HX  jinic  Y 


Digitized  by  GooqIc 


I 


HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


Digitized  by  Google 


o 

HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

OF 


IN 


ASIA, 


V 

FAOM  TU£  EARLIEST  AOES  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 


% 


By  HUGH  MURRAY^  J;.  K.  &  K 

AUTHOR  Ot  "  HlSIOaiCAL  ACCOUNT  OS  DISCOVEBIKS 

IM  AVRICA." 


■<5 

VOL.  III. 


EDXNBUEGH 

FAIMTID  »0R  ABCHIBALO  C0M8TABI.K  AMD  CO*  BDIHBmOB ; 


IfOlIGM AMy  HURST,  RS£8,  ORME,  AND  BAOWNy  LONDON. 

.1820. 


Uiyiiized  by  Google 


0^ 


u^od  by  Google 


CONTENTS  OF  VOLUME  III 


T^OOK  rv. 

\VF.«TRRV  ASIA. 

PHAPTER  I. 

PERSIA  EARLY  TRAVELS. 

Zeno — Barbaro — Contarini — Vicenze  Alessandri — Sher> 
ley, — Don  Garcia  de  Sylva. — Herbert, — Olearius. — 
Cliardin. — Bcmbo. — Fra  Leandro,  -  Pogg  3 

CHAPTER  11. 

PERSIA.  RECENT  TRAVELS  AKD  PRESENT  STATE, 

Malcolm — Olivier  Morier  Present  state  of  Persia. — 

Its  Antiquities,  -  -  -  -  82 

CHAPTKR  m. 

PILGRIMAGES  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND. 

Arculfus.— Willibald — Bernard. — Tlie  Tnisadefl — Boul- 

desel]  Brocquiere  Rreidenbach.  —  Baiimgarten. — 

Georgewitz. — Alderscy. — Sandys,        -  105 


VI  CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER  fV. 

ASTATIC  TURKEY. 

Eldred. — Biddulplu — Pococke.  ^  Chandler.  —  Wood. — 
Clarke.  —  Macdonald  Kinncir.  —  Sectzen.  —  Burck- 
hardt,  Page  IS^ 

CHAPTER  V. 

ARARI  A. 

Nicbulir. — ^Valentia. — Seetzen. — Bahdia>   186 


BOOK  V. 

EASTERN  ASIA. 

CHAPTER  L 

COUNTRIES  BETWEEN  IKDIA  AND  CHINA. 

Pegu. — Caesar  Frederick.^»Gasparo  Balbi. — Symes.— Siam. 

— Missions  from  France  Cochin-China. — Borri. — Bar* 

row,  -  -  -  -  -   207 

CHAPTER  II. 

CHINA. — PORTUGUESE  AND  SPANISH  DISCOVERIES. 

First  Discovery. — Tlic  Andradas — Thom6  Pires. — Vene- 
tian report. — Notices  from  Mexico. — The  Augustines. 
— The  Francigcans.  —  Ignatius.  —  Ricio.  —  Navarete. — 
Expulsion  of  the  Missionaries,  ^  -  261 


r    ■   xj  by  Google 


CONTENTS.  VII 
CHAPTER  IIL 

CHIKA. — EMBASSIES  AND  MISSIONS. 

The  Dutch— NieuhoE— The  French  Lecomte.  &c  

Their  favour  at  court — Expulsion — Russian  Embassips. 
— »Iflbrand  Ides«— Lange  and  Bell,  «  pggg  ^95 

CHAPTER  IV. 

BRITISH  EMBASSIES. 

Lord  Macartney.— Lord  AmhersL^Captain  Hall  Pre» 

seot  State,         -         ...         .      .  ong 

CHAPTER  V. 

JAPAN. 

Portuguese  Missionaries — Kaempfer  Thunberg  Kru- 

ienstern. — Ciolownin,      -      -       ,       .       .  ggg 


BOOK  VL 

KOKTHERN  ASIA. 

CHAPTER  L 

THE  TERRITORY  OF  CAUCASUS. 

General  Remarks.— Engelmaon.— Pallas,  Klaproth,  Gul- 
denstedt,  &c.— The  Circassians,        -  .       .  ^393 


Viii  CONTRNTS. 

CHAPTER  IL 

SIBERIA. — EARLY  DISCOVERIXS. 

First  Discovery  and  Conquest  by  the  Russians. — Bell,  Page  1-14 

CHAFER  in. 

srnERIA. — RECEWT  TRAVELS. 

IMcsscrschmidt — GmcHn. — Pallas. — Sicvers. — Scliangin,  434- 


d  by  Google 


r 


uiyuizcd  by  Google 


■ 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

or 

DISCOVERIES  AND  TRAVELS 

nr 

ASIA. 


VOL.  m» 


A 


* 


BOOK  IV. 

WESTEKN  ASIA. 


CHAPTER  I. 

PBI18IA.~BAUT  T]U¥SI4k 

i 

4 

Don  Garcia  de  Sj/lva, — Herbert. — OUariiu, — Chardm^ 
Bemba^i^Fra  Leandro* 

Tbat  vaat  and  varied  regioD,  which  extends  from 

the  Indian  Ocean  to  the  Caspian,  and  fiora  the 
Eupbnrtes  to  the  mouDtains  and  deserts  of  the  In- 
dian fiontier,  famformedi  in  dl  ages,  a  ditftinguidi- 
ed  seat  of  Astatic  empire.  On  the  Euphrates 
weit  seaied  those  of  Babylon  and  Nineveh,  die 
first  which  appear  to  have  aimed  at  the  doiDinion 
of  the 'world*  The  seat  of  the  empire  of  the  Ghreat 

King  was  transferred  eastward  to  that  vast  plain 
which  extends  from  the  Persian  Gulf  to  the  Cau* 
catian  mountains;  and  the  Phutbians,  intheMme 
position^  opposed  a  limit  to  the  progress  of  the 
Roman  aims.  The  successive  Arab  and  Tartar 
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dynasties  which  afterwards  swayed  the  sceptre  of 

this  regioDy  seldom  attempted  to  pass  the  line  of 
the  Euphrates  and  Tigris. 

All  the  oriental  empires  are  subject  to  change  ; 
but  Persia,  above  all,  has  been  swept  by  an  almost 
perpetual  tempest  of  war  and  revolution.  Inter- 
nal rebellion  and  foreign  invasion  have  never 
ceased  to  distract  that  unfortunate  country.  Ao 
inevitable  cause  may  be  found  in  its  physical  po- 
sition. Its  vast  and  iujLuriant  plains  are  border- 
ed and  deeply  indented  by  ranges  of  mountain 
territory,  wliose  fierce  and  brave  tenants  are  ever 
observant  of  the  wealth  and  weakness  of  the  re- 
gions beneath.  As  soon  therefore  as  the  energies 
of  the  dynasty  begin  to  sink  under  the  pleasures 
of  its  voluptuous  capitals,  a  more  vigorous  hand 
is  always  ready  to  snatch  the  sceptre  which  its 
present  master  is  unable  to  hold.  Thus  FtoM 
continually  changes  its  aspect ;  for  the  track  of 
these  barbarous  conquerors  is  always  desolating, 
while  yet  the  bounties  of  nature  enable  it  conti- 
nually to  recover  from  their  ravages.  There  the 
{dough  is  continually  yielding  to  the  sword,  and 
the  sword  to  the  plough ;  the  same  city  is  found 
in  one  age  an  opulent  and  magnificent  capital, 

and  in  the  next  a  heap  of  ruins.    The  picture, 

though  essentially  the  same,  is  in  all  its  details 
and  minute  features  perpetually  ehangmg. 


Uigiiized  by 


TBB  TKHSTIAm. 


Towards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
Turkish  power  was  in  the  highest  state  of  energy 
and  activity.  Mahomet  11.  after  stripping  the 
eastern  empire  of  its  remaining  provinces,  had 
wrested  from  it  its  last  seaty  the  imperial  city.  He 
had  thus  established  a  name  terrible  alike  to  the 
East  and  the  West»  and  was  supposed  to  aim  at 
oniversal  empire.  The  Venetians,  whom  liberty, 
coounerce,  and  naval  power,  had  raised  to  a  high 
place  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  were  the  state 
who  viewed  his  progress  with  peculiar  alarm. 
They  held  important  possessions,  both  on  the 
Archipelago  and  the  Euxine ;  and  the  interposi* 
tion  of  this  barbarous  and  tumultuary  power 
ibreatened  to  intercept  that  intercourse  with  In* 
dia,  which  formed  the  most  valued  source  of 
Ibm  wealth.  In  this  exigence^  there  appeared 

no  great  power  on  whose  co-operation  they  could 
reljf  except  Persia.  The  rulers  ot  this  monarchy 
could  not  view  without  alarm,  the  progress  of  so 
great  a  power  on  their  western  frontier  ^  yet  there 
was  little  appearance  that,  without  some  power- 
ful impulse,  they  would  venture  to  contend  with 
such  an  adversary.  The  republic  had  ties  with 
Uzura-cassan,  the  present  monarch  of  Persia,  of  s 
somewhat  pecuhar  nature.  His  queen  Despina 
was  daughter  of  a  Greek  prince,  who  then  assumed 
the  title  of  emperor  of  Trebisond  ^  the  antipathies 
of  religion  bdng  extinguished  in  the  two  mon- 
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archs  by  their  common  dread  of  the  power  of 
Mahomet,  This  moiiarch  had  marxied  another 
daughter  to  Nicolo  Crespo,  who,  from  his  wide 
dominion  over  the  i8landfl»  bore  the  title  of  Duke 
of  the  Archipelago,  and  was  .united  by  intimate 
ties  with  the  state  of  .  Venice.  Her  potent  and 
wealthy  nobles  were  then  judged  suitable  mates 

for  the  daughters  of  kings.  Three  of  them  had 
married  three  of  the  daughters  of  this  insular 
prince,  and  became  thus,  in  a  certni  sense,  allied 
to  the  emperor  of  Persia. .  One  of  them  was  Caxa- 
Bijro.ZfiKO,  belonging  to  a  family.  ciqusUy  distin- 
guished for  wealth,  knowledge,  and  enterprise, 
and  who  tbus^  when  the  rqmblic  bad  determined 
to  send  an  embassy  to  the  Persian  monarch,  ap* 
peared  the  fittest  person  of  all  others  to  underi- 
iake  it  This  was  a  commission  attended  with 
considerable  danger,  in  consequence  of  the  ho- 
ttile  and  barbarous  regions  which  intemned  ( 

but  the  patriotism  of  Zeno  induced  him  to  at- 
tempt it  without  hesitation.  Having  landed  in 
Cammania,  h^  nuide  his  way,  through  very  se- 
rious obstacles,  to  the  Persian  court.  He  was  rer 
G^ved  with  overflowing  joy  and  kindness  by  the 
monarch  \  but  on  mentioning  to  the  attendants 
his  wish  to  see  bis  aunt  the  empress,  the  utmost 
horror  was  at  first  expressed  at  sudi  an  idea.  It 
was  stated,  that  once  to  allow  her  face  to  be  seen 
by  him,  would  be  considered  an  entire  breach  of 
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ugagd&ith*  The  Jdni^iiowt  Vernon  being 
icquatnted  with  the  — ibiawdiort  rafutat,  agreed, 
from  respect  to  the  republic^  and  to  his  own  re- 
iDtionsbqp^  tbst  he  ahould  hiive  ao  andieoce*  The 
queen  received  him  with  every  mark  of  joy  aad 
JdndM^  infoiied  fiur  «U  her  jelatiena  at  Venice, 
and  on  his  rising  to  depart,  insisted  upon  his  tak- 
ing up  bis  zeaideaaoe  wtlhia  the  palaoe«  This.iop 
timacy  was  so  fir  from  giving  any  ofieoM'  to 
Uzum^^caasan*  that  he  cmtirely  shared  it.  Zeoo 
hftd  £ree  aicoess  to  their  moit  retin^  ifNOtmeiita^ 

even  while  they  were  togetlier  in  bed.  The  queen, 
ilia  saidt  was  the  most  leligious  of  woiaeii^  aiid 
though  al  the  head  of  tthi^  li^basokiian  courts  did 
not  at  all  abate  her  attachment  to.  the  Christian 
leligkNb  Whatiaakigufau'i  thiastreaooiia.diAa- 
eiice  of  belief  in  no  degree  affected  the  harmcsly  of 
tfaeiioi^piin  Jt  onl^ihade^  die  queen  feel  thu 
an  additional  motive,  zealously  to  second  all  the 
views  of  Zepo  againet  the  Turkish  power.  Uzum- 
cnssao  waa  bgr  no  means  forward  to  engage  in 
this  contest^  but  their  continual  solicitationii 
joined  to  aeme  hisnlta  which  his  yassala  had  in* 
ceived  from  the  Ottoman  Porte,  at  length  deter- 
piioed  him  to  tiy  the  late  of  war*  Afteratem- 
forary  prondae  of  success^  however,  Ua  tiM|w 
sustained  a.  signal  overthrow,  and  be  found  Ua 
victoriotta  career  Ibr  the  ficut  time  ^ifrirHli  Mor- 
(ified  at  this  disaster,  he  strongly  urged  Zeno  to . 
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rapair  to  Europe,  md  endeavour  to  previ^i  upon 
lt$  princes  to  afibrd  Ihit  powerful  assktance  of 
which  he  had  so  largely  boasted. 

Zeno  ooold  net  well  decline  this  reqoeat,  though 
the  road  was  by  no  means  patent.  He  found 
.hig  way  to  the  Black  Sea,  and  embarked  ia  a 
vmsA  for  Caffiu  The  Genoese  oqpCmn,  howcrmv 
iearniug  lu&  character  and  destination,  fimned 
the  treacherous  design  of  delivering  him  up  to 
the  Great  Turk.  Happily  a  Venetian  citizen, 
MBideBt  at  Cafi,  having  learned  this  felonioaa 
intent,  came  off  in  a  little  boat,  conveyed  away 
.Zeno^  and  secreted  him  in  his  own  bouse*  Our 
amhassador,  however,  having  brought  off  only  his 
person^found  himself  under  the  most  extreme  want 
of  fundsi  either  for  present  anbsistence,  or  fiur  his 
destined  journey.  In  this  extremity,  his  servant 
Jdartioo  earnestly  petitioned  to  be  sold  as  a  slavey 
tor  the  supply  of  his  naster^a  wants ;  and  Zmo 
was  so  far  wrought  upon  by  the  urgency  of  his 
case,  as  to  accept  this  too  generous  e&r«  The 
.narrator  celebrates  it  as  one  of  the  most  illustri- 
ous eiamples  of  self-devotion  ever  exhibited  by 
any  one  in  a  servile  condition.  The  Venetian 
senate  esteemed  it  so  hi^^ly,  that  they  not  only 
redeemed  Martinet  but  granted  him  a  handsome 
pension  for  life.  Zeno,  thus  provided  with  the 
nee^itl^  set  but  on  his  journey  through  Poland 
and  Hungary.    He  prevailed  on  the  king  of 
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tclkndp  not  indeed  to  make  war  Umielf  on  the 

Turks,  but  at  least  to  cease  hostilities  against 
Hungary*  and  thus  leave  that  power  at  libertyt 
if  it  dioae^  to  take  ama  againtt  the  common 
enemy.  News,  however,  soon  arrived,  that 
Usom-caaian,  tired  of  lus  nnsucoeasfiil  war,  and 
complaining  that  Christians  **  had  many  pro- 
fessions  and  wordi,  but  few  actions,''  shewed 
no  inclination  to  renew  hostilities.  This  disposi- 
tioD  was  confirmed  by  some  domestic  incidents, 
in  whidi  he  wis  soon  after  inraived.  Tho  Curds^ 
his  enemies,  chose  to  circulate  a  report  of  his 
deatht  which  being  conveyed  to  his  son,  com- 
manding in  the  south  of  Persia,  that  prince^  men* 
tinned  under  the  odd  name  of  Gurlumameth,  made 
haale  to  oecupy  Sehiras,  as  the  prelode  to  seizing 
upon  the  whole  of  the  vacant  empire.  Learning 
soon  his  enor,  and  finding  his  father  ineiofnUe^ 

he  went  over  to  Mahomet,  who  readily  supplied 
huD  with  the  means  of  supporting  his  usurped 
datm.  Uzum-casian  had  then  reoonrse  to  an 
artifice,  which  has  been  justly  considered  un- 
worthy of  hia  high  dignity.  He  feigned,  fint 
sickness,  and  then  death ;  whereupon,  at  his 
pfompting,  several  of  the  great  lords  wrote  to 
the  prince,  urging  him  to  make  haste  and  take 
possession  of  the  throne.  The  unhappy  and 
ever  too  ctedolous  Gurlumameth  hesitated  not 
to  obey  the  summons,  but  on  his  arrival  was  in- 
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8UntIy  throwA  into  prison,  and  iom  after  put  to 
daatfa. 

£¥8N  bofinrft  tbft  departure  .of  Zmq^  tbe  Slatea 
of  Vetiice  had  already  sent  out  another  ambassa- 
dor. Joa4j?HAT  Baabaju>»  who  hadiperformed  a 
journey  to  the  Crimaa,  aAd  aeveml  parta  of  Mua-*' 
covy  aod  Tartary,  was  selected  as  one  accustom- 
od  ^  to  endure  and  deal  wiliti  haibarons  nieii»'' 

for  the  mission  to  Persia,  He  landed  at  Curcho 
(Curoo)  in  Caramaaiai  whence  passing  thsough 
Tarsus  and  Adana,  he  dareded  Ida  mte  to 
the  Euphrates.  He  notices  nothing  remarkable 
till  he  oreased  thai  river  and  aorived  aft  Orfiu 
His  next  stage  was  Merdin,  which  appeared  to 
him  the  most  extraosdinary  city  in  the  world  finr 
attuation.  It  is  aseended  by  a  statr  cut  in.,  the 
rock,  more  than  a  mile  high^  at  the  top  of  which 
ia  the  gate;  but  thene  is  no  wall»  except  the 
walls  of  the  houses,  the  defience  of  the  place 
hrnsm  trusted  solely  to  its  inaeeessiUe  site.  The 
Turks  hyperbolically  assert,  that  the  inhabitants 
never  see  a  bird  flying  above  them.  It  contains 
three  Jmndred  bousest  and  sevieral .  manufiMrtniea 
of  silk  and  cotton.  Barbaro  saw  here  with  sur- 
pHie  a  personage  entirely  characteriitic  of  Asiatic 
manners.  As  he  sat  in  the  caravansera,  a  man, 
naked»  shaven  all  overt  and  covered  with  goat- 
skiD»  entered,  and  aeattsig  faimielf  on  the  floor 
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beside  hinit  opened  a  little  back  end  begm 

to  read.  Soon  after  he  drew  nearer  and  asked 
ciiur  tmveller  who  he  waa;  oq  being  told  ^  a 
stranger he  replied,  I  too  am  a  stranger, 
*^  and  we  are  all  (gangers  ia  this  world/*  He 
aaid  be  bad  wandered  for  many  yeara  aeked 
'over  the  world,  without  being  able  to  find  any 
thing  that  pleased  htm ;  and  he  had  now  tboiigfat 

oi  abandoning  it  altogether.  Then  after  exhort- 
ing his  auditor. to  live  well  and  moderatelyt  and 
to  despise  the  worldi  he  took  his  departure. 

After  some  days'  travelling  Barbaro  came  to 
a  town  whidi  he  oalls  Aasanohiph,  all  the  rooks 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  are  excavated  ^o 
aa  to  form  human  habttatioos.   The  streets  are 

led  along  the  side  of  high  steeps,  so  that  the 

wsL^oti^  and  people  app^  to  be  moving  in  the 
air.   He  soon  after  b^gao  to  pass  the  higfaeet 

part  of  the  mountains  of  Curdistan,  inhabited 
by  bands  of  fierce  and  desperate  robbers.  The 
mission  fatally  experienced  their  prowess,  being 
attacked  by  a  band  at  the  top  of  a  lofty  moun- 
tain. What  prowess  the  rest  of  the  party  might 
diqplay  is  not  stated ,  but  our  author's  efibrta 
were  vigorously  and  exclusively  directed  to  the 
safety  of  his  own  person.  He  spurred  his  horse 
with  such  fnry»  as  soon  left  both  friends  and  foes 
at  a  distance.  Two  of  his  companions  afterwards 
came  up,  who  told  the  sad  tale  of  disaster ;  that 
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the  Penttfi  ambafliador  and  Uv  awa  mantarf 

had  been  killed,  they  themselves  severely  wound- 
edt  and  all  their  e&cts  taken*  It  is  not  said 
llial  they  ventured  any  criticisfln  on  the  speed 
with  which  he  had  carried  himself  off  from  the 
eoene  of  action*  After  passing  the  nioiintams» 
and  approaching  the  capital,  he  conceived  him- 
self in  safety*  when  be  was  met  by  a  band  of 
Turcomans,  who  inquired  whether  he  was  des- 
tined. Being  told  that  he  was  conveying  a 
letter  to  the  king,  the  leader  demanded  to  see  it* 
Our  author  assures  us,  that  it  was  in  the  mildest 
possible  manner  that  he  represented  the  disre* 

spect  which  would  be  shewn  to  the  king,  by  mak- 
ing such  an  exhibition  of  bis  letter.  The  Turco- 
man reptied  only  by  raising  his  fist,  and  aiaiing  at 
the  jaws  of  Barbaro  so  furious  a  blow,  that  the 
pain  was  felt  for  four  months  after.  They  beat 
also  his  interpreter,  and  left  theoi,  he  says,  very 
ill  content*  but  without  any  farther  injury* 

Having  reached  Tauris,  where  Uzum-cassan  re- 
sidedt  and  announced  his  arrival,  an  immecUate 
message  came  desiring  to  see  him.  No  one  oould 
be  worse  equipped  for  such  an  interview,  since  all 
the  attire  he  had  left  did  not  amount  to  the  value 

of  two  ducats.  Having  no  means,  however,  of 
procuring  any  more  suitable  vestments^  he  went 
in  this  humble  guise.  He  was  ushered  through 
several  large  courts  into  a  garden,  in  the  midst 
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at  which  was  a  lodgi^  wbare  hb  majesty  was  seal- 
ed on  cushions  of  gold  brocade,  with  a  fountain 
pkying  bafbre  htm.  He  received  the  ambassa>^ 
dor  io  the  most  polite  manner,  told  him  he  knew 
of  the  sad  disastery  and  desired  that  he  would 
draw  out  a  complete  list  of  all  the  articles  robbed 
from  him,  which  would  be  made  good*  He  was 
afterarards  admitted  to  a  more  fbrmal  intefview, 
and  was  taken  to  see  tiie  wolf  fights  at  the  Mai- 
dan.   Bnt  the  exhibition  which  moat  gratified 

him  was  that  of  the  presents  just  brought  by  an 
Indian  ambassador*  They  included  a  great  shew 
of  rare  animals,  particularly  lions  of  a  peculiar 
.  ^cies,  which  seem  rather  to  be  Bengal  tigers, 
sod  the  zimapha  or  giraflfe  (camelopard)*  He 
was  still  more  dazzled  by  the  display  of  jewels, 
which  appear  to  have  been  very  numerous  and 
valuable*  Pre-eminent  among  them  was  a  ba- 
lass  ruby,  wei|^ng  two  ounces  and  a  half, 
which  the  monarch  holding  up  to  Barbaro, 
asked  if  he  had  ever  seen  its  equal,  and  at  what 
price  be  would  value  it*  The  ambassador  re- 
plied, that  it  appeared  to  him  indeed  without  a 
paragon,  and  to  be  estimated  not  in  gold,  but  in 
cities.  Pleased  with  the  admiration  which  these 
sights  inspired,  the  monarch  made  a  full  display 
of  ail  his  glittering  treasures  and  possessions ;  hia  . 
immense  wardrobe,  and  the  large  armouries  filled 
with  gold  and  stiver  ornaments  and  vestmente,  to 
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be  dtttiibuted  a8  prizes  at  loleiim  feitivals.  fier- 

baro  was  then  entertained  by  the  exhibition  first 
of  female  daocen,  and  afterwarda  of  male  wrests 
lusf  who  carried  on  their  exerdae  witb  aoch 
force  and  fury,  that  death  was  oflen  the  lot  of 
tlie  vanqtiiakedi   One  man  of  gigantie  iiae  and 

mmcnlar  strength,  after  having  bared  his  limbs 
for  the  game»  was  excused  when  he  stated  the 
number  to  whom  his  encooiiter  had  proved  &taL 
These  amusements  were  interrupted  by  the 
intelligence  which. the  king  received  of  the  oc> 
cupation  of  Schiras  by  his  son,  in  the  manner 
and  on  the  grounds  already  stated.  He  ioi* 
mediately  set  his  army  in  motion  upon  that  city, 
marching  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  a-day.  Our 
author  dedares,  that  in  this  immensely  rapid 
marc  a  the  troops  were  accompanied  by  all  their 
families^  vomeo,  children*  and  infknts  in  the 
cradle ;  yet  it  was  performed  in  the  greatest 
pomp*  and  amid  an  uninterrupted  supply  of  all 
the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life*  He  declares 
himself  aware  of  the  great  peril  thus  incurred  by 
him  of  losii^  all  credit  with  European  readmit 
but  iie  saySy  I  have  seen  it,  and  I  know  it/'  In 
explanation  he  states,  that  the  infants  at  the 
breast  were  placed  in  a  small  cradle  fastened 
over  the  horse's  shoulder,  while  the  mother  or 
nurse  sat  behind,  and  held  in  her  left  hand  the 
cradle,  and  also  the  reins,  while  the  whip  was 
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fastened  to  the  Ktde  finger  of  Ae  right  hand.  The 

children  a  little  more  advanced^  were  accommo- 
dated itt  baaketa^  which;  aa  well  as  the  cnuUea, 

were  worked  and  adorned  in  proportion  to  the 

wealth  of  the  patents.  The  femdea  wore  areil 

of  woven  horse  hair,  which  at  once  concealed 
their  idLceSf  and  sheltered  them  from  the  sun  and 
dust.  AMhough  thia  army  did  not  consist  of 
above  25,000  fighting  men,  it  was  attended  by 
aa,000  camels,  Sd,000  horsei^  S0,000  assess  and 
6000  mules. 

Barbaro  did  not  fbllow  the  army  far,  but  find« 
in^liunself  indisposed,  stopped  at  Suhania.  He 
afterwards  visited  diHerent  parts  of  the  south  of 
Persia,  parlicuiarly  Schiras,  and  enlarges  much  on 
its  populousness,  extent,  and  the  vast  trade  of 
which  it  was  the  centre.  He  saw  also  the  re^ 
mains  of  Persepolis,  called  by  the  natives  Cilmi- 
nar,  or  the  Forty  Columns but  he  does  not  seem 
to  have' any  just  idea  of  the  period  at  which,  or 
the  nation  by  whom  they  were  erected.  Accord- 
iilg  to  a  constant  tendency  both  of  the  Mahome- 
tans and  of  the  early  travellers,  be  refers  them  to 
a  Jewish  or%in.  One  conspicuous  figure^  lean- 
ing on  an  arch,  was  concluded  to  be  Solomon  ; 
while  another  bearing  obvious  marks  of  strength, 
was  supposed  to  be  Samson.  There  was  another 
With  a  mitre  on  its  head,  and  its  hand  raised  iu 
sach  a  manner,  (hat  onr  traveller  could  not  help 
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fancyiog  it  the  Pope  ia  the  act  of  giviiig  bene* 
diction. 

After  Barbaro  had  returned  to  the  north  of 
Fenia,  and  was  leaiding  at  Tauri^t  Umro  canan 

was  taken  ill  and  died.  His  sons  then  began  as 
usual  their  bloody  scramble  for  the  empire.  That 
very  n  Igh  t,  three  of  them  strangled  the  fourth,  and 
divided  the  sovereign  power  among  themselves.  It 
was  not  long  be&re  the  second  killed  the  eldeBt» 
'  and  raised  himself  to  the  throne.  While  such 
deeds  were  going  forward*  Barbaro  was  seized 
with  a  strong  inclination  to  absent  himself*  Hav- 
ing hired  an  Armenian  guide,  he  arrayed  himself 
in  the  poorest  clothes,  and  set  out  in  a  irefy  hum* 
ble  guise  for  Erzerum.  He  reached  it  in  safety, 
and,  ailer  some  difficulty,  made  his  wi^  acioas  to 
Aleppo,  and  thence  to  Venice. 

■ 

Ths  states  of  Venice  were  inde&tigable  in 

their  embassies  to  the  Persian  court*  The  next 
was  Ambrooio  Comtarini,  who  set  out  in  14/73, 
passed  through  Hungary  and  Poland,  then  em- 
barking at  Cafia.  made  hia  way  not  without  diffi- 
culty through  MingreUa  and  Georgia  to  Tauris. 
Here  he  found  every  thing  in  the  most  violent 
commotion  in  consequence  of  the  insurrection  of 
the  young  prince  already  mentioned,  which  the 
king  had  set  out  to  suppress.  In  passing  throiigh 
the  streets  they  heard  the  people  exclaiming 
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Tbeie  are  the  dogs  who  ochm  to  introduce  m 

**  schism  into  the  Mahometan  faitli,  we  ought  to 
cut  tbem  to  pjects.^'   Tbey  reached,  however, 

the  caravansera,  the  director  of  which  received 
tbem  welly  aod  awigned  them  good  quarters ; 
though  he  expressed  the  utmost  attonbhttient 
how  they  couid  have  mtered  the  country  at  a 
time  when  the  most  rigorous  orders  had  been 
given  that  no  strangers  whatever  should  be  al- 
lowed admission.  He  found  no  one  who  would 
undertake  to  conduct  him  to  Uzum<>cas6an,  and 
was  abiiged  to  keep  very  close  within  his  cara* 
vaneera,  as  whenever  he  ventured  out  witir  bia 
interpreter  to  buy  food,  he  was  saluted  by  the 
people  with  furious  cries,  which  were  expounded 

to  signify,  that  he  ouglit  by  all  means  to  be  cut 
m  pieces.  Ue  was  xeiieved,  however,  by  learn* 
ing  the  arrival  of  one  of  the  king's  sons,  whom 
be  calls  Musubey,  from  whom  he  hoped  to  ob* 
tain  all  that  he  stood  in  need  of«  He  waited 
upon  him  therefore,  and  presenting  a  piece  of 
camblet,  stated  bis  destination  for  the  king  bis 
father,  and  requested  protection  and  a  guide. 
The  prince  beard  this  oration  with  the  most 
frigid  indi£ference,  and  scarcely  deigned  an  an- 
swer, so  that  Contarini  had  nothing  left  but  to 
return  home  exactly  as  be  had  gone.  Matters 
80on  became  worse;  he  learned  that  the  })rlnce 
was  extorting  money  by  all  means  from  every 
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garter,  io  consequence  of  which  sii  the  mer- 
chants bad  shut  their  shops  to  evade  his  obser- 
vatiOD.  Under  these  circumstances*  the  cara* 
▼ansera  appeared  much  too  conspicnoua  a  sta^ 
tion»  and  he  was  happy  to  thrust  himself  into  the 
comer  of  a»  Armenian  conventt  out  of  which  be 
never  durst  shew  his  head.  Thus  he  remained 
for  a  long  time  in  heavy  durance,  till  he  learned 
that  a  great  Persiao  lord  named  Cfaadi  Laiaher, 
who  had  been  sent  ambassador  to  Turkey,  was 
now  returning  to  Uzumocassan  at  Ispahan*  He 

found  means  to  be  introduced  to  him,  stated  the 
situation  in  which  he  stood»  and  petitioned  to  be 
allowed  to  proceed  in  his  train.  This  address 
being  accompanied  with  suitable  presents,  was 
Bost  graciously  received,  the  request  granted, 
and  notice  being  given  of  his  period  of  depar- 
ture Contarini  found  himself  safely  on  the  way 
to  Ispahan.  The  country  between  Tauris  and 
that  city,  was  in  general  arid,  and  the  water 
often  salt,  but  the  fruits  excellent.  Ispahan  was 
not  yet  the  imperial  city  of  Abbas.  No  expres- 
noos  are  used  to  indicate  any  extraordinary  mag- 
nitude ;  and  he  observes,  that  it  bore  marks  of 
the  ravages  of  war,  yet  that  it  was  situated  in  a 
fine  and  fertile  country.  He  found  here  his 
countryman  Barbaro,  and  was  well  received  by 
the  king.  The  court  then  proceeding  to  Tauris^ 
he  returned  with  it  thither.    Sooq  after  his  ar- 
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rival  at  Tauris,  the  king  made  the  proposal  that 
Cootarioi  should  Teturn  to  Europe*  and  inform 

the  Christian  states  how  affairs  stood  in  Persia, 
while  Barbara  should  remain.  Our  ambassador 
expressed  much  mortification  at  this  arrange- 
mentt  and  reluctance  to  concur  in  it,  so  that 
Uzum-cassan  was  at  last  obliged  to  state  his  post* 
tive  will  aad  command  to  that  effect.  Contariai 
being  then  assured  that  there  remained  no  fur- 
ther alternative,  agreed  with  the  best  possible 
grace,  and  an  amicable  parting  took  place.  He 
proposed  at  first  to  return  by  tbe  way  he  had 
come,  but  was  led  by  circumstances  to  cross  the 
Caspian  to  Astrakhan,  where  he  made  bis  wajr 
home  through  Tartary,  Ilussia,  and  Poland. 

Trs  condition  of  Persia  at  a  subsequent  period, 
under  the  reign  of  Shah  Thamas,  second  succes- 
sor to  Uznm-cassan,  is  illustrated  in  a  report 
made  to  the  Senate  of  Venice  in  1575  by  their 
agent  Vicsnzb  Aussandbi,  who  had  resided  for 
some  years  in  Persia.  Tbe  manuscript  has  foirod 
its  way  into  the  British  Museum.  Ismael,  be 
says,  the  father  of  the  present  monarch,  after 
having  sworn  fidelity  to  the  son  of  Uzum-cassan's 
daughter,  obtained  the  character  of  a  saint ;  tbent 

•*  with  little  fear  of  God,  cut  off  the  said  son's 
head,"  and  seized  the  kingdom.   Uis  adminis* 
tration,  however,  was  vigorous  i  he  humbled  the 
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power  of  the-Turk^  and  preserved  internal  tranq- 
uillity. His  son.  Shah  Thamas,  was  then  beventy- 
fonr  years  old,  of  which^  he  bad  reigned  tweoty- 

tliree.  He  exhibited  all  the  vices  of  a  weak  and 
tyrannical  despotisiu.^  Ue  liad  not  quitted  the 
palace  for  ten  year%  and  thus  entirely  neglected 
the  dutyr  always  eonsidered  incumbent  upon  an 
eastern  monareh,  of  administering  justice  in  pub- 
lic. The  people  munnured  loudly  j  but  when 
they  were  heard  ciying  day  and  night  at  the 
palace  gate,  a  message  was  sent  out,  that  they 
should  go  to  the  juciges  appointed  for  tiie  pur- 
pose f  never  considering,  says  the  writer,  that  it 
was  against  himself  and  his  ministers  that  the 
cries  were  raised.  A  merchant  having  raised  a 

prosecution  ngainst  some  persons  who  had  stolen 
cloths  from  him,  tlie  judge  dismissed  both  plain* 
tiff  and  eutprits,  and  kept  the  cletfas  to  himself*. 
At  court  the  business  was  entirely  hushed  by 
presents,  to  a  few  of  the  principal  lords*.  The 
unfortunate  owner  got  himself  mounted  on  one 
of  the  palace  towers,  where  he  was  within  hear- 
ing of  the  royal  ear,,  and  continued  crying  day 
and  night,  what  the  king  was  doing,  and  why  he 
paid  no  regard  to  the  wrongs  of  his  subjects? 
The  only  result,  however,  was  to  be  bastinadoed, 
and  made  to  leap  about  by  stones  thrown  at  him* 
At  Tauris,  the  capital,  a  band  of  robbers  broke 
into  the  repositories  of  a  principal  merchant,  and 
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carried  off  GOOO  scudi,  "  besides  killing  him." 
Some  days  aflter  they  broke  into  the  house  of  an 
Armenian  merchant,  and  carried  off  4000  pieces 
of  silkt  which  were  publicly  sold  in  the  palace. 
Both  were  treated  by  the  king  as  matters  of 
perfect  indifference.  Anotlier  merchant  having 
lieen  bandsomdy  feasted  by  some  Cksrzif  or  royal 
guards,  was  immediately  after  robbed  of  a  large 
sum  by  persons  whom  he  believed  to  be  in 
the  employ  of  these  his  courteous  entertainers. 
By  friends  and  presents  he  found  access  to  the 
jfing,  and  earnestly  entreated  that  the  Curai 
should  be  imprisoned  and  examined.  The  king 
-expressed  his  entire  concurrence,  provided  the 
•merchant  would  accede  to  the  condition,  that  *in 
the  event  of  not  being  able  to  prove  his  allega* 
tions,  his  head  should  be  cut  o£  The  merchant 
did  not  think  it  expedient  to  embark  in  a  contest 
liable  to  such  a  termination.  A  few  days  after, 
however,  he  obtained  certain  information  on  the 
subject^  and  having  by  a  new  present  of  four 
hundred  ducats  gained  fiiesh  aecess  to  the  king, 
the  money  was  ibund  in  the  possession  of  the 
jCurzi.  The  king  then,  imitating  the  example  of 
his  judge,  graciously  ordered  tliat  it  should  be 
deposited  in  his  own  tceasuiy. 

Amid  all  these  irregular  doings  of*  this  illus* 
trioud  person,  the  author  describes  him  to  be 
venanited  by  his  sulyects  rather  as  a  god  than 
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a  king.  In  disease  they  invoked  him  ofttoer 
tim  either  Ali  or  Mahomet,  vowing,  in  case  of 
recovery,  to  make  a  handsoine  present,  at  least 
to  kiss  the  palace  gate.  Happy  was  the  house 
ivhicb  contained  the  least  scrap  of  garment  worn 
by  him^  or  a  drop  of  dirty  water  in  which  his 
hands  or  feet  had  been  washed.  These  precious 
relics  were  carried  to  the  remotest  extremities  of 
the  empire,  to  be  used  as  remedies  against  eveiy 
disease.  lie  was  even  supposed,  like  AU,  to  have 
the  power  of  raising  the  dead.  This  awful  reve- 
rence, however,  had  marvellously  declined  in 
Taurisy  the  capital,  and  place  of  his  usual  resi- 
dence. This  city  was  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  two  furious  factions,  of  whom  the  victo- 
rious one  would  not  hesitate  to  go  to  court  and 
massacre  all  the  ministers,  and  the  king  himself, 
if  he  attempted  to  resist  them.  To  avoid  those 
unpleasant  occurrences,  he  had  begun  to  prefer 
the  abode  of  Casbin. 

The  trade  of  northern  Persia  is  described  by 
Alessandri  as  very  considerable,  but  carried  on 
entirely  fay  the  way  of  Aleppo  and  Constantino- 
ple. The  expenses,  he  says,  are  very  great,  and 
the  profits  very  smdL  During  his  stay«  an  Eng- 
lish merchant,  whom  be  calls  Signor  Toromaro 
of  London^  (doubtless  ane  of  the  company  of 
merdunt  adventurers,  probably  Alcocke),  had 
resided  tor  some  yeais  at  iauris.    He  represents 
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%im     have  met  with  very  little  tuccetSt  and  fee 

iiave  been  repeatedly  in  danger  of  beings  plun- 
dered of  his  property^   He  had  -therefore  left 

Tauris,  and  was  not  likely  to  return* 

Wb  bow  approach  the  mottt1>riUiaiit  penod  of 

the  Persian  annals,  formed  by  the  xeign  of  Sbah 
Abbas  the  Great.  A  second  son^  he,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  country,  waded  to  tlie  throne 
through  the  blood  of  his  kindred  f  but  he  after* 
wasds  maintained  soch  profound  domestic  tran* 
•quSiity,  and  extended  so  far  the  frontier  of  the 
•eiiipire»  as  to  render  his  own  reign  and  that  of  his 
successors  a  Uuiy  fortunate  period  of  Persian  bis* 
torjr.  No  Europeans  resided  so  long,  or  enjoyed 
so  high  confidence  at  this  eastern  court,  as  the 
;two  brothers  Sir  Antony  and  Six  Jiobert  Sueklst* 
Porehas  sounds  their  praises  in  a  truly  lofty  key^ 
According  to  him,  they  were  the  hinge  on  which 
the  affiiirs  of  Persia  and  «f  the  whde  East  turned* 
He  represents  the  Shah  as  destitute,  without 
them,  of  musketry  andartiUery^  and  e^ultingly 
proclaims,  that  if  two  millions  of  infidels  had  cut 
each  others'  throats,  the  Cbiiatian  world  owed 
this  great  benefit  solely  to  these  two  brothers.  I 
must  do  Sir  Antony  the  justice  to  say,  that,  in 
his  own  narrative,  though  written  twith  consider^ 

able  sclf-comphicency,  no  pretension  is  made  to 

these  mighty  achieuements.   Ue  states  himself 
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to  have  been  tiie  particular  frieud  aod  protege 
of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  ^'  whom  he  had  made  the 

pattern  of  his  civii  liie."  At  his  advice  lie  uii- 
dertook  the  voyage  to  Persia^  hoping  thereby,  he 
sa^s,  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  ;  or  if  not,  even 
with  regard  to  die  humble  concerns  of  trade,  it 
**  might  prove  a  subject  to  extract  great  and  good 
^<  matter  out  of.''  Ue  embarked  in  a  Veoetian  ves- 
sel  bound  to  Aleppo ;  but  on  the  passage  to  Zante 
he  received  notice  of  a  passenger  who  "  used  roost 

scandalous  speeches  of  her  Majesty where* 
upon,  **  not  only  moved  with  the  dutiful  zeal 
**  which  a  subject  oweth  to  bis  prince,  but  even 
^*  with  that  respect  which  every  gentleman  oweth 

to  a  lady,''  he  directed  his  people  to  bestow  on 
him  a  fit  reward."  What  the  nature  of  this 
recompense  might  be,  is  not  stated  ;  but  "  divers 

principal  merchants"  approved  it  highly,  and 
judged  it  scarcely  adequate  to  the  sceleratnesse 
•*  of  the  fact/'  However,  •*  tiie  sbippe  was  all 
•*  in  an  uprore,^*  and  notice  was  given  at  Zante, 
that  tliey  could  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
him.   He  made  his  way  therefore  with  difficulty 

to  Cyprus,  and  thence  to  Aleppo.    He  found 

Syria  "  a  goodly  country,"  but  uncultivated; 

^'  here  and  there  as  it  were  sprinkled  with  miser* 
able  inhabitors,  which  in  their  fashion  shewed 
the  necessity  they  had  to  live,  rather  than  any 

**  pleasure  in  living."    The  English  merchants 
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^  were  the  only  geotlemeiit  er  the  most  benigne 

gentlemen  that  ever  I  met  withall  so  that 
though  one  Hugo  dePotso  attempted  all  the  injury 
**  which  an  ill  mind  and  a  great  purse'*  could  do^ 
he  effected  his  passage  safely  across  the  desert. 
He  passed  a  Bedouin  eBeampment»  and  was  intro- 
duced to  Aborisciy  king  of  those  Arabics,  a  poore 
**  king,  with  ten  or  twelve  thousand  beggerly  sub- 
^*  jects,  living  in  tents  of  blacke  haire  cloth/*  He 
was  honestly  and  civilly  treated,  and     the  king 

gave  us  good  words,  without  any  kind  of  bar- 
^*  barous  wondring.** 

At  Bagdad  Sir  Antony,  wishing  to  pass  as  a 
merchant,  converted  all  his  property  into  jewels, 
but  waa  much  dismayed  when  all  these  were 

stayed  by  the  Bassa."  This  reduced  him  to  a 
very  serious  dilemma,  as  he  had  nothing  left  to 
flsaintain  himself,  a  brother,  whose  aflection  to 
^  mee  liad  onely  led  him  to  that  disaster,''  and 
twenty-five  other  followers,  mostly  gentlemen, 
"  onelv  carried  with  their  loves  to  mee,"  all  of 
whom  were  in  the  power  of  TurkB,  a  race  no. 
forioraiy  cruei^  and   addicted  to  get  by  all  means, 

just  or  unjusf  This  great  train  and  wealth, 
moreover^overe  soon  found  to  have  rendered  them 
objects  of  serious  suspicion,  A  Florentine  mer- 
chant asaured  Sherley,  that    there  waa  a  great 

muttering  amongst  divers  great  men  there,  what 
^  I  was,  and  what  my  designs  might  be."  Ue 
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was  at  first  very  diatnistfui  of  this  FloreDtioe*  but 
Mon  found  him  a  mott  generous  friend*  who  pro- 
cured him  a  place  in  a  Persian  caravan*  and  sup- 
plied him  with  Jnoney  sufficient  not  cnly  for  his 
wants,  but  to  make  a  splciulid  appearance  before 
^Siiah  Abbas.   He  ^>pears  to  have  passed  up  the 
rivers  and  through  Curdistan,  and  though  he*  pro- 
fesses great  resignation  to  the  divine  wiii*  cannot 
help  adding,    Yet  myfrailty  gave  me  a  contmnal 
terrour  during  those  thirty  daies  in  which  we 
wandered  with  that  company  of  blind  pilgrioMi 
through  the  deserts.**    He  passed  the  site  of 
Ninive,  but  found  "  not  one  stone  standing  which 
^  may  give  the  memory  of  the  being  of  a  towne. 
One  English  mile  from  it  is  a  place  called  Mosul^ 
a  smdl  thingt  rather  to  be  a  witneaae  of  the 
other's  mightinesse  and  God*s  judgment,  than 
of  any  fashion  of  magnificency  in  itself/*  After 
passing    a  great  tract  of  good  and  ill  countries,** 
be  arrived  at  Cashing  then  the  imperial  residence. 
Shah  Abbas  was  absent  on  a  military  expedt* 
tion ;  but  he  was  well  received  by  the  governor. 
Shortly  after  the  Shah  arrived  victorious  over  his 
enemies,  and  made  his  triumphal  entry  into  Cas- 
bin.    This  auspicious  moment  was  seized  by 
Sherley  to  present  himself.   He  and  his  party 
^coming  up  in  the  midst  of  the  procession,  alights 
«d  and  kissed  the  monarch's  stirrup.    My  speeck 
^  was  short  unto  him,  the  time  being  fit  for  am 


SHBRLBT.  Wl 

^  Other :  That  the  fame  of  his  wpA\  veitnes  had 
«  brought  me  from  a  farre  countrey,  to  be  a  pre« 
*'  sent  qiectator  of  them ;  if  there  were  any  thing 
*•  of  worth  in  mee,  I  presented  it,  with  myself,  to 
**  faia  majee^s  service/'  The  king  replied  most 
graciously,  that  he  had  done  him  infinite  honour, 
that  the  country  was  at  his  service,  and  only 
doubted  if  be  would  find  any  thing  in  himsetf 
answerable  to  so  great  a  report*  Next  morning 
Sherley  sent  a  present,  and  was  admitted  to  an 

interview.  Abbas,  he  savs,  put  no  question  about 
^  our  apparel,  building,^  beauty  of  our  women, 

and  such  vanities,'*  but  directed  his  inquiries 
flddy  to  subjects  connected  with  the  military  art. 
On  being  told  that  Sherley  had  at  home  some 
models  of  fortifications,  ^'  left  in  the  spoile  made 

of  me  at  Babylon/'  he  went  home  and  spent 
several  hours  in  carefully  perusing  them. 

Sherlqr  now  spent  a  series  of  years  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Shah.  He  seems  to  have  well  under- 
stood courts,  for  he  says,  *•  So  much  I  know,  that 
^*  in  handling  with  princes'  especial  affiiirs,  I  ought 

not  so  much  to  repose  ni)  self  upon  the  good 

and  just  property  of  my  proposition,  as  upon 
^*tbe  direct  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the 

prince.''  He  does  not,  however,  give  so  full 
an  account  of  Abbas  as  might  have  been  expect* 
ed.  He  draws  a  character  entirely  and  vaguely 
panegyricalf  and  the  transactions  narrated  are 
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<mly  tbote  puUic  ones  which  belong  to  general  his- 
tory. I  have  already  observed,  that  he  makes  no 
pretensions  to  the  immense  influence  and  servi« 
*ce8  which  are  iittputed  to  him  by  Purchas*  Even 
ibe  missions  with  which  he  was  entrusted  to  Euro- 
pean powers^  were  conferred  on  his  own  eamesi 
advice  and  urgency,  the  king  continuing  long  to 
^oubt  their  expediencyi  and  to  consider  them  even 
^as  derogatory  to  his  dignity.  It  was  in  one  of 
these  missions  that  Sir  Antony  wrote  his  narra- 
tive, which  does  not  come  down  to  the  time  of 
his  iiually  leaving  Persia. 

A  more  particular  account  is  given  of  Sbah 
Abbas  by  John  Cartwright,  who  visited  Persia 
at  the  same  time  with  Sherley.    The  following 
is  the  description  given  by  him :     The  Prince 
■«  is  very  absolute  both  in  periection  of  his  bodie 
^*  and  his  minde  ^  of  an  indifferent  stature,  aei- 
^*  ther  too  high  nor  too  low.     His  countenance 
very  sternot  his  eyes  fierce  and  piercing,  his 
*^  colour  swarffie,  his  moustachees  on  his  upper 
*^  iip  loi^,  with  his  beard  cut  close  to  his  chinne^ 
^pressing  his  martiid  disposition  and  inezora^ 
ble  nature,  that  at  the  first  a  man  would  think 
to  have  nothing  in  him  but  mischiefeaod  cnieK 

•*  ty  :  And  yet  he  is  of  nature  courteous,  affable, 
easy  to  be  seene  and  spoken  withall/'  The 
morning  was  spent  chiefly  among  his  horses,  and 
the  forenoon  in  his  armoury.   At  three  he  came 
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to  tbe  Meidao,  and  jdned  with  his  courtiers  in 

warlike  exercises.  He  is  descril)ed  as  very  strict, 
in  the  execution  of  justicct  often  sitting  in  person 
for  that  purpose,  and  **  not  sparing  to  hang  up 
**  bis  chieie  Caddi  or  jadges/'  in  case  af  notori* 
oos  malversation.  I  have  seene  him  many 
"  times  alight  from  his  liorse,  merely  to  do  jus* 
*•  lice  to  a  poore  bodie."  In  this  manner,  it  is 
said,    the  Persian  empire  hatli  flourished  in  sa- 

cred  and  redoubted  lawes»  the  people  demean- 
"  ing  themselves  after  the  best  manner  they  can  j 

— armesy  artes^  and  scieocesi  doe  wonderiully 
•*  prosper/' 

Tax  most  curious  picture  which  I  have  seen  of 

the  character  and  policy  of  Shah  Abbas,  is  given 
bj  Don  Garcia  d£  Sylva,  in  tbe  narrative  an 
embassy  from  Goa,  then  subject  to  Spain  under 
Philip  III.  It  has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  been 
printed,  but  is  found  in  manuscript  in  the  British 
Museum.  One  of  the  most  fatal  blows  struck 
against  tbe  Fdrtuguese  eastern  empire,  was  the 
capture  of  Ormuz  by  a  combined  Engh'sh  and 
Persian  force.  Purchas  has  preserved  several 
nanratives  of  it  by  Finder,  Wilson,  and  Monoxe, 
English  officers  who  were  present  in  this  niemora- 
hie  expedition.   In  November  16£1,  a  fleet  of 

five  vessels  and  four  pinnaces  was  fitted  out  from 
SwaUy  roads  to  cruize  against  the  Portugu^* 
Near  the  mouth  of  the  Perrian  Gulf  they  receiv- 
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ed  a  {Mtqioflitioo  fit»  Sbah  CaUibegf  the  Bmian 

commander,  who  was  about  to  undertake  the 
8t^(e  of  Ormuz.  He  invited  them  to  co^pmJbSf 
reminding  them  that  the  enemy  was  thein  aa 
well  as  his»  and  promising  half  the  booty.  Afler 
doe  deliberation  by  Captains  Kithe  and  Weddell 
and  Monoxe,  the  Company's  agents,  it  was  de- 
termined to  accede  to  this  proposition.  They 
sailed  first  to  Kishme,  where  the  Portuguese,  be- 
ing reduced  to  the  last  extremity,  chose  rather  to 
surrender  to  the  English  than  the  Persians.  Un- 
fortunately, one  of  the  few  shots  that  were  fired 
proved  fatal  to  Baffin,  the  celebrated  northerti 
navigator,  who  was  struck  by  a  ball  from  the  cas- 
tle, "  wherewith  he  gave  three  leapes,  by  report^ 
^  and  died  immediately/^ 

From  Kishme  the  armament  proceeded  direct 
to  Ormuz,  and  saw  it  for  the  last  tiflie  in  all  its 
glory.      It  was  of  great  bignesse,  and  seemed  a 

laost  famous  thing  to  looke  upon  from  the 
^*  ships,  with  steeples  and  towers :  the  castle  was 
*^  the  iairest,  largest,  and  strongest,  tliat  ever  I 
^saw/'  The  Portuguese^  after  a  slight  rerik- 
tance,  evacuated  the  town,  and  withdrew  into 
the  castle,  whence  it  soon  appeared  that  it  would 
be  no  easy  matter  to  expel  them.  Monoxe 
complains  that  the  Persians  were  ignorant  of 
the  art  of  war,  and  expresses  his  surprise  that 
<^  one  of  the  wonders  of  our  age.  Shah  Abbas, 


Digitized  by  Google 


CAPTUttB  OP  0ftMU2*  81 

^  sbould  send  over  an  aniiy  so  iv«ak1y  provided.'* 

They  sprung  mines,  indeed,  and  made  breaches, 
which  appeared  to  the  English  very  good ;  but 
Callibeg  declined  attempting  them,  and  was  not 
evea  provided  with  scaling  ladders  or  other 
neana  of  attack ;  so  that  Monoxe  began  to  sus- 
pect, **  his  mining  is  for  gold,  not  to  make 

breaches*  unlese  it  be  breach  of  promises.'* 
He  murmurs  also,  that  the  Persian  commander 
never  admitted  him  into  his  counsels  whm  he 
could  possibly  avoid  it,  and  shewed  very  little 
disposition  to  abide  by  bi^  engagements.  Mean* 
ttflie  certain  accounts  were  received  of  'Mhe 

great  wants  and  weake  estate"  of  the  Portu- 
guese garrison.  They  sufiered  chiefly  in  regard 
to  water,  which  was  in  small  quantity  and 
bxackishf  while  their  food  was  rice  and  salt  fish, 

two  very  good  preparatives  for  a  good  drinke 
^  if  they  bad  it.**  They  were  hence  seized  with 
a  violent  flux,  which  carried  off  six  or  eight  in  a 
day,  besides  weakening  the  rest.  It  is  asserted, 
therefor^  that  the  Persian  general  by  a  vigwoua 
attack  might  have  carried  the  castle,  but  he  con- 
tinued only  making  new  mines,  "  whereof  he 
^  hath  three  in  hand,  as  if  he  would  Uow  up  the 
•*  castle  wail  round  about,  before  he  will  make 

his  entrie.**    At  length  a  breach  beii^  made 

which  apparently  enlarged  the  first,  an  assault 
was  orderedt  and  the  Persians  rushed  up  at  first 
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with  the  greatest  fiuyi  but  they  run  their  reso- 
^  lutton  out  of  breath/*  amd  ware  rqmlsed  by  a 

faaodful  of  Fortuguese.   He  says    they  hang  ia 
a  duster  upon  the  breachi  just  as  a  swarm  of 
bees  upon  a  tree  or  bush  that  want  a  hive,  or 
like  a  flocke  of  sheepe  at  a  gappe,  where  uooe 
is  so  hardy  to  enter.**     These  proceeding 
would  have  little  advanced  the  siege^  had  not 
the  iotemal  distress  of  the  garrison  daily  in- 
creased ;  and  the  Persians  at  length  carried  seve* 
ral  of  the  outworks.  Our  narrator  is  then  oblig- 
ed to  own  one  art  in  which  they  are  *•  very  well 
seenet'^nfor  I  do  not  thinke  there  is  any  hang* 
man  in  all  Germany  that  can  go  beyond  them.** 
When  they  have  taken  an  enemy,  **  at  one  blow 
off  goeth  his  head     the  finger  is  then  thrust 
in  at  the  mouth  and  out  at  a  hole  made  in  the 
ear,    in  such  sort  that  no  butcher  in  Eastcheap 
•*  can  do  it  better.**    They  are  not  less  "  cun- 
«  ning''  to  flay  oil'  the  skin,  and  **  stuffe  it  with 
^  straw  like  a  foot-ball.'*  These  are  then  carried 
in  triumph  as  trophies  to  their  general.  The  Por- 
tuguese being  at  length  reduced  to  the  last  extre- 

mity,  sent  a  niess^ige  to  the  English,  earnestly  be* 
seeching  that  the  treaty  of  surrender  might  be 
made  with  them,  and  not  with  the  Moors.  The 
English,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Persian 
general^  acceded  to  a  convention,  according  to 
which  the  Portuguese  were  to  give  up  Ormuz 
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md  all  that  was  in  iu  on  condittoii  of  a  bbSb  per- 

aoDal  cQQveyaoce  to  Muscat  or  India.   After  this 
treaty,  two  Pemian  deputiei  waited  upon  them, 
and,  after  a  long  preamble,  submitted  the  propo- 
salt  that  the  English  should  deliver  the  captain 
and  several  of  the  principal  Portuguese,  whom  it 
would  be  honourable  to  transmit  as  trophies  to 
Shah  Abbas;    whidi  vilde  and  dishonourable  mo* 
tion  when  I  heard,  I  absented  myself,  hating 
my  eares  for  being  guilty  of  the  hearing  of  the 
same.'*    The  Portuguese,  therefore,  were  duly 
diqieeded  out  of  the  castle,*'  to  the  number 
of  ^^600,  who  were  in  a  dreadful  state  from 
wounds  and  disease.    Monoxe  does  not  come 
down  to  the  promised  division  of  the  booty,  but 
augurs  ill  as  to  its  fulfilment,  from  the  eagerness 
with  whtdi  he  saw  the  Persians  seizing  the  pro- 
perty, and  *•  whole  bales  of  goods,  chests,  and 
''rupetas,  with  God  knoweth  what  in  them/' 
conveyed  over  the  walls.    He  inclines'to  think, 
thereibre,  that  *^  we  shall  be  served  with  what 
themselves  please." 

The  intelligence  of  this  capture  struck  the 
vice»regal  government  at  Goa  with  the  deepest 
dismay.  It  was  determined  to  attempt  recover- 
ing by  negociation  what  they  had  lost  by  arms ; 
and  an  officer  of  distinction,  Don  Garcia  de  Syl- 
va  Figuerroa,  was  sent  to  demand  the  restitution 
of  these  important  possessions.    Don  Garcia 
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landed  at  Bindel»  wbtni  ha  «m  vaoiivMl  nitli 

great  demonstrations  of  courtesy  by  the  gover- 

Q4Nr»  but  was  detaiaad  &a  aoma  days  by  waot  of 
bortei  I  daring  which  time  he  sofibied  extremely 
from  the  intensity  of  the  beat*  Ue  then  reached 
Gombrooii,  and  set  out  to  traverse  the  fdain  of 
Laristan.  The  land  here  is  dry,  salt,  and,  uoleaa 
in  some  particular  spots,  quite  banen*  Through* 

out  all  this  region,  water  is  procured  only  from 
wells.  The  road  lay  through  a  plain  bordered  on 
each  side  by  mountains  composed  of  a  whitiah 
earth  without  stone,  and  entirely  destitutOf  as 
well  as  the  plains,  of  tree,  bush,  or  shrub*  These 
naked  tracts,  however,  were  covered  with  goats, 
the  largest  and  finest  in  all  Persia  i  and  £drming^ 
in  many  villages,  the  sole  wealth  of  the  inhabit 
tants.  In  travelling  by  day  the  beat  was  found 
quite  intolerable^  and  they  were  obliged  to  taka 
the  benefit  of  moonlight.  In  approaching  within 
a  league  of  Lara,  the  governor  came  out  and  i«» 

quested  them  to  delay  their  entrance  till  next 
day,  when  it  might  be  nuuie  in  state,  according 
to  the  wish  of  the  king  and  the  viceroy  of  Sdnras. 
Meantime  tbey  were  copiously  8iq>plied  with 
dates,  grapes,  and  melons.  Next  morning*  about 
half  a  league  from  Lara,  the  governor  appeared 
attended  by  numerous  grandees^  covered  wit|i 
gold,  silver,  and  various  coloured  robes.  They 
ware  preceded  by  MO  troops,,  and  attended  by 
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Ml  whatmt  imiuiiieraUe  crowd  of  speetalori^  lo 

maintain  order  among  whomy  a  number  of  porters 
fanuidiabod  iaige  8ticki»  trliich,  thongh  employed 
with  the  utmost  vigour,  proved  scarcely  sufficient 
to  fulfil  their  purpoao.  At  the  same  time  tbe 
fieMt  motmdcd  with  aU  die  nusrc  of  Ben»» 
producing,  he  says,  **  an  incondite  and  bestial 
^  sooimL'^  The  noiie  was  tremendoiis  indeed^ 
but  without  the  least  harmony.  The  most  pro* 
aiiieBl  iofltnuneDt  waa  a  species  of  timbrel, 
sembling  a  very  large  sieve,  such  as  he  had  seen  • 
not  msojr  years  ago  in  Estremadura»  where  it  mu;^ 
hsre  been  introdoced  by  the  Moor8»^^  vulgar 
and  barbarous  instrument,  but  delightful  to  ^ej^ 
sian  ears,  and  its  preaeDoe  indispeiissUe  at  every 

ball  given  through  that  vast  empire.    Lara  is  an 

ancient  cUjr,  nearly  as  large  as  Ormua,  but  not  so 
bandsosns*  Being  the  seat,  however*  of  a  const- 
derahle  inland  trade,  it  is  well  supplied  with  cara<- 
vanaeraa*  The  bazaar,  hailt  by  Alaverdi  Khaa 
when  sultan  of  Schirae,  appeared  one  of  the  most 
sovereign  and  disttegnisbed''  edifices  in  Asia, 

and  fit  to  be  compared  witli  the  first  in  Europe. 
It  would  add  lustre  to  any  city,  and  be  could 
not  help  considering  Lara  unworthy  of  such  a 
display  of  magnificence. 

After  leaving  Lara,  tbe  embassy  passed  sttU 
between  the  same  ranges  of  mountains ;  but  the 
seene  was  not  so  enliiely  naked,  the  road  being 
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bordered  by  shrubs  and  small  treei»  pUntad  appa* 
reotly  by  travdlers  for  the  benefit  of  their  riiade. 
They  bad  now  an  opportumty  of  observing  the 
Turcoonans,  with  their  nomadic  habita  and  rude 
appearancey  rather  Scythian  than  Persian.  On 
their  approach  to  Scbiras»  the  governor  met  them 

with  a  still  more  numerous  and  splendid  retinoe 
than  at  Lam.  The  crowd  was  also  much  larger  i 
but  the  cane  being  used  with  increased  diligence* 
maintained  tolerable  order.  Near  the  gate,  a 
considecable  number  of  veiled  femalea  on  hora^ 
back  formed  part  of  the  crowd.  Schirasi  on 
entry,  did  not  answer  the  expectation  which  its 
appearance  had  excited.  The  gate  was  paltry, 
the  streets  narrow  and  ill  kept,  and  many  of  the 
booses  in  ruins*  From  without,  it  wae  magnifik 
cent  and  superb  i  within,  poor  and  miserable ;  a 
contrast  very  commonly  presented  by  tlie  cities 
of  the  East.  This  city  was  an  object  of  enmity  to 
Shah  Abbas,  having  beep  the  headquarters  of  a 
rebel  whom  be  had  reduced  by  cutting  off  the 
water  ;  which  circumstance  had  considerably  im* 
paired  its  prosperity.  The  environs  were  truly 
beautiful,  covered  with  the  finest  gardens,  and 
watered  by  innumerable  streaass,  natural  and  ar» 
tificial.  It  is  compared  to  Valencia,  and  the 
town  to  Cordova. 

Beyond  Schiras,  the  ambassador  came  to  the 
spot  called  Cilmiuar,  celebrated  for  the  mighty 
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ruins  which  cover  its  site^  the  remains  of  th#  an- 
cient PeiBepolifl.  Tbejr  were  diligently  surveyed 
by  our  author,  who  describes  them  with  an  en- 
thusiasm which  perhaps  betrays  him  into  some 
degree  of  exaggeration.  He  dwells  on  the  superb 
range  of  columns,  particularly  those  called  the 
"  forty  minarets»''  tbe  magnificent  stairs  by  which 
it  is  ascended,  the  vast  interior  square,  430  feet 
by  3l0f  and  the  huge  pieces  of  marble  without 
any  apparent  juncture.  The  sculptures  were  in- 
numerable f  and  are  conceived  by  him  to  repre- 
sent the  actions  of  a  race  of  men  prior  to  any  now 
known^  even  to  the  ancient  Babylonians  and  Per- 
aians.  Yet»  though  ascending  to  this  vast  antt* 
quity,  they  are  so  entire,  that  with  the  exception 
€£  a  few  fragments  broken  off,  they  might  seem 
to  have  been  recently  finished.  In  comparing 
these  with  the  monuments  of  other  nations,  he 
observes,  that  the  pyramids  are  mere  artificial 
mountains^  while  the  temples  of  Greece  are  in 
nuns ;  here  only,  art  and  grandeur  are  united  in 

pristine  perfection.    The  high  poHsh  of  the  mar- 

ble  was  amusingJy  shewn  by  »  mastifl;  who  seeing  . 
htt  own  figure  reflected  on  the  walls,  was  worked 
up  to  fury,  which  was  always  increased  by  tlie 
view  of  tbe  corresponding  gestures  in  the  reflect* 
ed  image ;  till  the  same  scene  being  repeated 
wherever  they  came^  they  were  at  length  d>liged  « 
to  chain  and  send  him  oft 
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At  Ispahan  the  embassy  were  met  by  the  same 
retinue  and  cfowd,  and  were  eqoaily  stunned  by 
the  noise  of  cymbafs  and  instnimenti^  They 
saw  here  a  troop  of  females  mounted  on  horses 
very  finely  caparisoned ;  their  faces  covered,  hot 
their  hair  hanging  dowOy  richly  ornamented  with 
pearis  and  jeweh.   As  tkef  approached,  clouds 

of  dnst  concealed  this  city.  When  they  entered, 
it  appeared  still  more  wretched  and  ruined  tbao 
Schirss  i  the  streets  narrow,  irregular,  and  wind- 
ing ;  the  whole  aspect  old,  poor,  and  miserable, 
in  short,  he  indignantly  dedarea  it  a  thing 
"  most  shameful  and  abominable/'  From  this 
doom,  however,  were  excepted  the  edifices  erect- 
ed by  Shah  Abbas,  which  were  very  splendid. 
They  consisted  of  an  excellent  caravanaera,  con- 
taining complete  aeeo«Mnodatioo  for  a  great  mini* 
ber  of  merchants  and  a  bazaar  of  vast  extent, 
syrroundhng  the  caravaasera,  aiad  fiUed  with  tiie 
most  precious  commodities.  But  the  greatest 
disjriay  of  magnificence  was  in  the  Meidaa  or 
great  square,  on  one  side  of  which  was  built  the 
palace,  resembling  a  tower  with  gilded  virandas# 
On  the  to|s  somewhat  retiring,  was  a  square  tur- 
ret most  beautifully  gilded,  whence  the  sultanas, 
at  a  jeaidusy,  eould  command  a  view  cf  the  Mci- 
dan,  the  gardens,  and  the  whole  town.  The 
grounds  and  barams  attached  to  the  palace  were 
shut  from  every  eye.    The  gardens  round  I^a* 
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Ittn  were  fine^  but  could  boI  iivbI  the  extent  tad 

beauty  of  those  of  Schino*  Shah  Abbas  had  also 
built  s  wiy  fiae  new  mosque,  the  nteflrat  of  which 
was  as  high  as  the  steq)le  of  Seville,  the  highest 
in  Spain.  When  the  embesajr  came  in  front  of 
the  palace,  they  were  desired  to  fall  prostrate  ^ 
but  this  appearing  to  them  beneath  their  dignit/f 
Aej  refilled  to  do  more  than  take  off  their  hatSi 
while  the  Persian  lords  dismounted,  and  threw 
tbemielves  on  the  ground; 

The  next  city  which  the  embassy  visited  was 
Gmem  (Cashan),  which  they  £9und  comparative- 
ly  small,  but  pleasant,  and  the  inhabitants  mild 
and  peaceable.  They  were  here  present  at  a  bull 
fight,  to  witness  which  the  whole  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  male  and  female,  were  collected*  All 
were  gay  and  arnmeled,  except  the  owners  of  the 
bulls,  on  whose  countenances  care  sat  painted ; 
wfaicfa  was  changed,  however,  into  triumpbi  when 
their  bulls  had  gained  a  victory*  As  the  light 
proceeded,  the  passions  of  the  multitude  warmed ; 
they  raised  vehement  cries,  which  came  at  length 
to  blows  and  bloodshed.  The  females  did  not 
take  any  concern  in  the  blows  ^  but  no  effort 

which  the  human  voice  could  make  was  by  them 
omitted*  Stunned  with  this  uproar,  the  ambas* 
sador  oifered  them  money  to  go  home  quietly ; 
but  this  offer  being  conceived  an  insult,  turned 
Iheir  iodignatiofi  upon  him,  and  only  added  a 
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new  source  of  tumult,  so  that  he  was  gfad  to  make 
off  with  all  speed.  These  bull  fights  prevail  over 
all  Persia ;  but  Casban  is  the  place  where  tbej 
excite  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  aod  are  carried 
to  the  greatest  height. 

The  next  great  city  to  which  the  embassy  came 
was  CasbiDy  then  the  royal  residence.  Their  en* 
trance  here  was  distinguished  by  greater  honours 
than  at  any. of  the  other  cities.  They  were  met 
by  twelve  hundred  horsemen  most  splendidly  at^ 
tired  and  accoutred,  and  whose  ariuour  glittered 
with  gold  and  jewels.  There  was  no  crowd  bqw* 
ever,  no  females ;  all  under  pain  of  death  were 
prohibited  to  come  out.  They  were  handsomely 
accommodated  in  a  house  close  to  the  great 
mosque;  but  the  ambassador,  impatient  for  his 
introduction  at  court*  was  disappointed  on  being 

told  that  it  could  not  take  place  for  two  days. 

On  the  appointed  morning  si^  hundred  men  ap- 
peared as  bearers  of  the  presents,  who^  it  was 
found,  expected  to  get  each  something  to  carry, 
^his  rather  discomposed  the  embassy ;  for  though 
there  was  enough  to  divide  among  the  whole,  the 
articles,  frittered  into  so  many  minute  portions, 
did  not  make  the  same  imposing  appearance  as  in 
a  collected  state.  On  reaching  the  palace,  they 
were  detained  for  half  an  hour  at  the  gate.  In- 
dignant, less  at  the  hardship  than  at  the  "  pride 
of  these  barbarous  orientalsi''  Don  Garcia  an- 
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nounced  his  determination  -to  return  home  unless 
immediate  admission  was  obtained.-  Hereupon 
be  30on  gained  permission  to  enter  the  royal  gar- 
dens, and  proceeded  through  an  avenue  of  laige 

and  beautiful  trees  of  considerable  dimensions,  to 
a  lake ;  in  the  midst  was  a  summer-house^  opeu  on 
all  sides,  but  covered  with  a  cupola,  supported 
by  four  columns.  The  approach  was  by  a  small 
bridge,  of  which  they  had  passed  two4hirds  wfaes 
the  train  suddenly  stopped,  and  the  interpreter 
called  out  the  King/'  Shah  Abbas  in  fiict 
appeared,  coming  out  alone  from  the  summer- 
bouse.  The  first  view  of  this  prince  subverted 
every  idea  which  Don  Garcia  had  formed  respec- 
ting the  court  of  this  great  potentate.  Accus- 
tomed to  Spanish  pomp  and  parade,  exhibited  on 
an  augmented  scale  in  its  viceregal  government 
at  Goa,  he  seems  to  have  been  unable  to  conceive 
a  court  in  which  its  display  was  not  considered  as 
the  iirst  privilege  of  royalty.  Nothing  therefore 
could  be  more  remote  from  his  ideas,  thao  one 
where  all  parade  seems  to  have  been  held  in  con- 
tempt, and  nothing  but  real  business  r^farded* 

Instead  of  an  oriental  pageant,  blazing  with  gold 
and  gems,  he  saw  a  little  man,  drest  in  a  paltry 
robe,  such  as  was  worn  by  his  meanest  subjects, 
and  a  bonnet  still  shabbier  than  the  robe.  .  His 
facob  not  naturally  swarthy,  was  tanned  by  con- 
tinual exposure  to  the  air  i  his  hands  were  rough. 


Mdl  bkck,  like  thoteof  tbe  nultiit  {Mt^ 

sant,  whom  indeed  he  in  every  respect  resembled* 
The  aiobagsad^r  however  dropped  on  his  kneesy 
|mt  his  hnd  to  bis  month  and  then  to  his  sl«ev«. 
The  king  received  him  graciously,  asked  for  the 
king  of  Spaioi  atid  caused  him  to  be  oabeited  into 
the  apartment)  where  he  promised  soon  to  join 
hiw^  Don  Grarcia  was  led  in  by  two  Persian  lordsi 
the  viceroys  of  Ghilan  and  Curdistan,  who  squat* 
ted  theoMelves  on  their  hams  upon  each  sid^ 
whereupon  he  placed  himself  between  them  in 
the  same  positioiii  though  his  sword  and  spear 
rendered  it  rather  incooBroodious*  As  he  sat,  a 

person  entered  in  a  phiin  robe,  without  scimitar 
or  any  ensigQ  of  dignity.  Don  Garcia  deemed 
him  therefore  unworthy  of  notice,  till  some  one 
said,  The  ambassador  of  Room,"  (the  name  by 
which  the  Ottoman  Fdrte  is  known  in  the  East)* 
There  seems  to  have  been  something  electrical  in 
the  inqpression  made  by  this  announcement,  which 

appeared  irresistibly  amusing  to  the  Persian  court. 
The  courtiers  burst  into  loud  fits  of  laughter,  and 
the  viceroy  of  Ohilan  whispered  who  he  thought 
it  had  been.  He  frankly  owned  that  he  had  taken 
him  <br  a  Mollah  of  one  of  the  poor  Arab  tribes 
whom  he  had  seen  near  the  head  of  the  Persian 
Oulf*  This  redonbled  their  mirth ;  and  the  king, 
en  entering,  being  told  the  grounds  of  it,  enjoyed 
them  greatly,  and  rallied  the  Turkish  aodbamdor 
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on  the  subject  That  personage  appeared  at  first 
somewhat  discomposed,  but  soon  resumed  his  n»- 
fond  dignity  and  gravity.  During  ihia  tittie  Dm 
Garcia  had  remarked  a  boy  in  a  plain  green  robe^ 
irUtk  him  arm  round  m  piUarr  atandkig  Uke  a  statue^ 

without  the  least  notice  being  taken  of  him  by 
aoy  one.  It  was  a  new  surprise  to  Imm  that  this 
Has  the  heir-apparent  of  the  munarehy.  He 
Marked  also  a  lady  with  a  face  broader  than  it 
was  long,  sealed  at  a  viranda  on  the  bank  of  the 
Jake.  She  demeaned  herself  with  an  air  of  ma- 
jesty, as  if  all  that  passed,  was  done  only  for  bar 
amusement ;  but  he  does  not  seem  to  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  inquire  who  aba  was. 

Supper  was  now  brought,  which  agreed  as  little 
as  any  other  particular  with  all  the  preconceived 
ideas  of  Don  Garda.  It  consisted  of  riee,  mot* 
ton  and  fowl,  with  a  desert  of  plums  half  green^ 
ladishes,  and  cncombers.  The  fare»  in  shost>  was 
such  as  might  have  been  expected  in  the  tent 
ef  a  wandering  Arab,  rather  than  at  one  of  the 
■Mst  splendid  courts  of  the  East.  He  talks  with 
derision  of  such  poor  and  miserable  customs 
and  bad  no  comfort  unless- in  observing,  that  thm 

rude  viands  were  served  in  dishes  of  solid  and 
massive  gold.  The  king  was  courteous  $  be  drank 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  then  to  the  Turictsh  am« 
bassador^s  beard.  His  mind  however  appeared  to 
be  entirely  eccupM  in  discnssioos  with  the  en* 
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^HHj  iMpectiiig  some  cootaMd  provinMi;  to  tlMit 

'  he  could  afford  nothing  but  courtesy  to  the  Spa- 
utrdy  who  at  the  proper  hour  ordered  his  equ^ 
page,  and  returned  home. . 
,  Don  Garcia  fully  expected  that  this  ceremonial 
introduction  would  be  imniediatdijr  followed  by  a 
jnore  private  interview,  in  which  he  could  enter 
on  the  business  of  the  missioiu  The  king,  how* 
ever,  delayed  this  on  various  pretences ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  a  xumour  spread  that  the  court 
were  preparing  to  set  out  for  Sultania.  The  am* 
faassador  saw  that  he  wa^  trifled  with ;  and  learn* . 
ing  that  the  Shah  spent  part  of  erery  evening  at 
the  Meidan  or  great  square,  determined  to  go 
thither,  and  fi>rce  an  interview*  Ther^  accord* 
ingly,  he  found  the  king,  who  seeing,  by  Don 
Garcia's  action  and  air,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
give  him  the  slip,  voluntarily  rode  up,  and  invit* 
ed  hin^  to  sup  in  one  of  the  royal  gardens.  As 
soon  as  they  were  seated,  the  Shah  opened  the 
conference  with  his  own  complaints*  He  ex- 
pressed great  surprise,  that  the  Pope  and  Spiin 
should  not  have  joined  their  whole  force  against 
Turkey,  and  that  the  former,  whose  power  was 
so  feoerally  acknowledged,  should  not  have  unit* 
ed  all  Christendom  in  a  league  against  their  com- 
UKm  enemy.  Don  Garcia  represented  the  divi- 
sions and  self-interest  which  reigned  among  the 
l^uropean  states  ^  but  urged  that  Spain  had  done 
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imidi  with  her  gftllies  to  check  the  power  <it  tbo* 

Ottoman.  The  king  replied,  be  doubted  that 
was  very  little,  otherwise  how  could  the  Turkiah 
ambamdor  have  declared  that  he  never  knew 
till  BOW  there  was  such  a  country  as  Spain.  Don 
Garcia  yebemeotly  depreciated  the  knowledge 
the  ambassador,  urging  also  that  he  did  not  fill 
any  military  department ;  but  the  Shah  remark* 

ed,  that  a  person  in  his  high  official  station  ought 
to  know  every  thing  connected  with  the  political 
etate  of  his  country.  When  this  topic  was  ex* 
hausted,  Don  Garcia  began  to  touch  upon  that 
of  Qrmuz.  On  this  point  the  mind  of  Abbas 
was  evidently  made  up.  He  was  fixed  and  well 
reserved  not  to  cede  an  inch  of  his  conquests  ! 
buty  at  the  same  time,  was  willing  to  conciliate 
the  Spaniard  by  every  courtesy  and  concession 
which  would  cost  him  nothing.  In  this  exigence, 
be  bethought  himself  of  a  Catholic  monk,  whom 
he  had  allowed  to  settle*  and  establish  a  small' 
convent,  at  Ispahan.  He  had  even  assumed  a 
sort  of  semblance  of  Christianity,  to  be  put  on 
whenever  it  could  answer  any  purpose.*  He 

^  It  appears  even  that  he  was  at  one  time  formally  bap* 
iued  ;  an  erent  to  which  the  Jesuits  ascribe  all  the  victories 
with  which  his  arms  were  crowned  against  the  Turks  and 
Tsrtsis.  See  Nourel  ConTenioa  du  Roi  de  Perie»  avec  la 
*^  Defttle  ds  deux  ocas  nil  Tura  sprds  is  ccm?ersion.*'  Psris» 
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seotf  therefore,  to  the  head  of  the  convent,  de- 
urulg  that  bo  should  re|Mur  to  him  iaitantlyy  with 

his  sacred  book.    In  the  mean  time  he  shuffled 


1 

i 

sword,  and  was  lud^y  enough  to  invoivo  him  in  a 

controversy  on  the  comparative  merit  of  Fersiaa 
and  Castilian  Uades*  By  these  shifts  be  got  over 
the  time  till  the  superior  made  his  appearance. 
The  king  iostaotly  started  up»  took  him  in  his 
arms,  and  kissed  him,  then  melted  into  tears, 
and  rivetted  his  eyes  on  the  holy  page»  of  which 
Garcia  knew  well  that  he  did  not  understand  a 
s^'llable.  The  Spanish  retinuet  however»  were 
highly  edified  with  the  spectacle^  and  pronounced 
Abbas  the  most  pious  and  best  of  kings.  The 
ambassador,  who  knew  all  this  to  be  rank  hypo* 
crisy,  and  saw  the  Persian  lords  laughing  in  their 
sleeve,  deemed  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  say  the 
direct  contrary  of  all  that  be  thought.  He  ex- 
pressed his  deep  admiration  of  what  he  saw,  and 
which  fully  confirmed  the  report  of  his  majesty'a 

piety,  which  was  already  so  widely  spread  over 
Europe.  After  this  exhibition,  a  supper,  aa 
plain  as  formerly,  was  brought  in.  As  soon 
as  it  wa3  over,  the  ambassador  judged  it  time 
to  proceed  to  business,  and  bcigan  to  open  the 


1606.  Also,    Histolrs  VeriuO^le  de  tout  ee  qui  8*est  ftict  et 
psMd  en  Perse  depois  les  cereaooies  du  Bsptenne  du 

**  Grand  Sophy.*'   Paris,  1616. 
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Mibject  of  Im  mission.  The  instant,  bowevert 
that  tbft  name  of  Ormuas  was  mentioned,  the 

inonarcb  was  seized  with  a  paroxysm  of  holy  fer- 
Tour,  far  aurpasaing  all  that  be  had  yet  exhibited. 
Between  every  glass,  he  rivetted  his  eyes  on 
heaven  in  inward  prayer^  and  boljr  tears  stream- 
ed down  his  eheek.  In  this  frame  of  the  royal 
mind,  it  would  have  been  obviously  unbecoming 
to  press  the  mention  of  any  secular  concerns. 
Don  Garcia,  thereforei  renewed  the  expression 
of  his  admiration  i  but  as  the  king  descended 

from  this  high  key,  and  began  to  enter  into  com- 
mon conversation^  be  made  repeated  efforts  to 
renew  the  subject  i  but  whenever  the  slightest 
aUusion  was  made  to  Omnuz,  the  monarch's  eyes 
were  constantly  seen  raised  upwards,  and  biateara 
again  beginning  to  flow»  The  ambassador  had 
the  firmness  to  suppress  his  almost  freamed  rag^ 
and  to  maintain  an  outward  politeness  ;  but  see* 
ingy  that  any  farther  mention  of  the  subject  could 
only  serve  to  rekindle  in  the  monarch  the  fiame 
oi  piety,  he  rose  and  took  bis  leave. 

The  kingt  from  this  time,  shewed  Don  Garcia 
still  more  uniform  attention,  and  sent  him  daily 
presents  of  corn,  fruit%  and  game.  The  ambas- 
sador,  on  the  other  hand,  went  nightly  to  the 
MeidaUp  always  resolving  and  hoping  to  get  bis 
remonstrances  listened  to»  Whenever  he  appear** 
ed  the  king  rode  up,  gaily  accosted  bim,  and 

♦7 
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usuallj  calUng  for  win^  drank  the  beallbs  of  the 

king,  queen,  and  prince  of  Spain ;  then,  when  he 
saw  tlie  name  of  Ormuz  beginning  to  tremble  on 
bis  lipsy  pretended  some  urgent  buiiness,  and 
rode  off  abruptly.  The  time  thus  passed,  till  it 
suddenly  became  known  that  the  court  was  to 
set  out  in  three  days  for  Sultania.  Hereupon 
Don  Garcia  went  to  the  Meidan,  determined  to 
bring  the  Shah  to  something.  As  soon  as  the 
military  exercise  was  over,  he  rode  up,  and  point- 
edly said  that  he  wished  to  speak  to  him  on  the 
subject  of  Ormuz.  Abbas  could  contrive  no 
shift  to  extricate  himself ;  so  that  the  ambassa- 
dor had  now  the  opportunity  to  open  the  full 
budget  of  his  wrongs  j  tiie  capture  of  Ormuz,  of 
Queixome  (Ktsbme),  and  of  Camaraon  (Gom* 
broon)  in  time  of  profound  peace,  from  a  power 
far  whom  he  had  dways  professed  friendship,  and  ' 
whom  his  glorious  zeal  for  the  Christian  faith 
should  make  him  view  as  allies,  and  even  as  bro- 
thers.  In  this  extremity  Abbas  could  think  of 
no  excuse,  but  to  say  that  he  had  taken  them 
from  the  natives,  to  whom  they  most  properly  be- 
longed* The  ambassador,  by  appealing  to  a  hun- 
dred years'  possession,  soon  shewed  the  utter  fii« 
tility  of  this  pretext,  so  that  the  monarch  saw  no 
resource  but  suddenly  to  put  spurs  to  his  horse, 
and  gallop  off.  Next  day  he  transmitted  a  mes- 
sage, that,  according  to  certain  information,  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


49 


Turks  were  Already  besi^ing  Van,  whidi  obliged 
bioa  to  set  out  without  the  possibility  of  again 
seeing  the  ambMadon 

The  narrative  ot  Don  Garcia  here  closes  j  but 
it  would  appear  that  be  spent  a  longer  time  in 
Persia,  and  died  in  that  country.  It  need  scarce^ 
ly  be  added,  that  every  future  attempt  to  obtain 
restitution  of  the  conquests  made  by  the  Shah, 
had  the  same  result  with  those  which  we  have 
now  commemorated. 

In  163^  the  Duke  Holstein  having  formed 
the  design  of  establishing  a  silk  manufactory, 
sent  an  embassy  into  Per^t  to  make  arrange* 
ments  for  procuring  the  raw  material.  A  very 
good  account  of  this  mission  was  written  by  the 
secretary^  Ouauus  i  but  as  its  period  differs  little 
from  that  of  the  more  full  and  satisfactory  narra* 
tive  of  Chardin,  our  limits  will  admit  only  of  a 
very  rapid  outline.  They  were  obliged  to  land 
near  Derbent,  in  the  province  of  Shirvau.  Brug- 
sDan»  the  principal  ambassador,  who  seems  to  have 

been  of  a  violent  and  quarrelsome  temper,  in- 
volved himself  in  a  dispute  with  the  governor,  on 
account  of  receiving  a  horse,  the  quality  of  which 
did  not  appear  to  him  suitable  to  his  dignity. 
Although  the  circumstance  was  clearly  proved  to 
have  arisen  entirely  from  mistake,  he  sent  oir  the 
bearers  without  any  present,  which  is  considered 
VOL.  nu  D 
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in  the  East  as  the  highest  indignity.  The  go- 
vernor  of  Derbent,  deeply  resenting  this  treat* 
menty  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  annoy 
them,  and  withhold  the  means  of  proceeding. 
They  were  obliged  to  send  a  messenger  to  the 
Khan  of  Shirvan,  through  whose  good  offices 
they  were  at  length  supplied  with  the  necessa* 
ry  accommodations*  They  reached  Sehamachi, 
where  they  were  received  with  all  due  honours* 
They  had  an  opportunity  here  ei  seeing  the  bap- 
tism of  the  Armenians,  of  whom  great  numbers 
inhabited  this  city.  The  whole  body  went  in 
procession  to  the  river,  being  protected  against 
the  insults  of  the  Mahometans  by  a  strong  body 
of  troops.  The  Khan  had  a  rich  tent  erected, 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  embassy  were  supplied 
with  fifteen  horses,  to  enable  them  to  contemplate 
this  pious  exhibition.  Four  men  leaped  in  first, 
and  swam  about,  breaking  a  thin  coat  of  ice  with 
which  the  river  was  covered.  The  bishop  then 
stepped  forward,  and  afler  having  read  for  about 
an  hour,  consecrated  the  water  by  dipping  into  it 
a  golden  cross.  The  Armenians  then  running  to 
the  bank,  some  of  them  plunged  in,  others 
sprinkled  their  faces  with  water,  while  others 
merely  drank  a  small  portion.  The  Khan  check- 
ed his  attendants,  when  they  attempted  to  <^r 
any  serious  annoyance  to  these  devout  bathers, 
but  indulgently  permitted  some  of  them  to  capw 
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about,  in  mimicry  of  the  dances  which  the  wor- 
Aippars.  wer^  performing  rouD4  their  bi»bop« 

From  Scbamachi,  the  embMsadors  proceeded 
by  Ar4€ivil9  Sultaoia*  Koom,  and  Cashan,  to 
Ispahan.  Tbey  were  received  and  accommodat- 
ed  in  a  diatinguished  mannery  but  wer^  spon  iii- 
wWed  IP  a  violent  fray  with  an  Indian  ambassa- 
dor, who  happened  to  be  resident  at  Ispahan. 
Tbe  qiiarrel  began  with  one  domestic  on  each  side^ 
and  soon  spread  through  the  whole  body  of  thf^ 
servants ;  till  the  In4i40s  baying  killed  a  GermaQ» 
and  tied  bis  body  to  a  horse's  tail*  the  warfare 
became  open  and  violent.  Mr  Mandeslo  killed 
their  chiefs  oi  which  we  have  seien  that  he  had 
afterwards  nearly  cause  to  repent ;  and  consider- 
able damage  was  done  by  th,e  Germans  with  their 
fire-erme.  The  Indians*  however,  made  holes  in 
the  walls  and  poured  in  such  clouds  of  arrowy 
that  oor  party  were  in  serious  danger  of  being 

overpowered,  when  a  body  of  troops  arrived  from 
tbe  tiofhi  for  tbeix  reliei»  op  ^bose  appearance 
the  Hindoos  made  oS.  The  Sophi  once  threaten* 
ed  to  cause  the  Indian  ambassador's  hands  to  be 
cut  cff,  but  contented  himself  with  ordering  him 
and  bis  whole  train  to  leave  Ispahan.  Soon  after, 
the  embassy  had  their  public  a^dieoc;e,  fu  tbe 
ceremonies  <^  which  there  was  nothing  peculiar. 
They  were  received  in  ^e  b^U  ,of  justice  by  the 
SopMf  a  young  man  about  twenty-seven,  plainly 
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dressed,  but  having  near  him  a  scimitar  set  with 
diamonds.  They  bad  afterwards  many  private 
interviews  with  this  prince,  whose  fiivour  they 
conciliated  by  becoming  his  bottle  companions. 
They  were  invited  as  to  hunting  parties ;  but  if 
game  did  not  instantly  make  its  appearance,  wine 
was  produced,  and  such  a  noise  soon  aros^  as 
frightened  away  all  the  feathered  creatton.  Yet 
they  saw  also  some  hnntings  contrived  upon  the 
iiitile  plan  of  enabling  the  Sophi  to  take  vast  quan- 
tities of  game  without  effort*  In  taking  cranes,  a 
long  hidden  way  was  made  under  ground,  at  the 
end  of  which  was  strewed  a  quantity  of  wheat,  when 
the  cranes  rushing  in,  were  taken  with  ease,  to  the 
number  of  about  eight  hundred.  The  king  also 
chusing  to  hunt  pigeons,  went  to  a  lofty  tower  done 
up  as  a  pigeon-house^  when  a  great  n<»8e  being 

made,  the  birds  flew  out,  and  were  readily  brought 
down  in  vast  numbers.  Upon  the  whole,  though 
nothing  is  mentioned  as  to  the  business  of  thw 
mission,  they  express  the  highest  satisfaction  at 
the  distinguished  and  courteous  manner  in  whtcli 
they  were  uniformly  treated. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
Sir  Thomas  Hs&B£BT,  a  very  accomplished  Eng- 
lish gentleman,  visited  several  countries  of  the 
East,  and  particularly  Persia.  He  wants  method, 
and  makes  too  great  a  parade  of  his  learning  but 
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he  has  hit  off,  in  a  quaint  and  lively  style,  some 
of  the  leading  features  of  Persiao  society.  Ue 
says,     Now  ooncerning  the  natives,  they  are  ge- 
nerally  well  limbed  and  straight  |  the  zone 
^'they  live  in  makes  them  tawoy;  the  wine 
"  cheerful ;  the  women  paint ;  the  men  love 
''armsf  all  affect  poetry;  what  the  grape  in- 
flames,  the  law  allays,  and  example  bridles/* 
The  Persians,''  he  says,  "  have  been  long  praised 
as  of  all  men  the  most  civil ;  which  disposition 
it  ijjgy  reserve  unto  this  day."    "  At  meals,'' 
adds  he*    they  are  the  merriest  men  alive ;  no 

•*  people  in  the  world  have  better  stomachs,  or 
''drink  more  freely,  yet  are  harmlessly  merry* 

At  this  exercise  they  sit  long  and  drink  sonnd* 
^  ly,  condemning  that  precept  of  the  Alcoran  as 
^  an  idle  toy."  The  following  feature  does  not 
seem  to  have  pleased  him  so  much  :  **  The  better 

sort  are  so  oft  on  horseback,  that  they  hate  to 
"  see  men  walk  ;  such  they  think  distempered  in 
"mind/'  This  inference  apparently  had  been 
applied  to  himself  $  hence  he  tauntingly  retorts, 
"  A  madder  thing  to  see  them  ride,  though  it 
^  were  only  for  half  a  stone's  cast." 

In  regard  to  political  constitution,  Sir  Thomas 
observes,  Under  most  miserable  servitude  these 
"  wretched  Mahometans  do  live,  happy  only  in 
''  not  knowing  what  a  free  subject  means."  Yet 
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he  observes,  that  justice  is  administered  with 
great  rigour,  and  that  *^  travellers  can  scarce  find 
a  more  quiet  place  than  Persia/'  He  does  not 
mention  having  seen  the  king  except  once,  when 
he  passed  accidentaHy  through  the  court  in  his 
English  dress.  He  then  teceiv^d  a  veiy  gracious 
salutation  from  that  monarch,  who,  he  states, 
took  particubr  delight  to  see  exotiques  in  their 
fc  ^y^^  country  habit." 

Amoko  the  many  traveHers  who  have  thnmn 

light  on  the  Persian  empire,  Chahdin  has  always 
been  considered  as  the  one  to  whom  Europe  h 

most  indebted.  He  devoted  his  life,  as  it  were,  to 
the  knowledge  of  Persia.  He  made  long  and  re* 
peated  visits  thither;  he  traversed  it  in  length  atid  - 
breadth,  from  the  Caspian  to  the  ocean.  He  knew 
Ispahan  better  than  Paris.  The  only  journey,  bow- 
ever,  of  which  he  has  given  a  detailed  account,  is 
that  undertaken  in  I67d.  On  this  occasion  he  car« 
ried  a  comniisision  from  the  king  of  France,  to  col- 
lect a  number  of  valuable  jewels,  for  the  purchase 
of  which  he  brought  other  jewels,  with  1S,000 
ducats  in  gold.  He  proceeded  through  Poland 
to  the  Crimea,  etnbarked  at  Caffii,  Und  landed  at 
Isgaour  in  Mingrelia.  He  found  this  a  mere 
desert  spot,  where  the  traders  took  up  their  tem- 
porary abode  while  vessels  were  lading.  They 
then  inclosed  a  market-place  with  stakes,  and 
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erected  a  fkw  little  wooden  buU  for  thm  resi- 
dcDce.  Chardin  sent  an  express  to  a  monasterjr 
of  Theatine^  situated  about  forty  miles  up  the 
ootmtry,  who*  lie  had  been  assured,  voold  sup* 
ply  him  amply  with  the  meaos  of  proceeding  into 
Persia.    Meanttme  be  was  mudi  dismayed  to 

find  that  there  was  not  a  single  article  of  provision 
to  be  purdbased,  nor  any  thing  except  slaves 
diained  two  and  two  together.  He  was  obliged 
to  subsist  himself  and  his  attendants  upon  dried 
fidi  without  buead.  A  few  days  after  his 
arrival,  news  came  of  the  approach  of  a  band 
Ahcas  (Abasai),  a  Caucasian  people,  who  had 

entered  Mingrelia  avowedly  as  allies  against  the 
Torka.  The  merchants,  however,  lost  not  a  mo- 
ment in  hurrying  on  board  witli  all  iheir  eftcts, 
so  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  these  trusty  confe* 
derates.  Accordingly,  on  their  arrival  the  whole 
market-place  was  instantly  seen  in  a  blaze,  and 
on  landing  again  they  found  nothing  but  adies. 

About  a  fortnight  had  now  elapsed,  and  Char- 
din  was  longing  very  much  for  the  arrival  of  the 
Theatines,  when  the  Prefect  at  length  made  Us 
appearance.  Our  traveller  ran  up  to  him  with  a 
joy  which  he  was  &r  firom  returning.  He  be* 
sought  God  to  forgive  any  one  who  had  advised 
him  to  come  into  this  qountry ;  that  it  was  the 
moet  barbarous  in  the  world,  and  the  people  moft 
wicked  than  it  was  possible  to  c<mc6ive.  Char#> 


Digitized  by  Google 


PERSIA* 


din  having  boasted  that  he  had  a  ietter  to  the 
Prince  of  Mingrelia,  the  Prefect  assured  him  that 
there  was  not  a  baser  robber  in  his  dominions. 
As  an  improvement  on  the  general  state  of  affiiirst 
the  Turks  and  Georgians  were  laying  waste  the 
country  with  fire  and  sword,  carrying  captive  all 
who  did  not  save  themselves  by  flight.  He  ex* 
horted  him,  therefore,  most  earn^tly  to  return 
by  the  way  he  came,  without  a  moment's  de« 
lay.  Chardin,  however,  courageously  dctermin- 
ed  to  proceed.  He  sailed  by  sea  to  Anargbiay 
and  thence  to  Sipias,  the  Theatine  convent,  where 
he  was  well  lodged.  His  baggage,  when  landed, 
filled  eight  carts,  the  fame  of  which  spread  over 
all  Mingrelia,  exciting  an  universal  wish  to  obtain 
some  share  of  their  ample  contents.  The  rumour 
soon  procured  him  the  honour  of  a  visit  from  the 
Princess  of  Mingrelia.  She  had  with  her  eight 
female  attendants,  and  about  ten  men,  shabbily 
clothed  and  mounted.  Being  waited  upon  by 
the  superior,  she  immediately  asked  for  the  Eu- 
ropeans, who  had  brought  the  baggage  ;  where- 
upon Chardin  was  introduced.  Her  highness 
put  a  thousand  questions,  in  reply  to  which  he 
declared  himself  to  be  a  Capuchin,  in  the  view  of 
acting  which  cfaaraeter,  he  bad  arrayed  himself  in 
very  mean  attire,  hoping  thus  to  obtain  credit  for 
some  measure  of  poverty.  She  put,  moreover^ 
other  questions,  as,  whether  he  had  ever  been  in 
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love?  how  be  could  avoid  Ailing  in  love?  and 

whether  he  had  a  wife  i  On  this  last  question 
being  answered  in  the  negative,  she  bitterly  la- 
mented his  case,  and  undertook  to  provide  oneg 
without  paying  the  least  regard  to  his  loud  pro* 
testations  of  having  no  wish  to  be  so  accommo- 
dated. This  train  of  questions,  with  the  bursts 
ef  laughter  which  accompanied  each,  greatly  dis* 
composed  our  author,  especially  as  be  could 
with  difficulty  evade  the  repeated  instances  to 
sec  the  contents  of  his  trunks.  He  promised, 
however,  to  wait  upon  her  highness  next  day, 
and  bring  a  handsome  present. 

Next  morning  Cbardin  received  from  the  Prin- 
cess  an  invitation  to  dinner  at  her  residence^ 
which  was  two  miles  distant.  He  was  received 
in  a  covered  space  in  front  of  the  house,  where 

she  and  her  females  sat  on  a  carpet,  the  guards 
beiug  placed  in  a  circle  on  the  grass,  iifae  was 
fichly  dressed  and  painted,  and  seemed  to  have 
studied  every  art  to  heighten  the  effect  of  her 
dianns.  The  present  was  then  produced,  seem* 
ingly  by  no  means  ample,  as  it  had  cost  only 
SOs.  and  could  not  now  be  valued  at  more  than 
L.S;  however,  no  dissatisfaction  was  then  ez« 
pressed.  The  dinner  consisted  of  a  hog  roasted 
whole,  and  the  Princess  oftred  to  kill  an  ox  if 
he  would  stay  supper  \  but  this  was  understood 
to  be  merely  a  coropliinent,  which  Chat  din  was 
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£u  from  wisbiog  to  press  faitlM'  than  it  wa$ 
meant*   All  the  subjects  of  cooversatiett  were 

unwelcome.  She  resumed  tbat  of  tiie  wtfi^  pro* 
miaed  to  introduee  her  very  speedily,  aeemingljr 

to  our  author's  great  tribulation.  She  made  spe- 
cific inquiries  for  a  aumbec  of  valuable  articles  | 
and  in  receiving  always  negative  answers,  became 
very  sensibly  out  of  humour*  As  he  took  leave, 
ill  Ittck  decreed,  that  beneath  his  mean  firock 
some  fragments  of  a  fine  linen  shirt  became  visi- 
ble. Her  highness  instantly  no  up^  pulled  up 
the  sleeve  to  the  elbow,  and  exhibited  the  preci- 
ous garment  in  full  view.  A  busy  conversation 
was  then  heard  with  her  wemen ;  and  it  became 
evident,  that  this  fatal  disclosure  had  ruined  all 
the  fittth  hitherto  placed  in  his  protestations  <of 
poverty. 

The  events  of  this  interview  tended  to  in^sve 

Cbardin  with  the  most  gloomy  forebodings  as  to 
the  fate  of  his  property.  That  very  night  he 
dug  a  deep  pit,  in  which  he  deposited  his  gold* 
The  two  boxes  containing  the  diamonds  were 
then  concealed  in  the  thatch  of  the  roof,  where 

it  appeared  scarcely  possible  that  any  one  should 
trace  them.  These  precautions  were  not  superiiup 
ous,  for  in  two  or  three  days  two  ^entibnen  of  the 
neighbourhood  were  introduced.  Being  imme- 
diately reinforced  by  thirty  followers,  tb^  beat 
and  bound  all  wlio  resisted,  aud  began  the  strict^ 
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est  search  into  all  valuable  articles  contained  in 
the  house.  The  iastant  that  Chardin  saw  the 
style  in  which  lliis  inquest  was  to  be  carried  ont 
he  felt,  that  without  some  very  extraordiDary 
efibrt,  all  was  over  with  bis  diamonds.  He  has* 
tened  up,  therefore,  before  the  plunderers,  and 
snatching  Che  boxes,  made  a  leap  from  the  window 
which  in  his  cooler  moments  he  durst  not  have 
ventured  ^  then  flying  full  speed  to  the  foot  of  the 
garden,  thmw  them  at  random  among  a  thicket 
briars.  Oo  his  return,  he  found  them  emplojred 
upon  the  tmnksi  which  he  was  ordered  either  te 

open  instantly,  or  have  his  head  severed  from  his 
body.  Instead  of  complying,  be  began  to  speak ; 
wh€n*eupon  a  soldier  conceived  him  to  have  ac» 
cepted  the  latter  alternative,  and  bad  bis  sword 
already  out,  but  was  luckily  stopped.  Chardin 
turned  away  his  eyes,  that  they  might  not  behold 
the  diemal  events  which  now  ensued.  The  gentle^- 

men  picked  out  every  thing  which  appeared  va- 
luable and  portable  ^  they  searched  the  garden, 
and  even  the  briars,  but  luckily  did  not  light  upon 
the  boxes.  As  the  subterranean  consignment 
also  escaped  their  notice,  the  whole  damage  did 
not  exceed  four  hundred  crowns.  Chardin,  how- 
ever, made  an  appeal  to  the  Prince^  who  bad  bis 
castle  at  fifteen  miles  distance.  The  Prince  ex- 
pressed r^ret,  but  stated,  that,  in  the  present 
distracted  state  of  the  country,  it  was  out  of  his 
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power  to  reBtratn  his  nobilitj  from  sach  pnctices* 

He  promised  to  endeavour  to  obtain  restitution  ; 
but  bis  eflbrts,  if  made,  were  fruitless*  As  to 
their  friend  the  Princess,  they  learned,  from  the 
very  best  authority^  that  a  third  of  the  proceeds 
went  into  her  treasury. 

These  perils  were  immediately  succeeded  by 
others  equally  formidable.  News  arrived  that  a 
IHirkish  army  had  entered  Mingrelia,  and  was 
laying  all  waste  with  fire  and  sword*  Our  author 
was  obliged  to  fly  for  five  leagues  through  the 
mire  to  a  fortress  in  the  woods,  where  a  chief 
friendly  to  the  Theatines  aflforded  them  shelter. 
They  could  obtain  no  lodging,  except  a  misera- 
ble bake-house  open  on  every  side  to  the  rain, 
and  only  preferable  to  the  open  court  in  which 
the  multitude  were  obliged  to  crowd.  Mean* 
while  the  Turks  coming  to  the  bouse»  found  no- 
thing which  was  at  once  valuable  and  portable ;  so 
that  after  taking  away  a  few  trifles  they  departed. 
Fate,  however,  decreed,  that  a  Mingrelian  genUe^^ 
man  deemed  it  prudent  to  glean  such  particulars  as 
they  had  overlooked.  Chardin  had  left  his  library^ 
not  apprehending  that  Mingrelia  contained  any 
person^  foreign  or  native,  to  whom  it  could  be  an 
object  of  cupidity.  The  gentleman's  ingenuity, 
however*  found  the  means  of  turning  these  litera.- 
ry  treasures  to  account*  Being  in  want  of  light 
to  cariy  on  his  search,  he  tore  out  the  paper,  and 
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made  it  mpfiy  the  place  of  candles ;  while  the 

gilt  bindings,  in  which  our  author  was  curiouSy 
were  judged  worthy  to  be  carried  off  as  onuk 
meiits.  Only  a  few  fragments  attested  to  Char- 
din  the  iate  of  this  valued  portion  of  his  pro* 
party. 

Our  traveller  felt  now  a  very  strong  inclination 
to  bid  adieu  to  Mingrelia ;  but  the  enemy  being 
in  possession  of  all  the  passes  into  Georgia,  ren- 
dered the  journey  dangerous  ^  and  he  complains 
bitterly  of  the  extravagant  love  of  life  which  ac- 
tuated the  Mingrelians,  and  rendered  auy  one 
unwilling  to  hazard  theirs  in  serving  as  his  guide. 

He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  take  a  circuitous 
route  by  sea,  and  landed  at  Gonieh,  wheret  after 
some  cuBtom«bouse  exactions,  he  reached  the 
frontier  of  Mingrelia.  Ue  describes  in  the  strong- 
est terms  his  satisfaction  at  quitting  a  country, 
where,  he  says,  the  most  direful  of  imman  evils, 
the  loss  of  goods,  insult,  slavery,  marriaget  had 
alternately  menaced  him.  With  a  light  heart, 
therelbre,  he  climbed  the  tremendous  steeps  of 
Caucasus,  though  the  snow  at  the  top  was  often 
ten  feet  deep,  and  required  to  be  removed  by 
shovels.   The  lower  declivities,  however,  were 

well  cultivated,  and  produced  excellent  wine. 

Mingrelia  consists  of  a  plain  interposed  be* 
tween  the  Euxine  and  some  of  the  loftiest  steeps 
of  Caucasus,  which  water  it  with  so  many  streams 


is  to  render  the  toil  ezceisively  soft  mad  moist. 

Hence  the  plough  is  said  to  he  often  unnecessary, 
and  equally  efficacious  when  made  of  wood  as  of 
iron.  This  superabundant  moisture  is  injurioui 
to  grains  and  fruits  of  every  description,  except 
the  vine,  which  is  particularly  plentiful  and  cxf 
cellent.  The  state  of  society  seems  much  to  re» 
semble  that  which  prevailed  in  Europe  during 
the  very  rudest  period  of  the  feudal  ages.  The 
great  lords  have  absolute  jurisdiction  over  their 
vassals,  which  extends  even  to  putting  them  to 
death,  or  selling  their  wives  and  children  into 
slavery.  They  have  castles  in  which  all  their 
treasures  and  valuables  are  kept,  and  which  serve 
as  a  retreat  to  their  vassals  in  case  of  invasion. 
War,  theft,  and  rapine,  form  their  daily  occupa- 
tion. The  chief,  and  even  Prince,  sits  down  at 
the  same  table  with  the  meanest  of  his  servants^ 
having,  however,  superior  place  and  food  appro- 
priated to  him.  The  men  are  handsome,  and 
the  women  possess  an  ample  share  of  that  beauty 
which  is  so  generally  and  strikingly  characteristic 
of  the  Caucasian  tribes. 

The  Mingreliaus  pretend  to  be  Christians,  and 
to  have  a  ehurch  of  their  own,  supposed  to  be 

ibunded  by  St  Andrew.  Their  Catholicos  enjoys 
very  considerable  revenues,  and  even  rivals  the 
power  of  the  Prince.  Nothing  however  cm  ex* 
ceed  the  ignonmce  of  the  clergy,  who  do  not  in* 


L-'iyuizcd  by 


culcate  on  the  people  the  very  first  principles  of 
religion.  They  maintain  their  credit  chiefly  by 
pretending  to  foretel  the  future,  and  to  cure  di^ 
eases  by  supernatural  means.  Their  religious  rites 
are  peifofmed  in  the  most  irreverent  manner. 

Cluirdin  saw  one  of  them  baptizing  a  child,  which 
he  did  by  reading  for  a  long  time  out  of  a  half 
torn  volume,  but  constantly  breaking  off  to  speak 
to  every  one  that  came  into  the  room.  At  ano- 
ther time,  while  be  was  asking  the  road  at  the 
door  of  a  church,  the  priest,  who  was  saying  mass, 
called  out,  that  be  would  come  and  shew  it.  He 
then  came  out  mumbling  the  mass  all  the  way ; 
then  having  put  some  questions,  civilly  pointed 
out  the  road  and  returned.  With  all  this,  they 
do  not  account  Europeans  Christians  at  all,  be- 
cause they  do  not  keep  so  many  fasts  as  them- 
selves, nor  pay  the  same  devout  regard  to  images. 

After  leaving  Mingrelia,  our  author  entered 
Georgia,  and  spent  some  time  at  Tefflis.  He  does 
not  paint  the  Georgians  in  such  dark  colours 
as  their  neighbours.  He  found  them  in  general 
civil  and  friendly,  though  fickle,  turbulent,  and 
mutinous.    Their  manners  are  licentious,  and 

they  indulge  deep  in  every  kind  of  good  cheer. 
Ue  does  not  believe  there  is  a  country  in  the 
wwld  where  such  good  wine  is  drunk,  or  so  much 
of  it.  £ating  also  is  treated  in  the  most  systema- 
tic oianner,  and  occupies  an  almost  inconceivable 
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time.  At  one  eoterUmment  our  author  reuuuaed 
three  houra,  withopt  the  course  of  roast  meat  being 
yet  brought  in.  They  begia  to  drink  small  cups^ 
which  as  the  feast  proceeds^  wax  always  larger  and 
larger,  till  at  length  the  most  courageous  beg^n  to 
empty  large  goblets  in  honour  of  their  chiefs.  Char- 
din  was  luckily  left  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  will ; 
for  had  he  attempted  to  keep  pace  with  the  rest 
of  the  company,  he  must  have  dropt  down  dead 
on  the  spot.  Georgia  being  placed  on  the  limit 
between  the  Mahometan  and  Christian  natiiMis, 

exhibited  a  great  mixture  of  manners  and  popula- 
tion* The  Princes  ailected  Mabometanism,  as 
the  only  road  to  advancement  i  but  they  were 
supposed  secretly  to  share  the  f  eelings  of  the  peo- 
ple^ whose  attachment  to  Christianity  was  ao  de- 
cidedy  that  they  would  not  allow  a  mosque  to  be 
built  in  Tefflis.  There  were, 'on  the  contrary* 
fourteen  churches,  which  appeared  to  Chardin  to 
bear  a  very  full  proportion  to  any  measure  of  piety 
that  he  was  able  to  observe. 

After  some  stay  in  Georgia,  our  traveller  b^an 
to  pass  the  lofty  mountains  which  separate  it 
from  the  Persian  province  of  Aderbijan.  The 
road  lay  over  some  of  the  most  lofty  and  rugged. 
The  houses  of  the  peasantry  were  chiefly  dug 
out  of  the  earth  on  the  sides  of  the  hills,  a£ibrd> 
ing  a  pretty  comfortable  habitation,  warm  in 
winter,  and  coq\  in  summer*    The  higiier  parts 
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of  the  ridge  were  covered  with  perpetual  and 
Teiy  daep  snoWy  which  cauld  be  crossed  only  by 
one  beaten  track,  so  Harrow  that  two  horses  could 
not  pass  each  other«  When  two  parties  were  so 
unlucky  as  to  meet,  the  strongest  compelled  the 
weaker  to  plunge  into  the  snow  at  the  side,  which 
UKjk  the  horses  above  the  middle,  and  there  wait 
till  the  others  were  gone  by.  The  hardship  was 
considered  so  severe,  that  when  there  was  any 
approach  to  equality,  a  skirmish  usually  ensued* 
Our  party,  however,  was  in  such  iorce  as  always 
to  oblige  its  antagonists  to  take  the  plunge.  A 
storm  of  fresh  snow,  when  it  occurs  in  these  tre- 
mendona  heights,  often  causes  the  destruction  of 
a  caravan. 

From  these  high  regions  Chardin  descended  to 
Erivan,  a  large  dirty  city,  situated  on  the  brink  of 
a  precipice,  near  a  large  lake  of  the  same  name. 
The  inhabitants  maintained,  that  Noah  had  re* 
aded  here  both  before  and  after  the  flood  i  and 
they  continued  to  point  out,  at  twelve  leagues  dis- 
tance, the  mountain  on  which  the  ark  had  light- 
ed, and  to  insist  that  it  was  still  there.  No  one, 
however,  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  make  his 
way  up  to  it.  After  leaving  £rivan»  they  came 
in  four  days  to  Nacshivan,  where  only  vast  piles 
of  ruins  told  how  great  this  city  had  once  been. 
He  came  then  to  Julfa,  exhibiting  a  range  of 
rocks  cut  out  into  numerous  habitations.  Bar- 
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mm  il  or  a  nnriUr  una  iobabited;  but  fihak 

Abbas,  wishing  to  interpose  a  desert  barrier  be* 
Iweeo  bis  doouoions  ud  tboae  of  Xurkej^  bad 
timnsported  all  the  inbabittnts  to  Iipahan*  A  few 
days  more  brought  them  to  Tauris,  once  the  capital 
and  still  the  second  city  of  i^sivia.  It  contiimed. 
the  seat  of  a  most  extensive  trade,  and  was  sup* 
posed  to  cootain  opwaids  of  half  a  milUon  of  Id* 
habitants.  Its  bazaars  were  magnificent,  filled 
with  the  most  precious  commodities  i  and  he  saw 
no  Meidan  or  public  square  in  Persia  so  spacious 
as  that  of  Tauris*  It  was  the  theatre  of  numerous 
games  for  the  amusement  of  the  popolaoe*  aamig 
which  the  wolf-fights  mentioned  by  Barbaro  stilt 
prevailed*  He  passed  next  through  Sultmta  and 
Sawa,  about  nine  miles  to  the  east  of  which  latter 
place  are  some  remains  oi^  Key»  described  by  the 
orientals  as  once  the  greatest  city  of  Asia.  It  is 
represented  as  containing  4600  colleges,  1^,000 
mtnaretSi  and  ISiOOO  camvBiiseras*  It  was  de^ 
corated  with  the  pompous  titles  of  "  Spouse  of 

the  World/'  and  Market  of  the  Univerae.^' 
He  passed  next  Kom,  a  great  and  ancient  city, 
and  CashaOi  which  was  then  very  flourishing^ 
Three  weeks  from  Cashan  brought  them  to  tbe 
imperial  capital  of  Ispahan. 

The  court  of  Persia  was  found  by  Chardin  to 
have  entirely  changed  its  aspect  during  the  eight 
year^  of  bis  absence*   Ali  who  were  then  in  fi^ 
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Voiir  were  now  either  dead  or  disgraced*  The 
state  of  things  was  peculiarly  unfavourable  to  his 
viewe*  ChdcaK  Khaa*  a  diigmoed  minister,  bad 
just  been  restored  to  power,  in  the  following  odd 
aaaner.  The  kii^,  who  waa  aol  deterred  by  hie 

Mahometan  profession  from  drinking  wine  to  the 
greatest  excess»  one  evenings  in  a  ^  ot  intoxica- 
tion, ofdered  a  favourite  lute  player  to  have  hta 
hands  and  feet  cut  off  The  ofiicer  to  whom  this 
mandate  was  given,  judged  it  a  mere  burst  of 
drunken  rage,  which  would  never  be  thought  of 
flsore.  The  king  however  recoUected  his  order, 
and  finding  it  not  executed,  ordered  the  disobe- 
dient officer  to  su&r  the  same  mutilation.  Ano« 
ther  who  ventured  to  intercede  for  both,  was  also 
doomed  to  share  their  fate.  A  strong  sensation 
was  excited  in  the  conrt  at  a  sentience  so  dis* 
graceful  and  atrocious.  Chekali  Khan  courage- 
ously presrated  himself  before  the  monarch,  and 
made  so  able  and  judicious  a  remonstrance,  that 
he  not  only  saved  the  hands  and  feet  oi  the  three 
ynetimst  but  restored  himself  completely  to  favour, 
and  was  reinstated  in  his  office.  Chardio  candid- 
ly acknowledges,  that  he  was  an  excellent  and 
upright  minister,  entirely  devoted  to  the  good  of 
the  state,  and  possessed  of  a  thousand  good  qu^ 
lities.  The  aversion  he  shewed  to  Christians  is 
admitted  to  have  aiiscn  solely  irom  his  strict  re- 
ligtoua  prtncii^s,  which  also  made  him  obstinate 
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ly  refuse  to  drink  wine,  though  continually  uiged 

to  it  by  the  king,  who  in  his  revels  used  to  throw 
cups  of  it  in  his  face.  One  of  bis  best  quafitiei^  but 
the  most  fatal  to  the  hopes  of  our  learned  jeweller, 
was  his  strict  economy  of  the  public  monej»  and 
aversion  to  every  kind  of  vain  ostentation.  The 
Nazir,  or  agent,  to  whom  Chardin  applied,  ac-* 
quainted  bim  with  these  circumstances^  exhorting 
him  to  hope  in  the  clemency  of  God ;  an  advice 
used  by  the  Persians  when  they  consider  all  hu* 
man  hope  as  desperate.  Chardin  was  thus  left 
for  a  long  time  with  very  little  prospect  of  any 
result  from  his  mission ;  but  at  length,  through 
the  interest  of  some  great  men,  he  found  means 
to  have  the  jewels  submitted  to  his  Majesty's  in* 

spection,  after  which  a  ncgociation  was  opened. 
It  was  of  very  great  length,  and  no  means  were 
left  untried  to  beat  down  the  price.  Arts,  threats, 
promises,  tricks,  were  none  ot  them  spared.  They 
sometimes  flattered,  and  sometimes  were  like  to 
devour  him.  They  were  particularly  confounded 
by  his  adherence  to  his  first  price,  which  appear- 
ed to  them  an  obstinacy  quite  inconceivable. 
However,  by  dint  of  firmness  and  patience,  he 
brought  the  treaty  at  length  to  a  satisfactory 
issue. 

The  Persians  are  described  by  Chardin  as  the 

most  civilized  nation  in  the  East,  and  the  greatest 
complimenters  in  the  world.   Nothing  can  ex- 
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ceed  the  skill  with  which  they  administer  flat- 
tery I  aometimes  when  they  know  that  a  person 
ia  paaaing,  they  contrive  to  be  overheard  speaks 
ing  his  praise*  .  With  the  exception  of  the  priests 
hood,  they  are  estremely  tolerant  to  the  proiesioni 
of  other  religions,  even  those  which  they  think 
the  most  abominable.  They  allow  them  eveo, 
without  any  very  severe  criticism,  to  be  taken  up 
and  laid  down  at  pleasure.  The  stranger  who 
aees  them  ooly  in  a  pasaing  manner,  would  form 
a  most  favourable  judgment^  but  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance  aoon  shews  them  to  be  only  whiten- 

ed  sepulchres.^*  Amid  their  excess  of  polite- 
nessi  generosity  ia  entirely  a  stranger  to  them ; 
interest  here,  as  over  all  the  East,  is  the  sole  prin* 
ciple  of  action.  So  diflerent  are  their  ideas  of 
pmonal  dignity  from  ours,  that  they  place  their 
glory  in  receiving  presents.  Without  presents, 
no  inferior  can  approach  a  superior,  nor  any  one 

ask  a  favour  from  another.  The  donation  Is  made 
in  the  most  public  possible  place  and  manner,  and 
k  immediately  followed  by  the  granting  of  the 
petition.  The  Persians  are  the  greatest  spenders 
in  the  worid,  and  the  persons  who  least  think  of 
the  morrow.  Suppose  the  king  to  give  one  of 
them  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  livres,  in  less 
than  a  fortnight  the  whole  has  disappeared.  Fur- 
niture, slaves,  horses,  women,  have  entirely  ah- 
sorbed  it.  His  funds  are  then  exhausted,  and  he 
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begins  sdling  them  piece  by  piece,  till  at  leogtb 
perhaps  he  sells  his  very  clothes.  The  greatest 
license  is  used  in  the  assumption  of  titles.  Even 
servants,  witfaout  Uaase  or  scruple,  affix  to  Ihoir 
names  those  q£  Duke,  Prince,  or  Mirza.  The 
raal  grandees,  on  coDtrarjr,  and  tboie  wtm 
aim  at  rising  in  the  world,  ostentatiously  assume 
the  appeUatioQ  ot  sUve.  Slave  to  the  king,  slave 
to  Mahomet,  are  the  titles  of  which  they  make  the 
highest  boast  The  Persians  view  with  just  hof^ 
rer  our  custom  of  common  swearing.  They  never 
mention  the  name  of  the  Deitj,  unless  with  os- 
tentatioiBs  reverence ;  but  they  introduce  it  into 

their  conversation  too  often,  either  in  exclama- 
tions of  praise  43t  in  confirmation  of  promises  % 
which  laat  they  too  probably  intend  to  break. 
Their  devout  speeches  are  apt  often  to  alternate 
with  others,  in  which  indecency  and  ribaldry  pra^ 
dominate* 

The  government  of  Persia  is  a  complete  despo* 

tism.  The  king,  according  to  the  original  Ma- 
liometan  idea,  which  no  violence  or  usurpation 
liaa  been  able  to  eradicate,  is  reverenced  as  iht 
prc^het  of  God.  Unfortunately,  no  due  reqiect 
exists  for  the  principle  of  primogeniture;  eo  that, 
on  the  death  of  a  sovereign,  his  sons,  as  we  have 
repeatedly  seen,  immediate^  begin  to  attack  and 
massacre  each  other.  The  princesses  are  maiv 
ried,  not  to  men  of  the  sword,  but  to  ccciesias* 
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iioBf  as  SMI  who  cannot  nise  my  pretenciow  to 

the  kingdooiy  and  who,  it  is  supposed,  will  ba 
ballar  tcained  to  diat  aubmiasuMi  wbieh  tfaaae 
lofty  dames  claim  as  their  due.  With  resp^ict  to 
aliair  fiuniUesy  a  tyatem  pf  the  most  barbaiona 
frwaiition  is  adopted.  They  are  entirely  at  the 
disposal  of  the  king,  wbo»  in  some  iastanoos»  has 
caused  tiia  whole  to  be  put  to  daatli^  aftd  most 
usually  the  sons,  on  coming  into  the  world,  have 
their  ejrea  putout  The  profineas  are  ruled  np* 
on  two  different  systems.  Oiiginaily  Uiey  were 
all  aubject  to  hereditary  goveroon  or  khans»  who 
carried  on  the  whole  internal  administfatioB,  and 
lived  in  great  pomp,  aseraiy  paying  tribute,  and 
fiimishing  troops  when  demanded.  Shah  Sepbi, 
the  successor  of  Shah  Abbas,  introduoed,  with 
ngard  to  the  ceotrai  provinoes,  the  system  of  in- 
tendants,  who  are  mere  revenue  officers,  remov* 
able  at  pleasuie.  The  amount  of  re?eaue  waa 
thus  considerably  augmented ;  hot  judicious  pe& 
sons  considered  it  as  deeply  injurious  to  the  pro« 
^rity  of  the  empire.  The  hereditary  rulers  Mt 
a  permanent  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  pro« 
viaee,  which  they  aought  by  every  meana  to  pso* 
mote  ;  while  the  new  officers  study  only  to  enrich 
themaebiea  during  the  short  era  of  tbeir  power* 
The  attachment,  too,  and  habits  of  obedience  of 
the  people  to  their  hereditary  rulers,  were  in  no 
degree  trhnsferred  to  these  upstart  governors.' 
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The  weakness  thus  induced  has  probably  bees 
one  main  cause  of  that  series  of  destructive  revo- 
lutions to  which  Persia  has  since  been  subject 

Tlie  military  system  of  Persia  is  entirely  dtflS^• 
rent  from  that  of  Europe.  They  have  no  idea  ot 
tactics  or  regular  evolutions.  Their  reviews  con- 
sist merely  in  the  soldiers  marching  along  one 
by  one,  and  having  thdr  arms  examined.  In 
making  war  they  fly  round  an  enemy  like  voU^ 
gmtrs,  cut  ofi'liis  provisions  and  water,  and,  when 
they  see  him  thoroughly  exhausted^  fall  suddenly 
upon  him.  When  threatened  with  a  great  inva- 
saon»  they  lay  waste  the  frontier,  burying  all  the 
provisions  ao  skilfully  as  not  to  be  discovered ; 
while  the  dryness  of  the  soil  preserves  all  till 
their  return.  In  this  manner  great  armies  of  the 
Turks  have  been  repeatedly  destroyed,  without 
any  regular  action. 

The  Persians  are  a  lettered  people.  The  scien- 
ces are  even  considered  by  Chardin  as  their  rul* 
ii^  passion.  The  great  men  pay  the  greatest  at- 
tention to  the  education  of  their  children,  which 
ia  chiefly  conducted  at  home  by  hired  tutors. 
Even  men  with  long  beards,  thirty,  ibrty»  or  fifty 
years  of  age,  are  not  ashamed  to  be  seen  at  their 
studies,  and  even  to  begin  the  elements  of  learn- 
ing. The  three  ranks  of  their  wise  men  are 
Takb,  MMth,  and  Maushiehed.  This  last  is  a 
chai*acter  far  superior  to  any  which  letters  can 
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4sonS(at  m  Europe*  The  Mamhtehed  is  supposed 

to  understand  all  the  sixty-two  sciences,  and  to 
be  entitled  to  give  qituioiis  upon  every  subject, 
•which  it  would  be  perilous  to  contradict.  This 
■lofty  diguity  is  conferred  solely  by  public  con- 
•em,  and  there  are  few  who  eojoy  it  undisputed* 
Cbardin  luiew  only  one^  and  even  in  his  case^ 
the  voice  of  the  nation  was  not  quite  unani* 
mous.  There  were  many,  however,,  on  the  road 
to  be  Moushteheda*  Our  anthor  otola  mudt 
the  sciences  of  Persia,  representing  them  as  quite 
equal  to  those  of  Jkuope,  unless  in  respect  of 
aome  new  discoveries*  many  even  of  which,  ac» 
counted  new  by  us,  are  old  in  the  East.  He 
adds,  that  all  the  Gretk  .authors  known  to  us 
are  translated  into  Persian,  and  familiarly  read. 
On  tUs  last  point  Mr  Laogles  observes^  that  he  is 
certainly  mistaken,  the  Greek  translations  being 
confined  tofiragments  of  Aristotle,  Galen,  Euclid, 
asid  Ptolemy ;  they  know  nothing  of  the  his- 
tory 9£  the  west,  nor  even  of  their  own  coun- 
try ftwir  to  the  Mahometan  invasion.  Alez^ 
ander  with  thera  is  the  mere  hero  of  poetical 
&Ues. '  In  r^ard  to  their  circle  of  sciences, 
when  it  comes  to  be  specified,  it  does  not  make 
so  imposing  an  appearance  as  in  our  author's  ge« 
neral  assertion.  The  following  is  the  list,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  in  which  they  are  studied : 
Grammar  and  syntax— ^heology---philosopby«~ 
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iimtbeiimlics.   He  wlio  has  pattd  dMooigb  time 

is  ready  to  enter  on  astroli^y  and  medicioe, 
which  are  the  phme  sciences,  and  those  e^ueh 
alone  lead  to  fiNtime.  MofaUtjit  ui'iliaMMb<iii^ 
studied,  though  little  practised.  it  rnmnnwMi 
cated  in  the  old  oriental  nMidaa^tef  piiaMA^^4if9^ 
logue,  and  fable.    After  all,  poetry  is  the  great 

passion  of  this  people  i  4md  the  BersoHi  baMis 

enjoy  a  high  pre-eminence  of  fame  among  those 
the  Ea^  Poetry  is  continually  quoted  in 
their  prose  writtogs  and  oenmon  convenalion ; 
their  fables,  and  even  their  treatises  on  science^ 
are  turned  into  Terse.  Their  smag^  are  of  the 
boldest  and  most  glowing  description  ;  so  that, 
accordmg  to  ChardiUf  our  poetry  is  soaroely  pieee 
in  comparisoii*  -  There  are  two  classes  of  poets ; 
one  whose  theme  is  wisdom  and  morally  i  and 
another,  whose  lyre  is  deroded  to  love.  At 
the  head  of  the  former  is  Sadi,  of  the  latt» 
Hafia.  Their  love  songs,  in  oooseqtiencc  of  the 
monotony  of  oriental  manners,  cannot  exhibit 
that  variety  of  Mtuation  and  feeling  which  fill  the 
amatory  poems  of  £urof>e.  They  contain  chiefly 
an  elaborate  picture  of  the  beairties  of«  the  belov- 
ed object,  the  miseries  of  absence,  and  the  joys  ef 
possession.  Kigid  Mahometans  scarcely  consider 
it  lawful  to  peruse  the  works  of  Hafis,  unless 
when  interpreted  in  a  spiritual  and  mystic  sensCy 
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of  mbicK  im  omijr  wttmKeB,  tbejr  are  vefy  iU 

susceptiUe. 

AMnom  Bbicbo>  an  intdligent  Itaium,  vknt- 
ed  FmiM  at  tbe  same  time  with  Cbardin.  His 
■iimtirfi,  liowwer,  reoMuiMd  m  maniitcript  till 
an  abstract  wafl  recently  given  by  Morelli.  His 
alileDtioii  aoema  to  liave  been  chiefly  directed  to 
the  antiquities ;  and  he  surveyed  not  only  those 
of  jPersepoiis,  but  others  at  Besetun  and  Cher- 
monsac  (Kennanadiaw).  The  object  at  the  lat- 
ter place  he  describes  as  a  sculptured  mountain 
covered  cfaieflj  with  hanlsiiga.  To  make  dcaw^ 
ings  of  these  objects,  he  employed  Grelot,  wbo 
luKi  oone  out  with  Chardioi  and  fiembo  was 
thus  involved  in  a  quarrel  with  that  traveller. 
Grelot,  he  assertit  came  to  him  quite  voluntarily^ 
declaring  that  iie  was  tired  of  traveiliDg,  and  die- 
guated  with  the  treatment  he  received  from  Char- 
dKn.   Thia  youth  ii  'pfaiaed  aa  learned,  modest, 

and  very  serviceable.  Of  the  two  manuscript 
copies  of  this  journey,  one  is  adorned  with  lua 
drawiags,  a  aelectioB  of  which  would  doubtless 
be  very  interesting. 

Oua  next  narrative  relates  to  a  subsequent 
period,  when  a  daring  adventurer,  under  the  sue* 

cessive  names  Kouli  Khan,  Velin  Naamet,  and 
Shah  Nadir,  delivered  his  country  from  the  yoke  of 


the  Afghanst  only  to  rule  over  it  with  yet  a  Uoodier 
sway.  Fra  Lbandbo  de  Santa  Ceeiliat  a  Carmelite 
friar,  under  the  combined  character  of  physician 
and  monk,  then  resided  in  Persia  fyr  a  series  of 

years.  Ever  since  the  time  of  Shah  Abbas  there 
had.  been  convents  at  Ispahan,  which  had  been 
variously  treated,  according  to  the  disposition  of 
the  reigning  monarch.  Under  the  capricious  and 
barbarous  sway  of  Nadir,  their  situation  was  pe* 
cuiiarly  iiuctuatiug.  At  one  time  that  monarch 
gave  orders  for  four  translations :  one  of  the  Gos- 
pels by  European  Christians  ;  of  the  Epistles  by 
Armenians  ^  of  the  Old  Testament  by  Jews  ^  and 
of  the  Alcoran  by  Persian  Mollafas.  He  was  con- 
jectured as  having  it  in  contemplation  to  make  a 
selection  from  each,  and  set  himself  forth  as  the 
founder  of  a  new  religion.  Such  was  the  zeal  of 
the  persons  employed,  each  imagining  that  the 
Shah  would  embrace  his  own  faith,  that  in  eight 
months  all  the  tasks  were  completed.  They  came^ 
therefore,  at  the  same  time  to  present  them,  and 
were  admitted  together  into  the  royal  garden* 
They  found  here  a  number  of  other  persons  in 
waiting ;  who  being  successively  introduced,  each 
came  out  with  a  rope  round  his  neck,  was  imme» 
diately  strangled,  and  carried  away  to  be  thrown 
to  wild  beasts.  In  the  course  of  an  hour  eighteen 
were  thus  disposed  of.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  the 
dismay  and  horror  of  the  hapless  trauslators.  It 
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ii  boailed,  however,  that  their  mindft  toon  regain- 
ed  their  serenity ;  and  that,  anticipating  now  an 
unmeditte  crown  of  martyrdom,  they  disputed 
with  each  other  on  whom  it  should  first  be  con- 
ferred* At  length  they  were  all  admitted ;  but 
the  glory  so  eagerly  contended  for  was  not  des* 
tined  for  them.  The  king  received  them  well, 
atked  if  they  were  comfortably  lodged,  and  made 
them  a  present  of  SOO  tomans.  The  books  he 
received  without  even  looking  at  them,  being 
probably  diverted  by  other  plans  and  occupations 
finom  that  original  object. 

The  most  curious  part  of  our  author's  narrative 
relates  to  a  residence  of  some  years  at  Bagdad, 
then  the  seat  of  an  almost  independent  Turkish 
state.  Achmet,  its  ruler,  having  set  out  to  he- 
siege  Bassora,  all  the  ladies  of  the  haram  fasted 

for  three  days  and  three  nights  to  secure  his  suc- 
cess. This  regimen  threw  the  principal  Queen 
into  a  violent  fever,  and  her  life  was  despaired 
of.  In  this  exigence,  the  medical  skill  of  Lean- 
dro  caused  him  to  be  sent  for.  He  was  told,' 
however,  that  he  must  cure  the  disease  without 
even  seeing  the  patient.   In  vain  did  he  protest' 

the  impossibility  of  so  doing  ;  the  Sultan  was  ab- 
sent, who  alone  could  have  relaxed  the  rigid  laws 
of  the  haram.  As  Leaodro,  however,  insisted 
that  he  must  feel  her  Majesty's  pulse,  the  Aga 
and  eight  euniichs  went  to  negociate  with  the 
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kdiM  upoo  tbift  subject.  The  mtik  waa»  Uuit  m 
cmiMb  c^nie  tuid  took  him  to  •  roonif  the  an* 
trance  of  which  was  closod  by  a  rich  curtain  that 
swept  the  grouniL  He  wis  tbm  desind  to  stoop* 

and  put  his  hand  under  the  curtain,  when  an 
enoucb  on  the  other  aide  applied  it  to  the  pubo 
of  the  lady,  who  was  lying  on  the  floor*  The 
Tiotence  with  which  it  beat,  and  the  difficultjr  of 
lespirstion  which  she  was  stated  to  AmI,  eonfiae* 
ed  our  physician  of  the  existence  strong  in- 
flamiaarion.  He  directed,  dierefore^  copious 
bleeding,  and  that  she  should  be  kept  constantly 
awake  i  a  prescriptioD*  the  aim  of  wliich  we  do 
not  thoroughly  comprehend,  but  on  whidi  he 
aeems  to  have  placed  very  great  reliance.  He 
then  sat  with  his  eyes  oosstantly  fixed  on  two 
large  books  that  lay  before  him,  so  that  in  case  of 
fiohire  he  might  be  able  to  prove»  how  careAilly 
he  had  studied  the  case*  The  patient  began  to 
Biend^  and  though  a  relive  took  place,  be  found 
on  inquiry  that  it  proceeded  from  neglecting  his 
prescriptions  ^  which  being  resumed,  a  complete 
cure  was  effected  The  Aga  then  came  to  adt 
what  was  due  for  this  important  service*  Lean- 
dfo  replied,  that  he  sought  only  the  honour  of 
serving  his  Majesty ;  that  he  made  profession  of 
poverty ;  and  having  neither  wife  nor  children, 
was  content  if  be  had  bread  to  eat.  The  Aga 
expressed  the  utmost  amazement  at  bis  neglect- 


mg  waA  an  opportunity  of  improving  bit  fertuliew 
above  all  when  be  was  in  such  a  miserable  condi- 
tion) and  at  kit  toc^  leave»  Mying  repfoachfulijFf 
Be  poor  and  proud."  Very  shortly  after,  how* 
eveit  this  officer  again  appoared,  with  a  counte* 
MDce  all  gay  and  amiling,  and  invitad  Leandio 
to  the  haram.  Our  author  never  doubted  now 
Aat  ha  would  be  admitted  to  an  aiidieiiee  i)f 
tbe  Queen  ;  the  prospect  of  which  appears  to 
bave  flattered  bim  exceedingljt  as  well  as  inapir<« 
ed  hopes  of  influence  at  court*  He  was  led  to. 
the  usual  entrancet  when  there  came  from  be* 
hind  tbe  curtain  an  old  lady,  aeooApanied  hf 
three  handsome  girls»  with  their  veils  turned  up* 
Our  author  was  struck  with  extraordinary  amase 
at  this  spectacle,  as  there  was  no  appearance  tliat 
any  one  present  could  be  tbe  Queen^  and  tbe 
young  ladies  appeared  in  such  perfect  health,  that 
they  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  fresh  patients* 
Tbe  old  lady,  boweveff  immediately  b^an  a 
speech,  in  which  she  stated  the  anxious  wish  fek 
by  her  Majesty  to  reward  bim  for  so  s^pial  a  9if^ 

vice,  and  also  her  commiseration  for  the  want  of 
a  wife  under  which  he  laboured.  She  had  there^ 
fere  tent  three  of  her  handsomest  female  alave% 
among  whom  he  had  only  to  make  his  choice^ 
and  he  should  be  amply  provided  with  the  meaae 
of  supporting  a  family.  At  the  same  time  the 
bdies  were  heard  in  tbe  other  room  tittering  and 
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whispering  to  etch  other,  in  evident  curiosttjr  od 

whom  the  choice  would  fall.  Our  author  de- 
scribes himself  as  overwhelmed  with  utter  dismajr 
and  confusion  at  this  overture,  and  at  the  situa> 
tion  in  which  be  found  himself.  Having  given, 
therefore,  the  most  positive  rejection,  he  abruptly 
broke  off,  and  ran  home  to  bis  lodgings. 

However  mjrsterious  Leandro's  conduct  might 
appear  to  the  ladies  of  Bagdad,  his  medical  repu- 
tation was  now  established.  He  was  called  soon 
after  to  Canun  Assendi,  the  King^s  sister,  whom 
he  cured  of  an  obstinate  swelling  in  the  neck. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  view  of  this  lady,  and 
obtained  several  important  privileges  for  his  Chris- 
tian countrymen  at  Bagdad.  This  favour  excit- 
ed  envy,  and  gave  rise  to  cabals  among  the  cour- 
tierSy  who  so  far  succeeded  in  poisoning  the  King's 
mind,  that  he  ordered  Leandro  to  be  thrown  into 
prison.  When  this  was  reported  to  Canun  As- 
sendi, she  rent  her  clothes,  and  immediately  wrot^ 
to  her  brother  in  such  urgent  terms,  as  procured 
the  immediate  liberation  of  our  unfortunate  doc- 
tor. The  Queen  also,  on  learning  the  durance 
in  which  be  had  been  held,  became  anxious  to 
make  a  grand  display  of  her  gratitude.  By  her 
direction,  a  band  of  Turkish  women  entered  the 
apartment  of  our  author,  who  was  seized  with 

utter  amazement,  and,  above  all,  with  a  dread  of 
some  new  matrimonial  proposition.   The  princi- 
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pal  lady,  however,  began  a  speech,  stating  the 
deep  concern  which  her  mistress  felt  in  his  sufifer« 
ings,  and  her  anxiety  to  gratify  every  wish  he 
could  form,  of  which  she  would  now  afford  a  sig* 
nal  proof.  If,  therefore,  he  would  give  in  a  com- 
plete list  of  the  persons  by  whom  he  had  been 
injored,  he  sheald  that  very  evening  be  regaled 

with  all  their  heads.  Leandro,  struck  with  the 
deepest  horror^  rqected  this  ofiiar  in  the  most  un« 
qualified  terms.  The  astonished  ladies  dqmrted, 
but  returned  next  day»  repeating  the  proposal, 
and  conjuring  him  not  to  reject  so  kind  and  ge* 
nerous  an  offer*  Finding  him  inflexible,  they 
went  away,  shaking  their  heads,  and  declaring 

that  nothing  could  be  done  for  him  now  ;  that  he 
was  evidently  one  predetermined  to  reject  eveiy 
thing  which  couM  lead  either  to  his  own  advance- 
ment, or  the  gratification  of  his  strongest  wishes. 

Soon  after  this  period  Leandro  was  obliged  by 
ill  health  to  quit  Bagdad,  and  return  to  Parii« 
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CHAPTER  U. 

FSBSU. — RSCKNT  TRAVELS  AKD  JfMSAEMT  STATS* 

fl 

P 

♦ 

Persia,  as  we  have  seen,  has  from  the  earltea^ 
C^li^ls  of  foreign  and  domi^iti^.TWiP^   The  sevens 

scarcely  any  other  n^ition  ever  groaned,  lu  an 
Mfly  Dart  of  it  thit  inroad  jcnf  the  i  Afghftff f  A?^*rrifd_ 
fir«  and*  sword  to  its  remotest  extremida^vOTd 
reduf^  many  of  its  j^iOUf|^,f^^^  to  iieaps 
ruins.  The  bloody  reaction  produced  by  Nadir 
Siiaii,  though  it  vindicated  the  mde[)eudence  oi 
his  country,  scarcely  induced  a  pause  in  the  pro* 

gress  of  its  miseries.  Even  the  lustre  thrown 
around  Persia  by  his  foreign  victories  was  only 
like  a  flash  of  lightning  through  the  darkness* 
which  instantly  returned  deeper  than  before. 
After  his  assassination*  Persia  bad  two  disputed 
jiuccession^  ^  one  of  eleven,  and  the  otlier  of  four- 
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teen  years ;  during  all  which  periods  this  great 
empire  continued  iocetwaQtly  tearing  iU  own  vitals. 
It  only  enjoyed  repose,  when  a  daring  usurper* 
after  wading  to  the  throne  through  oceans  of 
blood»  held  it  during  bis  lifetime  with  a  firm  and 
vigorous  hand.  The  last  of  these  was  Aga  Ma- 
bommedf  an  eunucb»  who  saved  himself  by  hia 
energy  and  cruelty  from  the  contempt  which  his 
condition  would  have  inspired  ^  and  not  only  held 
the  throne  during  bis  life»  but  transmitted  it  to  his 
nephew,  Futteh  Ali  Khan,  the  present  sovereign. 

Persiat  buried  in  these  intestine  dissensionsi 
was  almost  lost  to  the  recollection  of  Europe, 
unless  when  occasionally  a  Russian  gazette  an« 
nounced  a  triumph  on  the  Araxes  and  the  Kur. 
Erom  this  obscurity  it  was  drawn  by  a  series  of 
poUticel  events  either  ftlt  or  dreaded.  The 
French  revolutionary  government,  inspired  with 
the  most  imbittered  enmity  against  Enghind^ 

conceived  the  hope  of  striking  a  blow  against 

bar  through  the  medium  of  her  Eastern  posses* 
SHNis.  This  could  only  be  hoped  by  an  overland 
expeditiout  in  reference  to  which  the  state  of  the 
Fersien  empire  was  an  object  of  primary  import* 
ance.  The  Directory  sent  a  mission  under  Oli- 
Tier  and  Brugniere  to  ascertain  the  precise  state 
of  that  empire  j  but  they  were  too  busily  employ* 
ed  in  Europe  to  take  any  measures  in  coose* 
quence.    The  Attention  of  our  Indian  govern- 
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ftient  was  first  drawn  by  events  occurring  wttbiD 
its  own  sphere.  When  it  was  discovered  that 
Tippoo  had  sent  an  embassy  to  the  Shah,  ano- 

thcr  became  expedient  to  counteract  it.  It  was 
conducted  by  a  native  Indian  ;  but  neither  party 
drew  any  result  from  these  negociations.  After 
the  subversion  of  the  power  of  Tippoo,  India  was 
thrown  into  alarm  by  the  irruption  of  Zemaun 
Shah,  King  of  the  Afghans.  This  was  a  power 
against  which  Persia  was  well  fitted  to  create  a 
diversion  ;  with  a  view  to  which  Colonel  Malcolm 
was  despatched  in  1801  on  an  embassy  to  Futteh 
Ali  Shah.  This  mission  fulfilled  all  its  objects : 
the  Shah  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  to  in- 
vade Khorassan,  and  conquered  a  large  portion 
of  it;  while  his  invasion  had  the  effect  of  recall- 
ing this  barbarous  chief  from  his  Indian  expedi- 
tion. The  Persian,  on  this  occasion,  concluded 
a  treaty,  which  was  to  be  binding  on  himself  and 
his  posterity  while  the  world  existed;  and  by 
which  all  Frenchmen,  under  pain  of  deaths  were 
prohibited  from  entering  Persia.  Many  years» 
however,  had  not  elapsed  when  it  was  learned, 
that  without  any  regard  to  the  stipulations  of 
this  eternal  treaty,  a  French  agent,  called  Jooan- 
nin,  had  been  allowed  to  settle  at  the  Tersiao 
court,  where  he  enjoyed  the  highest  favour,  and 
was  employed  in  disciplining  the  troops  after  the 
European  manner.   It  was  soon  added^  that  in 
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1806  the  Shah  had  sent  an  embassy  to  Paris. 

Buonaparte,  wholly  iotent  upon  foreign  conquest, 
courted  this  oriental  potentate,  partly  as  an  auxw 
liaiy  against  Russia,  and  partly,  it  is  supposed, 
with  a  remote  view  to  some  future  operations 
against  British  India.  He  returned  the  embassy 
of  Futteh  AH  with  a  very  splendid  one  under 
General  Gardanne,  which  obtained  a  distinguisli^ 
ed  reception,  and  acquired  the  entire  coniidence 
of  the  Persian  court. 

This  was  a  state  of  things  which  it  behoved 
Britain,  by  every  expedient,  to  counteract.  Co- 
loiiel  (now  General)  Malcolm,  who  had  so  hap- 
pily conducted  the  former  mission,  was  sent 
again  to  renew,  if  possible,  the  ties  which  he  had 
then  formed.  General  Malcolm,  however,  oi> 
his  arrival  at  Bushire,  found  that  the  French  in- 
fluence  was  quite  paramount  in  the  court  of  Per- 
sia, and  that  he  could  not  be  allowed  to  proceed 
to  court  in  the  manner  which  was  suitable  to  the 
dignity  of  his  official  character.  Ue  proceeded, 
therefore,  no  farther  than  Bushire ;  and  return- 
ing to  India,  suggested  to  the  government  there 
the  plan  of  overawing  Persia,  by  occupying  with 
a  military  force  the  island  of  Kishme,  which  might 
command  in  a  great  measure  the  navigation  of 
the  Gulf.  A  force  of  SOOO  men  was  accordingly 
placed  under  his  command  for  this  purp(^. 
Meantime  a  great  revolution  had  taken  place  in 
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Persian  pcilttict.  The  entire  failure  of  the  French 

in  their  promises  to  procure  the  evacuation  of 
Georgia,  the  news  of  the  Spanish  revolution,  and 
perhaps  the  natural  caprice  of  an  absolute  mo- 
narch,  had  deeply  shaken  French  infloence  at  the 
court  of  Teheran.  The  moment  was  fkvourable 
to  Sir  Haeford  Jones,  who  came  out  from  Bri* 
tain  on  a  direct  mission  from  the  King;  and 
who  conceived  himself  justified  in  proceedings 
notwithstanding  the  failure  of  General  Malcolm. 
This  iniissioii  has  been  well  narrated  by  Mr  Mo- 
rier,  and  has  been  improved  by  Mr  Macdonald 
Kinneir,  as  the  means  of  collecting  much  geogra* 
phical  information  ^  so  that  it  has  greatly  refresh- 
ed our  decaying  knowledge  of  the  state  of  West* 
em  Asia. 

The  embassy  landed  at  Bushire,  and  proceeded 

by  the  usual  route  to  Sliiras.  This  celebrated 
capital  of  southern  Jb^ersia  does  not  seem  to  have 
excited  in  them  quite  the  usual  enthusiasm.  Il 
is  represented  as  rather  pleasing  than  grand  \  and 
the  first  impression  which  the  view  of  it  prodttced 
'was  much  impaired  by  the  meanness  of  its  streets 
and  ordinary  houses.  The  fineness  of  its  climate^ 
and  the  beauty  of  its  gardens,  are  fully  admitted. 
It  suffered  like  the  rest  amid  the  desolations  of 
^rsia ;  but  its  trede  has  of  late  considerably  in* 
creased;  and  it  contains  a  most  magnificent 
bazaar^  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  built  by 
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KdrrMm  Khan,  during  the  time  inad^  it  hie 
residence*  The  populatioo  is  estimated  at  40|000. 
lo  this  journey  the  embastjr  not  only  examined 
the  ruins  of  Persepolis,  but  discovered  those  of 
ShapooTt  the  ancient  palace  of  Sapor,  which  had 
escaped  the  research  of  former  European  travel* 
lers*  Hie  view  of  Ispahan  from  the  distance  of 
fira  miles,  with  its  palaces,  spires,  and  magnifi^ 
cent  environs,  appeared  to  them  one  of  the  moi>t 
magnificent  prospects  in  the  world,  and  convey- 
ed no  tidings  of  the  dire  vicissitudes  through 
which  it  had  passed«  These,  however,  became 
fully  visible  when  they  entered  the  city,  and  coni«^ 
pared  it  with  the  description  given  by  Chardio* 
Its  waBs  were  leveiied  with  the  ground  ;  its  vast 
suburbs  were  almost  deserted,  and  a  traveller 
might  ride  through  its  circoit  for  miles,  and  see 
nothing  but  ruins.  The  principal  mosques  and 
pakces,  however,  are  stiU  stonding,  and  have  a 
magnificent  appearance,  though  in  decay*  Aga 
Mahommed  Hussein,  whose  talents  have  i-aised 
him  to  the  phuie  of  prime  minister,  being  a  na# 
tive  of  Ispahan,  has  erected  there  a  splendid  new 
palace,  and  has  enlaiged  and  beautiied  many  c£ 

the  former  edifices  ;  so  that  Ispahan  is  beginning 
to  recover  from  its  downial*  After  all  it  has  lost, 
it  is  still  supposed  to  centain  a  population  of 
^^,000  souls.  The  Knglish  passed  next  through 
Kasbaii,  one  of  the  many  cities  which  have  had 
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their  turn  as  the  capital  of  Persia.   Though  the 

greater  part  is  now  in  ruins,  it  is  stilt  very  large 
and  populous,  aud  carries  on  a.  great  trade  with 
GhUan.  Koom,  entirely  destroyed  by  the  Af- 
ghans in  17^^f  has  been  in  part  rebuilt,  but  beai'S 
still  the  appearance  of  a  vast  ruin. 

From  Koom  the  mission  proceeded  to  Teheran, 
which,  so  fac  as  the  royal  residence  is  concerned, 
forms  the  present  capital  of  Persia.  ^  It  scarcely 
possesses  as  yet  any  grandeur  or  magnificence 
worthy  of  the  name*  Entirely  destroyed  by  the 
Afghans,  it  was  rebuilt  by  Aga  Mahommed,  who 
was  induced,  by  strong  political  considerations,  to 
make  it  his  residence.  Without  being  absolutely 
a  trontier  town,  its  situation  was  convenient  for 
war  against  the  Russians,  now  the  most  formidap 
ble  foes  of  Persia ;  and  it  placed  him  in  the  midst 
of  the  wandering  tribes  from  whom  be  sprung, 
and  who  formed  the  main  strength  of  his  armies. 
Teheran,  however,  has  still  the  aspect  of  a  new 
city,  and  contains  no  edifice  of  importance  ex- 
cept the  arkf  which  combines  the  character  of 
dudel  and  royal  palace.  One  great  obstacle  to 
its  extension  is  the  unhealthiness  of  the  air,  which 
prevails  generally  through  the  provinces  on  or 

near  the  Caspian,  and  is  so  extreme,  that  few  of 
the  inhabitants  remain  in  the  city  during  the 
summer  months.  Teheran,  therefore,  does  not 
contain  a  permanent  population  oi  more  than  10 
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or  15t000,  thoygb  the  military  array  of  ibe  em* 

pire,  when  present,  raises  it  to  C0,000. 

The  receptioa  of  the  emhas^y,  from  the  time 
of  its  eotnince  into  Persia,  had  been  very  distin- 
guished. Sir  Harford  had  made  a  skilful  dis- 
play of  that  magnificence  which  is  peculiarly 
calculated  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  this  orieotal 
people.   He  wore  a  robe  appropriated  only  to 

princes  ;  and  suffered  to  be  seen,  on  proper  oc- 
caaioos,  the  picture  of  the  king  set  with  diamonds* 
and  other  splendid  presents  which  he  was  bearing 
to  the  court.  At  Teheran  his  receptiou  was  more 
than  ever  flattering,  though  in  its  narrow  streets 
aod  miserable  buUdings  he  saw  nothing  indica- 
tive of  royalty.   Every  thing  rich  or  splendid 

seemed  collected  round  the  throne,  while  all 
around  was  povertyt  eitlier  real  or  afiected.  The 
house  in  which  they  were  lodged,  though  that  of 
the  second  minister,  atibrded  accommodations  in- 
ferior  to  those  obtained  at  Sbiras  or  Ispahan. 
The  minister,  soon  waited  upon  him,  attended  by 
a  person  who^  in  Europe^  does  not  usually  adhere 
so  closely  to  public  functionaries— the  royal  poet. 
A  great  part  of  the  conversation  consisted  in  load- 
ing tbia  personage  with  the  most  extravagant 
praises,  which  seem  to  have  been  given  and  re- 
ceived aKke  without  scruple  or  reserve.  All 
^reed  that  he  was  superior  to  every  other  bard 
of.  the  age»  and  had  no  equal  on  earth  ^  while 
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Bome  hesitated  not  to  exalt  him  above  Ha&t  and 

Ferdusi.    The  king  owned  bis  merits  in  a  more 
solid  manner^  by  giving  him  a  gold  tenan,  or  up-  * 

wards  of  a  guinea,  for  every  couplet ;  which,  after 

all,  does  not  perhaps  exceed  what  the  bookseilen 
of  London  or  Edinburgh  have  paid  to  tome  of 
our  popular  poets. 

In  this  friendly  disposition  between  Ae  parties^ 
the  ceremonies  of  introduction  at  court  were 
easily  arranged.  One  necessary  preparatioti  wa8» 
that  the  mission  should  be  arrayed  in  green  slip- 
pers and  red  stockings.  The  narrow  streets,  as 
they  passed  through,  were  crowded  with  spectai* 
tors.  On  entering  the  royal  hall^  they  were  led 
between  files  of  ^ops  disciplined  in  the  £uro* 
pean  manner,  who  performed  the  platoon  exer- 
cise  as  they  passed.  At  the  end  of  the  ball  was 
a  small  and  mean  door,  which  being  opened,  in^ 
troduced  them  into  a  dark  and  narrow  passage^ 
terminating  in  another  door  worse  than  that  of 
any  English  stable.  This  ushered  them,  however, 
into  a  very  handsome  court,  adorned  with  canaia 
and  fountains  bordered  with  trees,  at  the  end  of 
which  sat  the  king  richly  dressed.  The  presenta 
mer%  then  delivered  to  the  prime  minister,  and 
the  ambassador  began  a  speech  in  finglisb,  the 
aound  of  which  seemed  a  good  deal  to  startle  the 
monarch ;  but  on  a  translation  being  given,  his 
anrprise  was  changed  into  pleaaure.   Heihen  in* 
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quired  for  the  king  of  England,  and  whether  he 
was  son  to  bim  who  had  reigned  at  the  time  of 
the  last  embassy.  On  being  assured  that  the  very  . 
same  king  was  now  reigning,  he  was  heard  to  re* 
mark»  that  in  this  point  also  the  French  had  told 
lies ;  for  it  f?eems  they  had  circulated  a  report  of 
the  king  of  England's  death.  The  Shah  was 
i^MHit  forty*five  ;  and  beneath  a  large  black  beard 
and  mustachiosy  rather  an  agreeable  countenance 
appeared.  He  entered  into  a  pretty  long  con- 
versation on  literary  subjects,  being  himself  a 
professed  patron  of  learning. 

After  this  interview,  the  ambassador  began  to 
treat  with  the  ministers  relative  to  the  terms  of 
the  proposed  treaty.  This  negociatton  was  con* 
ducted  in  a  manner  very  remote  from  European 
ideas  of  deconim.  The  discussions  were  some* 
times  accompanied  with  violent  contention^  and 
at  other  times  were  interrupted  by  loud  bursts 
of  laughter.  Oncej  amid  the  most  serious  deli- 
beration^  the  minister  broke  off  by  asking  the 
ambassador  to  tell  the  history  of  the  worid  from 
the  creation.  Afterwards,  when  he  had  promised 
to  aeiid  a  copy  of  the  treaty  fuUy  written  out,  the 
ambassador  received  instead  of  it  a  large  citron. 
When,  this  treaty  was  at  length  produced,  the 
secretary,  who  valued  himself  on  being  the  fineitr 
writer  in  Persia,  bad  so  filled  it  with  oriental 
figurqs  and  conceits,  tbat  it  no  longer  retain^ 
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any  intelligible  meaning.  Sir  Harford  having 
declared  it,  in  this  condition»  to  bear  no  offi* 
.  cial  value,  the  secretary  was  most  reluctantly  ia* 
duced  to  prune  it  into  something  more  level  to 
an  European  capacity.  Wlien  that  minister  came 
finally  to  apply  the  seals,  the  Premier  called  out^ 

••Strike!  Strike!"  while  all  the  Persians  pre- 
sent were  exclaiming,  God  grant  the  friend. 
••  ship  between  the  two  nations  may  be  lasting  I 
"  God  grant  it !  God  grant  it  !*' 

Irregularly  as  the  negociation  had  been  con- 
'  ducted,  its  result  was  completely  auspicious.  The 
British  obtained  all  their  demands;  while  Crar- 
danne  received  his  dismissal,  being  prohibited  at 
the  same  time  to  go  by  the  way  of  Georgia,  lest 
he  should  hold  communication  with  Russia.  A 
few  days  after,  his  whole  train  received  instruc* 
tions  to  follow  their  chief;  and  Persia  remain- 
ed entirely  subject  to  English  influence.  After 
the  dqiarture  of  Sir  Harford,  Sir  Gore  Ooselej 
went  thither  as  a  permanent  resident. 

Persia,  as  surveyed  by  the  British  missions, 
presents  a  sad  reverse  from  the  picture  of  that 
great  empire  drawn  by  Chardin.  It  never  could 
boast  indeed  of  very  high  culture.  If  we  except 
the  great  frontier  rivers  of  the  Euphrates,  Tigris, 
aod  Araxes,  which  formed  always  a  precarious  part 
ot  the  empire,  and  are  now  entirely  wrested  from 
it,  Persia  consists  of  an  immense^  dry,  salt,  plain. 
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It  would  therefore  be  very  little  productive  but 

for  the  ranges  of  mountains  which  run  through  it» 
the  streams  descending  from  which  form  moat 
beautiful  and  luxuriant  valleys,  whose  charms  are 
vaunted  beyond  almost  any  other  spot  on  earth. 

These  valleys  form  the  only  cultivated  and  highly 
peopled  portions  ^  the  rest  being  inhabited  by  the 
Iltats,  a  race  of  warlike  and  wandering  shepherds^ 
whose  habits  belong  rather  to  the  Tartar  races 
than  to  those  who  inhabit  the  civilized  southern 
empires.  As  the  husbandman,  however,  ruined 
by  war  and  oppression,  has  deserted  his  fields,  the 
Iliats  have  descended  from  the  mountains  to  oc- 
cupy  his  place  i  and  many  tracts,  bearing  traces 
of  former  extensive  culture,  are  now  covered  by 
these  Nomadic  hordes.  Various  spots  which  were 
formerly  the  richest,  have  been  rendered  wholly 
unfit  for  culture,  by  the  drying  up  of  those  artifi- 
cial canals  with  which  they  were  irrigated.  Often 
the  salt  with  which  the  soil  and  waters  are  im- 
pregnated, has  accumulated,  and  rendered  the 
formerly  rich  soil  incapable  of  producing  any  thing 
but  soda  and  other  saline  plants.  Almost  every 
quarter  being  now  exposed  to  the  cheepaas  or 

forays  of  the  wandering  tribes,  the  husbandman 
nowhere  enjoys  a  moment's  security.  The  power 
and  license  of  these  marauders  was  experienced 
by  Mr  Morier,  when,  in  journeyiog  along  the 
plain  of  Sbuster,  he  was  attacked  by  a  band  whom 
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b#  dafeateiiy  aa4  oarriad  one  of  tbeir  chie&  pii- 
•ooer  to  Ram  Honnus*  The  governor  of  that 
place,  however,  declared,  that  really  he  did  not 
&tl  at  all  inclined  to  undertake  the  punishment 
of  so  great  a  person,  and  that  the  wisest  plan 
would  be  to  liberate  the  priiOQer»  on  condition  of 
his  escorting  him  safely  through  the  rest  of  the 
desert.  Mr  Morier  took  the  luott  and  set  out 
next  day  under  the  guard  of  banditti,  with  whom 
the  day  before  he  had  contended  for  his  life.  In 
conaequence  of  these  dtsoidera,  OUvierdoes  not 
conceive  that  one-twentieth  part  of  the  lands 
throughout  this  great  empire  can  be  in  a  etate  of 

cultivation.  Khorassan,  in  particular,  which  was 
formerly  covered  with  populous  aiui  flourishing 
cities,  and  the  seat  of  an  extensive  trade,  is  now 
described  by  Mr  Kinneir  as  almost  entirely  laid 
waste,  by  the  continual  inroads  of  the  barbarous 

chiefs  who  occupy  or  border  upon  it.  The  south- 
ern  province  of  Khusistan,  the  best  watered  part 
of  the  empire,  and  formerly  the  seat  of  powerful 
dynasties,  is  now  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the 
bordering  deserts.  Even  the  Caspian  provinces^ 
which  surpass  all  the  others  in  luxuriant  fertility, 
though  these  benefits  are  alloyed  by  the  pestilential 

air,  retain  indeed  some  traces  of  former  culture, 
yet  are  subject  to  such  oppression,  that  the  iabap 
bttants  are  said  to  long  for  the  arrival  of  their  en^ 
mies  the  Russians.   Silk  is  still  produced  in  the 
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OUkrmt  provinces  of  Persia*  particuiari/  thcM 
on  the  Caqriao  f .  but  that  great  export  trails 
wluch,  in  the  time  of  Jenkioson,  made  intercourse 
with  Persia  so  eagerly  sought  for,  and  which 
Cbardin  reckoned  at  nearly  six  millions  of  pounds, 
is  stated  by  Oiivier  no  longer  to  exist.  Wool  is 
produced  abundantly,  chiefly  from  the  long-tailed 
sheqpb  the  quality  of  which  is  various,  but  nowhere 
equal  to  that  of  Spaui  and  England*  The  goats 
of  Kerman  yield  also  a  fine  species,  suited  to  the 
manu&cture  of  shawls,  and  other  kinds  are  af- 
forded by  the  different  species  of  the  cameL  ^ 
Cotton  is  raised  in  considerable  plenty,  but  al« 
most  solely  for  the  supply  of  internal  numufac- 
tures.  The  sugar  cane,  in  the  southern  provinces, 
ripeoa  sooner  than  in  the  West  Indies,  though 
they  do  not  understand  so  well  the  art  of  i  efining 
it,  Roses  are  cultivated  with  the  view  of  pro* 
ducing  that  essence  which  is  valued  in  the  £ast 
above  all  other  perfumes. 

The  Persians  excel  in  many  manufactures,  par* 
ticularly  in  works  of  ornament  and  splendour,  for 
the  use  of  the  great  They  surpass  the  Turks, 
and  perhaps  even  Europeans,  in  the  brilliancy  of 
their  colours.  They  have  taught  to  the.  latter 
diat  exquisite  blue  called  ultramarine,  the  mate- 
rial of  which,  the  iapis  lazulit  is  found  abundant- 
ly  in  some  of  the  mountains  of  Khorassan.  Those 
rich  carpets,  which  we  call  Turkey  from  the 
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chaDoel  by  which  we  receive  tbeiD»  are  manufac- 
tured by  the  Hiats,  or  wandering  tribes^  in  the 
plains  of  Persia*  The  Persians  excel  particularly 
in  brocade  and  embroidery ;  silk,  manufactured 
either  by  itself,  or  mixed  with  cotton  and  wool» 
forms  their  staple.    Great  works  of  tapestiyt 

formed  of  silk  and  wool,  embellished  with  gold, 
were  carried  on  at  court  during  the  era  its 
splendour ;  and  the  art  still  exists,  if  a  more  fortu* 
nate  period  should  enable  it  to  come  again  into 
action.  Leather,  paper,  porcelain  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  China,  and  shawls  similar  though  inferior 
to  those  of  Cachemire,  are  also  enumerated  among 

the  manufactures  of  Persia. 

Trade  in  this  empire  is  at  a  very  low  ebb.  It 
has  no  port  on  the  Persian  Gulf  except  Bushire, 
and  the  small  marine  which  it  once  maintained 
there  is  entirely  annihilated.  The  Caspian  never 
was  nor  could  be  the  seat  of  any  extensive  trade  i 
since,  besides  its  difficult  navigation,  the  only 
country  with  which  it  afforded  a  communication, 
was  the  north  of  Russia.  Even  this  is  nearly 
closed  by  the  attitude  of  habitual  hostility  in 
which  the  two  powers  are  now  placed  tqwards 
each  other. 

Amid  all  these  changes,  the  Persian  character, 
like  every  other  thing  in  the  East  connected  with 
social  existence,  has  remained  without  any  sensi- 
ble alteration;    They  are  still  gay,  polished,  flat- 
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tering,  deceitful,  eager  in  acquiring,  lavisli  in 
spending.  The  English  call  them  the  Parisians 
1^  Asia*  The  late  and  present  Shall  have  done 
all  they  could  to  make  them  a  less  jovial  and 
merry  people  than  heretofore.  The  Mahometan 
prohibition  against  wioe^  which  was  held  so  cheap 
by  the  early  8opht8»  is  now  enforced  under  pain 
of  death.  The  delicious  wines  of  Shiras  serve, 
merely  as  an  article  of  exportation  to  India.  The 
love  of  learning  does  not  seem  to  have  decUnedt 
though  there  is  no  longer  the  same  number  of 
students^  or  opportunities  of  instruction.  The 
attendants  on  the  Madresse,  or  college  of  Ispa- 
hauy  are  reduced  from  four  or  five  thousand  to  as 
many  hundreds.  The  recent  travellers  do  not 
notice,  so  much  as  Cbardin,  the  general  prevalence 
of  private  education.  The  sciences  cultivated 
are  exactly  the  same.  Astrology  continues  the 
high  road  to  honour  and  fortune,  and  poetry  is 
cultivated  with  the  same  enthusiasm  as  ever, 
though  we  have  not  been  favoured  with  any  spe- 
chnens  of  its  recent  effusions.  The  same  religious 
tolerance  is  still  found  to  exist*  unless  in  respect 
to  the  Guebrest  or  ancient  worshippers  of  fire. 
This  unfortunate  race  has  now  been  rooted  out  of 
aU  the  territories  subject  to  the*  Persiaif  sway.  A 
few  small  bodies  only  have  found  refuge  in  the 
unfrequented  towns  of  li.ermant  particularly  in. 
VOL.  m.  9 
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Yeyd,  where  there  are  supposed  to  be  about  four 

thousand. 

Olivier,  who  had  resided  long  both  among  the 

Persians  and  the  Turks,  remarks  a  striking  con- 
trast between  these  two  nations.  The  ibrmer 
are  polite,  active,  and  industrious,  while  the  lat- 
ter are  brutal,  slothful,  and  ignorant*  The  very 
dress  of  the  Turk  is  suited  only  to  shew  an  indo^ 
lent  movement,  while  that  of  the  Persian  leaves 
all  the  motions  at  liberty.  At  the  same  time^ 
turbulent  and  seditious  niovementSi  as  well  as 
great  crimes,  are  more  frequent  in  Turkey  than 
in  Persia.  Meanwhile  he  allows  to  the  Turk 
some  estimable  qualities,  magnanimity,  self  e&* 
teem,  steadiness  in  friendship,  and  gratitude ;  all 
which  are  wanting  in  the  Persian*  The  Persian 
ministers  are  more  enlightened,  and  more  attefiM 
tivc  to  the  good  of  their  country,  but  more  in- 
triguing and  artful.  Had  Persia  been  placed^ 
Uke  Turkey,  in  close  contact  with  the  powers  of 
Europe,  it  would  by  this  time,  he  conceives,  have 
been  entirely  European. 

The  despotic  rule  of  the  Sophi  is  maintained 
without  any  thing  which  can  be  called  a  standing 
army.  Even  the  royal  guards,  10,000  in  num. 
ber,  are  merely  a  body  of  militia,  who  have  lands 
assigned  them  around  the  capital,  and  are  ready 
to  be  called  out  at  a  moment's  warning.  A  corps 
of  3000  rojral  slaves  is  the  best  disciplined^  and, 
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but  for  its  small  oomber,  the  itiott  efficient  of  any 

in  the  empire.  The  Shah's  main  d6pendance» 
however^  is  in  the  cAvaby  of  the  wandering 
tribes,  whose  Khans,  when  called  upon,  are  jU* 
ways  ready  to  attend  the  l^ii^  with  a  proportioa 
of  their  vassAls*  Of  this  specite  of  force  it  Is 
said,  that»  by  a  great  efibrt^  he  can  raise  from 
UQjOOOtoHOOjQWk  Thiiy  receive  do regl]larp4yv 
but  in  return  have  ample  license  to  plunder }  in 
the  hope  of  which,  many  of  them  are  said  fully  to 
expect  that  they  shall  have  an  annual  campaign^ 
The  i^ersians  have  no  tacticsi  no  system^  no  ge* 
nefalsbip*  They  do  iiot  distin^ish  between  th^ 
civil  and  military  )>rofe8sion8 ;  so  that  if  the 
King  does  not  tike  thA  field  in  |leraon^  the  army 
is  commanded  by  the  prime  mirtister,  although  be 
never  perhaps  saw  a  shot  firad^  Persia  is  now,  as  it 
has  always  been»  easy  to  conquer,  but  difficult  to 
hold«  It  presents  nothing  which  can  n^ake  head 
fegainit  the  attack  of  t  diMiplined  army ;  but  the 
vast  bodies  of  irregular  horse  whieh  hover  con- 
tinually round  the  invading  force,  white  traverse 
iHg  the  expanse  of  its  measureless  plains,  gra- 
daally  wear  down,  and  at  length  overwhelm  the 
bugest  army.  It  was  thutf  that  Craasos  and 
Julian  experienced  the  most  signal  disasters  with 
which  Boman  armies  were  ever  overwhelmedi 
If  the  modern  Arab  and  Tartar  warriors  have 
been  more  fortuhatci  it  is  chiefly  from  making 
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their  invasions  with  a  similar  forces  more  bighlj 

disciplined  and  inured  to  war. 

Our  recent  travellers  have  been  active  in  ex- 
ploring the  antiquities  of  Persia.  Of  these  the 
most  remarkable  is  that  huge  mass  of  ruins  in 
the  south,  which  is  ascertained  to  belong  to  that 
great  palace  of  Darius  at  Persepolis^  to  which 
Alexander  set  fire  in  a  fit  of  frenzy.  It  is  decid- 
edly considered  by  Mr  Kinneir  to  be  one  of  the 
most  ancient  as  well  as  magnificent  structures 
in  the  world.  In  point  of  art»  however,  it  is 
not  supposed  to  vie  with  the  classic  editices  of 
Greece.  According  to  Persian  tiadition»  this 
superb  edifice  was  completed  in  the  reign  of 
Hnmas,  the  mother  of  Darius  Notbus.   To  the 

south  of  Shiras,  about  sixteen  miles  to  the  east  of 

Kazeroon,  are  the  ruins  of  iibapour,  situated  in 
a  wild  romantic  spot  on  the  banks  of  a  rapid 
river,  and  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  rocky  and  pre* 
cipitoua  mountains.  The  buildings  are  adorned 
with  numerous  sculptures,  some  of  them  tolerably 
executed*  representii^  the  exploits  of  the  Sassa- 
man  dynasty.  Sapor,  as  its  founder,  evidently  . 
gave  his  name  to  the  city,  but  the  Persian  annals 
represent  another  to  have  formerly  existed  on 
its  site,  and  to  have  been  destroyed  by  Alexan- 
der. At  Taki  Boston^  near  Kermanschawt  is  a 
mountain  in  which  large  excavations  have  been 
formedt  accompanied  with  a  variety  of  sculptured 
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figures,  some  of  which  would  not  have  disgraced 
the  finest  artists  of  Greece  and  liome.  They 
Gootain  inicriptioiu  in  the  Pehlvi»  at  ancient  lan- 
guage, and  appear,  like  the  sculptures  of  Sha- 
pour»  to  celebrate  the  exploits  of  the  Princes  of 
the  Sassaman  dynasty. 

After  all,  it  is  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates 
and  Tigris,  that  the  eye  of  the  traveller  wanders 
in  search  of  the  mightiest  monuments  of  ancient 
grandeur.  It  is  there  that  we  must  find  all  that 
remains  of  Nineveh  and  of  Babylon,  those  first 
capitals  of  the  world*  Desoiauoo  covers  alike 
them  and  the  once  magnificent  country  in  which 
they  were  situated.  **  The  humble  tent  of  the 
^  Arab  now  occupies  the  spot  fbrmeriy  adorned 
**  with  the  palaces  of  Klings  ^  and  his  flocks  pro« 
^  cure  a  scanty  pittance  of  food,  amid  the  fallen 

fragments  of  ancient  magnificence.    The  banks 
^*  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris,  once  so  prolific, 
^  are  now  for  the  roost  part  covered  with  impene- 
trable  brushwood  ^  and  the  interior  of  the  pro- 
vince,  which  was  traversed  and  fertilized  with 
innuQierable  canals,  is  destitute  of  either  inha- 
bitants  or  vegetation/'   The  site  of  Nineveh 
appears  to  be  ascertained  at  the  village  of  Nunia 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  opposite  to  Mosul. 
Here  are  fonnd  a  rampart  and  fosse  four  miles  in 
circumference  i  but  Mr  Kinneir  believes  these 
to  belong  to  a  city  founded  subsequently  to  the 
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tine  of  Adrian  i  so  that  of  tba  aneient  Nineveh 

there  exists  nut  now  the  slightest  trace. 

About  flixteen  miles  to  the  south  of  ikgdad, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Tigris^  are  the  re- 
mains of  the  Greek  city  of  Seleucia,  and  the  Per** 
sian  capital  of  Ctesiphon.  Ail  that  lemains  of 
the  forpier  is  the  rampart  and  fosse  ;  but  Ct^- 
phon  IS  still  distinguished  by  the  Tauk  Keira,  or 

palace  of  Chosroes,  presenting  a  front  of  300 
feet  in  lengthy  160  deep»  and  106  feet  higtu 

On  the  Euphrates^  almost  due  west  from  Se* 
leuciai  travellers  have  observed  with  wonder  re- 
mains which  seem  dearly  ascertained  to  be  those 
of  Babylon*  The  place  of  this  proud  capital  of 
the  ancient  world  is  parked  only  by  four  or  five 
masses,  or  rather  mountains,  of  bricks^  earth,  and 
ruhbisbt  piled  over  eaoh  other.  They  have  been 
observed  by  several  travellers ;  but  the  late  sur- 
vey of  Mr  Rich  is  so  peculiarly  diligent  and  mi- 
nute»  that  it  may  supersede  every  other.  The 

greatest  number  of  ruins  are  on  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  £uphrates»  immediately  north  of  the  town 
of  Hillah.  Here  is  found  a  mara  called  the 
mound  of  Amran,  ilUO  yards  long,  800  broad^ 
and  50  or  60  feet  high,  consisting  of  earth  formed 
from  decomposed  brickj  aod  strewed  with  various 
species  of  fragments.  On  the  other  side  of  an 
intervening  valley  is  an  edifice,  called  by  the  na- 
tives the  KasTi  or  palace*  forming  a  square  of 
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700  ^ards*  It  coatiuqs  several  walls  in  a  pretty 
entire  itatOt  eight  feet  thick,  aod  ornamented 
with  some  remains  of  painting  and  S9ulpture. 
The  bricks  are  of  the  finest  kind,  and  cemented 

with  lime  ;  a  material  not  observed  by  any  for- 
mer traveller,  but  which  wag  iowd  to  be.mucb 
more  efficacious  than  the  usual  cement  of  bttu- 
wen,  A  mile  to  the  north  of  the  Kasr  is  another 
mass  considerably  loftier,  called  the  MujeUbc* 
It  is  an  irregular  oblong,  the  sides  being  from 
iW)0  to  196  feet,  and  the  height  141  feet.  The 

summit  is  covered  with  innumerable  fragments  of 
pottery,  bnck,  bitumen,  pebbles,  shells,  find  sun* 
dry  other  substances.  It  contained  many  dens  of 
wild  beasts,  and  its  cavities  are  filled  with  bat^ 
and  owls*  Two  long  galleries^  containing  coffins 
in  the  highest  preservation,  were  extracted  ,  and 

it  was  GOQosived  that  the  same  recess,  if  explored^ 

would  have  been  found  entirely  filled  with  them. 
Thia  last  feature,  which  forms  the  most  conspi- 
cuous object  of  all  these  remains,  has  by  most 
travellers  been  supposed  to  be  the  Tower  of 
Belus,  the  most  lofty  and  conspicuous  of  all  the 

editices  which  were  the  boast  of  ancient  Babylon, 
Next  to  it  was  the  Great  Palace,  which  might 
have  been  found  in  the  Ka^r^  had  it  not  been  de* 
scribed  to  be  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
To  solve  this  difficulty,  it  has  been  supposed  that 
the  Euphrates  has  changed  its  course,  as  in  fact 


104 


it  does  take  a  sudden  bend  eastward  after  passing 

the  Mujelibe.  There  is,  however,  another  still 
greater  ruin  ;  but  which  being  situated  six  miles 
south'West  of  Hillah,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to 
have  formed  part  even  of  the  vast  enceinte  of  Ba- 
bylon. It  is  a  conical  mound,  7&t  yards  in  dr* 
cumference,  surmounted  by  a  brick  pile,  which 
raises  it  to  235  feet.  The  bricks  are  of  the  finest 
kind,  strongly  cemented  with  lime,  and  contain- 
ing  inscriptions.  The  ground  to  a  considerable 
extent  round  is  strewed  with  ruins.  Mr  Rich  at 
the  first  sight  of  the  Birs  Ni$nrod^  as  this  pile  ia 
called,  could  not  help  exclaiming,  that  it,  if  anyt 
must  be  the  Tower  of  Bel  us.  He  could  not  re- 
concile such  an  idea  with  the  ancient  descrip» 
tion,  or  inth  the  supposed  limits  of  ancient  Ba* 
bylon.  There  seems,  therefore,  some  impeoetra* 
ble  mystery,  which  must  render  it  for  ever  im* 
possible  for  us  to  harmonize  the  picture  of  what 
Babylon  was,  with  those  vast  and  shapeless  mo- 
numents, which  alone  attest  to  the  eye  its  former 
existence. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

PILORIMAOES  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND. 

Jiftdfki. — WUUbdd,'^Bemard.^The  Crusades, ^DouldeselL 
Drocquiere, — Breidenbadi, — Baumgartcn,^  GeorgcwUz^^ 

Xhaoughout  all  the  East,  and  in  Europe  dur- 
ing the  middle  ages»  one  of  the  most  important 
and  meritorious  religious  duties  was  pilgrimage* 
Doubts  mvj  be  raised  if  it  has  not  been  too 
strongly  condemned  hy  the  severe  reason  of  mo- 
dem Europe.  The  view  of  a  spot  which  has  been 
the  theatre  of  heroic  actions,  or  even  the  abode 
of  genius^  inspires  always  strong  emotions  in 
the  euaceptible  mind.  Much  deeper  roust  be 
the  feelings  of  the  pious  visitant  in  beholding 
scenes  dignified  by  the  presence  of  beings  so 

much  more  exalted,  and  events  affecting  the 
highest  destinies  of  himself  and  his  species.  Pil- 
grimage,  too,  aflbrding  almost  the  only  motive  for 
which,  at  such  a  period,  distant  journeys  are  un- 
dertaken, may  be  the  means  of  opening  the  minds 
of  men,  and  enlarging  tlie  sphere  of  their  ideas. 
It  even  opens  new  channels  to.  commerce,  of 
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urbich  these  holy  places  usually  become  distin* 
guisbed  emporia*  The  greatest  evil  attendant 
upon  the  practice  is  not  only  the  high  merit  which 
it  is  supposed  to  secure*  independent  of  any  in- 
ivard  piety  or  virtuous  couduct»  but  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  will  of  itself  wipe  away  ev«y  ttn» 

however  enormous,  of  which  the  pilgrims  have 
iieea  guUty.  Nay,  with  such  confidence,  it  is 
said,  do  they  look  forward  to  this  wiping  off  all 
their  iniquities,  that  tliey  do  not  Ijesitate  in  their 
journey  to  add  to  their  list.  Multiplied  ac- 
counts represent  the  deportment  of  these  visi- 
tants of  the  holy  shrines  to  be  by  no  means  of  that 
edifying  complexion  which  their  object  would 
indicate. 

The  tales  of  these  peregrinations  are  almost 

innumerable  ;  but  whatever  edification  they  may 
have  afforded  to  those  engaged  in  them,  they 
yield  little  to  gratify  the  profane  inquirer.  Father 
Noe  even  carefully  inculcates  it  as  the  first  duty 
of  a  pilgrim,  to  quench  all  spirit  of  vain  curiosity, 
otherwise  he  will  return  without  any  benefit  to 
his  soul.  These  travels,  however,  are  the  earliest 
of  any  peribrmed  in  modern  times  ;  and  by  very 
diligent  search  we  may  glean  fnmi  them  viewa  of 

the  state  of  society,  and  of  the  human  mind  iii 
those  remote  periods,  which  we  should  vainly  at- 
tempt to  draw  from  any  other  source. 
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About  705  Jerusalem  and  its  holy  places  were 
surveyed  by  Aaculius,  from  whose  report  Aiiam* 
mn  drew  up  a  description  of  them.  From  the 
iotroduction  it  appears,  that  Jerusalem,  like  Mec- 
ca and  Haridwar,  oombiped  an  extensive  trade 
with  its  pilgrimage*  The  16th  of  September  was 
Ifae  era  of  a  great  fair,  when  the  holy  city  was 
crowded  with  an  innumerable  multitude  buying 
and  selling  their  various  commodities.  The  mul- 
titude of  camels  and  other  animals,  with  which 
the  streets  were  thronged,  caused  an  accumula- 
tion of  filth  which  became  extremely  irffenaive^ 

and  rendered  walking  difficult.    Then,  liowever, 

a  miraculous  raio  took  plaoe ;  and  this  inuoda- 
tion  of  celestial  waters,'*  collecting  all  the  mirs^ 
carried  it  down  the  steep  and  sloping  streets  by 
the  valley  of  Jehosaphat  into  the  brook  Kednm* 
Jerusalem,  he  says,  contains  niatiy  splendid  edifi- 
ces ;  but  he  carefully  avoids  describing  any,  exr 
cept  the  temple  of  Calvary  and  the  holy  cross. 
It  was  supported  by  twelve  pillars  of  wouderful 
magnitude,  and  had  eight  gates  looking  to  the 
diHerent  quarters  of  tlie  city.  In  the  interior 
was  a  smaller  edifice,  entirely  covered  with  mar- 
ble, surmounted  by  a  gold  cupola,  at  the  top  of 
which  was  a  golden  crossw  Within  was  the  tomb, 
seven  feet  in  length,  not  divided  into  two  by  a 
fragment  of  rock,  as  it  seems  had  becu  reported, 
but  simple,  and  in  which  tw^ve  lampb,  in  honour 
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of  the  twelve  apostles,  were  kept  bnrning  night 

and  dsLy*  Close  to  this  was  the  church  of  Con- 
staDtiiie»  distinguisfaed  as  the  place  where  the 

true  cross,  with  those  on  which  the  two  thieves 
were  crucified^  bad  been  miraculousljr  discover- 
ed under  ground.  In  these  places  our  pious 
traveller  saw  sundry  objects,  which  all  Jerusalem 
constantly  flocked  to  handle  and  kiss  with  the 
pnrfbundest  reverence.  Such  were  the  cup  used 
at  the  last  supper ;  the  sponge  on  which  the  vine- 
gar was  poured ;  the  lance  which  pierced  the  side 
of  Christ ;  the  cloth  in  which  he  was  wrapt  i  also 
another  cloth  woven  by  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  in 
which  were  represented  the  %ure  of  the  Saviour 
and  the  twelve  Apostles.  From  Jerusalem  Ar* 
culfus  went  to  Jericho,  where  he  found  nothing 
except  the  roofless  walls  of  Rahab's  house  i  all 
the  rest  was  planted  with  com  and  vines.  He 
proceeded  to  the  Jordan,  to  view  the  scene  of 
Christ's  baptism,  on  which  a  church  had  been 
erected.  He  describes  the  waters  of  the  river  as 
white  like  milk,  in  consequence  of  the  salt  with 

which  they  had  been  impregnated.  His  next 
visit  was  to  Bethlehem,  where  he  viewed  the 
scenes  of  the  nativity,  particularly  the  water  in 
which  the  holy  infant  had  been  washed^  and 
which  during  so  many  ages  had  never  dried  up  or 
diminished.  He  proceeded  north  to  Damascus, 
which  appears  always  as  the  metropolis  of  this 
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pftit  of  Asia.  It  18  described  as  a  great  and  royal 

city»  surrounded  with  a  wide  circuit  of  walls, 
strengthened  with  lofty  towers*  He  then  return* 

ed  into  Europe  by  the  way  of  Constantinople. 

About  786  another  Benedictine,  Willibald, 
a  Saxon  by  birth,  raised  himself  by  pilgrimage  to 
a  diattoguished  place  in  the  Romish  calendar. 
From  his  infancy  he  had  been  distinguished  by  a 
sage  and  pious  disposition  $  and  on  emerging 
from  boyhood  was  seized  with  an  anxious  desire 
to  "  try  the  unknown  ways  of  peregrination,— 

to  pass  over  the  huge  wastes  of  ocean  to  the 

outer  bounds  of  earth/'  Rome  was  the  spot 
which  appeared  to  htm  placed  at  this  mighty  and 
fearful  distance.    On  disclosing  the  project  to 

his  carnal  father,''  he  was  most  earnestly  dis- 
suaded from  it,  and  entreated  not  to  forsake  his 
country  and  all  his  friends,  to  whom,  from  so  re- 
mote a  region,  be  could  have  little  hope  of  re* 
turning.  The  warhke  soldier  of  Christ,''  how- 
ever, persevered,  and  at  length  extorted  the  con- 
sent of  his  reluctant  parents.  He  set  sail  from  a 
port  which  he  calls  Hameia  Mutha,  and  after  a 
long  voyage  arrived  at  Lucca.  Thence,  crossing 
many  plains  and  lofty  mountains,  he  found  his 
way  to  Rome.  After  paying  his  devotions  at  the 
shrine  of  St  Peter,  he  was  seized  with  a  desire  to 
extend  his  pilgrimage,  and  to  visit    the  delight* 
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ful  and  deiirable  city  of  Jenisaleni^''  Taking 

ship  at  Rhegium,  and  touching  at  Sicily  and  Sa- 

nosy  he  was  landed  at  Epbesus  in  Aaia  Minor. 
He  employed  fainiself  here  in  visiting  the  totnb  of 
the  Seven  Sleepers,  and  the  cave  in  which  St 
John  wrote  the  Apocalypse.  Hence  he  proceed- 
ed with  a  companion  to  Emesa,  distinguished  by 
.  a  great  church  buiit  by  St  Helena*  Here  they 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  •*  Pagan  Saracens/* 
who  threw  them  into  prison^  not  knowing  whence 
th^  weret  and  suspecting  them  m  qiiee.  An  dd 
man,  however,  having  examined  then),  and  being 
'  toU  their  obj^t»  courteouily  observed^  that  all 
men  did  well  to  fulfil  their  law.  Yet  they  re- 
mained in  prison )  but  a  merchant  and  a  Spaniard 
treated  them  with  great  kindnessy  took  them  to 
the  bath  and  to  cburcli,  where  curiosity  attracted 
a  great  crowd  of  speetalora.  At  length  these 
two  friends  brought  them  before  the  King,  who 
inquired,  Whence  are  these  men  P*'  The  uk 
swer  was,  "  From  the  western  region  of  the 
world,  where  the  sun  8ets»  and  beyond  which 
we  ktiow  of  no  land,  but  only  water.'*  The 
King  replied,  **  \\herefore  should  we  punish 
them*  they  have  committed  no  fault  against  us  | 
**  give  them  life,  and  suffer  them  to  go."  The 
pilgrims  were  therefor^  allowed  to  proceed  with- 
out molestation  to  the  Holy  Land.  They  visited 
Nazareth,  Cana,  Tabor,  and  the  Jordan,  which 
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ri8ei»  it  is  pretended,  fvbm  two  fouiitfttii8»  Jbr  and 
Dan.  WiUibalil  then  proceeded  to  Jerusalem^ 
and  giMS  a  catalogue  of  the  holy  places  similar  to 

that  of  Arculf'us  ;  but  it  were  greatly  too  much 

to  expect  from  so  eminent  a  saint  any  notice  of 
earthly  objects.  We  shall  tberefigre  leave  himv 
\vithout  further  notice,  to  depart  and  embark  at 
Ptolemais  (Acre). 

A  third  visitaiit  of  Palestine  at  this  very  early 

period  was  Bernard,  who  proceeded  thither  iu 
878.  He  came  tirst  to  iiarre  (Bari)  in  Italy, 
which  it  seems  was  then  trader  Saracen  dominion. 
He  found  a  prince^  by  name  Suldanus  (SuUan)» 
wIkh  on  receiving  a  dud  consideraUon*  gave  hins 
letters,  which  he  assured  him  would  secure  a  free 
passage  through  all  the  countries  that  lay  on  hia 
way  to  Jerusalem.  Bernard  proceeded  to  Taren« 
tum,  where  be  embarked  and  landed  at  Alexan- 
dria. Here,  however,  his  letters  proved  of  less 
avail  than  he  expected,  the  prince  having  profes- 
sed a  very  slender  knowledge  of  the  Bari  Sulda* 
nus,  till  his  memory  was  refreshed  by  a  donation 
of  thirteen  denari.  Unluckily  it  was  a  maxim 
here  to  weigh  every  thing  which  could  be  weigh- 
ed ;  a  process  which,  in  consequence  of  the  state 
of  the  Italian  coinage,  reduced  six  denari  to  three. 
From  Alexandria  our  pilgrim  proceeded  up  the 

Qeon  (Nile)  to  Babylon,  the  name  still  borne  by 
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the  modem  CairOi  The  kiog^s  name  was  Abdd- 
hachman,  who,  without  paying  the  least  regard  to 
the  recommendatioD  of  his  brother  of  Alexandria, 
ordered  Bernard  to  be  thrown  into  prison.  In 
this  extremity  be  asked  counsel  of  God,  where- 
upon it  was  miraculously  revealed  to  him»  that 
thirteen  denari,  such  as  he  had  presented  at  Al- 
exandria, would  produce  here  an  equaUy  auspici- 
ous eflfect*  The  celestial  origin  of  this  advice 
was  proved  by  its  complete  success.  Abdel* 
hachman  not  mly  liberated  the  pilgrim,  but  gave 
him  letters,  which  be  assured  him  would  secure 
against  all  ftrther  exaction  i  and  accordingly 
none  is  afterwards  mentioned.  Bernard  now  de- 
scended the  Gem  by  Sitimulb,  Mohalla,  and 
Damiate,  to  Thanis,  where  he  found  many  Chri»> 
tians,  and  was  treated  by  the  monks  with  what 
he  considers  as  even  an  excess  of  hoapitality. 

Many  camels  were  kept  here  for  the  supply  of 
the  caravans  crossing  the  desert  to  f  alesjune. 

Weill  says  he,  may  it  be  called  a  desert,'^  pre*- 
senting  neither  herb  nor  fruit,  and  recalling  to 
his  memory  Campania  when  covered  with  snow* 
He  then  reached  Jerusalem  ^  in  describing  which 
he  goes  through  the  usual  routine,  and,  leaving 
it,  embarked  for  Rome. 

During  a  subsequent  age,  the  Holy  Land  be- 
came the  object  of  only  too  frequent  and  crowd- 
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€d  visitatioii*  It  is  hot  here  the  place  to  inquire 
into  the  character  and  effects  of  those  extraordi* 
nary  expeditions  known  under  the  name  of  Cm* 
sades*  Thej  have  furnished  an  ample  theme  of 
narration  to  .nomerous  ^e**witnesses ;  whose  nar- 
ratives, however,  relate  too  entirely  to  scenes  of 
bloody  and  to  the  successive  triumphs  and  defeats 
of  the  Christian  arniies»  to  leave  them  much  at- 
tention to  bestow  on  those  more  humble  but  in- 
teresting objects  of  which  we  are  now  in  search* 
Leaving  these  events,  therefore,  to  general  his- 
tprjr,  of  which  they  form  so  prominent  a  part,  we 
riudl  take  up  the  thread  of  the  peregrinations 
which  took  place,  from  the  time  when  these 
fegions  became  again  subject  to  the  Mahometm 
power* 

The  earliest  of  these  narrations  which  I  have 
met  withy  and  which  does  not  seem  to  be  gene- 
filly  known,  is  one  written  in  1931  by  William 
Dib  BoujLB£S£LL,  who  seems  to  have  been  endued 
with  an  ample  share  of  that  credulity  to  which 

these  early  pilgrims  were  liable.    He  proceeded 

first  to  the  monastery  of  St  Catherine  at  the  foot 
of  Simd.  He  was  hospitably  received  by  the 
monkSy  and  entertained  at  free  cost  for  several 
days.  Above  idi.  he  was  favoured  with  the  view 
of  the  marble  tomb  of  that  Saint,  which  the 
monks  opened,  and  shewed  him  the  bones  lyii^ 
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pikd  coDiiisedly  together.  They  eveo,  by  hard 
beating,  brought  out  a  sinill  portion  of  blood, 
which  tiiey  preseated  to  our  pilgrim  as  an  espe- 
cial gift.  What  particularly  aatomshed  him» 
though  it  would  have  removed  ail  surprise  from 
a  less  believing  mindt  was,  thai  the  blood  bad  not 
the  appearance  of  real  blood,  but  rather  of  some 
thick  oily  substance  i  so  that  upon  the  whole  it 
appeared  to  him  the  greatest  wonder  that  was 
ever  seen  in  tiie  world.  On  proceeding  to  Jeni- 
sdem,  he  met  with  a  wofiil  disappointment.  The 

Saracens,  it  is  true,  instead  of  profaning  the  holy 
places,  viewed  them  with  the  deepest  veneration ; 
bttt,  for  that  very  reason,  they  eonaidered  Qifia- 
tians  as  heathen  dogs,''  unworthy  to  behold 
such  revered  objects.   BouldeseU  was  therafere 

obliged  to  depart,  entirely  disappointed  in  the 
main  object  of  his  jouruey.  He  proceeded  to 
Damascus,  and  viewed  its  splendid  gardens,  said 
to-be  40,000  io  number^  whence  he  returned  to 
Europe* 

In  14di,  fiaRTBANDON  DK  LA  BbOCQIIISBK  IW- 

dertook  his  pilgrimage.  He  sailed  from  Venice 
to  Jaffa,  where,  he  says,  begin  the  pardons'*  of 
the  Holy  Land ;  an  expression  whieh  too  dearly 
betrays  the  idea  which  was  uppermost  in  the 
flsind  of  these  pious  travellers.  At  Jemaalem* 
now  returned  under  the  sway  of  the  iufidels,  he 
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tend  only  two  Wttnck  monb,  who  ware  held  in 

the  most  cruel  tbfiJdoiQ«  There  were  a  cpnai- 
4mUe  numberp  haweYer»  of  Jiwsobite>  ArmeniaQy 
and  Abyssinian  Christians.  He  made  an  excur- 
ttion  by  Hebron  md  Gaza  across  the  desert  to 
SinnL  ^^fcer  Us  retom  to  Jmasaleoi  he  wmt  to 
Acre,  which  he  found  almost  ruined  by  the 
■draadfiil  eooflicte  of  which  it  bed  been  the  thea- 
tre. It  did  not  now  contain  more  than  300 
iioiieee»  He  pioceeded  thence  to  Damascost 
lAere  be  made  a  considerable  stay*  He  found 
^Christians  held  in  the  most  deadiy  hatred.  The 
itwo  firal  penmna  whom  he  inet»  attacked  and 
knocked  him  down*  Brocquiere,  rising,  drew 
Ua  eword  to  take  vengeance ;  bnt  hia  hand  was 
retained  by  his  companion  ;  a  fortunate  circum- 
aCanoei  as  thirty  or  forty  Saracens  immediately 
came  running  up  to  support  their  compaaioae* 
The  Christian  merchants  were  locked.  inW  .their 
afcops  every  night  by  the  Sareoens,  who  opened 

the  doors  in  the  morning  at  such  an  hour  as 
jwnacd  to  them  good  ^  yet  the  love  oi:'  giain  in* 
iduced  many  to  wake  it  still  their  residence.  He 
jnys,  a  man  in  this  country  ought  to  appe^i^ 
Aeitker  bdU  nor  cowardly,  neither  rich  nor  poof; 

Wealth  excites  cupiditj,  poverty  contempt.  Da- 
flMiinii  bed  been  destroyed  by  Timur  in  140% 

and  part  of  it  was  still  in  ruins ;  but  the  portion 

rebuilt  formed  a  very  great  city.    He  states  thp 
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population  at  100»000  men ;  but  whether  in  this 

•^he  includes  women,  or  even  male  chtidren,  is  un- 
(Certain.  During  his  stay,  a  grand  era  waa  foraa-^ 
1^  by  th^  arrival  of  a  caravan  fitMn*  Meeoay-  ten* 

taining  upwards  of  ^^SOOO  camels*  Its-eotxy  into 
^DahmiictifiB^  empioyed^  two  -days  aiid-Vwo  nighta. 

The  Aikuiau  wa^  carried  in  iroiit,  wrapped  iu 

iSUif  tad  borne  on  a'caniel "coverediiMib  aiik  Mq^ 

pings.  A  number  of  persons  round  it  were  bran- 
•dishing  naked  swords^  and  playing  oa  ail  sorts-of 
^itiiiaical  institiniento.  *  The  goveivoiv  Willi''ite 

whole  city,  came  out  to  meet  the  processiooi  and 
"td^wdi^ip'tbe  sacred  entigb  wliidi  thef  ^canM 

in  front.  HrocquitM'e  found  the  greatest  venera- 
tion entertained  for  any  one  who  had  hma^^mmt 
^^Wi^i  and'  wiEia  positively  aitiH^  isy'miii^ 
nent  MoUab,  that  such  an  one  could  U6¥aff>*4ie 

^*  From  Damascus  15rocquiere  determined  to  re- 

.^Hftl-lioiiie^y  landt  though  lie  was  wilMi 

dangers  to  be  incurred  by  such  a  route.  Accord- 
ingly he  assures  u%  that  tbero  waa  no  coaeeiwaUe^ 

denying  lii^^  Ikilli.    His  guide  was  a  Mameluke, 

-mBUmgt^^im,  during  tite  whulu  iMajiitfiil 

cras:>4egged  upon  mats.    lie  stopped  at  Ilalbec» 

4mrwHdioui*beatowii^  l»]FMeiiiiM»u»^^ 

and  Asia  Mmor.vrived  at  C;ypmar^  *<tlar* 
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Land,  with  the  wilderness  of  iSinai,  was  surveyed 
by  Dean  BasiDSNBACH  of  Mentz,  whose  work^ 
from  its  enttqaity,  and  the  ample  details  into- 
which  he  enters,  has  acquired  considerable  cele«> , 
brity.   As  these,  however,  relate  almost  entirely « 
to  the  different  spots  visited  by  pilgrims,  they  do 
not  contain  much  on  which  we  could  dwell  with  • 
advantage.    More  curious  particulars  are  con* 
tained  in  the  journey  of  Martin  Baumgarten  of 
Kuflkein  in  1507* 

BAtJMGAnTBii  left  Cairo  on  the  ISih  Octpbert 

being  deposited  with  his  companions  in  paniers 
carefully  poised  on  the  sides  of  camels.  They 
were  okM  barbarously  treated  by  the  Saracen  - 
boys,  who  pelted  us  with  dirt,  brick*bats,  stones, 
«<  and  rotten  fruit."  At  Alcanica  they  found  a 
large  caravan  preparing  to  cross  the  desert,  whose 
members  united  to  protect  each  other  against  the  • 

Arab  robbers.  They  scarcely  dared  to  eat  or  , 
drink  *p  and,  as  if  we  had  been  closely  besieged, 
^*  slept  and  watched  by  turns."  They  were^ 
sometimes  awakened  at  night  by  a  frigbtiul  cry, 
which  proved  to  be  /or  the  purpose  of  scaring 
Arab  assailants,  who  were  thus  obliged  to  make 
off  with  the  little  they  could  lay  hold  of.  The 
travellers  then  came  to  the  bay,  through  which, 
be  says,  the  children  of  Israel  passed  -p  and  he 
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declaresi  that  the  tracks  of  Fharoah's  chariot 

wheels  were  still  distinctly  visible ;  nay,  if  any 
impious  hand  deface  them,  they  are  forthwith 
miraculously  restored.  Water  becaone  searee, 
but  they  luckily  bought  some  from  an  Arab,  who, 
on  receiving  a  majfden^  run  it  through  bis  wife's 

ear,  whereupon  the  laJy  **  fell  a  skipping  and 
*^  dandug  io  a  strange  maoaer/'  They  found 
on  this  road  many  prickly  trees,  the  blossoms  of 
which  put  forth  a  most  delicious  smell.  Their 
worst  adventure  was»  when  they  had  to  traverse 
a  narrow  valley  of  a  mile  in  length,  planted  with 
dates»  and  forming  a  pass  between  trackless 
mountains.  The  inhabitants,  on  hearing  tbey 
were  Christians,  came  flocking  out  of  thdr 
holes,*'  knocked  them  down  five  times,  and 
would  be  satisfied  with  nothing  but  money,  which 
it  seems  proved  always  the  only  effectual  mode 

in  which  they  could  be  dealt  with.  As  they  ap- 
proached their  journey's  end,  the  guides  advan- 
ced «  claim  for  more  than  the  stipulated  sum, 
and,  on  refusal,  ran  off,  and  left  us  in  that  vast 
^  and  dreadful  desert  all  alone/'  It  was  incum- 
bent, therefore,  to  call  them  back  by  uncondi- 
tional  submission. 

At  length  the  pilgrims  arrived  at  the  monastery 
of  St  Catherine  %  and  on  being  shewn  into  an 
apartment,  imagined  their  troubles  at  least  sus- 
pended ;  but  a  hand  of  Arabs  found  admission. 
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moA  in  a  baAarous  manner  demanded  this,  winch 
k  seems  was  money  ;  "  with  which  having  stopt 
^*  their  hellish  mouths»  and  greased  their  ugly 
fistSt'^  our  pilgrims  were  at  length  left  to  re- 
pose*  They  chose  a  moonlight  night  to  ascend 

Horeb.  The  ascent  was  laborious,  though  facili- 
tated in  many  parts  by  artificial  steps,  amounting 
in  all  to  TOO.  At  a  certain  point  the  guides 
presented  their  swords,  and  would  neither  allow 
them  to  move  back  nor  fiorward  without  a  liberal 
promise  of  money.  At  the  top  they  found  a 
church,  on  the  cold  floor  of  which  they  spent  a 
very  comfortless  night.  Next  morning  they  de- 
scended the  opposite  side  into  the  plain  between 
Horeb  and  Sinai*  Some  refreebment  was  obtain- 
ed at  a  monastery  called  the  Forty  SaintSi  once 
actually  containing  that  number,  all  of  whom  had 

been  massacred  by  the  natives  ^  and  it  was  at 
present  served  by  two  monks  detached  from  St 
Catherine.  Their  task  was  now  to  ascend  Sinai, 
which  proved  much  more  difficult  and  laborious 
than  Horeb.  Besides  being  steep,  it  was  com- 
posed of  loose  stones,  which  yielded  beneath  the 
feet,  and  when  a  hurge  one  was  displaced,  others 
followed,  till  a  torrent  rolled  down.  The  heat 
was  at  first  intense^  but  on  ascending  they  were 
refreshed  with  a  cooling  breeze ;  and  at  length, 
amid  a  number  of  high  tops  which  rose  beibre 
them,  the  guide  pointed  out  the  highest  piunacle 
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of  Sinai.  Their  energy  redoubled,  wd  they  were 
enabled  to  struggle  against  ever  increasing  Ia» 
hours ;  till  at  length,  "  through  sharp  and  hang- 

ing  rockst  through  clefts  and  horrible  deserts, 

pulling  and  drawing  one  another,  sometimes 
*'with  our  staves,  sometimes  with  our  belts,'' 
they  reached  the  second  summit.  The  view  was 
most  extensive,  Sinai  raising  its  head  high  above 
all  the  neighbourmg  mountains.  The  Red  Sea, 
though  at  the  distance  of  three  days'  journey, 
appeared  beneath  their  feet,  while  beyond  stretch- 
ed the  mountains  and  deserts  of  the  Thebais. 
They  saw  also  "  Altbor,  that  famous  port,"  form- 
ing  then,  it  seems,  the  emporium  of  Indian  com* 
modities,  which  were  conveyed  thence  on  camels 
to  Alexandria. 

From  Sinai  our  pilgrims  returned  to  the  mo- 
nastery of  St  Catherine,  where  they  were  kindly 
received,  though  the  tenants  "  appeared  skele- 

tons  rather  than  men/'  Our  party  made  ar- 
rangements for  their  departure  in  the  quietest 
manner  possible,  and  set  out  by  moonlight,  hop- 
ing to  elude  the  covetous  vigilance  of  the  Arabs ; 

but  scarcely  were  they  mounted  when  the  latter 

were  seen  gathered  round,    just  as  a  ilock  .of 
vultures  used  to  do  about  a  carcase."   In  the 
course  of  the  journey  they  were  repeatedly  inter- 
rupted by  bands  of  them  raising  hideous  criei, 

and  loudly  demanding  moneys  on  obtaining 
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which,  they  went  aw«y  like  a  comptmy  of  dogs, 
•«  when  their  barking  is  stopt  by  throwing  them 

a  piece  of  bread."  At  length  oar  party  left 
**  those  horrible  mountains,'*  and  came  to  a  more 
agreeable  country,  situated  on  the  Red  Sea, 
where  they  joined  aq  Indian  spice  caravan  bound 
ior  Egypt.  They  lost  now  all  fear  of  the  Arabs; 
bot  this  security  invdyed  thein  in  fresh  dangers ; 
tor  travelling  day  and  night  "  we  could  not  avoid 

falling  off  our  camels,  while  we  wemlialf  sleep- 
•«ing,  half  waking.  A  thousand  strange  dreams 
**  and  fancies  came  into  our  heads  whilst  hungry 
"  and  weary,  and  we  sat  nodding  on  our  camels/* 
In  five  days  they  reached  Cairo,  where  they  made 
some  stay.  They  £Mwd  that  city  cruelly  tyran- 
nized  over  by  tlie  Mamelukes.  A  Saracen  whom 
they  met  in  the  streets  crying  bitterly  and  beating 
bis  breasts,  informed  them,  that  having  just  com- 
pleted an  excellent  house,  a  Mameluke  taking  a 
fimcy  to  iU  had  throst  him  out,  and  occupied  it 
without  the  smallest  ceremony.  Baumgarten  saw 
here  the  pyramids,  which  appeared  to  him  a 

prodigious  piece  of  work,  especially  in  a  sandy 
"  country."  He  was  surprised  on  looking  out 
one  morning  by  the  view  of  the  ziraphus,  "  the 

tallest  creature  that  ever  we  beheld."  Another 
lemarkable  animal  was  the  mask  rat,  which  be. 
"ing  made  angry,  voided  a  sort  of  perfume 
"  valued  at  its  weight  in  gold."   The  mode  of 
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haldiing  chidoBOs  in  an  o?M  wis  abo  bbteived. 

They  set  out  on  a  new  pilgrimage,  the  object  of 
which  was  the  Holy  Landi  At  Balbes  they  joined 
a  caravan  going  to  Damasciis.    AAer  passing 

Salheyo  and  Cattia»"  they  entered  upon  a  de» 
aert  of  deep  mod  loose  sand»  which  sunk  beneatli 
the  feet.  "  We  could  see  nothing  but  the 
^  heavens  above^  and  sabd  below ;  nolhn^  green, 

no  tree,  or  the  least  shrub.**  Near  a  ruined 
cottage  they  beheld  10,000  sheep,  goats,  and 
eases,  lying  all  dead,  and  emitting  a  stench  al- 
most intolerable.  A  minister  of  the  Sultan  of 
Egypt  had  forced  these  from  the  unfortunate  in* 
habitants  of  Judea  in  the  room  of  a  poll-tax  which 
be  was  sent  to  levy ;  but  in  their  route  through 
the  desert  they  all  perished  for  want  of  water* 
Soon  after  they  came  to  a  large  bay,  where  were 
very  extensive  salt  pits,  said  to  yield  to  tbe 
Sultan  the  annual  revenue  of  100,000  seraphs. 
At  midnight  of  the  same  day  they  reached  La- 

ritch  (EI  Arish) ;  and  in  a  few  days  Gaza, 
still  a  great  city,  larger  than  Jerusalem  i  and 
there  they  were  shewn  the  ruins  of  a  large  edi- 
fice, believed  to  be  tbe  temple  of  Dagon.  They 
now  began  their  journey  to  Jerusalem,  passing 
over  very  high  and  rugged  mountains,  and  in  con- 
stant dread  of  robbers;  but  amid  these  steepe 
they  plucked  very  wholesome  and  pleasant 
herbs,  tbe  smell  b^ng  mighty  refreshing,'* 
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The;  then  raidied  Hebron,  desisribed  ss  n6w 
more  like  a  village  than  a  city  ^  but  near  which 
tliey  were  shewn  the  field  where  it  k  Mid,  or 
at  least  guessed,  Adam  was  made,*^  The  neigh- 
bourhood produced  a  reddish  earth,  used  in  the 

manufacture  of  prayer  beads.  The  next  stage 
was  BethleheiBt  the  cburdi  of  which  he  describes 
in  the  loftiest  terms,  deelaring  his  belief,  that  in 
its  glory  it  had  not  its  equal  in  the  world.  It 
had  been  bailt  of  the  finest  marble,  and  sup> 
ported  by  forty  pillars,  eighteen  of  which  had 
been  sacrilegiously  carried  off  by  the  Sultan  of 
Egypt. 

From  Bethlehem  the  pilgrims  went  up  to  the 
holy  Jerusalem/'  He  was  received  into  a  mona- 
stery of  Franciscan  friarsi  who  treated  him  with 
the  utmost  hospitality,  and  gave  the  most  accu« 
rate  directions  as  to  every  thing  to  be  seen  and 
done ;  but  the  hofy  pemjf  roust  not  be  forgot.'^ 
A  mode  of  catching  birds  was  observed,  by  pour- 
ing water  upon  the  rocks,  which  as  soon  as  the 
birds,  paitsbed  with  thirst,  beheld,  they  hastened 
to  it  as  to  a  bait,  and  were  easily  taken.  An 
anxious  wish  was  felt  to  enter  Solomon's  temple, 
now  converted  into  a  magnificent  mosque.  They 
eveo  made  the  attempt,  but  were  violently 
Mndered  and  pushed  back  again  after  we  were 
"  half  up  stairs."  It  was  well  they  were  j  for  it 
seems  every  Christian  who  entered  it  was  offered 
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the  alternatives  of  abjuring  his  faitb»  or  being  cut 
in  two.  It  was  called  by  tbe  Saraoens  the  boly 
sanctuary ;  two  thousand  lamps  were  kept  con* 
ttaotly  burning  within  it ;  and  it  was  surrounded 
with  a  square  pavement  of  white  marble,  **  so 
**  bright,  that  the  beholders  can  no  more  look  on 
^*  it  than  they  can  on  the  sun  itself/' 

From  Jerusalem  Baumgarten  proceeded  to 
Jericho^  which  lie  found,  like  Arculfns*  to  consist 
of  one  solitary  house,  now,  however,  converted 
firom  the  abode  of  Bahab  into  that  of  Zaccheus. 
Our  pilgrim  also  visited  tbe  Dead  Sea,  **  that 
frightful  and  horrid  place/*   In  the  approacht 
eveiy  thing  looked  black,  and  as  it  .  were  scorch- 
ed with  lightning  |  and  the  ground  was  full  of 
boles,  in  which  the  mules  were  continually  sUun- 
bling.    A  recent  shower  of  rain  also  had  render- 
ed the  earth  so  soft  and  spongy,     that  if  any 
chanced  to  fall,  the  ground  giving  way  reeeiv- 
ed,  and  as  it  were  hugged  him  in  its  bosom, 
and  be  had  much  ado  to  get  up  again."  At 
length,  tying  their  horses  to  some  bushes,  they 
came  to  the  shore  $  where   the  suffocating  stink, 
the  melancholy  and  hellish  aspect  of  the  place, 
the  shore  full  of  reeds  and  rotten  trees,  the 
unwholesome  saltness  and  binding  quality  of 
"  tlie  water,  which  is  bitter  as  gall,  represented 
*^  to  our  eyes  tbe  dreadful  vengeance  of  an  of* 
fended  God.** 
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The  pilgrims  haTing  now  returned  to  Jeniaa* 
lcoi»  proceeded  by  the  Jordan  to  Damascus  i  and 
Iheace  taking  ship  at  Tripoli,  passed  by  scwml 

oi  the  Greek  islands  on  their  way  to  Venice. 
AuifBgartSD  tbence  proceeded  land  to  Kuff* 
sleiOt  his  native  place. 

•■  . 

Attom  the  visitants  of  Palcstinet  a  conspicu* 

ous  place  is  held  by  Baetholomeo  Glo&gewitz 
of  Cracow,  who  obtained  the  title  of  the  Pilgrim 
par  twcdknce.  No  one  has  given  such  full  direc- 
tions as  to  the  course  to  be  ioUowed  by  the  tr»> 
veller  into  the  Holy  Land.  He  recommends  first 
of  all  to  make  his  will,  like  one  going  not  to 
the  earthly,  bat  the  heavenly  Jerusalem/'  The 
next  task  is  to  chuse  his  route.  He  may  go  by 
the  Gvedc  islands  to  Constantinople  and  then 
through  Asia  Minor,  seeing  in  bis  way  the  ruins 
of  great  cities  of  the  Greeks.  On  reaching  Da- 
mascus, a  journey  of  a  hundred  miles  carries  htm 
to  Jerusalem.  Another  road  is  by  Hungary, 
Bosnia,  and  Poland,  but  this  is  more  dangerons, 

being  full  of  murderers  and  assassins.  Both  in- 
volve great  expense,  a  period  oi  six  or  seven 
•months,  and  the  danger  of  being  killed.  A  much 
more  eligible  plan  is  to  take  ship  at  Venice^ 
whence  he  may  be  conveyed  in  twenty  days  to  a 
port  of  Palestine.  A  gentleman  must  put  in  his 
pocket  dOO  sequins  of  ^ood  gold,  but  if  he  does 
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without  a  aervaott  only  200.  Tfaa  poorer  are  ea- 
cwraged  by  an  aasiiranoe  that  liheir  exfieaae 
not  exceed  half  that  o£  the  ricb»  and  thati^irali- 
Aii  alms  may  be  expected.  Am  no.  brrii  miifhii 
liisbed  on  ship-board,  be  recommends  a  box, 
which  may  serve  at  once  for  keepii^^ieiliQMMi 
sleeping  upon.  Some  good  wine,  as  well  as  a  lit- 
tle, cooftfort  in  case  of  sea-sickness,  ia  MidMi  be 
^iverlookedL  On  landing  at  Joppa  or^jBerytus, 
the  captain  gives  notice  to  the  monk  guardian jit 
Jerusalem.  That  person  hires  a  Mook^Mm^wMi 

several  others,  comes  down  to  the  ship  and  takes 

dui^eoftbepiigdais.  Then  are  do  «a«tip 
road,  but  they  are  lo^ed  in  the  monastertdi^  "^A 

very  short  time  may  suffice  for  seeing  iiU.in  and 
about  Jerusalem ;  but  the  pilgrim  must  pay  Ua 
guides  pretty  high,  if  he  wishes  to  view  the  «lor- 


of  Judea,  he  must  remain  for  many  months  or  a 
year,  tiil  opportunities  occur  ^to  jirn  (Tiiraiannaiitf 
parties  going  to  these  quarters. 

Our  pilgrim  gives,  a  sad  picture  of  the  late  of 
Europeans  who  are  carried  into  slavery  by  the 
Turks ;  a  catastrophe  produced  chiefly  by  the 
fortune  of  war..  The  aroiaes  of  that  nation,  ia 
making  war  against  the  Christians,  were  followed 
by  slave  traders,  carrying  chains,  with  which 
fifty  or  sixty  were  bound  in  a  row  together,  leav- 
ing oply  two  feet  between  to  enable  them  to 
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walk.  The  hands  were  manacled  during  the  day, 
and  at  night  the  feet  also.  The  most  miserable 
late  was  that  of  men  of  rank,  or  those  belonging 
ta  the  learned  professions.  These  having  no 
handicraft  art  or  trade,  were  employed  in  the 
kiwest  labours  of  the  field.  He  never  saw  them* 
however,  yoked  in  the  plough.  Escape  was  ex* 
tremely  difficult,  particularly  for  those  transports 
sd  into  Asia,  in  consequence  of  the  great  riven 
and  arms  of  the  sea  which  they  had  to  cross.  It 
was  freqnently  attempted,  however,  partkularly 

in  a utu [Tin,  when  the  ripe  corn  promised  to  afford 
the  means  of  concealment. 

Lf  1581  Laurence  Am>£as£Y  departed  from 
London,  and  went  across  Germany  to  Venice» 
Tliis  city  is  "  very  faire  and  greatly  to  be  com- 
**mended.''  His  only  dissatisfaction  was  with 
its  women,  of  whom  he  says,  "  they  be  rather 

monsters  than  women.'*  The  ground  of  this 
severe  censure  is,  that    every  shoemakerHk  and 

tailor's  wife  will  have  a  gowne  of  silke :  if  a 
"  stranger  meete  one  of  them,  he  will  surely 

"  thinke,  that  he  meeteth  a  ladie.'*  Aldersey  set 
sail  on  Midsummer  day  for  Palestine.  They 
were  soon  overtaken,  however,  with  a  contniry 
wind  f  in  the  midst  of  which  a  Turkish  galley 
easne  in  sight,  and  caused  a  great  alarm.  The 
luaster  "  being  a  wise  fellow,  began  to  devise 
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bow  to  escape  the  danger  \  but  wbile  both  he» 

and  all  of  us,  were  in  our  dumps,  God  sent  us 
a  merrie  gale  of  wind/'   As  they  approached 
Caiidiap  a  violent  storm  came  on,  s^  the  mari- 
ners began  to  reproach  our  author  as  the  cause, 
<f  and  8aide»  I  was  no  good  Christiani  and  wished 
that  I  were  in  the  middest  of  the  sea>  saying 
that  they,  and  the  shipper  were  the  worse  for 
"  me/*    Aldersey  humbly  replied,  "  I  thinke 
myself  the  worst  creature  in  the  worlde,  and 
consider,  you  yourselves  also."   At  the  same 
time  a  long  sermon  was  preached,  the  tenor  of 
which  was,    that  we  were  not  all  good  Christians, 
"  or  els  it  were  not  possible  for  us  to  have  such 
weather/'    A  gentleman  also  told  him  the 
surmises  that  were  on  board  on  account  of  hie 
not  joining  in  the  Salve  Megina  and  Ave  Maria  ; 
but  Aldersey  told  him,  ^  that  they  that  prated  to 
•*  so  many  goe  a  wrong  way  to  worke,"  and 
made  no  alteration  in  bis  conduct   The  friars 
observing  this,  and  determining  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter to  a  point,  sent  round  the  image  of  our  lady 
to  kiss.    Aldersey,  on  its  approach,  endeavoured 
to  avoid  it  by  going  another  way  ;  but  the  bearer 
fetched  his  course  about,*'  and  presented  it. 
The  proffered  salutation  being  then  positively  re- 
fused,    there  was  a  great  stir     but  at  length 
two  of  the  more  respectable  friars  travelled 
with  the  patron  jn  my  behalfe,  and  made  all 
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««  well  againe.*'    On  the  2d  August  they  arrived 
»t  Cyprus  I  of  which  he  says»    The  people  there 
he  very  rude  ;  and  like  beastSi  and  no  better : 
they  eat  their  meat  sitting  upon  the  ground 
with  their  legs  aeroiae  like  tailors.^  On  the 
Sth  they  arrived  at  Joppa,  but  did  not  land  till 
nest  day,  when  they  were  pennitted  by  the  great 
Basha,    who  sate  upon  the  top  of  a  hill  to  see  us 
sent  away.*'    Alderaey  was  mouat^  before  tl)e 
rest,  which  displeased  the  Basha,  who  sent  a  ser- 
vant to  dismount  and  beat  him ;     whereupon  I 
''made  a  long  legge^  saying  Grand  mercye^ 

Seignior.**    This  seems  to  have  procured  his 
pardon  ^  and  being  ■  *  horsed  upon  little  asses^" 
they  set  out  through  the  wilderness.   That  very 
night  they  arrived  at  Ramsy  and  found  lodging 
in  a  boose^  which  they  could  only  enter  by  creejv 
ing  on  their  knees,  and  had  no  provisions  except 
what  they  bought ;     drinke  we  drue  from  the 
well/*    The  town  he  describes  as     so  ruina- 
ted,  that  I  take  it  to  be  ratlier  a  heape  of  stones 
than  a  towne."   On  their  way  to  Jerusalem 
tbey  were  oflen  stayed  and  troubled  by  the  Arabs» 
whose  extortions  cost  them  in  all  twenty  shilliqga 

a-piece.  "  They  that  should  have  rescued  us 
**  stood  still,  and  durst  doe  nothing,  which  was 
to  our  cost"  On  approaching  Jerusalem  they 
knelt  down  and  gave  thanks  j  it  then  behov- 
ed tb^  to  dismount  and  to  enter  the  town  on 
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foot.  Tbe  superior  met  md  cborteotulj  receiv- 
ed them  ;  but  he  complains  that  the  door  of  tbe 
tonvent  was  very  low  and  narrowy  and  the  entry 

very  dark  ;  however,  *'  they  were  dieted  of  free 
cost,  and  fared  reasonable  well/'  He  then  be* 
gins  the  catalogue  of  th<t  My  placeii,  in  which 
there  is  nothing  worthy  of  record  |  nor  did  any 
Temdffaible  events  distinguish  his  return  hofne» 
which  was  by  the  same  route  that  he  came. 

« 

« 

Of  English  pilgrims  to  the  Holy  Land,  the 
most  intelligent  was  Geo&ob  Sandys,  who  jour- 
neyed thither  in  tbe  year  1$10.  He  sailed 
through  the  Greek  islands  to  Constantinople, 
dien  to  Egypt,  from  Egypt  to  Gasa.  He  found 
that  city  in  a  state  of  visible  decay,  ♦*  the  build- 
•*  ings  meane  both  for  form  and  oMitter/'  Tbe 
best  were  of  rough  stones ;  some  only  of  mats 
and  hurdles,  others  of  mud  $  but  amongst  all 
^  not  any  comely  or  convenient.'*  After  all,  it 
seems  there  were  some  reliques  that  testifie  a 
*  better  condition.*'  Handsome  ptOars  of  mar- 
ble supported  "  divers  simple  roofes  and  bro- 
ken fragments  of  them  served  to  ornament  the 
diresholds,  doors  and  windows,  almost  of  every 
*•  beggarly  cottage/'  The  castle  was  "  now  not 
^  worthy  that  name.'*  He  describes  the  oppres- 
sion endured  by  the  Greeks  from  their  Turkish 
masters  as  almost  intolerable,   llieir  doors  are 
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made  iow,  purposely  to  retard  somewhat  the  6ud- 
6m  kruptiofi  of  these  tyraota }  their  corn  is  bu- 
ried under  ground  ;  and  though  they  have  *^  cer« 
«  taio  sonaU  Yineyards,"  yet  both  the  presses  and 
the  wnie  are  kept  careftiUy  concealed. 

Sandys  having  joined  a  caravan  destined  for 
Jerusalem,  passed  through  Hebvon,  which  be 

fouud     utterly  ruinated      but  on  its  site  a  little 

?Hlaget  adorned  with  a  goodly  temple  erected  by 
Quein  HeieM.  The  country  here  was  ^  die  itiost 

pregnant  and  pleasant  valley  that  ever  eye  be* 
«  bdd.^  It  exteiMis  for  about  twenty  inilee^in* 
ward  from  the  MediterraneaUy  (u\l  of  ilowery 
<*  tiHk  ascemttiBg  leisureljr,^^  end  looking  down  on 
the  most  luxuriant  valleys.  Yet  this  tnost  fertile 
region  is  almost  uninhabited,  containing  only 
a  few  pitifat  iriilages ;  ^  the  grass  waMe4iigb, 

utimowed,  uneaten,  and  uselessly  withering,*^ 
They  passed  through  Ascaloo,  ^  now  a  place  of 
•*  no  note  Cane  Sedoe,  "  a  ruinous  thing,** 
hmk  ^iwtt  the  caravan  **  lay  in  deep  pa^uref 
^  witboyt  tontvoulment.^^  They  then  came  to 
Jof^pe,  formerly  the  only  port  of  Judea,  and 
now  ti}e  eomtnon  place  of  landing  for  pilgrims, 
though  the  accumulation  of  sand  rendered  its 
port  mcii  less  convenient  than  formeriy.  Here 

the  pilgrims  pay  a  sum  to  a  Greek,  who  serves 
then  as  a  guide  to  and  from  Jerusalem ;  and 
eondndts  them  in  perfect  safety^,  ^<  being  in  ffec 
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vidi  the  Arabiaiit/*   After  leaving  Raml^  the 

country  rose  continuallyt  and  at  length  became 
very  mountainous.  The  road  appeared  as  if  pav- 
ed with  rocksy  and  often  there  was  no  passage, 
but  such  as  seemed  to  have  been  worked  by  a 
winter  torrent.  At  length  they  reached  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountains,  whence  they  surveyed  all 
those  which  they  had  left  behind  them.  The 
road  was  now  tolerably  level,  and  diversified  on 
each  side  with  hiUs»  with  ruins  perched  on  their 

summits  ;  and  **  valleys,  such  as  are  figured  in 

V  the  most  beautiful  landskips/'  At  Jerusalem 
they  were  well  reorived  by  the  Paler  Gtiardiaiit 

a  reverent  old  man  of  a  voluble  tongue 
though  they  consider  a  hundred  dollars  as  rather 
a  heavy  charge  for  eight  days'  entertainment. 
The  monks  make  thua  considerable  profits  by  the 
pilgrims  ;  none  of  whom  can  with  any  safety  re- 
main, unless  within  the  walls  of  the  monastery. 
The  making  of  the  knights  of  the  Sepulchre  was 
also  a  source  of  revenue,  as  each  paid  thirty  sul- 
tanies ;  and  though  a  rigorous  qualificalioo  was 
formerly  required,    now  they  will  except  against 

V  none  that  bring  money.''  Many  complaiota 
w^re  made,  however,  of  the  violence  of  the  Turks, 
who  extorted  money  on  the  most  trifling  pre* 
texts ;    which  losses  they  use  oft  to  rehearse  as 

motives  unto  charitie."  Sandys  was  led  care* 
fully  through  al)  the  holy  places,  though  he  was 
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warned,  that  the  omission  of  the  Salve  Reginas 
and  Ave  Marias  would  deprive  him  of  every  hope 
ai  that  iodulgence  for  his  sins  on  which  a  true 

good  Catholic  might  securel/  r^clion. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

ASIATIC  TOBKET. 

* 

hbtcd/onudkl  JKuHgfTj   Sftnufnrji,  .PiiiTtjiiiiiff- 

The  portion  of  Asia  oi  which  we  are  to  treat  in 
this  Chapter*  i8»  as  to  its  present  statet  perhi^ 
the  least  interesting  of  any.  It  is  tyrannized 
over  by  a  brutal  despotisoit  which  has  seated 
itself  above  the  ancient  inhabitants,  without  im- 
bibing any  portion  of  the  genius  or  arts  for  which 
they  were  distinguished.  Hence  this  region  ex- 
cites our  curiosity  rather  by  the  traces  of  what  it 
was»  than  by  any  thing  that  it  now  is.   It  is 

filled  with  the  mighty  monuments  of  former 
greatness  \  vast  structures  erected  by  the  ancient 
kings  <^  the  world,  and  in  which  oriental  splen- 
dour  and  magnitude  are  combined  with  the  ex* 
quisite  art  and  materials  of  Greece  and  Rome. 
Even  the  depth  of  its  deserts  exhibit  the  remains 
of  edifices  eclipsing  those  which  adorn  the  most 
splendid  seats  of  modern  empire*  A  sublime  and 
tender  melancholy  is  inspired  by  viewii^  this 
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hoghft  of  knaiaii  gloiy  fnUn ;  and  the  degradih 
tioo  of  the  present  rcice  serves  only  tQ  render 
mtD  wii8|MCuoiii  the  greatimtB  of  those  whesli 

place  the^  have  occupied. 

* 

Jmihrn  i^igD  of  Bliaibetb»  eommeree  nithef  than 

curiosity  Was  the  motive  of  those  journeys  which 
axt^odad  to  all  pirts  of  the  world.  It  waa  with 
this  view  that,  on  Shrove  Monday  1589,  JoUn  El- 
MiHi  with  mt  or  set  en  other  hooeat  merchantai'* 
set  sail  from  Lond(Ai.  They  arrived  at  Tripoli 
10  Syrian  where  the  English  had  a  consul^  and  a 
fi^toiy  called  Fimiegki  Ingks*  Tripoli  was  the 
greatest  port  in  the  Tui-kish  dominioi^Ss  about  the 
•ittofBrisloli  aad  deliNided  by  a  strong  dtadd. 

Its  chief  annoyance  arose  from  a  bank  of  moving 
sand»  which  "  eve^y  yeere  inereasc^  and  eateth 
np  mMy  garden*  whkh  set  at  defiance  all 
atibeiBl^tt  to  stop  it9  prc^ess,  and,  according  to  a 
eiirv0Dt  prophecy,  waii  ultiBiately  destined  to 

overwhelm  the  city.    From  Tripoli  he  proceeded 

to  Aleppo,  whii:b«  be  aay^    in  the  greatest  p)at:e 

of  traffick  for  a  dry  tpwne  that  is  in  all  these 
"  parts/'  From  Aleppo  be  went  in  three  days 
to  Sirrah  (Beer),  on  the  Euphrates,  where  tba^ 
river  "is  firs^t gathered into^one channel,''  instead 
of  those  numereos  hraneb^  vbieh  in  its  early 
course  procured  it  the  name  of  "  the  thousand 

beads."  The  streatti  i$  here  abeut  the  breadth 
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of  4b6  Xbames  at  XMibelb,  and  mmiiag  alincnt 

as  swift  aB  the  Trent.    They  hired  a  bark  to  sail 

down*   In  their  way  tbe  Arabs  came  to  them 
with  provision^  the  womM  NMiimDiil^  'i^ 
miik  upon  their  heads.      Their  baire,  appareUt 
^  and  colour,  are  altogetiMr  like  to  timii^mjfk 

bond  Egyptians,  which  heretoloie  have  gODe 

about  in  England.''  £ldred  had  ptoo£^^M^ 
thievish  dispos.L.on,  by  the  stealing  from  under 
his  servant's  head  of  a  casket,     with  thkigs  o£ 

good  value  in  the  tame/'  la  twM^MP^te 
days  they  arrived  at  Felugia,  where  they  landed 
the  goods,  and  placed  them  on  «  hundaadMlMf 
to  be  conveyed  across  Irak  Arabi  to  New  i#auy- 
lon  (Bagdad).  On  the  way  he  pasted  '^ikmMm 
^nighty  citie  of  Baby  Ion,  atianyolde  ruins  where* 

of  are  easily  to  be  scene  by  daylight,  wlucb^ 
^  I  John  Eldred  hav«  often  bebeUL^^  HmwmUm 
in  particular  the  Tower  of  Babel,  which  be  de- 
aeribes  aa  a  quarter  of  a  mile  incii^euil,  ^ndhllMW 

the  height  of  St  Pauls,  "  but  it  sheweth  much 
''  bigger."  It  waa  built  of  veiy  iaige  fw-t^i^ 
bricks,  cemented  bjr  courses 
''ewes,"  as  entire  *'  as  though  they  bad  ii^M 
^  laid  within  one  jMfOw*^  I  do  n^kfalifmt§iny 
eariier  notice  of  these  remarkable  ruins.  Nigw 

Babylon  was  stills  giMi-  cilv^  ihMq|ll4«^^ 

extensive  commerce  was  carried  on  between 
Aleppo  and  the  East  Indies.    Ue  mentiona  a 
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peculiar  mode  of  bringing  provisions  from  Mosul, 
iipoo  rafts  buoyed  up  by  inflated  goat  skins.  At 
Bagdad  they  use  the  rafts  fbr  fire-wood,  **  let  the 
wind  out  of  their  goat  skins,"  and  carry  them 
borne  by  land.  •  From  Bagdad  he  proceeded  to 
Bassora,  where  the  Turk  maintained  bis  dominion 
by  a  garrison  of  ^fUO  Janissariesi  and  M  or  SO 

Well  armed  galleys.  The  vessels  which  came  to 
this  port  were  from  40  to  60  tons,  and,  te^Us sur- 
prise, bad  their  planks  fastened  with  cords  instead 
of  nails ;  a  mode  of  construction  which  has  ai» 
ways  been  used  by  the  Arabs  of  Oman. 

Wishing  to  return  to  Europe,  Eldred  again  re- 
paired to  Bagdadt  but  q>ent  44  days  in  ascending 

the  stream.    He  then  joined  a  caravan  going  to 

Aleppo.  Passing  the  Euphrates  near  Hit,  he  saw 
^  a  TaHey  wherein  are  many  springs  throwing  out 

abundantly  at  great  moutbes  a  kind  of  blacke 
**  snbstance  like  unto  tarre,  which  semth  all 
^  the  country  to  make  staunch  their  barkes  and 
^  boales,*'  (bitumen)*  He  adds,  these  springs 
^  make  a  noise  like  unto  a  smith's  forge  in  the  blow- 

ing  and  puffing  out  of  this  matter,  which  never 
*^  oeascth  night  nor  day«  This  vale  swalloweth  up 
'^all  heavy  things  that  come  upon  it/*  They 
efiected  their  journey  well  along  the  desert,  pay« 
ing  to  the  King  of  the  Arabians  40s.  for  every 
eameL  Our  author's  curiouty  led  him  to  make 
an  excursion  into  the  different  parts  of  the  Holy 
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hukdf  of  wlueh  pUceiy.  because  maojr  otiieii 
^  hftvt  ptiUiabed  large  dUoeurM%  I  surcease  tm 

write.**  In  1.588  he  returned  to  Lroudon  Id  the 
Harcults»    which  wis  the  ricfaM  ahip  mo^ 
chants'  goods  that  ever  was  known  to  come  into 
Ibis  f ealm^" 

In  IQQQ  there  was  published  at  Londas,  The 
^  Tmvels  (tf  oertatn  EngUafameD  into  fiwre  coun- 

treyes of  which  EngUshmeOs  the  chief  appears 
to  hafe  been  Master  Wiuiam  BioMrLmi'' 
He  begins  with  the  warning,  "  Reader,  read  the 

prefaoet  or  els  read  nothing  ^"  in  disr^rd  of 
whichf  we  shall  proceed  directly  to  the  natter  of 
bis  narrative.  Sailing  from  Cyprus,  he  touched 
atTnpoHi  whence  he  let  tiut  far  Moqqt  LibanXb 
to  see  the  cedars  for  which  it  is  Celebrated.  The 
mouotain  district  wai  fonnd  »babited  by  JMiuro* 

nites  i  a  people  simple  and  ignorant,  but  civili 
kindf  and  courteous*  On  reaching  a  certain 
poiQt«  he  fdnnd  twenty^four  tall  cedirs,  equal  to 
the  largest  oaks,  and  the  branches  stretcbipg 

straight  out*  as  though  they  were  kept  by  art.*' 
These,  and  a  few  at  another  place,  are  represents 
ed  as  the  only  remnant  of  the  fomtas  of  Lebanon^ 
Touching  on  his  return  at  the  principal  village  of 
the  Maronites»  all  the  inhabitants  ot  ev^ry  iigo 
and  sex  clukit  running  out  to  meet  him^'  and 

guve  a  joyful  shout  ai  together  jointly,  to  exj^t^ 
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their  joy  iit  our  coming ;  giving  God  thanks 
tbat  he  bad  hcougbt  Christian  Frankes  of  such 
^  fiirre  countries  to  visit  tbetn."   The  old  men 
invited  our  travellers  to  enter ;  and  they  were 
iBlroddoed  to  the  petriarcb,  who  eniertaioed  them 

with  excellent  wine,  and  conversed  on  all  subjects, 

eiswpt  religiQii  wd  iearaiogi  oa  whiqb  points  hi# 
ktumledge  n^peared  to  hd  very  limited.  Good 
cheer  wa^  the  prevailing  system ;  and  their 
memier  isb  when  they  feifftir  to  ait  from  mid-day 
to  midnight^  and  soinetimes  all  night/'  Our 
Klthor,  however,  remarksy  that  the  four  villages 
on  this  moontadn  are  now  the  only  places  in  the 
world  where  the  Syriac  is  spoken  native.  He 
ves  also  much  edified  by  hearing  set  forms  of 
prayer  in  the  vulgar  tongue^  tbat  the  people 
HMfht  hete  eomethiog  to  say  amen  to  and 
earnestly  recommends  the  example  to  England^ 
where  it  bad  po^t  yet  been  established.  He 
finind  elflo  in  these  mountains  **  Dmsies,''  whom 
be.  supposes  to  be  the  posterity  of  the  first  Crusa* 
den,  though  they  have  forgotten  all  Christianity^ 
except  baptism  and  eating  swine's  flesh.  He 
viewed  likewisei  with  much  approbation,  tlie 

Turcomanny,  a  kinde  and  simple  people,  dwell* 
"  iog  always  in  the  fields,  borpe  and  brought  up# 
^  living  and  dying  in  tents.'*  The  men  keep  the 
flocks  and  h^ds,  while  the  women  are  busy  at 
ho«N»  spiwing^  Oerdinfr  nod  knitting,  not  spend* 
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ing  their  time  in  goniping  and  gudding  abroad 

^  from  place  to  place,  from  alehouse  to  wine 
^  taverne»  as  many  idle  iiuswives  in  jbngland 
^  doe.'' 

Btddulph  set  sail  from  Joppa  for  Scand^oon, 
the  air  of  which  he  describes  as  ^eiy  pestilential^ 
and  strongly  advises  all  mariners  to  remain  close 
on  shipboard.      Making  haste  to  be  gone  from 

"  this  contagious  and  pestiferous  place,"  they 
found  a  caravan,  which  was  in  three  days  to 
arrive  at  Aleppo.  On  the  mountainous  part  ol* 
this  road  they  met  the  Coords,  of  whom  he  only 
states,  that  they  worship  the  Devil,  alleging, 
that  God  is  a  good  man,  and  will  doe  no  man 
harme,  but  that  the  Devil  is  bad,  and  must  be 
•*  pleased."  At  Aleppo  he  was  much  gratified 
with  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held  as  a  minis- 
ter, even  of  a  hostile  faith.  He  never  met  with 
any  wrong  except  from  his  own  countrymen^ 
and  chiefly  those  who  were  most  bound  to  pro- 
tect him.  In  general,  he  cannot  help  pointing 
out  the  respect  with  which  the  ministers  of  refr 
gion  are  treated,  not  only  over  all  the  East,  but 
in  every  country  except  England,  where  there 
is  a  more  learned  ministerie  than  in  any  nation 
•*  in  the  world,"  He  is  obliged  to  own,  however, 
that  the  objects  of  this  reverence  are  not  always 

very  happily  chosen.  Thus  dumb  men  and  mad- 
men are  her§  reputed  eminent  saints.  Qur  autlior 
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saw  one  of  the  latter,  wbo  went  always  naked, 
with  a  spit  io  his  hand,  while  the  devaut  hovered 
foond  with  rings,  into  which  they  tbeogbt  tbem^ 
selves  too  happy  when  this  spit  was  thrust*  The 
like  aoeoont  they  i]lake»  if  he  take  any  thing 
from  their  shop-boards,  or  box  them,  or  any  of 
their  house/'  There  were  seen  also  ^*  idle 
•*  fellows  whom  they  call  Darvises,"  distinguish^ 
ed  by  wearing  green,  a  colour  accounted  so  sa* 
cred,  that  if  a  Christian  is  observed  dressed  in  it. 
^  they  Will  cut  it  from  his  backe  and  beat  him 
nay»  one  had  his  dioes  carried  off  for  only  being 
tied  with  a  green  string.  Their  food  is  very 
simple^  and  with  the  poor  consists  chiefly  of  herbs 
and  fratts.  Several  drinks  were  observed  thai 
appeared  new  to  the  lloglish  i  among  others 
sherbet^  composed  of  water,  sugar,  and  honey, 
cooled  with  snow.  Another  was  coj/a,  seeming* 
ly  not  then  known  in  England,  but  which  appear^ 

ed  to  them  "  more  wholesome  than  toothsome.** 
The  Turks  drink  it  off  by  leasure,"  sitting 
either  in  the  coffee-houses,  or,  which  they  rather 
prefer,  in  benches  by  the  side  of  the  street,  "  be- 

ing  fttU  of  idle  and  alehouse  talke/'  Anothei 
drink  was  bersh  or  opium,  "  which  maketh  them 

foi^t  themselves,  and  talke  idly  of  castles  in 
•*  the  ayre."  The  water,  he  says,  is  lighter  than 
with  us,  and  goetb  down  more  delectably,  aa 
^  if  it  were  miVfit  rather  than  water/* 
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Biddulph  saw  tt  Aleppo  a  nnaibar  of  Btdoirin 
Arabs,  of  whom  be  says,    Tbey  live  in  huts,  aad 
ai«  here  lo*dffp^  «nd  nwy  liiRidftd  nrilea  oir 

within  a  few  days  after.  They  ^re  a  base,  beg- 

•*  garly,  and  roguish  people,  wandeftiig  up  and 

«*  down,  and  living  by  spoylc,  which  they  a<*^ 

oouot  no  siaae."  Their  kings,  howeveiv  con- 
tbvt  themeelvee  with  levying  a  regukf  <«rlbilte 
ftom  the  caravans,  and  plunder  none  who  quietly 
pay  it,  with  perhaps  a  little  additional  ttactiM. 
^*  These  Arabian  kings  never  keepe  any  money 

in  their  purses,  but  tpend  it  aa  tet  as  tbeji 
"  find  It  5  and  when  they  want,  with  their  swofd 

they  seeke  a  new  purchase/'  A  certain  num- 
ber of  Arabs,  however,  seek  employmMt  itolba 
cities  as  porters,  grooms,  and  scullions,  when 
**  their  lodgings  ate  mi  some  dunghill  or  «iiMrf^ 
•*  or  oddc  corner  of  the  city,  with  some  silly  tent 
^  over  their  beads,''  Their  women,  alae^  j^ii^ 
<^  ing  flIcilAil  in  mourning  and  crying  by  arte," 
are  frequently  hired  to  bear  a  part  in  the  noisy 
lamentation  of  eastern  Ainemls.  .  -  j  i .  i*« 

Biddulph  draws  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  fero^ 
aious  despotisA  wbioh  oppressed  this  Im  omiil^ 
try.  He  says,  "  The  grand  Seignior  only  is  free; 
<^  all  the  rest  are  borne,  brought  up,  live,  and  die 

bis  slaves.'*  The  highest  are  in  no  degree  eit^ 
empted.  If  but  a  Coppagie  appears,  with  a 
*^greate  seale  in  a  blaeke  boX|!?  the  gtfMMI 
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but  ^  suffers  this  ba^  Coppagie  to  atraiiglc 
1^  tii«iii.^^  Willie  lUdulfrfi  ttt  Aleppo,  t 
Basha,  surfouod^d  by  a  hundred  followers,  on 
Mekig  the  ipproaoh  ct  ibia  herald  of  doonii  mert^ 

ly  asked  time  to  say  liis  prayers.  In  return,  these 
flatfaaii  while  they  remain  in  power,  tyranniae  in 
the  hkm  barbarous  manner ;  strangling,  behead* 
ii^,  end  sotnetimes     putting  into  terrible  tor^* 

tares  theiie  who  oflbiNt  yea  eftentinieB  withimt 
"  offence,  only  because  they  are  rich.^*  A  She- 
liflU'iii^descetidant  of  the  prophet,  being  embok 
dened  by  this  high  descent  to  offend  the  Basha, 
had  l|ia  limbs  broken  at  the  door  of  bis  own 
iMUiii  ethuiu  he  lay,  no  one  daring  to  aflbrd  him 
either  relief  or  food,  till  his  friends,  by  paying 
CWni  i>f  meney,  obtained  permission  to  cut  his 
Aroat*  Divers  other  tortures  are  familiarly  em- 
gfegr^l  en  that,  on  the  whole,  he  concludes, 

This  misery  abroad  will  make  us  love  our  own 
^  country  the  better ;  and  that  is  the  best  lesson 
^  I  have  learned  in  my  travels.'* 

Ws  shall  now  proceed  to  Dr  Pooocu,  whose 

work  may  be  considered  as  the  most  elaborate 
and  standard  of  any  relating  to  this  part  of  the 
continent.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  how* 
ever,  to  follow  him  through  the  Holy  Land,  but 
shaH  begin  where,  proceeding  through  Saphet 
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and  Acre,  he  entered  Syria*  In  viewing  the  tef- 
ritories  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  he  could  not  help  re- 
marking with  surprise,  that  of  the  plains  which 
formed  the  territory  of  these  two  mighty  states, 
neither  exceeds  twenty  miles  in  length,  and  four 
or  five  in  breadth.  So  limited  was  the  territory 
which  commerce  alone  raised  to  the  utmost 
height  of  power  and  greatness.  Tyre,  now  call- 
ed Sur,  is  situated  on  the  island  to  which  the 
Tyrians  retired  and  made  their  last  stand,  when 
besieged  by  Alexander.  A  few  remains  were 
still  to  be  seen  of  the  old  walls,  and  of  a  strongly 
fortified  harbour.  There  was  a  large  Syrian 
church,  but  no  edifices  bearing  the  stamp  of  a 
very  high  antiquity.  The  inhabitants  were  ex- 
tremely few,  including  two  or  three  Christian 
families.  Sidon,  called  Saida,  was  a  more  con- 
siderable town,  the  residence  of  a  Pasha,  and  con- 
taining a  number  of  newly  built  houses.  The 
next  considerable  city  was  Berytus  or  Bairoist. 
Till  of  late  its  government  had  been  given  by  the 
Porte  to  the  Prince  of  the  Druses  ;  and  one  of 
them  called  Feckerdine,  who  resided  a  considera- 
ble time  in  Italy,  had  adorned  it  with  several 
handsome  edifices,  which  gave  it  a  classical  as- 
pect. 

The  mountains  along  this  waste  were  inhabited 
by  the  Druses,  a  Christian  people,  who  live  near- 
ly independent  under  a  prince  of  their  own. 
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BMMidMt  like  Biddolphi  fimcM  thaj  may  be 

the  descendants  of  European  Christians  engaged 
in  the  criuacUiig  expedatiooB.  TliCQr  have  a  pa- 
triarchi  bishops,  and  monksy  who^  however^  are 
much  more  employed  in  the  tilling  of  land  Uum 
in  studkNia  exeiciaea.  Tfaejr  bave  alao  snoMrie^ 
which  seem  to  be  rather  bo^itals,  almost  all  tim 
ladies  cQOtained  io  them  being  «ged  and  .deoe* 

pid.  The  people  are  upon  the  whole  more  simple 
and  honesfc  than  is  usual  ^mnna  the  inhahitanta 
ef  those  ooimlries.  Dr  Fooodce  arrived  next  at 
Tripoli,  the  residence  of  a  Piu:ha»  and  situated  in 
a  deligbtfol  vaUejTt  eight  mites  from  the  foet  c£ 
Lebanon.  He  ascended  to  the  convent  of  Can* 
aobinsb  situated  higb  up  this  celebrated  mouft* 
tain.  The  freshness  of  the  air,  the  picturesque 
hiUs»  and  beautiful  cascades  which  surrounded  itp 
rendered  this  a  deligfatfiil  residence,  above  aH 
when  compared  with  the  parched  plains  beneath* 
About  an  bow's  ascent  ftom  the  convent  brong^ 
them  to  a  large  plain  almost  on  the  top  of  Leba- 
neoy  at  one  corner  of  which  was  the  renmant  of 
the  famous  cedars.  They  formed  a  grove  of 
•iKNit  a  mile  in  circuit,  and  were  min^^  with 
pines»  fitmi  which  tl»  young  cedars  were  scarce- 
ly distinguishable.  Stunted  cypresses  occupied 
here  a  higher  elevation  than  any  other  tree.  The 

natives  of  Lebanon,  though  drinking  liberally  of 
sDow  water»  are  not  liable  to  goitres. 

VOL.  Ill*  K 
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Our  mveUer  oow  went  to  tuivqr  the  tumh  of 

.Baal bee  ;  his  observations  upon  which  we  shall 
iocorp&rate  witb  those  siibsequeatiy  made  by  Mr 
Wood*  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Damescut. 
This  affords  almost  a  solitary  example  of  a  city 
iphieh^  eQBBtwg  m  the  eadiest  msKtiqaaty^  hu  coa^^ 
tinued  through  all  ages,  and  under  every  vicissi- 
tikte,  to  be  gieet  aad  floorishing.  Ema  wtwa 
destroyed  by  barbat^iis  ooQqueror$>  it  has  riaea 
ifiitaotly  fboiD  its  ashes.  This  species  of  perma- 
neooy  app^ts  decived  from  the  cktreoie  fetieity 
of  its  situation^  and  the  numerous  waters  by  which 
il  is imgiited.  Pococke  gives. the  ueual  account 

of  its  gardens,  though  these,  he  observes,  are 
awnljr  orobmls,  through  which  fooUwaiks  and 
uMjimkwiig  streamt  m  coodttcted«  As  usod  Id 
Asiatic  cities,  the  intmor  k  by  no  meaaa  distill'* 
g^siMd  tat  faemity,  the  sUeets  being  namw  and 
dirty,  and  the  most  magnificent  palaces  preseut- 
mg  outwardly  only  a  mass  of  dead  waiL  Tliis 

city  no  longer  contains  the  numerous  Christfan 
aserobanls  observed  by  firocquiere^  though  there 
still  a  itrael  called  ^  FraalurMBtreet.^  The 
Christian  inhabitants  are,  however,  supposed  to 
aaieaat  to  «0,00<H  bat  bear  a  worse  chanctier 
b^e  than  in  other  places  ^  and  the  Turks  also 
are  said  to  iadolge  to  a  greater  eateot  tha»  elae* 
where  the  vices  for  which  they  are  infamous. 
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Wtom  Damaseoi  Dr  Pocoeke  proceededthrough 

HetnS)  the  ancient  Emesa^  spiendidl)"  adorned  bj 
Mveml  of  the  Roman  emperors ;  end  Hammehi 

the  ancient  Apamea,  which  seems  to  have  risen  ' 
to  greatne^  during  tbe  middle  ages^  and  is  now 
in  a  very  floorMiing  state.  He  then  iMched 
AkppOy  which  has  been  long  pre-emioent  among 
dM  eitiee  of  AsietiG  Twhef^  It  is  betlisp  buQt 
than  most  of  the  others^  of  hewn  freestone,  and 
with  aeverai  magnifieenl  mosques  and  kmes*  Hie 
trade  with  Persia,  which  has  always  been  its  sta- 
ple, bad  already  begun  to  decline. 
ttom  Aleppo  Dr  PDooclee  went  en  an  tteor* 

sion  to  Beeri  Roumkala,  and  other  places  on  the 
Euphrates*   After  bis  retom  be  set  out  for  An* 

takia,  the  ancient  Antioch,  under  Seleucus  and 

the  emperors  the  voluptuous  capital  of  the  £ast» 
lie  limits  majr  itili  be  diaiiocttf  traeed,  Ae  whole 
circuit  of  tbe  walls  beioi;  clearly  visible.  Some 
part  of  tbesi»  which  there  is  reason  to  believe 

was  built  by  Seleucus,  are  still  perfectly  entire, 
and  equally  distinguished  by  strength  and  beaui> 
ty.  This  city,  after  remaining  long  in  the  pos** 
session  of  the  Crusaders,  was  taken,  in  1268,  by 
Bibars  the  Saltan  of  Egypt,  and  totally  destiny^ 
ed.  Its  churches,  said  to  be  tbe  finest  in  the 
imldt  wem  then-  rased  to  the  gimnd.  Dr  Po^ 
oocke  could  only  guess  where  the  site  might  l^ve 
been  of  those  edifices  which  were  once  the  boast 
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of  Asia.  Aleppo  took  its  place  m  tbe  empofium 
of  Syria  ;  and  Antioch  is  now  a  poor  ill  bulk 
place.  Tlic  only  remains  of  lU  ancient  grandeur 
are  the  aqueducts*  which,  from  their  subteriane- 

ous  positioii>  have  escaped  the  eye  ot  the  de- 
ptroy«r« 

•  From  Antioch  our  traveller  proceeded  to  Baias 
or  Byas^  which  appears  to  be  the  same  with  Issu8» 
that  celebrated  pass  from  Asia  Minor  into  Syria, 
where  the  empire  of  Asia  was  decided  between 
Darius  and  Alexander.  Dr  Pococke  believed  he 

could  trace  the  strait  between  the  hills  and  the 
sea,  into  which  the  latter  sediM:ed  his  imprudent 
antagonist.  He  even  discovered  in  the  heart  ot 
a  thick  wood  the  remains  q£  a  triumphal  arch^ 
seemingly  erected  to  commemorale  this  battlew 
yrom  Baias  he  proceeded  to  Scanderooo^  which, 
thoi^h  the  port  of  Aleppo*  he  found  miserably 

poor,  and  gives  precisely  the  same  account  as 
£iddulph  of  its  pestilential  climate*  Ue  went 
Ithence  to  Kepse,  the  ancient  Seleucia,  a  most 
^ILtraordioary  ibrtified  city,  built  on  a  rock,  whi^ 
overhangs  on  one  side  the  sea,  and  on  the  other 
a  mountain  torrent.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been 
built  by  Seleueus  as  a  retreat,  in  case  of  not  being 
able  to  defend  Antioch.  There  are  very  few 
ruins  except  those  of  the  wails.  The  women  of 
Xepse  have  a  singular  fiuhion  of  covering  their 
head-dress  with  pieces  of  silver,  among  which 
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there  are  many  eoins  and  medak  of  the  Seleu- 
cide ;  so  that  the  head  of  a  lady  of  Kepseia 
•*  often  a  very  valuable  piece  of  antiquity/' 

Dr  Pococke  embarked  at  Tripoh',  and  the  rest 
of  bria  Asiatic  journey  relates  to  Asia  Minor* 
This  quarter,  however,  was  afterwards  more  dili- 
gently surveyed  by  Chandler,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Dnietanti  nrission^  in  whose  company  we  shall 
prefer  to  visit  it,  though  without  losing  sight  al^ 
together  of  our  present  author. 

■ 

There  are  few  individuals  to  whom  we  are 

more  indebted  for  exploring  the  most  sj)lendid 
antiquities  of  this  part  of  Asia  than  Mr  Wood. 
He  was  invited  to  join  in  an  expedition  for  thi» 
purpose  by  two  friends,  Mr  Dawkins  and  Mr 
Booverie,  who  appeared  to  possess  all  the  requi- 
sites for  this  delicate  and  arduous  undertaking. 
A  good  draftsman  was  also  engaged.  Their  main 
object  was  Palniyra,  which,  situated  in  the  depth 
of  the  Syrian  desert,  and  beyond  even  the  rude 
jurisdiction  of  the  Tdricish  Pachas,  set  at  defiance 
the  approach  of  ordinary  travellers.  They  at- 
tempted to  readi  it  first  from  Aleppo,  and  then 
from  Damascus  ;  but  the  governors  of  both  places 
declared  their  inability  to  secure  their  safety  in  a 
tract  so  exposed  to  Arab  incursion.  At  Damas* 
cus,  however,  they  learned,  that  Uassia,  a  village 
situated  four  days'  journey  to  the  north,  wat 
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ruled  by  an  Aga  wliofe  power  reached  to  Pal* 
iD3rra.  At  H«Ma  accordi iv^ly  they  tsmt  A  oomttal 
welcome  m^44iiy  given  by  cbieis  occupying  tbe^ 
reanote  sHwtiw  I  imd  tboiwhthei^ij^Qt'ffil^^ 

journey  appeared  to  him  wlioUy  incompreheusi- 

be  furoiibed  tbeo^  xei^dUy  with 
horse  in  order  to  effect  it«   They  passed  thfDugh 
^i^4ud,  HouareM^  ao4  JUfiatei^i  poor  villa^^es  ; 

which  were  oftep  seeo  fimgmeiits  cf  ftiiiy 

sculptured  marblej  rudely  put  together  in 
erection  of  cottages.  From  Kariatein  to  Cibttjim 

is  a  plain  about  eighty  miles  long,  and  ten  miles 

tMm4i  in  which  there  neither  a  ibU4^  ,^  gaim 
nor  a  drop  of  water,  yet  where  aome  Irag  imnto  ^ 
emui^nt  buildings  may  be  occasiooally  obseive{t 

M  Un^md  of  that  spaceb'  the  biUf  encloaing  thil 

valley  qp^u^dt  and  tlu^y  beU^d  ^ddculy  burjiliog 

CHI  th«  i^^w  th^  swit  ^na^vfl  upd  lH■g||^^i^^^H 

mass  of  ruins  they  had  ever  beheld.    Range  be- 
ra^g^  i^pe^fed  of  Corijptbia^  cp^umos  of 
wlute  marblet  standing  entire  aft^  the  w^Hwaiwl 

solid  buildings,  io  which  l^tMUQl^e^^i^ftrt 

7iel«Wlotiaie.  AU  yonnd>  9ppm^  li  jtWfcligitW 

an  immense  and  ilat  desert,  extending  to  the  dis« 

impremon  of  vague  aabmUNH^nt, 

they  l^aip  to  tdk^^  m^^iPm^f^fm 
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Windows,  belonging  to  the  temple  of  the  Sun,  the 
ruins  of  which  rise  abpve  it-  After  a  few  Turkish 
edifices,  mixed  wHh  some  fine  detached  columns, 
begins  a  magnificent  colonnade,  extending  for 
Dearly  a  mile,  through  the  intercolumniations  of 
which  are  seen  other  superb  structures.  Further 
to  the  right  are  the  ornaments  belonging  to  two 
other  temples  ;  and  at  some  distance  in  front  are 
four  grand  columns,  belonging  to  some  edifice,  of 
which  there  remains  now  no  other  vestige.  The 
whole  plain  for  three  miles  round  is  covered  with 
columns  in  all  the  shapes  and  shades  of  ruin ; 
some  extended  entire  along  the  ground  y  some 
with  broken  capitals  ^  while  others  present  meror 
ly  the  scattered  stones  of  which  they  were  com- 
posed. f4 

Palmyra  is  still  inhabited  by  a  few  Arabs, 
whose  wretched  huts  fill  the  court  of  the  great 
temple  j  while  every  spot  of  ground  intervening 
between  the  walls  and  columns  is  laid  out  in 
plantations  of  corn  and  olives,  enclosed  by  mud 
walls.  There  are  two  rivers,  the  waters  of  which, 
judiciously  distributed,  doubtless  conduced  great- 
ly to  the  comfort  and  subsistence  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants,,  but  are  now  allowed  to  lose  them- 
selves in  the  sand*. 

Palmyra  does  not  occupy  any  part  in  history 
corresponding  to  the  superb  monuments  which  it 
now  exhibits.    It  appears  to  have  been  founded 
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bySotomoD,  iMMUuig  then  die  iMme  of  TadmcMr ; 

but  it  was  doubtless  at  a  subsequent  period  that 
4b68e  woodeiful  Greciao  edifices  were  eradedii 
fts  giMtneai  coaM  Mly^«)-iie  ^  liMs^iMiWmiP 
becoming  the  entrepot  for  the  Indian  cQiximodt* 
Ifai  broi«ht  up  the  BeMiitt  Gtdf,  ilid  'mM^^iUb 
desert  to  Syria*  As  a  state,  it  became  illustrious 
imly  for  a  short  perkid^  thm^  th#^«MN909Bi 
virtues  of  Zenobia  $  and  by  Longiiif^»'W^^fMflb 
the  classic  genius  of  Greece  £m  a  moment  reviv- 
^  After  their  ftle,  lUttlyM  1^ 
same  deep  obscurity  from  which  it  had  emerged. 
Its  very  existence  wis  iiearlyfoifMH^ 

eite  was  explored  ;jy  modern  curiosity. 

Our  trmvdlers  surveyed  also  the  jruiBSna£fia«Uii% 
the  ancient  Heliopolis.  The  great  temple  beret 
dedicated  to  Baal  or  the  Sun,  is  generally  consi* 
dered  as  almost  umivalled  among  the  remains  of 
Grecian  art.  Little  more  remains  than  nine  co- 
lumns supporting  their  entaUature,  which,  as  well 
as  the  portico,  is  covered  with  the  finest  sculp- 
ture. The  omamenls  are  formed  of  a  beautiful 
stone,  which  Pococke  describes  to  resemble  white 
marble  and  which  Wood  conceives  to  be  a  coarse 
species  of  it  The  magnitude  of  the  stones  em- 
ployed appears  truly  enormous.  The  shaft  of 
each  column  is  composed  of  three,  joined  toge* 
ther  by  iron  pins,  without  any  cement.  One  of 
these  stones  was  seen  in  the  quarry,  where  it  had 
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pnhMf  remained  for  ages,  70  leet  long,  14 
broady  and  14  deep,  and  estimated  to  weigh  about 
1185  tons.  The  Turks  have  made  incredible 
cflbrts  to  demolish  these  fine  remains  of  antiquity* 
Tbejf  have  chipped  and  undermined  the  stones 
in  every  possible  manner ;  but  the  strength  of  the 
fiibric  has  in  a  great  measure  withstood  them  ^ 
and  even  when  they  have  overturned  the  colnmnSi 
they  have  been  unable  to  remove  the  fragments. 
Besides  the  great  temple,  there  are  two  smaller 
ones  in  better  preservation,  though  not  possessing 
the  same  original  magnificence. 

Baalbec,  like  Palmyra,  does  not  make  a  figure 
in  history  equal  to  its  remains.  Tradition  ascribes 
them,  Uke  every  thing  else  here,  to  Solomon ;  but 
a  more  probable  account  refers  their  construc- 
tioii  to  Antoninus  Fins.    Mr  Wood  justly  to- 

marks,  that  these  deserts  of  Syria  and  Arabia 
form  the  country  of  all  others  where  the  warship 
of  tiie  heavenly  bodies  was  likely  to  originate. 
Nowhere  do  the  heavens  present  so  many  objects 
to  the  admiration  of  mankind,  or  the  earth  so 
few.  To  the  wanderer  over  these  boundless  and 
dreary  plains,  the  celestial  bodies  alone  occur  to 
guide  and  enliven  his  route.  The  custom  too  of 
sleeping  on  the  tops  of  the  bouses,  where,  during 
every  interval  of  slumber,  they  strike  upon  the 
view,  must  cause  them  to  fill  tlie  mind  of  the 
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iab^itdiDU  of  9  tropical^  much  xsmi^  tbaa  of  a 
Tm  Qb«erv«tioiii  and  dnmioff  braqghl  hsmm 

by  Mr  Wood  and  his  companions,  combined  with 

cmakry  aa  ardeDt  ssmI  to  expbrt  atnl  ifiuatiate 

ti]ke  ren^ains  of  ancient  architecture.  Wi^  tbia 
view,  thct  DiUetMlt  Society  dotarmiBod  to  apim^ 

priate  L.^QOO»  to  ba  employed  in  au  excuri^ian 

throHgh  Asia  Minor*  Dr  CHAHaLaai  a  laarnad 

antiquary,  was  placed  at  its  head,  accompanied 
hjf  Messrs  i^vett  and  Par^  vho  acted,  at  drafts- 
iiitB«  Thaiaiutt  of  Ibis  expeditioB  appear^  in 
the  work  e^iititied,  "  Antiquities  of  louia in  a 
jcoUaciioD  of  vahiaUe  iascnptioos  pabliab^* 

Dr  Chandler,  and  in  his  narrative  of  the  tour. 

The  party  famded  ai  Siaynia»  wfaich  bad  baaa 
fixed  upon  as  their  btad«quarters«  Tbisdistiiv 
guished  capital  of  Asia  Minor  was  lQiind^  % 
AleModer»  whoaa  cbaica  of  situalioQa  haa  baon 

peculiarly  liappy.    It  was  ^cguua4^4  t,be  most 

beautiful  of  the  Ionian  oitie^  and  waa  eztoUed 

by  the  ancients  under  the  pompous  titles  of  "  the 

lovely,  the  cj^qwu  o4  JiODia,  the  arawaot  of 
Asia.'*    Acmding  txi  a  very  unial  Greciaii 

system,  its  principal  public  buildings  were  erect- 
ed on  the  face  of  a  biU  froaling  tbe  aea.  Tbe 

hill  supplieii  marble,  while  its  slope  adbided  a 
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{dace  fyr  the  Mttik  nsing  gradwUy  above  etcb 
other,  in  the  sUidiuiPt  or  great  theatre  for  the  ex* 

hil^itioo  of  ffmi^  This  city  btko^.  om  of  tha 

chieT  theutres  of  contention  between  the  Oltoniau 

t'^r^-wd  th^  Greek  funpirei  y^nwiyiuiv^'t 
•fid  BiWr  being  in  aome  degree  feetofed^  it  fra« 
tailor  an4  piup^lered  by  Timur  in  140S»  The 
fOaoagaaiW)  i$,  that  almost  eveiy  trace  of  the 
a^citiiU  City  is  obliterated.  The  vaulted  foun- 
dalKHijaf  the  atadium  reniaioB^  but  ita  area  b 

HQu  n  with  grain.    There  are  only  a  few  vestiges 

€^  ^eatre  i  and  the  cattle  which  crowns  the 
MI4a»ehiefly  a  patcb»work»  erected  by  John  Com* 
nenoa  ujpan  the  ruios  of  the  old  one,  whose  waUs« 
figiiirtH^iiBe  strength  and  thickness,  may  still  be 
discovered.  SniyrnSt  in  the  course  of  its  revoiu^ 
tsUMft     sli4  down,  as  it  were,  from  the  bill  to 

the  sea,  close  to  which  it  is  now  situated.  Under 
itifriJ^Mish  eoipire,  U  has  cocnpletely  regained 
its  popalousness,  and  has  become  the  centre  of 
the  commerce  of  what  is  called  the  Levant.  Its 
msqiiea,  beaarten,  and  other  buildings*  are  also 
very  handsome,  being  built  chiejQy  iioin  the  mai'i 
ble  of  the  ancient  structures* 

'  In  an  excursion  from  Smyrna,  the  travellers, 
searching  ibr  the  ancient  Clazomeoe,  came  to 
Vourla.  The  place  was  considerable,  but  ooold 
not  be  Clazomene,  for  any  thing  that  could  direct 
tfum  to  whioh  they  inquired  in  vain«   At  length 
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they  recollected  the  mole  thrown  across  by  Alex* 
ander  from  the  shore  to  the  island  on  which  it 
was  built ;  and  by  careful  examination  they  trac- 
ed •*  this  monument  of  that  great  mind,  which 

delighted  in  correcting  or  subduing  nature,  by 
"  filling  up  or  forming  paths  for  the  deep."  It 
was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  and  thirty  feet 
broad.  They  crossed  it,  not  without  difficulty,  the 
swell  being  high,  and  the  waves  washing  over  it. 
They  found  it  entirely  deserted,  and  could  only 
trace  some  faint  vestiges  of  the  walls  and  theatre. 
They  next  visited  Teos,  near  the  modern  Sevri- 
Hissar.  They  could  trace  its  walls,  five  miles  in 
circumference,  and  delineated  the  remains  of  the 
temple  of  Bacchus,  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
structures  of  Ionia.  The  place  was  entirely  de- 
serted ;  the  site  presented  only  a  field  of  barley 
in  ear,  buffaloes  ploughing  heavily  by  the  side  of 
prostrate  edifices,  and  fences  of  stones  and  rub- 
bish, covered  with  illegible  inscriptions. 

The  travellers  now  set  out  on  the  grand  object 
of  discovering  Ephesus,  the  second  city  of  Asia 
Minor.  They  had  to  pass  over  a  road  infested 
by  the  wandering  Turcomans,  who  "  overspread 
"  without  controul  the  vast  neglected  pastures  of 
•*  this  desert  empire."  The  country  appeared 
accordingly  covered  with  the  innumerable  black 
booths  of  these  Nomades,  with  their  cattle  and- 
poultry  feeding  round.    At  length  they  reached 
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Aitsaluck,  wbei^  mid  some  miieraliie  oottafH^ 
they  saw  large  ruins,  a  huge  castle  and  mosque. 
There  was  no  beauty,  however,  unless  in  the 
■ingle  6101168 ;  and  AumIucIc,  even  in  its  f^ry, 
bad  evidently  not  been  Ephesus,  but  only  patched 
from  its  fragments.   At  a  little  distance^  how«> 

ever,  the  ancient  city  was  at  length  discovered. 
Considerable  remains  of  the  theatre,  odeon,  gym# 
nariom,  and  other  stmctores,  were  found ;  but 
the  temple  of  Diana,  the  pride  of  Ephesus  and  of 
Asia,  had  not  left  the  slightest  trace  of  its  exist* 
ence*  A  few  wretched  Greeks  now  seek  shelter 
here  in  the  vaults  and  sepnlcbres. 

The  next  grand  object  was  to  visit  the  site  of 
Miletus,  distinguished  by  the  remains  of  a  truly 
iiinnense  theatre,  built  on-tbe  ftoe  of  a  mountain 
which  overhangs  the  city«  It  had  been  457  feet 
loog^  and  fmced  with  marble^  but  only  a  few  of 
the  seats,  with  the  vaulted  foundation,  remain 
entire.  The  whole  aite  is  covered  with  rubbish* 
fragments  of  wall,  and  brdken  arches.  This  city, 
once  pre-eminent  for  power,  commerce,  and  learn* 
iO|^  waa  distinguished  even  in  antiquity  as  feUen  % 
but  bow  much  more  would  this  character  apply 
to  it  now?  Tfa^  discovered  also  a  temple  of 

Bacchus  and  other  ruins,  distinguishing  a  place 
eaUed.Myufi^  the  inbabitanta  of  which  had,  by  the 
sudden  inruption  of  a  body  of  water,  been  driven 
to  Miletus.  &>me  doubts^  however,  have  been 
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nuaed  by  modern  inquurersy  wlmtber  the  spoU  im 
question  retliy  bdoDg  to  fbme  ancient  cities. 
Near  lielibesb  they  fouDdt  atnong  the  ruins  of 
Friene^  a  temple  of  Minerve  VbUmb^  wlrid^  ee  « 
remain  of  Ionian  elegance  and  grandeur,  was 
judged  well  worthy  of  delineatioo* 

Dr  Chandler  examined  also  the  following  an- 
oieat  cities;  Laodicea^  distinguished  by  coosi^ 
detable  renaiiw  of  a  vast  amphitheatm^  a  ^t^m* 
sand  feet  in  extent  ^  also  of  an  odeon,  the  seats 
of  which  remained,  though  the  proscenboi  w 
front  hy  in  a  contused  heap.  It  was  of  marble, 
and  covered  with  soolpturef  but  the  sQrle  savour* 
ed  less  of  Greciafn  taste  than  of  Ronian  magnifi- 
ceiice*<-^Uierapolis,  now  Pambouk,  distinguished 
by  an  amasing  stmctore,  destined  either  for  baths 
or  for  a  gymnasium  y  the  huge  vaults  of  the  roof 
could  not  be  viewed  from  underneath  witbent 

horror.  The  theatre  was  also  large  and  sumptu* 
ous,  and  the  least  ruined  of  any  yet  seen-F—Pbilai* 
delphia^  how  Ala  Shebn  This  place,  notwiA* 
standing  the  multiplied  earthquakes  that  have 
thafcen  it,  remama  still  a  mean,  but  considerabia 
place.  The  only  trace  of  the  ancient  city  m^ 
tioned  oomistB  of  the  walis»  many  remnants  of 

which  are  standing,  though  with  large  gaps. — Sar- 

das^  near  #  poor  village  called  iiart»  presents  a 
number  of  mine  confusedly  soatterod  ever  a  ver«- 
dant  plain.   Some  of  the  most  remarkable  are  of 
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btitkf  m  itfQO^x  ctmeoted,  that  the  ainiior 

could  not,  without  extreme  difficulty,  detach  a 
iMigle  ^poctMo.  Tbeae  atructum  are  attributed 
to  CNBdOi ;  md  it  is  supposed  that,  witiiont  •otm 
very  positive  violence,  tiiey  would  last  for  ever. 
Magnena  h  atUl  a  latge  and  flonriaiiiiig  city, 
situated  in  a  beautif  ul  plain,  and  coDtaining  two 
Sme  mosqaea  of  marble*  Pooooke  meotioss  the 
remains  of  a  very  grand  temple,  supposed  to  be 
that  of  Diana  Leucophryoet  which  ranked  only 
•ecood  to  the  Epbesien  temple.  There  are  irieo 
very  imperfect  remains  of  a  theatre^^  Dr  Pococke 
Mfvesred  Mktwiae  Aigora»  the  anciettt  Amisa* 

capital  of  Galatia,  but  found  no  antiquities,  ex* 

oept  a  few  remarkable  piUare  aod  iimripCioM. 
The  town  was  very  lei^p  ead  eatonatal  to  con^ 
taio  liMJi^aQa  aoule. 

This  part  of  Asia»  unlike  some  others,  has  been 
visited  aaore  fitequently  than  in  proportioo  to  its 
importance.  Posing  over,  therefore,  a  host  of 
mioort  and  even  some  respectable  traveilerst  we 
shall  tramne  some  of  its  meet  interesting  por* 
tions  in  company  with  Dr  Clar&e,  whose  strong 
fomen  of  obssrvatioa»  with  bis  eloquent  and  ani* 
mated  pictures  of  the  objects  both  of  art  and  na« 
Inie^  have  rased  hisa  to  so  high  a  rank  among 
modern  travellers.  His  profound  skill  in  antt* 
^ties  peculiarly  quaiUied  him  for  exploring  a 
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reigioD,  of  which  tbejr  form  the  prominenl  fta* 
tare. 

Dr  Clarke  embarked  at  Constantinople,  and 
sailed  down  the  Hellespont  Nothings  he  oh* 
serves,  could  be  grander  than  the  opening  into 
the  Aegean  see*  bofdeced  by  the  vaet  monntaini 
of  Imbros  and  Samothrace.  He  then  landed  and 
took  a  carefiil  survey  of  the  plain  of  Troy  and  its 
bordering  mountains.  Onr  limtta  do  not  allovr 
us  to  plunge  into  the  depths  of  the  Trojan  con« 
troversy.  Since  the  dmibls  of  Bryant»  and  the 
hypothesis  of  Chevalier,  it  has  exercised  the  pens 
of  many  learned  writcrsi  whose  works  must  be 
studied  in  order  to  judge  of  Ae  many  minute 
points  vfooEL  which  it  depends.  To  my  own 
mind  there  never  appeared  any  doubt  on  the 
general  question.  That  Homer  should  not  have 
founded  his  narrative  upon  some  real  historical 
events,  and  should  not  at  all  events  have  given 
an  accurate  view  of  the  spot  on  which  be  r^rft- 
sented  them,  seemed  quite  inconmstent,  boA  with 
his  own  topographical  knowledge,  and  with  the 
state  of  society  at  the  period  when  he  wrote.  Dr 
Clarke,  in  fact,  observes,  that  whatever  difficulty 
may  eadst  as  to  the  mimitise»  all  the  prominent 
features  of  Homer's  picture  are  incontestably 
visible — the  Uellespoo^^the  island  of  Xeoedos 
«»the  plain— the  river  still  inundating  its  banks  ^ 
an4  the  mountain  whence  it  issues*  Ue  observes^ 
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dnt  a  fertile  plaiOt  and  a  moimtatn  abruptly  firing 

from  it,  are  two  features  which  usually  combine 
in  tiie  aite  ancient  cities,  from  the  one  the 
eitizeiia  drew  their  aubristeiice^  while  the  other 
became  the  citadel^  to  which  they  retired  on  tiie 
approach  of  danger. 

Entering  on  the  plain  of  Troy,  there  occurred 
6iat  tbe  Mender,  vduch  its  name,  and  every  cir^ 
cumstance,  seemed  clearly  to  fix  as  the  Seaman* 
der«  .  Dr  Clarke  found  also  the  Xhymbrius,  un^ 
der  the  modem  appeUatioo  of  Thymbroek,  though 
other  inquirers  conceive  it  to  be  the  Siraois. 
This  llttt  he  beKeyed.  himself  to  reoogniae  in  the 
Callifat  Osmacky  which  rolls  to  the  Scamander, 
tJbough  by  a  sluggish  stream,  through  an- extendi 
sive  plain,  which  thus  becomes  that  of  Simois, 
on  which  were  ibught  the  great  battles  recorded 
in  tbe  Iliad.  Strabo  had  asentionedt  that  New 
Ilium,  the  city  existing  in  his  time,  was  situated 
nearly  four  miles  in  a  certain  direction  from  the 
original  city.  In  this  distance  and  direction  Dr 
Oarke  discovered  two  qiots .  oisrked  by  num^ 
which,  from  different  circumstances,  seem  very 
likdy  to  have  been  Old  and  New  Troy.  Tbe 
grandeur  of  the  scenery  viewed  from  thn  plain  is 
said  to  be  almost  indescribable :  Samotbrace  on 
ene  side,  rearing  behind  Imbrus/  ita  anow^dad 
summit,  shining  bright  on  a  cloudless  sky  ;  while 
on  the  olher  ride  Gafgams,  the  hi|^t  of  the 
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chain  of  Ida^  luses  to  at  least  an  equal  elevatioiu 
•TIM  <le9criptive  p^6n  af  ihi  bard.  beoaiOB  moi* 
strongly  ielt ;  and  the  steps  of  his  deities,  whiie 
thejf -swept  Irom  momitaiQ  to  rooantatiit  ciNiM.ba 

distinctly  traced. 

Dr  Clarke  ascended  to  MaoMboaky^  when 
Troy»  aad  iht  soafceft  cf  tiie  SoMnpoder,  had 

been  idiy  placed  by  Chevaii^r.  Instead  «f  two 
foiualaiilst  one  hot  and  one  eold»  as  hed^betti  xe^ 
port^t  he  found  them  numer6lis»  and  all  wanDi 
rtdsing  the  thernMnielar  to,M\  Tlwy.idid  uak 

form  the  source  of  the  Scamander,  which  lies 
&xtj  jBties  ia  (be  interiort  and  wbkb  Dr  Ckike 
fledermtneft  to  visit.  He  passed  through  graild 
rocky  defiles  resembUng  same  of  the  passes  in  the 
fyv^L  Shepherds  were  playing  their  iresd  pif^ 
iuiiong  tiiG  rocks,  and  herds  of  goats  and  sheep 
hKMrzhk^i  .wild  mountaineer  race,,  distingidsh^ 
ed  by  sandals  of  undressed  bulls'  hides,  occasion- 
aliy  .shewed  themselves.  He  came  to  a  town 
c4lled  iSm,  suggesting  die  name  of  JEhseaa,  wlio 
is.aaid  to.  have  retired  and  reigoed  in  the  moun* 
Ifltnous  district  above  Tray.  After  passing  tbtoui^ 
tbie:  beautiful  and  .iiigiily  cultivated  distriet  of 
Beyramkshy  .he  came  to  Turknanle,  where  the 
most  hospitable  reception  was  experienced.  Hence 
he.  ascendechi  with  difficolty  and  danger^  acroas 
narrow:  ridges  of  ice  and  snow,  the  loftiest  sum^* 
mit  oi'.  Gargartis«    l*>om  tins  point»  all  Asia 
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Minor  aod  European  Turkey  appeared  as  if  mo- 
delled cm  a  vast  Barface  of  glaai.   He  afterwards 

went  to  visit  the  source  of  the  Scamander,  which 
he  found  io  a  grand  natural  ampiiiibeatre,  amid 
ciaggy  and  {line-olad  rock%  al|line  amninitSi  and 
roaring  cataracts.  In  descendingt  he  liad  a  view 
of  the  niina  of  Alexandria  TroaB»  and  was  {wrtip 
cularly  struck  by  their  colossal  character  |  so  that 
thoagb  materials  have  been  draifTn  frora  tbem  for 
the  ornament  of  all  the  neighbouring  cities,  they 
continue  still  very  extensive.  The  theatre*  and 
^  baths»  were  m  pfirticularly  good  presefva- 
tion« 

Dr  Clarfce  viewed  also  the  mins  of  Telmessiu^ 

in  the  Gulf  of  Glaucub»  oo  the  coast  of  Cara* 
mania*   The  moot  cansptcnous  ohf eet  was  the 

theatre,  built  as  usual  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  along 
whose  slope  tha  seats  were  disposed*  They  were 
in  twenty>cight  rows,  and  in  front  extended  a 
noble  terracei  to  which  a  magoiticent  flight  of 
sl»ps  ooodoeted  from  the  sea.  One  of  the  most 
remarkable  i'eaiures  was  a  large  vaulted  apart* 
ment  hewn  in  the  solid  rock,  on  one  side  of  which 
was  a  hollow  recess,  of  which  no  trace  appeared 
externally.  This  is  supposed  to  be  an  oracular 
cave,  where  the  priest,  concealed  within  the  re- 
cess, uttered  a  sound  believed  to  be  supernaturaL 
The  whole  face  also  of  a  lai^  rock  fitmting  the 
sea  was  cut  out  into  magnificent  tombs. 
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The  remaiiider  of  Dc  Clarke's  travels  in  AtUL 

was  chiefly  employed  in  a  visit  to  Jerusalem  and 
the  principal  places  id  its  neigbbourbood.  Tbesa 
scenes  of  the  great  events  of  scripture  history 
were  surveyed  by  him  with  just  devotional 
^^rarmth,  and  without  any  of  that  blind  credulity 
which  beset  the  early  pilgrims.  With  him,  there- 
fitre,  we  shall  gladly  survey  the  present  state  of 

these  celebrated  spots,  as  we  endeavoured  to 
glean  from  the  others  their  condition  at  an  early 
period. 

Dr  Clarke  landed  at  Acre*  rendered  again  cele- 
brated by  the  events  of  the  French  expeditioDt 
and  now  the  residence  of  Dsjezzar  Pacim«  This 
extraordinary  barbarian,!  who  had  held  his  power 
for  twenty  years,  accounted  himself  now  inde- 
pendent of  the  Portet  and  undisputed  master  of 
Syria  and  Palestine*  His  name  signified  butcher, 
which  he  was  not  unwilling  to  have  understood. 
The  approaches  to  his  pakce  were  guarded  by 
persons  from  whom,  on  any  displeasure,  he  had 
ordered  the  arm,  nose^  eye,  or  other  member  to 
be  cut  off ;  "  marked  men,'*  as  he  called  them, 
and  who  were  held  ready  to  perform  the  same 
office  for  others.  His  harara  was  secured  by 
three  massive  doors,  which  he  every  evening 
opened  and  locked  with  his  own  hand,  and  pro* 
visions  were  introduced  into  it  by  a  turning  wheels 
so  constructed  that  nothing  was  seen  of  the  per* 
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son  within  who  received  them.  The  females  in- 
troduced  into  it  were  never  more  heard  of,  nor 
was  it  ever  known  whether  they  were  dead  or 
alive.  Our  author  found  him  in  an  apartment 
destitute  of  all  fumitore,  except  a  coarse  earthen 
vessel  for  cooling  water ;  he  wore  a  plain  Arab 
dresst  and  apologized  ibr  having  a  poignard  set 
with  diamonds,  as  being  a  necessary  ensign  of 
office.  He  received  them  with  very  little  cere* 
mony  ;  and  during  the  interview  employed  him- 
self in  cutting  paper  into  various  shapes,  and  in 
tedious  and  idle,  tales,  parables,  and  truisms.  Oil 
their  expressing  \v^onder  at  the  magnitude  of  his 

preparations  against  the  Drui^s,  be  asked  why  a 

pismire  should  be  permitted  to  creep  upon  your 
cheek;  and  expressed  deep  indignation  at  Sit 
iSidney  Smith's  interference  in  behalf  of  that  nn* 
fortunate  race.  It  was  even  confidentially  own# 
ed  by  his  secretary,  that  he  intended  to  kill  Bir 
Sidney  if  he  ever  had*  him  in  his  power. 
Dr  Clarke  having  obtained  permission  to  vnit 

the  Holy  Land,  set  out  with  a  party  of  his  friends, 
being  furnished  from  Dsjezsar  with  an  escort* 
and  an  order  t%>  supply  him  with  whatever  be 
wanted.  He  passed  through  a  tine  country,  ren« 
dered  almost  uncultivated  by  the  tyranny  of  its 
ruler,  to  Sepphouri,  formerly  the  capital  of  Gali- 
lee,  but  now  a  miserable  village.  It  was  distin^ 
guished  by  the  ruins  of  a  Gothic  church  erected 
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over  the  supposed  Jbouse  of  St  Axu»^  lUid  wim^ 
Dr  Otrke  io  fact  made  the  ciirieiia  discoveiy  ot 
some  ver/  ancient  pictures^  similar  to  those  which 
are  worahippad  in  ftusaia.  He  firand  bimaelf 
in  the  region  of  indulgences,  relics,  and  pious 
frauds  of  eveiykind*  Helementi^  tbet  <^  tb# 

numerous  Christians  who  reside  in  the  H<dy 
Iiaiwi»  there  are  scarceljr  any  /who  are  not  a  d^ 
grace  to  their  piolai8ioQ»  ffxm  tbeir  jgnorance, 
and  often  tbeir  diaofderly  lives*  Many  well 
meaning  persona  had  been  ao  disgusted  with  their 
follies  and  impositions,  tb^t  they  considered  the 
whole  a$  a  tridc,  and  vent  awagr  wotae  Cbriatiaiif 

than  they  came.    Our  author,  however,  deter* 

mined  to  regard  nothing  hut  the  Bible  itself  y  and 
en  comparing  ^refuHy  ita  narrative  with  the  acr 
tual  features  of  tlie  country^  he  was  alike  editei 
aaKl  astonished  at  the  exact  cOrres|ieedenee 
tweeu  them* 

Naaaretfa  mm  fonnd  rednoed  to  a  deplonUe 
state  by  the  tyranny  of  Dsjezzar  j  yet  the  terror 
of  hia  name  procured  to  the  traveUecs  an  imme» 

diate  supply  of  all  they  wanted.  In  this  early 
residence  of  the  holy  family,  the  trade  of  wondeca 
and  reKea  was  carried  on  upon  e  stBI  greater  scale, 
and  several  pretended  miracles  were  even  exhi«> 
bited,  the  cheat  of  which  waa  easily  perceived^ 
From  Nazareth  Dr  Clarke  proceeded  to  view  the 
Lake  of  Tiberias,  called  also  Gemiesareth.  He 
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jmm  paHieul«rIy  strudc  by  the  grandeur  of  its 

scenery,  and  the  lotiy  mountains  by  wi^oh  it  wa^ 
bofdenedt  The  mrnnit  of  libaoa^  pipp^^rtd  to 
the  QOftb*  covered  with  d^ep  sn^w  evea  a(  i\m 
hot  MiMii.  Th^  |Nir^  wev«  yeiy  depirpw  to 

ascend  Tabor  ;  but  were  assured  of  its  being  oc- 

cupii^  by  80  atrong  9k  body  oi  Araba  ^$  to  jm- 
der'  the  attempt  quite  iiMafe»  Tbey  paised 
liirou^  the  plain  of  Eadraeton,  the  sceoe  of  en- 
CM^pment  to  nQmoroua  aimfes,  and  l^e  most  fyt^ 
tile  part  of  Judea-  This  wa$  atte9ted,  even  in  its 
^prasoQt  luOKultivated  state,  by  the  rich  verdure 

which  clothed  it.    Returning  through  Nazareth, 

be  propeeded  to  Napious»  or  Napolo9(3,  the  ancient 
'  jSkheoi,  ciEipital  of  Sanaria.  The  aspeet  of  the 
.couDiiy  presented  here  a  happy  change.  Xbia 
tamtory  was  subject  to  the  Pacha  of  Pamaaope, 
who  app^r^  to  have  adopted  a  tnuch  more  bene- 
fioeut  qrateiD  of  govonnMOt  thaa  the  tyiwt  of 

Acre.  The  surrounding  district  was  not  only 
tuttihi  but  in  the  highest  cuitivation  i  and  seve- 
ral caravans  stationed  round  shewed  it  to  be  the 
aesvt  of  a  considerable  inland  trade.  The  gover- 
nor  regaled  them  with  ell  the  magnifioeiice  of  an 
eastern  jsovereign.  Here  were  found,  fixed  seem- 
iogly  by  aure  tmditioOf  the  tombs  of  Joseph,  of 
Eleazer,  aud  of  Jostuia,  spacious  sepulchres  hewn 
in  ithe  Uring  rock. 
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The  joorney  fiom  this  plaee  to  Jerusalem  pi«- 

seoted  a  striking  feature  of  high  cultivation*  The 
fimestone  hills  and  stony  valleys  weie  coveted 

with  plantations  of  figs,  vines,  and  olives  ;  and 
even  the  most  nigged  mountaiDs  were  leodeied 
productive  by  being  formed  into  terraces.  He 
views  it»  in  shorty  as  the  Eden  of  the  East 
and  conceives  it  clearly  to  shew,  that  the  Holy 
Landy  if  everywhere  equally  improved,  would  be 
indeed  a  land  of  abundance*  Strong  emotioiis 
were  felt  by  the  party  as  they  approached  the 
spot  where  they  were  to  obtain  the  first  view  of 
Jerusalem.  After  two  hours  of  earnest  expecta- 
tion, a  Greek  of  the  party  exclaimed  Hagiopotis  1 
and  threw  himself  on  hte  knees.  They  were 
struck  with  the  grandeur  of  the  spectacle.  In- 
stead irf*  a  wretched  and  ruined  town,  as  some 
had  described  it,  they  beheld  a  flourishing  and 
stately  nietrop<dis ;  domes*  towera,  palaces,  and 
monasteries,  shining  in  the  sun's  rays  with  in- 
conceivable splendour.  In  honour  of  Dsjezzar 
Pacha,  they  were  honoured  with  a  public  entry ; 
during  which,  some  of  the  inhabitants  welcomed, 
others  abused  them  as  dogs  and  infidela.  Tbe 
Franciscan  convent  of  St  Salvador,  a  large  build- 
ing like  a  fortress,  was  thrown  <^n,  wd  admits 
ted  their  whole  cavalcade  within  its  vast  portals, 
.  which  were  immediately  dosed.  They  were 
then  welcomed  by  monk^  whose  ample  siw  and 
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rofj  cooatciiaiices  woirid  here  done  bonour  to 
the  best  endowed  house  of  Spain  or  Italy.  The 
aoeommodatioii  md  iiive  were  good ;  they  were 
even  supplied  with  tea^  a  luxury  to  which  they 
bed  been  for  some  time  umised. 

-  It  was  now  time  to  visit  the  grand  object  of 
pilgrimagey  the  choreh  of  Calvary  and  of  the  ae* 
pblchrew  Its  outward  appearance  resembled  that 
of  any  handsome  CathoUe  cbnrch.  Omr  th# 
door  was  a  very  ancient  bos  relief^  lepresenting 
the  Messiah's  entrance  into  Jerusalem.  On  en* 
teiteg,  a  slab  of  white  marble  was  shewn  as  the 
spot  where  his  body  was  anointed.  In  the  mid- 
dle was  a  dusty  fidbric,  compared  to  a  huge  pep* 
per^boXy  on  entering  which  they  were  shewn  the 
sepulchre,  with  the  stone  on  which  the  angel  sat« 
To  Dr  Cbrke,  who  had  particularly  studied  se- 
pulchres, this  did  not  present  the  shghtest  ap- 
pearance of  one ;  it  was  not,  like  all  others  in 
the  East,  cut  out  of  the  rock,  but  the  sides  formed 
of  fine  verd-antique  marble  $  and  the  stone  did 
not  fit  its  mouth.  They  were  then  led  into  a 
room  above,  and  were  shewn  an  altar  stated  to 
be  Moont  Calvary,  and  exhibiting  the  marks  of 
the  three  crosses,  though  within  a  space  wholly 
inadequate.  The  whole  aspect  of  the  place  sa* 
tisfied  Dr  Clarke,  that  this  supposed  site  of  the 
cnidiixion  and  entombment  rests  wholly  in  the 
imagination  of  Queen  Helena^  the  fair  founder  ^ 
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and  stands  supported  by  no  argument,  except  the 
accideutal  rent  in  the  rock,  which  is  shewn  as 
that  miraculously  produced  at  the  crucifixion. 
Calvary  besides  was  without  the  limits  of  the  an* 
cient  Jerusalem,  while  the  church  is  within  the 
contracted  bounds  of  the  modern  city.  Our  author 
was  therefore  led  to  make  a  diligent  search  in  a 
glen  or  dingle  without  the  walls,  separating  the 
present  city  from  an  opposite  hill.  He  found 
both  sides  of  it  covered  with  tombs,  hewn  after 
the  manner  of  the  ancients  out  of  the  solid  rock, 
of  various  forms  and  dimensions,  but  some  truly 
magnificent.  Here  it  appeared  to  him  that  both 
Calvary  and  the  tomb  were  certainly  to  be  found, 
though  it  was  difficult  to  fix  on  the  precise  spots. 
Several  inscriptions,  with  some  striking  ruins, 
seemed  to  point  out  the  opposite  hill  as  Mount 
Sion,  the  celebrated  and  sacred  citadel  of  Jerusa- 
lem :  in  which  case,  the  eminence  called  by  the 
moderns  Mount  Sion,  will  form  merely  part  of 
Mount  Moriah,  and  the  modern  city  will  be  built 
on  that  hill  alone.  In  some  of  the  tombs  around 
Jerusalem  paintings  were  Ibund,  similar  to  those 
which  adorn  the  walls  of  Herculaneum  and  Pom* 
peii.  The  most  distinguished  tombs  are  those 
known  by  the  name  of  the  sepulchres  of  the  pat 
triarchs,  of  the  kings,  and  of  the  Virgin  ;  though 
there  seems  much  doubt  as  to  the  ])ersons  by 
whom,  or  in  whose  honour,  they  were  really 
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i^itetodL  The  most  nuignificeot  edificae  in  this 

city  is  tbe  mosque  of  Omar,  built  upon  the  site 
of  tbe  wicieDt  temple  of  Solomoo.  The  loky 

Saracenic  pomp  which  characterizes  the  struc- 

tare»  its  nuiBerous  arcades,  capacious  dome,  and 
arM  pamd  with  the  dioioest  marbles,  joined  to 
the  sumptuous  costume  of  tbe  devotees  passing 
to  and  from  the  sanctuary,  render  it  altogether 

one  of  the  tioest  sights  which  the  Moslems  have 
to  boast 

The  population  of  Jerusalem  is  estimated,  on 
vague  conjecture,  at  SO  or  jM),0(X)  inhabitants* 
The  houses  are  lofty,  and  the  streets  cleaner  than 
those  of  any  other  city  in  the  Levant,  though,  like 
all  of  them,  very  narrow.  The  only  raanufiicturea 
are  beads,  crosses,  and  shells  ;  the  two  former  of 
which  are  made  partly  of  a  species  of  hard  wood, 
and  partly  of  the  black  fetid  limestone  of  the 
lake  Asphaltites. 

Our  analysis  of  Dr  darkens  narrative  having 
extended  to  so  considerable  a  length,  we  shall 
Miit  his  return  by  the  common  route  of  Bethle^ 
hem  and  Jaffik 

* 

Mr  Macdonald  Kinneir,  whose  exertions  have 
eontRbuted  so  much  to  extend  our  knowledge 

of  Western  Asia,  performed  a  series  of  journejs 
throiq^h  Asia  Minor,  which  form  tbe  best  account 
we  now  possess  of  the  present  state  of  this  part  of 
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the  Turkish  empire.   After  leaving  ConsUnti- 

nople,  the  first  place  of  importance  at  which  he 
arrived  was  Nice,  once  the  capital  of  Bithjnia» 
and  the  seat  of  several  general  councils.  It  is 
now  much  decayed,  but  contains  a  number  of 
striking  ruins,  particularly  some  Roman  walls, 
which  have  acquired  the  solidity  of  rock.  He 
came  next  to  Eskisbehr,  situated  in  a  great  plain, 

having  a  dry  and  parched   appearance,  where 

Godfrey  of  Bouillon  defeated  Sultan  Soiiman. 
This  was  found  a  wretched  place,  exhibiting  no- 
thing worthy  of  notice,  except  a  few  inscriptions, 
Here^  while  Mr  Kinneir  was  sitting  in  his  lodg* 
ings,  one  of  those  Dervishes  who,  from  being 
mad,  are  reverenced  as  sacred,  came  in,  struck 
him  with  the  end  of  a  lance,  and  loudly  protested 
against  the  indignity  of  an  infidel  entering  the 
habitation  of  a  holy  man.  It  really  appears  t# 
have  been  his  own  house,  which  seems  to  make 
his  conduct  not  quite  so  presumptuous  as  it  ap- 
peared to  Mr  Kinneir,  who  hastened  to  the  Aga, 
demanding  bis  punishment.  The  Aga,  however, 
replied,  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  deal 
severely  with  a  person  so  much  respected  in  the 
city,  but  held'  out  some  evidently  delusive  expec- 
tation of  chastising  him  at  some  future  period. 
Mr  Kinneir,  therefore,  returned  to  his  lodgings ; 
where  the  insults  of  this  person  still  continuing, 
'he  was  advised  to  deeamp,  as  in  case  of 'a  qnannel 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ihe  whole  toiwn  would  hare  taken  the  part  of  Ut 
holy  antagoDist. 

Mr  Kiimeir  now  pasted  through  Sever  HisMtf 

and  Ye rm a,  where  he  found  ruins  ;  but  this  part 
of  Phiygia  was  anciently  so  covered  with  citieiy 
that  it  is  difficult  to  identify  any  particular  place* 
The  inhabitants  smiled  when  he  asked  for  ruined 
places^  assuring  him  the  whole  country  was  over* 
spread  with  them.  The  agriculture  here  is  wretch* 
ed ;  the  plough  often  is  not  even  shod  with  iroOi 
and  is  drawn  sometimes  by  ten  or  twelve  oxen* 
The  harrow  is  merely  a  large  bunch  of  thorns^ 
with  a  stone  laid  across  to  increase  the  pressure. 
The  grain  is  threshed  by  cattle*  wind  being  chiefly 
relied  upon  for  separating  the  chaff.  A  great 
part  of  the  country  was  covered  with  the  roving 
Turkmans,  a  boisterous  and  ignorant  raoe,  but 
much  more  honourable  and  hospitable  than  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns. 

Mr  Kinneir  now  reached  Angora,  the  caifrital 
of  an  extensive  Pachah'c»  and  the  scene  of  the 
great  battle  between  Timor  and  Bajazet  It 
contains  20,000  inhabitants,  chieily  Armenians^ 
and  is  distinguished  by  the  ruins  of  a  temple  erec* 
ted  in  honour  of  Augustus.  The  Pacha  seems 
to  be  a  brutal  tyrant*  who  monopoiiaes  all  the 
necessaries  of  life  in  his  dominions,  and  retails 
them  at  high  prices ;  so  that  the  people  are  com- 
pelled to  emigrate  in  great  numbers  to  the  neiglw 
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Imrinff  gwefument  of  Chapwsn  Oglit».  l%t 

travellers  soon  entered  the  territory  of  that  chief, 
the  moet  powerful  ia  Asia  Minor,  oiaiiitoiiiaig  aD 
army  of  40,000  men,  and  almost  entirely  iilde^ 
peadeut  of  the  Grand  Seignior.   Ooacatt  where 
he  resides,  has  been  afa»wi  entirely  <Mated  bf 
him,  and  contains  now  a  popui^^on  of  16,000. 
He  has  built  a  very  extensiye  palace^^  and  Uvea  in 
great  pomp.    He  had  a  dignified  deportment  and 
a  loag  while  beard ;  made  many  inquiries  about 
the  politics  of  Europe,  and  parttcnlarly  about 
Bonaparte,  of  whom  he  expressed  a  vast  adoiip 
ration^   Our  traveller  passed  through  Gsesarea^ 
the  ancient  capital  of  Cappadocia,  a  meau  dirty 
ctt7,  but  ooataimng  ^fiOO  iababitaots^  and  a 
considerable  trade  in  cotton,  produced  abundant* 
ly  in  ita  neighbourhood*   He  then  proceeded  to 
Tarsus,  the  celebrated  capital  of  ancient  Cilicia, 
but  was  surprised,  after  a  stay  oi  eight  days,  not 
to  dtecover  a  single  inscription  or  monuinent  of 
art.    It  is  situated,  however,  in  a  fertile  country^ 
has  S0,000  inhabitants,  and  a  pretty  exteoeive 
foreign  trade.    Mr  Kinneir  then  surveyed  the 
paea  ioto  Cilicia,  and  the  scene  of  the  batde  of 
Issus.    Pias  or  Byas,  which  corresponds  to  that 
ancient  place,  had  lately  been  considerable  as  the 
seist  of  a  rebel  chief,  who  being  sdbdoed,  Fbse 
was  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins.    Scanderoon  was 
found  sunk  into  a  poor  fishing  iriUage*  Latakiii 
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mtL iiMr  the  port  of  Aleppo;  but  evw  tim  did 
not  sQCtiTO  any  0MMmv9  tride,  in  coniKquence 
of  the  low  state  to  which  Aleppo  ilself  waaialklk 
ITbe  vbole  of  tlu8  odontiy  is  is  a  state  of  coai^ 
plete  decay  and  depopulation,  in  consequence  of 
^itTtanliy  of  the  Pachas,  add  their  contests 
nvith  each  other.  However,  a  body  of  Janissary 
oiuei%  who  had  obtained  potsesaion  of  Aleppo^ 
had  lately  been  betrayed  and  massacred,  and  the 
piaoe  seized  by  a  son  of  Chapwan  Oglu,  to  the 
general  satisfiKtioo  of  the  iafaaUtaats,  who  p» 
£erjed  one  tyrant  to  many. 

Mr  Kiaaeir  afterwards  peifbnned  a  jouraey 
through  the  iiurth  of  Asia  Minor,  by  a  route 
ithich  fiufOpesD  travellers  have  seldom  followed^ 
He  came  first  to  Isnikmid,  the  ancient  Nicome- 
dia,  under  Dioclesiaa  the  capital  of  the  iioaiaa 
empire.  It  is  now  a  small  town  with  seven  hun* 
dred  families^  and  presenting  even  no  ruins  to  at* 
teat  its  £srmer  magmfioence.  He  was  now  in  the 
ancient  Bithyniai  which  he  found  a  beautiful  and 
vemaatic  ooimtry;  iaierMCted  with  loAj  moim* 

tains  and  fertile  valleys,  and  ah o muling  in  vines 
and  torests.  He  passed  through  Terekli,  now  a 
small  place,  but  wfaidi  the  name  and  situatioo 
point  out  as  the  ancient  Heraclea.  Passing 
timiigh  TeeeboB,  Modoorly,  and  Boli,  he  came 
to  Costamb6ul»  called  also  Kostamonni^  the  an- 
cient capital  of  Bspblagoniat  and  afterwards  the 
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patrimonial  estate  of  the  family  of  the  ComnenL 
It  cootiiiia  about  14tfiOO  iohabitantSt  and  it  situ^ 
ated  Id  a  rugged  and  dreary  couotryt  surrouoded 
hy  immenae  mottntaiim.  Ita  aspect  improvedt 
however,  when  they  came  to  the  banks  of  the 
great  river  KisU  Ermak.  In  geDtiai  the  sceoeiy 
of  this  part  of  Asia  Minor  is  of  a  grand  and  pic- 
turesque character^  the  valleys  beii^  clothed 
with  luxuriant  veidure^  and  the  mountains  with 
trees  of  every  description ;  so  that  it  often  r^ 
aembled  the  oroameated  park  of  an  Ei^lisb  no- 
bleman. Grain,  however,  was  ill  cultivated  and 
aoaroe.  They  readied  Samsoon^  the  ancient 
Amisus,  capital  of  Mithridates,  a  neat  little  town, 
composed  of  white-washed  wooden  houses.  It 
presents  fbw  antiquities,  however,  though  the  atw 
cient  wail  may  still  be  traced^  partly  covered  by 
the  waves.  They  then  passed  through  Unieht 
a  small  seaport,  most  beautifully  situated,  and 
tolerably  thriving,  and  also  Kereaoun,  surround- 
ed by  wooded  mountains  of  stupendous  height. 
From  Keresoun,  they  went  partly  by  water  to 
Trebisond.  This  is  a  very  ancient  city,  men* 
tioned  by  Xenophon  in  the  retreat  of  the  ten 
thousand.  The  Romans  made  it  the  capital  of  a 
province,  and  under  the  lower  empire  it  became 
Ibr  some  time  the  seat  of  an  independent  Greek 
monarchy.  It  now  contains  about  15,000  inha- 
bitants, is  situated  in  a  well  cultivated  countryt 
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sad  cttfies  on  manu&cbires  of  ailk  and  oattcrik 

There  are  several  Roman  aQtug^uUies,  particular!/ 
ooe  yery  faeantiful  -church* 

Mr  Kinneir,  indefatigable  to  explore  Asia 
MmoTt  crossed  it  at  another  time  in  a  Dorth-wert 
dim)tion  front  Kelendri  to  Constantinople.  Ke» 
lendri  was  a  poor  town,  and  the  road  thence  to 
Caraman  might  be  contidered  at  an  inmienfla 
forest  of  oaky  beecb»  fir,  and  juniper,  covered 
vith  straggling  Turkmans  and  numerous  flocks 
of  goats*  Qaraman,  once  the  capital  of  a  race  of 
Turkish  princes,  covered  still  an  extensive  area 

of  ground,  and  contained  3000  families,  occupied 
in  the  cotton  manuiacture,  but  was  a  mean  look^ 
iog  place*  He  now  entered  the  'plain  of  Iconinm, 
where  not  a  tree,  nor  even  a  shrub,  is  perceptible 
over  an  expanse  e£  ground  as  level  asUiesea.  In 
two  days  he  reached  Iconium,  now  Konieh,  con» 
siderabiy  declined  from  what  it  waa  when  the 
metropolis  of  the  Sultans  of  lloum,  but  still  con* 
taining  30,000  inhabitants^  and  presenting  a  nunu 
ber  of  antique  materials  formed  into  modem  edU 
fices.  After  Konieh  the  country  improved ;  and 
havii^  passed  through  Ladik  and  Akshehr,  ha 
came  to  Osium^kara-hissar,  a  city  containing 
IdyOOO^fiuniliesi  and  distuiguished  for  its  mann^ 
facture  of  black  felt,  and  extensive  culture  of 
opium*  Two  days  then  brought  him  to  KuUuah^ 
the  capital  of  Anatolia,  and  containing  a  popula* 
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tioD  of  60  or  60,000  souls.  The  town  is  built 
Im  the  tide  of  a  hiU»  the  houses  are  handsooief 
and  the  castle,  occupying  the  position  of  Coty- 
muxif  appears  to  have  been  a  {dace  of  great 
atrength.  To  reach  Boursa,  it  was  necessary  to 
cross  Mount  Olympus,  covered  deep  with  snoWf 
and  over  which,  by  the  aid  of  some  guides  and 
companions,  he  with  great  difficulty  made  his 
way.  On  the  other  side  was  Bourse,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  cities  in  the  Turkish  empire,  situ- 
ated in  a  fertile  and  finely  wooded  pkin,  enclosed 
within  the  immense  ridges  of  Olympus.  It  con- 
tams  40,000  inhabitants,  S66  mosques,  and  its 
baths  and  mineral  springs  are  celebrated  all  over 
the  empire*  Ue  then  proceeded  to  embark  at 
Modania  for  Constantinople. 

In  another  excursion  through  the  heart  of  Asia 
Minor,  our  author  passed  Sivas,  the  ancient  Se> 
baste,  a  dirty  ill  built  city,  inhabited  by  a  coarse 
and  rude  people,  and  disdnguished  by  the  breed- 
ing of  horses.  He  proceeded  to  Tocat,  the  larg- 
est and  most  commercial  city  in  the  interior  of 
Asia  Minor,  containing  60,000  souls,  and  .sittt- 
ated  in  a  fine  valley,  watered  by  the  Jekil  Xrmak* 
•About  fifty  miles  to  the  south-west  stands  Ama- 
&a,  the  birth-place  of  Strabo,  and  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  Pontus.  It  is  romantically  situated 
in  a  narrow  valley  between  h^h  and  rocky  moun* 
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tains.'  It  contains  a  population  of  95,000  soubi 

and  produces  a  great  quantity  of  excellent  silk. 

Few  travellers  in  the  East  have  acted  a  more 
meritorioos  part  than  Dr  SssTZENt  vhot  during  a 
long  residence,  embraced  with  ardour  every  op- 
portunity to  extend  our  knowledge  of  Syria» 
Arabia,  and  Africa.  In  1806  he  determined  to 
explore  the  regions  of  Syria  situated  to  the  east 
of  Mermon,  the  Jordan,  and  the  Dead  Sea,  where' 
the  records^  both  of  sacred  and  profane  history, 
describe  the  existence  of  magnificent  cities  that 
are  now  unknown.  The  enterprise  was  attended 
with  hazard,  as  it  carried  him  beyond  even  the 
rude  protection  afforded  by  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment. Undeterred  by  this  consideration,  he  set 
out  from  Damascus,  furnished  with  an  order  from 
the  Pacha  upon  the  inferior  chiefs  to  supply  him 
with  a  horse  and  guide,  and  to  defray  his  expen- 
ses. He  then  entered  the  mountainous  district 
of  X^adscha,  the  villages  of  which,  built  upon  the 
crumbling  sides  of  rocks  of  black  basalt,  had  a 
gloomy  and  dismal  appearance.  He  traced  the 
Baniass,  a  beautiful,  but  not  the  principal,  source 
of  the  Jordan.  Caesarea  Philippi  was  found  in 
ruins.  Here  bis  guide  stopped ;  but  beiDg  in* 
vited  by  an  Arab  to  cure  an  ophthalmy  under 
which  he  laboured,  Dr  Seetzen  negodated,  ia 
return,  the  means  of  pursuing  his  route.  Pass- 
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if^  tbe  lidge  of  savage  mountaiQa  wbich  fproia^ 
tb^  eiMfeeni  boundaiy  Palestiiie,  and  separataa. 
it  from  Dschaulan,  he  came  in  view  of  the  laka 
i4  Tibetm*  The  town  of  Tiberiada  or  Tabaria 

"was  now  small,  though  the  remains  of  the  ancient 
ci^  aiitended  for  a  mile  westward  to  some  warm 
baths  erected  by  Dsjezzar.  The  fine  jdatn  sur* 
founding  this  lake  was  almost  entirely  netglected*. 
and  though  it  abounded  in  fish,  only  one  paltry 
fishing  .bark  was  found  at  Tabaria.  The  whole 
ijsbery  on  the  laka  is  fiurmed  to  one  nian»  who 
yses  only  the  seine, 
Dr  Seetaen  now  reached  tb.e  southern  boun* 

dary  of  this  sea  ;  and,  crossing  the  Jordan,  made 
bis  ws^  into  the  district  of  £1  £otthin«  Here  be 
fiwind  the  rocks  hollowed  into  thousands  of  ca» 
verns,  which  had  served  as  abodes  to  the  ancient 
inhabitants.  Even  the  present  bouses  are  chiefly 
grottos  enclosed  with  walls  ;  so  tb^it  the  interior 
ia  partly  rock  and  partly  masonry.  There  were 

still  also  a  con.siderable  number  of  large  caves, 
which  r^eived  wiKile  tamilies  with  ail  their  caU 
ile.  Dr  Seetaen  was  driven  by  a  storm  of  ram 
to  seek  shelter  in  one  of  them  for  the  night*  He 
entered  by  a  long  passage,  and  found  part  of  the 
family  at  one  end  busied  in  preparing  supper^ 
There  was  th^n  a  good  deal  of  vacant  spacei 

but  when  the  rest  came  in,  with  all  their  flocks 

and  bei:ds»  little  dhow  room  was  left  Dr 
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ten  ae»ctibes  himself  as  a  good  deal  inquietS  at 
inakiDg  his  first  address  to  tliese  wild  inhabitaDti 
0f  the  rocks ;  but  be  met  with  fnuch  hospitality^ 
-and  found  them  quite  as  courteous  and  iatelli** 
gent  as  those  who  dwelt  in  more  civilized  thns^ 
sioQS.  Dr  Seetzen  next  proceeded  to  Mkes,  the 
ancient  Gadanu   He  found  considerable  Remains 

of  marble  pillars,  edifices,  has  reliefs,  sarcophagi^ 
&c«  Near  it  were  several  very  extensive  caverns» 
in  which  five  or  six  families  were  lodged. 
then  made  his  way  to  Abila,  once  a  city  of  great 
fame,  now  entirely  ruined.  There  was  not  a 
single  edifice  standing ;  huge  fragments  and  rub- 
1>ish  alone  attested  its  ancient  importance.  His 
next  visit  was  to  Dscherrasch,  the  ancient  Ge^ 
rasa ;  the  ruins  of  which  are  compared  to  those 
of  Balbec  and  Palmyra.  He  foimd  several  pa- 
laces, two  superb  amphitheatres  built  of  marble, 
and  three  temples*  one  of  which  had  a  peristyle 
of  twelve  large  Corinthian  columns,  eleven  of 
which  were  still  erect.  But  the  finest  thing  he 
saw  was  a  long  street,  bordered  on  each  side  with 
a  row  of  Corinthian  columns  of  marble,  and  ter« 
minating  in  a  semicircular  open  space,  surround- 
ed with  sixty  Ionic  columns.  On  the  whole,  he 
counted  nearly  two  hundred  pillars  supporting 
their  entablatures,  and  a  much  greater  number 
<iverthTown  $  yet  he  saw  only  half  the  city,  not  * 
being  able  to  examine  the  ruins  on  the  other  sidt 
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of  the  river.  He  now  passed  the,  Serka  into  the 
district  of  £1  Belka,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Amo* 
rites ;  but  this  country^  once  so  populous  and 
flourishing,  was  now  converted  into  ^  vast  desert. 
It  contained  only  one  small  town  called  Szalt, 
situated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill.  Six  leagues 
to  the  east  he  found  the  ruins  of  Amman,  the 
ancient  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  principal  cities 
of  Decapolis.  It  contained  remains,  on  a  great 
ecale,  of  all  the  buildings  that  usually  adorned  an 
ancient  city ;  particularly  a  very  spacious  temple^ 
with  pillars  forming  a  rotunda,  ou  the  top  of  the 
mountain  on  which  it  was  built 

After  traversing  this  district,  Dr  Seetzen  en- 
tered that  of  lUrrak,  tlie  ancient  country  of  the 
Moabites.  He  saw  the  ruins  of  its  capital  Rab- 
bath  Moab,  the  e^ctent  of  which  announced  its 
importance.  He  remarked  only  some  walls  and 
two  marble  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order  be- 
longing to  an  ancient  temple.  The  district  of 
Karrak  is  full  of  mountains,  and  the  town  itself 
is  seated  on  a  very  high  one,  commanded  by 
others  still  higher,  and  commanding  a  very  fine 
view  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  Jerusalem.  Dr  Seet- 
zen turned  the  southern  side  of  the  Dead  Sea,  by 
a  track  so  rugged  and  difficult,  that  he  could 
scarcely  find  a  guide  to  accompany  him.  He 
•  saw  here  a  mountain  three  leagues  in  length, 
composed  entirely  of  sal  gem^  the  continual  dia* 
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sokitioli  of  wliidi  a|)peBred  to  hkn  the  aoiurce  of 
iiie  salioe  character  of  this  great  lake.  Its  west*, 
era  ooaet  is  ail  bristUog  with  lofty  and  bama 
xocks.  The  water  is  clear  and  limpid,  and  as  salt 
as  the  sea ;  but  the  asaertionsi  that  iron,  awima 

upon  it,  that  light  substances  sink  to  the  bottom, 
and  that  birds  flying  over  it  fail  down  dead,  are. 
rejected  as  fabulous.  The  inhabitants  were  not 
sensible  of  any  thing  particularly  noxious  in  its 
vapours*  After  makings  thus  the  touir  of  the  iake» 
Dr  Seetzen  proceeded  to  Bethlehem  and  Jerusa* 
leiQt  and'  from  thence  to  Ja£^ 

■ 

The  late  able  and  lamented  Burckhardt,  in 

preparing  himself  to  explore  the  interior  of  Africa, 
performed  several  journeys,  the  full  narrative  of 
which  has  not  yet  been  published.  In  the  me- 
moir of  his  life,  however,  is  inserted  a  letter  con« 
taintug  the  sketch  of  a  tour,  which  in  some  de- 
gree followed  the  footsteps  of  Seetzen.  He 
spent  some  time  at  Damascus,  and  confirms  the  ' 

observation  of  Dr  Clarke,  that  this  city,  with  its 
Pachalic,  were  in  a  much  more  nourishing  condi- 
tion than  either  that  of  Aleppo  on  ode  side,  or  of 
Acre  on  the  other.  This  was  due  to  the  pater- 
nal government  of  Yusuf  Pacha,  who  had  ruled 
it  for  four  years.  That  chief  was,  however,  so  far 
avaricious,  that  he  uniformly  preferred  to  retain 
the  revenue  in  his  own  treasury,  rather  th^q  rq» 
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ntit  it  to  Coiutaiitiiiople.    The  Vortt,  iadfaqf 

liim  inveterate  in  his  attachmexit  to  this  system^ 
conflBfffed  the  Pachali c  oa  Soleiman,  ftom  whom 
tbey  expected  greater  regard  to  their  authority. 
Yusuf's  economy  having  prevented  him  from 
taking  any  effectual  measures  to  secure  adhe« 
rsnta^  be  was  driven  out  almost  without  a  strug.* 
^e»  The  new  Pacha,  who  holds  also  Acre^ 
though  bred  under  Dsjezzar,  is  said  to  be  by  no 
means  a  bad  man*  The  Syrian  desart  is  now 
completely  in  the  power  of  the  Wahabis,  who 
carry  their  ezcarsions  even  to  the  gates  of  Da# 

xnascus.  Yusuf  had  set  out  one  year  with  the 
caravan  in  the  accustomed  military  array;  but 
on  ai^roacbing  Mecca,  found  himself  surroond^ 
ed  by  a  much  greater  Wahabi  force.  Their 
chief,  Ibn  Saoud,  gave  notice  that  he  and  his  at* 
tendants  might  repair  to  Mecca  unarmed  and  as 
common  pilgrims,  but  not  in  any  other  manner. 
Yusuf,  not  chusing  either  to  comply  with  this 
o£fer  or  to  encounter  the  Wahabi,  returned  with* 
out  accomplishing  his  pilgrimage,  which  has  never 
since  been  attempted. 

Burckhardt,  having  left  Damascus,  proceeded 
by  Saiiad  to  the  lake  of  Tiberias,  then  ascended 
the  Tabor,  and  having  visited  Nazareth,  crossed 
the  Jordan  to  Szalt.  He  visited  the  ruins  of 
Amman  (Philadelphia)  $  but  does  not  conceive 
them  ec^ual  to  those  of  Dscherrasch.    He  pro* 

m 
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ceeded  in  two  days  and  a  half  to  Karralc,  which 
he  calls  Kerek,  and  describes  as  the  seat  of  a 
chief  who  acts  a  leading  part  in  the  deserts  of  . 
the  south  of  Syria.  He  traced  the  valley  of 
Gbor,  fertile  though  uncultivated^  extending 
from  the  lake  of  Tiberias  to  the  southern  side 
of  the  Dead  Sea.  Thence»  under  the  name  of 
Araba,  it  stretches  to  the  eastern  branch  of  the 
Arabian  Gulf,  and  is  probably  the  track  by  which 
Solomon  carried  on  his  communication  with 
Eziongeber.  At  some  distance  eastward,  in  a 
valley  called  Wady  Mousa,  he  found  extensive 
ruins,  which  appear  to  be  those  of  Fetra,  the 
great  commercial  capital  of  Idumea.  There 
were  two  hundred  and  fifly  tombs,  and  one  en« 
tire  amphitheatre^  cut  in  the  rock  ;«-H>ne  mauso- 

leum,  which  had  the  appearance  of  an  elegant 
Grecian  temple,  while  other  monuments  bore  an 
Egyptian  character.  A  place  was  shewn  here  as 
the  tomb  of  Aaron,  liurckhardt  passed  through 
the  Valley  of  Akaba  to  the  head  of  the  Red  Sea, 
and  then  entered  upon  the  desert  of  El  Ty, 
which  be  describes  as  the  most  horrid  and  barren 
tract  he  had  ever  seen.  In  ten  days,  during 
which  time  only  four  wells  were  found,  he  arriv^ 
ed  at  Cairo. 
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CHAPTER  ¥•  . 

Arabia  is  not  a  country  much  resorted  to  by 
European  travellers.  Its  interiort  composed  in  m 
great  measure  of  deserts,  presents  nothing  suffi- 
ciently attractive  to  balance  the  dangers  with 
which  it  is  beset ;  while  the  approach  to  its  holj 
cities  is  rigidly  barred  against  every  Christian. 
The  travels  of  Barthema,  recounted  in  the  second 
Book,  will  give  the  idea  of  its  interior  at  an  early 
period  i  while  the  adventures  of  Sir  Henry  Mid-* 
dleton  illustrate  the  condition  of  its  coasts  under 
the  Turkish  sway.  We  ^hail  now»  therefi^re,  pro- 
ceed to  NiBBUHRy  to  whom  we  are  mainly  indebt* 
ed  for  what  we  know  of  this  part  of  the  Arabic 
continent. 

NiBBUBB»  with  several  companionsi  was  offi- 
cially employed  upon  a  scientific  mission  by  the 
Danish  government  to  explore  Arabia.  Ue  set 
out  with  a  caravan  from  Cairo  on  the  ^th  Am« 
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gust  176^.  On  the  oOth  they  arrived  at  Suez,  a 
city  built  since  the  end  of  the  ^teentb  centuiy^ 
in  the  room  of  Kolzinm,  formerly  the  emporiam 
^of  the  Ked  Sea,  which  by  the  Arabic  writers  was 
called  the  Sea  of  Kolzium/^  and  the  ruina  of 
which  are  still  seen  at  a  little  distance.  Suez  is 
a  thinly  inhabited^  poorly  built  place ;  the  chief 
employment  of  whose  inhabitants  is  the  convey- 
ance of  corn  and  pilgrims  to  Jidda,  the  port  of 
Mecca.  The  soil  is  a  bed  of  rock,  sprinkled 
with  sand  i  and  bad  water  can  be  procured  only 
at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  leagues. 

Niebuhr  set  out  from  Suez  in  search  of  the 
Jibbel  Mokatteb,  or  Hill  of  Inscriptions,  report- 
ed to  exist  in  some  part  of  the  bordering  deserts. 
The  Arabs  at  first  professed  total  ignorance  on 
the  subject  j  but  on  the  offer  of  a  liberal  reward, 
a  person  was  found  who  offered  to  conduct  him 
to  the  hill.  He  departed  first  for  Sinai,  through 
a  country  in  general  stony,  but  in  some  places 
well  watered  and  fertile.  On  the  declivity  of 
Mount  Sinai  they  found  still  the  convent  of  St 
Catherine,  which  the  vicinity  of  the  Arabs  con- 
verts  into  a  species  of  prison.  Both  men  and 
provisions  are  let  up  and  down  in  a  basket  y  and 
an  excellent  garden  belonging  to  the  convent  is ' 
entered  by  a  subterraneous  passage.  The  Arabs 
often  shoot  at  the  monks  from  the  rocks  above ; 
and  if  they  can  seize  any  of  the  straggling  brc* 
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thxeoy  release  him  only  upon  payment  of  a  liberal 

ransom.  Niebuhr  had  seen  some  inscriptions  on 
the  rocks  in  this  journey,  but  merely  names  and 
•ome  rude  figures,  without  any  value  or  beauty. 
At  length  he  >vas  led  to  Jibbel  Mokatteb ;  on 
ascending  which  he  found  a  number  of  sepulchral 
stones  covered  with  hieroglyphics  and  busts, 
which  were  evidently  Egyptian.  He  was  pro- 
ceeding to  copy  the  inscriptions,  when  the  Arabs 
interposedi  intimating  their  conviction  tb^t  tbes^ 
in  the  hands  of  Europeans,  possessed  supernatural 
powers,  and  were  intended  to  draw  hidden  trea*- 
tures  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  They  insist- 
•ed  that  they  should  either  receive  immediately  a 
hundred  crowns  down,  or  be  entitled  to  a  share 
of  all  the  wealth  which  the  inscriptions  should 
evoke.  Why  our  author  should  have  rejected 
this  latter  alternative,  does  not  very  precisely  ap- 
pear I  but  be  chose  rather  to  bribe  an  individual 
Arab,  and  privily  copy  some  of  the  hieroglyphics, 
which  were  found  to  differ  little  from  those  of 
Egypt,  except  in  exhibiting  the  goat,  an  animal 
unknown  in  timt  country* 

Preparing  to  sail  down  the  Red  Sea,  Mr  Nie- 
buhr returned  to  Suez,  which,  in  consequence  of 
the  arrival  of  some  great  caravans,  appeared  as 
populous  as  Cairo.  The  ships  sailed  usually  in 
small  fleets,  to  aid  each  other  in  danger,  which 
was  smminentt  as  they  sailed  close  to  the  shore 
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amid  mfs  and  eoni  fOQks»  and  guided  the  v«Mel' 

in  the  most  unskilful  manner.  A  number  of  fe- 
isaies  on  board  too  repeatedly  set  fire  to  the  liaen 
ivhich  they  were  drying,  till  the  captain  caused 
them  to  be  heartily  beaten.  They  passed  by  the 
ancieiit  Tor»  but  found  its  port  in  niinsy  though 
there  were  in  its  neighbourhood  some  considera* 
hie  villages.  They  did  not  thence  see  any  inha. 
bited  place  till  they  arrived  at  Jambo,  the  port  of 
Medina*  where  they  landed  the  passengers  des* 
lined  for  that  sacred  place,  and  sailed  into  Jidda. 
They  were  in  much  apprebensioa  of  ill  treatment 
here,  both  from  general  report,  and  their  experi* 
ence  at  Jambo ;  but  they  were  agreeably  disap* 
pointed  to  find  that  they  attracted  little  notice^ 
and  were  in  no  degree  molested.  On  learning 
that  they  understood  astronomy,  synonymoua 

in  the  East  with  astrology,  the  governor  craved 

earnestly  to  know  from  them  the  success  of  a 
war  in  which  he  was  about  to  engage.  Niebuhr 
candidly  profes3ed  his  ignorance  of  the  future  | 
bnt  his  companion.  Von  Haven,  gratified  the  go- 
vernor by  a  favourable  prediction.  Jidda  sup- 
ports itself  by  transporting  pilgrims  and  provi^ 
sions  to  Mecca,  and  by  being  the  channel  of  trader 
between  India  and  Suez*  The  most  violent  meap* 
sures  are  taken  i^nst  all  vessels  which  dare  i» 
proceed  to  the  latter  port  without  touching  at 
Jidda*    Wishing  to  proceed  to  Hodeidai  they^ 
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vere  recommended  to  a  Maskat  ship^  wbicb, 

however,  when  surveyed,  appeared  more  like  a 
hogshead  than  a  ship;  ^e planks tbiD»  without 
pitch,  and  navigated  by  a  few  naked  black  slaves* 
Their  friends^  however,  advised  them  not  to 
stickle  at  appearances,  as  the  Maskat  Arabs  were 
good  sailors.  Accordingly,  though  their  accom- 
modation was  somewhat  defective,  they  proceed- 
ed slowly  but  safely  along  a  coast  as  desert  as  that 
between  Suez  and  Jidda.  On  arriving  at  Loheia, 

Niebuhr  was  surprised  to  find  tlie  Arabs  becom- 
ing always  more  polished  and  courteous.  The 
people  were  here  particularly  curious  and  intel- 
ligent. Being  acquainted  only  with  the  Euro- 
peans as  merchants,  the  arrival  of  a  physiciaD, 
botanist,  and  star-gazer,  was  an  agreeable  novelty. 
The  governor  invited  them  to  make  some  stay, 
and  assured  them  that  they  might  travel  in  per- 
fect safety  through  eveiy  part  of  the  dominions 
of  the  Imam.  A  country  chief,  however,  being 
asked  to  dine  with  them,  replied,  God  forbid 
that  I  should  eat  witli  infidels  that  believe  not' 
« in  God/' 

The  travellers  set  out  along  the  Tehama,  or  sea 

coast  of  Yemen,  where  they  found  journeying  as 
safe  as  in  England ;  and  were  only  annoyed  by 
the  moving  sand,  which  covered  some  parts  of 
the  tract.  They  found  Beitrel-Fakib,  a  recent 
dty,  which  had  risen  to  importance  through  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


KI£BUH&i 


fiKog  up  df  the  barboor  of  Ghalefka.   This  last 

circumstance  had  ruined  Zebid,  once  the  most 
commercial  city  in  the  Tehama.  It  was  now 
cruelly  oppressed  by  the  large  religious  establish- 
ments formed  during  its  prosperity^  and  which 
absorbed  three-fifths  of  its  reduced  income.  Hoi* 
deida  was  at  present  the  port  of  Beit-eUFakih^ 
and  had  a  tolerable  harbour.  Niebuhr  now  set 
out  on  an  excursion  to  Kahhnie  and  Hadie, 
among  the  coffee  mountains.  The  rocks  here 
were  entirely  basaltic,  and  usually  formed  into 
columns*  which  served  as  props  to  the  co&e 
trees,  and  had  often  the  appearance  of  artificial 
supports  to  the  cascades  which  dashed  from  their 
summits.  The  coffee  plantations  diffused  the 
most  delicious  perfume ;  and  some^  which  were 
artificially  wateredf  yielded  two  crops  in  the  year. 
In  the  course  of  a  subsequent  excursion  through 
another  part  of  the  mountainous  district,  he  passed 
throuijh  the  small  towns  of  Udden  and  Dsjoble, 
but  found  the  country  on  the  whole  thinly  inha- 
bited. Mr  Forskal>  the  botanist*  passed  with  the 
natives  as  searching  for  plants  to  be  employed  in 
making  gold;  while  Niebuhr^s  observatioiis  on 
the  heavens  procured  him  the  fame  of  a  magi- 
cian. 

After  these  excursions,  our  party  set  out  for 
Mokha.  They  were  first  mortified  by  being 
obliged  to  dismount  trom  their  asses,  iad  walk 
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into  tbi^  city*  They  then  addressed  theiDselves 
to  .a  meichaiifc  called  Sal^k  UvmA^  vbo|ifoved 

to  make  it  his .  business  to  prey  upon  strangers  i 
'  and  whob  not  succeeding  with  them  to  his  wislv 
did  them  all  the  injury  in  his  power.  On  going  to 
the  cu^m-hoase^  they  found  all  their  goods  open* 
ed  out,  and  very  roughly  handled*  The  strongest 
suspicion  was  excited  by  the  preserved  fishes  and 
serpents*  any  lawful  object  for  collecting  which 
appeared  beyond  all  compreheusion.  The  spirits 
in  which  they  were  kept  formed  an  article  equalljr 

profane  and  odious  ;  while  tlie  smell  issuing  from 
them*  and  spreading  through  the  house*  gave  the 
most  unfavourable  impressions.  At  length  it 
was  suggested*  that,  being  doctors*  their  object 
must  have  been  to  poison  the  Dola ;  which  apt 
pearing  highly  probable,  that  oiBcer  flew  into  the 
most  violent  rage*  caused  them  to  be  turned  cut 

of  the  house,  and  tlie  door  to  be  shut  upon  them. 
At  the  same  time  they  learned*  that  all  vtheir 
books  and  effects  had  been  thrown  from  the  win- 
dowf  of  their  .lodgings  into  the  street.  They 
wandered  about  for  a  long  time,  finding 
door  shut  upon  them  ;  but  at  length*  through  the 
fitvour  of  tlie  Cadi  and  of  an  £nglish  meicbant^ 
got  themselves  accommodation.  Being  advised 
then  to  watt  upon  the  Dola  with  a  present  of 

fifty  ducats,  they  very  unwillingly  made  up  their 
minds  to  take  the  advice*   They  found  then  all 
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his  wnith  evapoimtedt  wm  kindly  received^  Alid 

had  all  their  effects  i^tored.  They  were  even 
raised  to  favour  by  a  wound  in  the  foot  which  he 
haj^ned  to  receive,  and  for  which  he  solicited 
their  surgical  aid.  Tbi%  however*  led  to  an  tn» 
convenient  result,  as  the  cure  proved  tedious,  and, 
till  it  was  completed,  the  Dola  evaded  all  their 
solicitations  to  visit  Sana.  It  affi>rded  mudi  grati* 
fication»  therefore,  when  a  quack  came  forwardf 
and  undertook,  upon  receiving  the  sole  charge, 
to  perfect  the  cure  in  eight  d^ys.  They  then 
came  to  Tias,  a  large  city;  surfouoded  by  moun-^ 
tains,  said  to  be  the  most  productive  in  the  world 
of  plants,  of  which  Mr  Forskal  bad  only  a  tanta* 
liziog  view,  as  the  governor  of  Taas  was  in  a  hos* 
tile  position  as  to  the  ruling  Sohiechs,  apd  would 
permit  ao  one  to  visit  their  territories.  They  came 
next  to  Jerim,  a  small  town,  where  they  had  the 
misfiDrtooe  of  lomg  Mr  Fonkal.  Peering  then 
through  Damar,  Manahhel,  and  Suradje,  they  ar- 
rived at  &uia.  At  a  villa  of  the  Vizier's  without  the 
gates  they  were  desired  to  alight,  and  fully  expeeU 
ed  to  be  introduced  to  him,  but  found  it  was  only 
with  a  view  to  the  humiUating  arrangement  of 
their  walking  into  the  town,  while  their  Mussul- 
man servants  rode.   The  Imam,  however,  sent  a 

present  of  five  sheep,  and  soon  admitted  tliem  to 
a  public  audience.   He  wasibijiod  in  a  hall,  the 
VOL.  nu  V  . 
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fip})rMell*to^lHo)i  irai^  to  cr^Mled  vilb  MUlrtierty 

officers,  and  horses,  that  they  could  with  diffictil- 
ty  make  their  way.  He  waa  seated  oross^l^ged 
dil  cuftbions ;  Md  dtbilNMl  tbeiDi  by  i^eculiar  fa- 
vour»  to  kiss  both  the  back  and  palm  of  hia  baadt 
when*  all  preset  cried  Alood,    €M  prewvve  tint 

Imam/'  The  conversatioD,  as  it  could  be  car- 
ried on  OBly  by  iiileipreters»  #ai  not  very  iH(e> 
resting ;  and  they  took  their  departure  with  the 
aame  cmemomes.  On  tt^wiiag  home  they 
received  a  present  of  ninety-nine  small  coins, 
the  entire  value  of  whieh  was  78.6d»  neithw  a 
very  valuable  nor  genteel  donation ;  howevert 
they  were  willing  to  suppose  that  it  was  only  to 
obviate  the  Inconvenience  cyf  wanting^  change. 

Sana  is  not  a  very  large  city,  as  it  can  be  walk- 
ed round  in  the  apace  of  an  hour  ^  and  wilbki  ihil 
circuit  there  are  many  gardens.  The  ordinary 
houses  are  built  of  unburnt  bricks  i  but  there  are 
sinreral  ndsqaes^  and*  many  noble  palmeei>  the 
materials  of  which  are  burnt  bricks,  and  some*- 
titnea  he^n  stones.  The  neighbouiiiood  atioiinda 
^iih  gardens,  and  has  been  compared  to  Da- 
mascus, but  18  not  nearly  so  weH  watered. 

From  Sana  Niebuhr  returned  to  Mocha,  whence 
he  sailed  for  India.  The  rest  of  bis  work  ia 
spent  in  an  elaborate  deocriplion  ef  that  estenp* 
sive  part  of  Asia  which  he  was  sent  to  survey. 
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The  fncnil  and  almoti  pm^etbui  chtracMr 

of  Arabia  is  sterility.  AUhoygh  this  feature  maj" 
have  been  somewhat  exaggerated,  yek  rtony 
mountains  and  saody  plains  form  the  prominent 
ieaUiras  in  the  aorface  of  thii  vast  pMinauhu 
To  the  itortby  it  shoots  out  into  a  very  ^xteiN 
aive  desert,  the  character  of  which  ia  entirely 
AralNMi,  and  whidi  reoiaina  ioteqMiad  between 
Syria  and  the  countries  on  the  £iq>brates«  TiiQ 
whole  Goesi  of  Arabim  £rom  Stiei  to  fhe  htel 
of  the  Persian  Gulf,  is  formed  of  a  plain  called 
the  Tehaase,  which  piecsenta  a  pietufe  of  the  asort 

template  desolation.  The  interior  is  diversified 
by  extensive  ranges  m^Mintains,  the  declivities 
ef  which  are  covered  with  tkeeaind  ihruba;  while 
the  intervening  valley?,  beiag.  watered  by  cepioua 
sfspeain%  ere  capable  of  advnalBgeone  cnltur^  In 


« 

mi 

AndM  be  md^  yet  a  gieatet  degml  of  indttaltjr 

is  displayed  than  by  most  of  their  neighbours* 
In  aaany  parts  of  Yemea  the  fiekls  are  cultivated 
Kke  gardens.  The  supply  of  waier  is  inauficient 
for  rice,  so  that  barley^  millet,  and  dhourra,  are 
the  grefna  chiefly  raiaed.  The  Arabian  hilla  ale 
distinguished  by  some  fragrant  plants ;  the  cofieei 
the  bdea  ef  Mecca»  and  tba  tree  beanng  incenae^ 

though  this  last  is  produced  of  much  superior 
quality  in  the  opposite  coast  of  Africa.  The  cofr 
fee  of  Yemen,  so  eagerly  sought  for  over  the 
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whole  globei  is  deipisad  in  its  native  spot.  An 

infusion  of  its  husks  is  the  only  ibrm  in  which  it 
is  valued. . 

The  pastoral  life  is  the  prevailing  one  in  Ara- 
bia ;  and  its  pride,  as  to  production,  consists  in 
its  animals.   The  horse^  the  camel,  and  the  ass, 
seem  to  be  here  in  tlieir  native  place,  and  are  in 
greater  perfisction  than  in  any  other  oodntry* 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  care  taken  in  training, 
and  particulnrly  in  breeding  their  horses.  Their 
j)Gdigree  is  counted  as  carefully  as  that  of  their 
mastecsi  being  oilea  traced  as  far  back  as  2000 
years.   Nor  is  this  so  liable  as  might  be  supposed 
to  deception,  being  authenticated  by  written  do- 
cuments; and  though  the  Arabs  are  generally 
addicted  to  perjury,  yet  this  is  a  subject  of  such 
awful  importance!  that  upon  it  they  have  scarody 
ever  been  known  to  prevaricate.  A  horse  of  high 
birth  will  sell  from  800  to  1000  crowns.  SwifU 
ness  and  lightness  are  the  characteristics  of  the 
Arabian  steed,  while  the  Turks  prefer  those  of 
greater  strength  and  bulk.    The  camel  is  too 
well  known  to  require  description.    The  ass  of 
Arabia  is  a  veiy  superior  animal  to  that  despised 
race  which  we  are  accustomed  to  view.    It  is 
large,  handsome,  and  spirited.    Niebuhr  even 
considers  it  better  fitted  for  travelling  than  the 
horse. 
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Arabift  supporU  a  race  oi  men  entirely  charac^ 

teristic  of  itself,  an4  different  frotn  those  who  in- 
haUt  all  the  other  countries  of  Asia,  The^ 
peculiarities  are  best  seen  among  the  Bedouins, 
who  inhabit  the  heart  of  the  desert,  and  hold  little 
eomnranication 'with  any  other  people.  They 
live  in  the  most  simple  manner  in  tents  coiaposed 
of  coarse  stuffi»  and  which  have  the  aspect  of  tat> 
tered  huts,  with  an  apartment  in  front  for  the 
ineot  and  one  behind  for  the  females.  Almost 
the  only  furniture  consists  of  the  caipet  or  mat 
upon  which  they  sit«  Their  food  is  composed  of 
dates,  millet,  and  dhoorra,  with  the  milk  of  their 
camels^  and  from  taste  or  necessity  they  are 
temperate  in  the  extreme.  The  Schiecbs,  or 
chiefs  of  the  Arabians,  are  distinguished  by  a 
pride  of  birth  elsewhere  unknown  in  the  £asU 
and  resembling  what  was  felt  in  Europe  during  the 
highest  pride  of  the  feudal  sges.  They  have  r^;u- 
lar  tables  of  genealogy,  extending  backwards  for 
many  centttries^  and  tracing  their  origin  either 
to  Bfahomet,  or  to  some  earlier  Arabian  chiefs. 
Their  nobility  is  the  more  valued,  as  it  rests  upon 
birth  alooe^  and  cannot  be  conferred  by  the  fiat 

of  any  prince.  Niebuhr  compares  them  to  the 
heads  of  dans  in  the  Scotch  Highlands.  Bedou^ 
in  honour  is  still  more  ddicate  than  that  of  an 
European  noble.  If  one  says  seriously  to  anQ«- 
tberp    Thy  bonnet  is  dirtyi'^  or   The  wrong  side 
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of  thy  tinman  is  out,''  nothing  tm  MMd  can 

wash  away  the  reproach.  The  right  of  private 
veogeance  is  fully  recognized ;  and  is  prosecoted 
not  only  against  the  offender,  but  against  all  Ws 
family.  There  is  indeed  a  price  fixed  for  blood ; 
but  to  accept  tbfe  h  toiMdered  much  less  hofitar* 
Me  tlidf]  to  demand  blood  for  blood ;  and  a  fk- 
inUy  feud  is  thus  often  ttattsmitted  tbrongh 
ral  generations. 

The  female  sex  in  Arabia  enjoy  greater  free- 
dom thart  in  other  Mahometan  countries.  The 
precept  allowing  polygamy  remains  a  dead  letter 
bodi  ^ik  th^  lower  and  middtitig  dasftes,  Msd 
even  some  of  the  most  opulent  consid^  oae 
trife  aa  quite  anfficiettt.  Neither  is  it  true  that 
the  father  sells  hrs  daughter,  and  the  husband  his 
^wlfe ;  or  that  the  ifeat  are  generally  slaves.  The 

jealous  guardianship  of  eunuchs  is  unknown ;  and 
the  Arab  women  have  repeatedly  shewn  Iton- 
srives  to  tmveHers,  unveiled,  wMhout  Uny  disphis. 
aure  on  the  part  of  their  husbands. 

The  vast  expaiise  of  Arabia  is  generally  divided 
among  a  number  of  independent  tribes,  or  dans, 
itech  governed  in  an  aristocratic  Inatato  by  its 
own  Schiech.  Confederacies  are  often  formed 
ismong  these  for  mutual  defence ;  but  there  seems 
io  be  no  instanee  of  what  can  properly  be  called 
^  republican  form.  There  are  tliree  districts 
however  i  those  of  Mecca  and  its  dependeaciesb 
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lation  gives  occasion  to  form  piretty  krge  priiici* 

palittM.  ThiGwti9  railed  fiiMMbib^ 

somewhat  utsettled  and  irregular  footing;  the 
fiiit  by  iiberMeSy  and  the  t«o  Jaet  by  Imsms.  lbs 
lite  rife  of  the  HUMriu  of  wbidi  mm 

ptrticiilar  notice  win  preaeotly  be  takeOt  baa 
wmted  the  whok  iaHrior  of  lAnbio  imdor  ooo 
religious  and  military  liead»  though  it  bas  pco- 
hAlf  kfk  mmkmdam diviaiaoiato  Om^  m4 
Ibe  intenodJ  admiiiiatcatiojB* 

■ 

In  ilie  emrat  of.  Lord  VAUMTufs  risk  to  iho 

Red  SieA  ia  USQif,  he  spent  some  time  at  Modha. 
T^fmrnuMommbBt  decUtie^  itboi^h  itotitt 
continued  to  l|e^  gt^M,  mart  for  coiSi^  Thafi 
trails  fritUa  a  jreai^  imd  lakoa  a  biew 
dir^ion,  in  consequence  of  the  interference  ♦of 
Aiwiiiifran  isadara.  iortead  of  beiog  ^carried 
tha  Bad  Sea>  and  dKMabatad  (bjrtlia  way  of  Meg^ 
aadciai  it  was  now  takaa  ofl'  by  them  iwmi  carried 
niiuid%  (the  maikMlie  tdale  of  ibe  CapOi  Tbisir 
cooipetition  had  raised  the  price  from  tbirty-sii: 
or  ftfltjr  to  fi&y<doUara.  Jbe  India  Comftmf^  bjr 
this  meaAs,  was  entirely  driven  out  of  the  maobet^ 
a^  tba^  could  not  imfcat  .a^ale  of  hqSqi^  nmdeg: 
I^lSk  ivfaBe  the  Ameriaant  Imoagbt  k  to  fiauofie 

BlJf,7'    The  entire  quantity  e^q^ojTted  is^stimatr 
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cense,  brought  from  the  opposite  coast  of  Ber- 
bera ;  but  Aobeo  absorbt  the  greater  part  of  tbie 
trade.  The  present  population  of  Moeha  is  not 
estimated  at  more  than  5000.  The  bordering 
plam  of  the  Tehama  k  aa  barren  and  dreary  as 
it  18  possible  to  conceive.  The  researches  of  Mr 
Friogle  tended  to  confirm  the  belief  of  its  having 
formerly  been  the  bed  of  the  sea,  as,  on  dig- 
ging to  a  little  depth,  the  strata  weie  found 
tirely  composed  of  marine  productions.  The 
power  of  the  Imam  was  then  visibly  on  the  de- 
diu^f  as  the  Sheriffb  of  Abon-arish,  who  ww  at- 
tached to  the  new  sect  of  the  Wahabi,  had  ob* 
taaned  possession  of  Loheta,  and  was  endeavoor* 
ing  to  make  it  a  seat  of  the  coffee  trade. 

The  Wahabi  were  found  by  Lord  Valentta 
masters  of  almost  all  Arabia.  This  sect  origi- 
nated about  forty  years  before,  and  is  mentaooed 
by  Niebubr ;  but  since  that  time  has  been  con- 
tinually gaining  new  strength.  It  may  be  con- 
sidered as  a  reform  in  the  Mussulman  fidth.  It 
recognizes  the  unity  of  the  Deity,  and  the  ge- 
nuineness of  the  Koran,  but  rqects  all  the  tradi- 
tions  and  all  the  worriiip  paid  to  the  successors 
of  Mahommed*  Its  military  chief,  Ibn^  Saoud, 
has  been  the  great  instrument  in  its  propagation. 
The  most  memorable  era  was  in  the  S7th  April 
1803,  when  Saoud  entered  Mecca,  and  destroyed^ 
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eighty  sjdciidid  tombs,  ereeted  in  honour  c(  the 
descendants  of  Mahommed.  In  180^  they  took 
Medina  $  and  the  two  holy  cities  have  ever  since 
continued  in  possession  of  the  Wahabis.  They 
do  not»  howrer,  diseouiage  pQgrimage,  anlesa 

by  prohibiting  the  approach  of  any  armed  body, 
and  the  use  of  certain  rites  which  they  regard  aa 
superatitioQs.  They  tei%  now  masters  of  all  the 
interior  of  Arabia,  and  of  part  of  the  sea  coast; 
and  are  supposed  aUe  to  muster  an  arm^of 
1£0,000  men.  Although  these  are  inferior  in 
discipltne  even  to  the  Turkish  troops,  yet,  in  the 
present  distracted  state  of  that  empire,  they  can- 
not fail  to  be  very  formidable  enemies  to  it« 

Dr  SiST2£N  having  assumed  the  real  or  ieigned 
ehtfmctar  of  a  Mahometan,  oonceived  himself  in 
a  condition  to  undertake  a  tour  into  the  interior 
of  Arabia.  He  took  a  passage  in  a  vessel  at  Suez^ 

where  there  were  a  number  of  other  pilgrims 
destined  for  Mecca.  Hefore  reaching  Jidda» 
they  came  in  view  cf  a  village  called  Rabog, 
when  the  ceremony  took  place  of  putting  on  the 
ekkram.  This  is  the  pilgrim's  dress,  consisting 
of  two  large  white  cloths,  wrapped  one  round  the 
middle^  and  the  other  over  the  shoulders;  pre- 
vious to  which,  they  shave  the  head,  and  wash 
the  whole  body  with  sea-water.  Thus  translbrm- 
ed  into  pilgrims^  they  begin  to  cry  aloud  LMaih 
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allahotemme  Lubbaikj  an  ancient  form  of  prayer, 
which  Dr  Seetzen  suspects  of  being  appropriated 
to  Bacchus.  Arrived  at  Jidda,  he  placed  him- 
self under  the  protection  of  a  Moorish  merchant, 
and  found  the  road  to  Mecca  perfectly  safe. 
After  having  passed  the  plain  of  the  Tehama,  the 
rest  of  this  way  led  among  mountains  chiefly  com- 
posed of  granite.  On  arriving  at  Mecca,  he  hired 
a  mottaoiif  or  guide,  who  soon  conducted  him  to 
the  holy  temple.  He  found  it  composing  a  most 
majestic  square,  300  feet  by  200,  and  surrounded 
with  a  triple  or  quadruple  row  of  columns.  The 
houses  of  the  town  rose  above  it,  and  the  sur- 
rounding mountains  high  above  them,  so  that  he 
felt  as  in  the  arena  of  a  magnificent  theatre.  He 
went  through  the  ceremonies  very  quietly  at  that 
time,  but  some  time  after  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  Kaaba  encircled  by  more  than  a  thou- 
sand pilgrims,  Arabs  from  every  province.  Moors, 
Persians,  Afghans,  and  natives  of  all  countries  of 
the  East.  In  their  enthusiastic  zeal  to  kiss  the 
black  stone,  they  rushed  pell-mell  in  confused 
crowds,  so  that  our  author  was  very  apprehen- 
sive that  some  of  them  must  have  been  suffocat- 
ed. This  religious  tumult,  with  the  multitude 
and  various  aspect  of  the  groupes,  presented  the 
most  extraordinary  spectacle  he  ever  beheld. 

From  Mecca  Dr  Seetzen  proceeded  to  Medina, 
which  he  found  surrounded  by  a  wall  and  g9verned 
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by  a  Walnbite  fifoir.   Tb»  eMntiy  Tdimd  im  ra- 

ttrely  composed  of  a  porqjis  lava,  whence  he  infer* 
red  that  it  must  have  been  formerly  exposed  to 
the  action  of  volcanic  fires.  He  does  not  des- 
cribe the  sacred  mosque  in  saeh  gfaming  tenni 
as  Barthemi ;  tiiough  be  says  it  is  a  considerable 
editicei  vith  many  pillars  ef  marble,  jaspeiv  end 
porphyry,  aderned  in  difireat  places  with  ietteie 
of  gold.  The  Wahebk  dp  not  Admit  piigmni^ 
oirittsi  to  Mecca-;  Dr  Seetzen  wn  thectfore  ar^ 
raigned  before  the  Emir,  who,  however,  on  learn- 
■g  that  h*  «at  a  Fnnk.  diuHNed  him  withoui 

further  question. 

On  returning  to  Jidda,  Dr  Seetzen  sailed  down 
thv  Rnd  fca.  Avoidiog  Oonfiidab,  which  was 
become  a  resort  of  Wahabi  pirates,  be  touched  at 
MaMiab,  and  sailed  thooe  to  Hodeida.  H# 
ibtmd  all  the  ports  of  Yemen  subjected  by  the 
Sberiffef  AboikAHsb»  tteepi  Mocha,  wliiNewdia 

are  considered  impregnable  by  an  Arab  array. 
Tnwelling,  however,  was  etiil  as  secure  in  Yemen 
as  in  the  streeta  of  London.  Ha  penetrated 
without  difficulty  to&ma,  which  he  calls  Szana* 
He  tliought  it  the  pwHtiest  city  in  the  £ast.  Its 
houses  are  high,  and  built  of  stone  i  and  if  tba 
sireein  wore  bettor  cleaned  and  kept,  it  nighi 

rank  with  some  of  tlie  best  cities  in  Europe.  An 
ancient  Arabic  author  calls  it  Asel,  whence  he 
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suspects  it  to  be  the  city  meotiooed  under  that 
mine  in  the  scored  Scr^tnres. 

Badhia»  a  Spanish  traveller,  has  pubUshedv 

under  the  fictitious  name  of  Ali  Bey,  the  oarrso 
tive  of  a  journey  to  Mecca,  the  general  oorred- 

ness  of  which  is  confirmed  bv  Burckhardt.  He 
set  sail  from  iiuez,  and  gives  a  most  formidable 
description  of  the  dangers  of  navigating  down  the 
Red  Sea.  There  are  continual  rocks  either  above 
or  under  water,  so  that  four  men  watch  constantly 
at  the  helm  to  give  the  alarm ;  and  if  their  call 
be  either  omitted  or  mistaken,  the  ship  is  dashed 
to  pieces.  We  know  not  whether  our  author's 
jfears  did  not  a  little  overrate  the  peril.  Being  over* 
taken  one  night  by  a  storm,  when  die  Captam 
declaring  himself  unable  to  guide  the  vessel*  and 
bunt  into  tears,  Badhia  hurried  with  a  few  of  the 
passengers  into  a  boat,  and  by  gigantic  exertions 
leached  the  land.    Being  thrown,  bowevert  on 

an  island  of  sand,  where  there  was  neither  food 
nor  habitation,  he  was  in  deep  perplexity,  till  the 
weather  clearing  up,  the  ship  was  seen  lying  oat 
at  sea  in  perfect  safety ,  and  he  had  only  to  re» 
turn  to  it  after  this  periloua  attetept  at  eseape. 
The  port  of  Jidda  was  found  flourishing,  contain- 
ing  5000  inhabttents.  Under  the  disguise  of  a 
pilgrim,  he  made  his  way  to  Mecca,  at  a  period 
distinguished  by  the  arrival  of  a  part  of  the  Wa* 
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habi  army  to  pay  their  davotioDs  at  the  holy 

shrine.  They  amounted  to  5  or  COOO,  were  naked 
except  a  bit  of  cloth  round  the  iniddle»  bore 
matchlocks  oil  their  sbouldm,  and  large  kDivet 
in  their  girdle,  but  had  neither  flags  ^or  Anm^ 
The  tomultaary  nnhing  of  this  crowd  of  militant 
devotees  to  kiss  the  black  stone,  presented  a  spec- 
tacle of  still  wilder  confusion  than  that  witnessed 

by  Seetzen.  They  endeavoured  also  to  procure 
an  effusion  of  the  holy  water  of  Zemsen ;  but  the 
msh  was  so  terriblci  that  in  a  few  minutes  the 
ropesy  puUies  and  buckets,  were  all  destroyed* 
The  next  observance  was  the  pilgrimage  to  Mount 
Arafat,  which  presented  a  singular  scene  at  the 
hour  of  sunset*  the  signsl  for  the  whole  body  to 
return  towards  Mecca.  Yet  notwithstanding  the 
immense  and  confused  crowd,  no  disorder  was 
committed,  and  though  the  Wahabis  were  all 
armed,  only  one  shot  was  discharged  by  accident. 

Mecca  is  described  by  Badhia  to  have  suftred 
deeply  from  the  diminution  of  pilgrimage,  which 
has  ensued,  partly  from  the  general  decay  of  Mus- 
sulman zeal,  partly  from  the  dread  of  the  arms  of 
the  Wahabi.  The  greater  part  of  its  houses  are 
unoccupied,  and  instead  of  100,000  inhabitants,  it 
is  not  now  supposed  to  contain  above  16  or 
18,000.  Mecca  makes  a  handsomer  appearanee 
than  most  eastern  cities.  Its  buildings  follow 
the  windings  of  the  narrow  valley  in  which  it  is 


Digitized  by  Google 


f06 


aitutted ;  bat  they  are  ranged  in  regohc  oider^ 
ini  the  itrects  Aie  nodtfcit  tavcl^  mi  txinrmakaL 
The  houses  are  very  neat,  built  rather  in  the  Per* 
iiaa  and  Indian  tfaom  Tariftsfa  styles  iritb  itoa^ 

and  usually  three  or  four  stories  high  ;  they  are 
eztevnally  adomad  mkk  paialwigs  aad  oMiUiagi^ 
and  have  largfar  and  mote  e^ea  wmdo^y  dnui  h 
tiiual  in  the  East.  The  inhnhitaate  ate  careful 
to  preaerva  tHk  handaooie  eiitaratd  appeuritaa^ 
as  they  derive  their  subsistoice  very  much  from 
letting  ^portmeots  to  pUgAnA.  The  waoieB  aaa 

not  so  rigidly  confined  as  m  usual  in  Mahometan 
lowns^  and  are  supposed  not  to  be  ailogatli»iii» 
aeee^Ue  to  amoroua  devoCeaa^  Froinf  every  p&i 
grim  who  is  supposed  at  aU  opulent^  the  servants 
of  the  leaiple  conttite  to  estort  froaa  wmmty  to 
eighty  pounds* 

Badfaia  made  an  aitlempt  Aa  to  pteetcala  to 

Medina^  but  was  stopped  by  one  of  the  Wahabi 
chiefs; 
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CHAPTER  L 
comrtBiss  nnwMBm  ivoia  a»  cmnA. 

P^gu* — Cmot  FrederieL — Goiparo  BaM, — SymeM^Siam* 

Misiwiis Jrom  France* — Cochin-  China*-— Borri, — Barrow, 

Tas  r^oQ  on  the  easft  of  India,  reaching  to 
China  and  the  Eastern  Ocean,  is  occupied  by  a 
Bumber  of  extensive  kingdoms,  and  includes  a 
popuktioA  of  perhaps  from  fifty  to  mxty  miDtons; 
Though  thus  fertile  and  populous,  however,  these 
catMAei  do  not  yield  any  product  so  valuable 
and  peculiar,  or  any  manufacture  carried  on  to 
such  high  perfection,  Us  to  become  a  leading  ob- 
ject  of  European  commerce.  They  do  not  even 
present  any  very  prominent  or  striking  forms  of 
aecial  er  poifCfeal  existence.  For  these  reasons 
they  have  not  attracted  the  notice  of  European 
tfovdlefs  fa  a  A^^reo  equal  to  the  place  which 
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they  occupy  on  the  globe.  Although,  however, 
the  basis  of  their  institutions  be  Hindoo  and 
Chinese,  and  though  they  nowhere  exhibit  any 
forms  of  civil  libertjt  their  population  yet  exhi* 
bits  a  more  energetic,  active,  and  improving  cha« 
racter,  than  that  of  the  great  empires  upon  which 
they  border  $  and  their  social  state  therefore  pre- 
sents various  peculiarities  v^bicb  are  worthy  of 
observation. 

During  the  sixteenth  century  Vega  appears 

to  have  been  the  most  powerful  and  formidable 
of  these  states,  and,  by  its  wealth  and  splendour, 
attracted  the  greatest  notice.  Soon  after  the  For* 
tuguese  had  established  themselves  at  Malacca, 
Ahtonio  CottBSA,  a  distinguished  naval  officer, 
was  despatched  with  the  view  of  opening  a  friend* 
ly  communication  with  the  court  of  Pegu.  He  na- 

vigated  with  considerable  difficulty  in  consequence 
of  the  violence  of  the  tides  upon  this  coast,  but 
at  length  entered  the  river  of  Pegu,  and  reached 
the  capital  He  found  a  country  composed  en* 
ttrely  of  rivers,  islands,  and  inundated  plains, 
which  were  possessed  thus  of  luxuriant  fertility. 
The  Portuguese  were  well  received,  and  obtained 
permission  to  establish  a  factory,  but  it  was  soon 
rendered  fruitless  by  political  i^ss^ters.  The 
king  of  the  Brammas  (Birmans)  made  war  upon 
Pegu,  conquered  the  whole  country,  and  carried 
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his  arnif  to  the  gates  of  Siam.  Ferteii  de  Mo- 
xaesb  the  Portuguese  resideut  at  Pegu»  was  lulled 
in  tlie  sack  of  the  dtp 

' .  About  the  middle  of  the  ceotujyi  P^u  ajgaia 
anertpditsmdependfiieeaodgreatiMai.  rlillAOB 
i<  was  viaited  by  Ci^ar  Frederick,  when  it  cposisfi- 
cd  of  two  citieii  the  did  md  tiie  siew;  tiie  one  daa- 
tined  for  the  merchants,  the  other  for  the  court. 
The  bouses  were  **  made  with  caaefl^  and  covec> 
ed  with  ImviBB  or  with  itratw  i^'  but  to  liTdid  the 
danger  of  fire  incident  to  "  houses  made  of  such 
stoffist"  a*  large  brick  bitihliog  had  been  effected 
fiir  containing  the  merchandise^  In  the  new 
town  the  streets  w^  the  ftitest  he  bad  m0D$ 
being  so  broadf  that  twelve  men  could  ride  a- 
breast^  and  so  straight^  that  you  could,  see  £rom 
one  gate  to  anothen.  The  king's  palace  recent* 
bled  a  walled  castle,  gilded  all  over*  aod  rising 
into  lofty  piDnacleSft  Truly  it  may  be  m  king^i 
**  house/*  This  monarch  calls  himself  the  king 
of  the  while  etepbants,  and  prizes  those  ammala 
so  highly,  that  if  he  knew  one  to  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  neighbouring  sovereign^  he  will  make 
ina  in  oider  to  obtaikt  it  He  had  only  finir, 
which  were  kept  in  the  greatest  state,  having 
their  meat  served  io  gold  and  silver  disbe«»  and 
their  feet  washed  in  silver  basins.  There  was 
also  a  black  elephant^  iUostrioua-for  its  iiiag9^ 
tQde^  being  nine  cubits  high«  He  rtlitna  tbn 

VOU  IIU  Q 
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iMde  of  takiag  theie  nimdiy  wUeh  eeems  to  be 

the  same  now  practised  ia  Ceyloiu  It  is  added, 
there  is  not  a  beast  so  intellective  as  these  eb- 
phants  ;  he  lacketh  nothing  but  human  speech.** 
(The  king  has  ibur  thousand  war  elephants^  who^ 
-baving  woodisfi  castles  on  their  backs,  prove  the 
meet  formidable  part  of  .  his  army.   The'  battle 


1 

• 

their  weapons  "  very  naught  and  weake,*'  the 
^ords-  being  like  long  kmves  without  points. 
The  infinite  number  of  his  troops  compensates  for 
mny  deficiency  in  their  equipments.      There  is 

not  a  king  on  the  earth' that  hath  more  powte* 

and  strength  than  this  King  of  Pegu.'"  He 
-baa  twentjMriz.cmwmd  kings  as  Tassala,  and  can 
'levy  an  army  of  a  million  and  a  half.  This  num- 
*ber«  even  including  mil  the  camp  feUowera,  is 
doubtless  exaggerated ;  but  he  assures  us»  that 
the  difficulty  of  finding  subsistence^  apparently 
rto  formidable,  will  not  weigh  much  with  bim 

tlMt  knoweth  the  nature  of  this  country  and 
^pec^le.**  They  will  eaft  serpent^  jskij^ttttSt 
herbs,  grass,  and  every  kind  of  refuse,  **  all  serv- 

eth  for  their  mouthes  ^"  and  they  requue  only 
•  few  moilthfttls  of  rice  to  served  iiliUMMHif 
•^comfits.*'  ' 

The  commodities  chiefly  suited  to  the  marinft 
of  P^u,  were  piece  goods  from  the  coast  of  Co- 
^iMoaade^  p^per  and  olfaw^^ces  from  the 
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the  port  of  Casmiiiy  ivimice  tkey  proceed  up  to 

**  not  s  wrong  entrie,  or  think  to  sted  customed' 

and  the  utmost  rigour  exercised  against  those  who 
ittempt  evasion,  ^^nother  daager  attends 
diem  itfhen  customein^tlie'^kM  Jbdl  of  tiijt 
king.'*  Then  a  number  oi  geaiiemen  areia 
stteDdantet  with  their:  iBlam%>  vwtonntii^  regi^ 
krly  employ  in  pilfering  whatever  they  can  lay 
helda^  without  the  lea^t  ebaHie  at  tei^|dBtei^ 
ed»  ^  wlMber  it  be  cloth,  in  s^ei^g  of  it,  ot 
«<  wy  other  thing,  they  iaugb  at  iU''  The  mer^ 
chflOtB  muit  tberefiire  ect  in  conoect,  attd  wetcb 
each  other's  goods*  In  trafficking  for  jewels^' 
hewewr;  the  moBt  preciotis  md  delicate  coinma-^ 

dity  here  exposed  to  sale,  they  are  said  to 
hiekily  secure  &oiq  impositicos  eron  though  tbeff 
do  not  imderstand  the  artide.  Thlitfadeis-n 
the  hands  of  three  or  four  great  brokers,  who 
have  always  great  care  that  they  aflbord  good 
peniworths,  especially  to  those  that  have  no 
¥  knowledge*''  Bf  way  of  accooating  fo^  thii 

miraculous  integrity,  he  states,  that  every  pur« 
chaser  of  jewels  is  ailawed  two  or  three  days  ta 
^  hiol»  on  and  peruse  tbeei/'  when  if  net  satisfied^ 
he  any  annul  the  bai^gain,  which  is  consideied 
ao  gmit  a  djignwe,  that  the  bcokeis  are  a^tiona 
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'  %  iaU  flieam  to  aYjiwd  iiibaroB0'it#  He  aoticas 
abo  the  silent  mode  of  ba^aioisg  inimtiDned  by 
Tavernier,  eifected  whila  tfae  hands  are  covered 
Witbia.cksfth^  -by  tdnbUng  of  finyra  Mid  nipping 
^*  of  joints.  For  every  joint  and  every  finger 
f«.liatih  Ua  iigmficitkiL'' 

' '  Our  traveller  was  dazzled  by  the  splendour  of 
the  pagodaa  of  Pegu^  covered  in  parti  aomo* 
times  entirely,  witb  gold  leaf*  whicb  muKt  be  re- 
newed every  ten  yqarsii  It  is  remarked,  however^ 
that  "  by  this  meanft  they  make  gold  deafer  in 
i*  Pegu  than  it  would  be,  if  they  consumed  not  so 
»  flinch  in  tim  vankie.*'  •  He  obeerved  serend  of 

these  gigantic  images  which  are  characteristic  of 

the  worshipers  of  Boodb.  He  saw  a  man.of 
gold  very  great.  With  a  crawne^  and.  fdnr  little 
children  of  goid/'  Tliere  was  also  **  a  man  of 
^  bilvery^  who  surpassed  ta  height  the  roof  of  any 
bouse,  and  whose  feet  were  as  long  as  our  tra- 
YnUer'i  whole  body^  There  veie  beiidea  other 
^  heathenish  idols  of  a  very  great  valuOb'' 

■ 

«  Gasparo  Balbi,  who  visited  Pegu  in  15Sd, 
Ibund  it  in  nearly  the  same  condition.  He  had 
an  interview  with  the  King,  for  the  purpoae  of 

delivering  a  present  of  emeralds*  His  majesty  . 
heguk  inqairing  about  the  King  of  Venice  i  and 

being  told  there  was  no  king,  and  that  it  was  a 

iqwUic,  he  burst  into  a  fit  of  lai^gbter  ao  anno* 
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^eak.  Being  engaged  in  a  x^uarrei  witi:i  bis  uncle 
the  King  of  Ava»  who  was  sopposed  to  titn  at  4^ 
throning  him,  and  suspecting  his  nobles  to  be  in 
tbtf  interest  of  bis  adversary,  he  collected- them 
all,  with  their  wives  and  children,  to  the  number 
of  ipor  thousand,  and  causing  them  to  be  placed 
on  an  eminent  and  spaeioos  scaflbld,** '  ordered 
his  pfiicers  to  set  fire  to  it.  Our  author  was  pre- 
sent,  and  saw  it  with  great  compassion,  and 
M  grief,  that  little  children,  without  any  fault, 
should  suflbr  such  martyrdom/'  The  King 
then  set  out  with  a  great  force  to  attack  his  rival, 
whom  be  defeated  with  immense  slaughter,  aB4 
killed  in  single  combet* 

DcmiTO  tbe  two  following  oentusies  these  ooath 

tries  attracted  little  attention,  till  circumstances 
occurred  which  brought  them  again  into  view. 
The  Birroans,  after  being  a  considerable  time 
subject  to  P^^»  rallying  under  the  auspices  of 
'Alompfa,  not  only  reasserted  their  own  indepen« 
dence,  but  conquered  that  country,  to  which  they 
added  the  ftrtile  region  of  Arracan,  bordering  cm 
the  Bay  of  Bengal.  Some  Arracan  pirates,  who 
had  become  obnoxious  to  the  Krman  laws,  bav«> 
ing  sought  refuge  in  the  Britisb  territories,  a 
£irmaa  force,  despatched  to  seize  them,  entered 
the  eastern  frontier  of  Bengal.  Vm  enoteedii. 
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meiit  appearing  to  call  ibc  iiQticei  aBrilidifiiroa 

was  immediately  marched  to  the  same  point*  A 
lepresentatioa  being  then  made  to  the  Bkmaa 
commandeir,  he  atated  the  above  as  the  only  cawia 
of  his  having  passed  the  frontier.  To  this  it  was 
replied^  that  the  odendeiB  would  be  aought  out 
and  delivered  up,  but  that  he  must  retire  within 
the  lifliits  of  hia  own  country.  Ue  acqatesced« 
and  the  British  government  acting  faithfully  its 
party  the  culprits  were  delivered  up»  and  sufiered 
oondign  punkhment.  The  Btraaaa  empire  being 
thua  brought  into  notice.  Sir  John  ^hore,  the 
govemor^lo^enara],  ooneeived.  that  a  oominefciai 
intercourse  with  it  might  at  once  afford  an  open- 
ing for  British  commodities,  and  a  supply  of  teak 
timber,  the  lvalue  of  which  for  ship  building 
began  tp  be  appreciated.  A  mission  was  there- 
ftre  dcapildied,  composed  of  Major  Symes,  Dr 
Francis  Buchanan,  and  Mr  Wood,  who  set  sail 
fiom  Calcutta,  and  landed  at  Bangoon. 

Rangoon  was  found  by  the  embassy  a  consider* 
able  town,  containing  ^000  houses,  and  prabahiy 
about  S0,000  inhabitants.  It  is  a  sort  of  genend 
aaylum  ibr  insolvent  debtors,  who  all  find  here 
employment,  pratectieii,  and  some  petty  trader 
that  will  afford  them  a  subsistence.  In  the  efforts 
wbieh  the  gomnnitfit  was  mdring  to  re-eatabiiak 

it  after  the  desolation  occasioned  by  civil  wars, 

the  aecvices.4^  intelligent  foreignen»  even  of  the 
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important  offices  about  the  port  were  lield  by 
Bilm  £Hieto»  a  very  iotelligciit  AroMun,  and 
Jaunsee,  a  Portuguese.  The  increasing  trade 
and  population  of  the  town  had  extended  it  coo* 
mderMy  bejmid  tbe  liintta  originally  faed  by 
Alompra.  The  streets  are  narrow,  and  annoyed 
tritb  herds  of  swnie»  and  aset  of  noisy  litlie  dogs ; 
but  they  are  clean,  and  well  paved.  The  houses 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  ate  within  a  fortified 
space)  the  defences  of  whicb^  however,  are  in  a 
vary  poor  condition* 

frwa  Rangoon  the  embamy  proceeded  by 
water  to  Pegu,  through  a  country  bearing  mar^ 
of  litmner  culture  and  pc^olatioot  but  ahnoatre' 

duced  to  a  desert  by  the  wars  of  which  it  bad 
been  the  4heatie«  This  capital^  which  the  eeriy 
travellers  saw  in  all  its  glory,  had  subsequently 
been  plunged  into  a  state  of  ruin,  from  whidi  it 
was  jnat  beginning  to  emerge.  The  reigning  so* 
vereign,  impelled^  as  Dr  Buchanan  understood,  by 
a  superstitious  imptession  from  a  drean,  hot  Major 

Symes  thinks  by  a  wish  to  conciliate  his  Pegu  sub- 
jects, had  determined  to  restore  their  ancimtseat 
of  emfrire^  A  very  elegant  pkm  of  a  town  had  tberet 
fote  been  formed,  co\  ering  about  half  the  former 
sitei  bot  it  WM  diffioiil(  to  find  infaabitHitB»  as  the 
princes  and  chieis  who  had  composed  the  former 

qplendoiir  ^  V9ga  were  either  eai;lhipt  or  dMpenk 
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ed,  and  tbe.mercb&Dts  were  unwilling  to  removct 
fiom  the  mofe  coDTeiiient  sttmtieo  of  BangoMy 

Pegu,  however,  still  retained  its  brightest  orna? 
■Mnt,  the  temple  of  ShoeiiUMioq^  qr  tbe.<yotde» 
Supreme,  which  the  piety  of  Alompra  bad  spared 
when  be  razed  every  other  edifice  tQ  the  groiuuL 
It  is  imised  upon  two  temees,  om  side  of  the  ex* 
terior  one  being  1391  feet  in  length.  Tbe  body 
of  the  edifice  is  of  e  pymnidel  fionOt  very  rapidly 

diminishipg  in  breadth  as  it  ascends  ^  at  the  top 

is  jko  oroemeoted  ^ire»  serosowted     a  tee  o^ 

umbrella  fifty-six  feet  high.  The  whole  structure 
has  imich  the  appearance  of  a  large  speaking 
trumpet  The  omaaoents  are  ltght»  showyt  and 
flutteuBg,  but  without  (liat  dignity  and  true 
<aalia  which  characteriaea  clasaic  arehitectQie. 

The  height  from  the  ground  is  56l  feet ;  and  the 
whole  is  entirely  SQlidy  without  auy  sort  of  aper? 
tnce  or  ncasratidii.  The  umbreUa  is  gilded, 
and  the  King  held  out  ^ome  icj^a  of  gil4iQg  the 
whole  of  the  spire* 

*  The  embassy  were  well  received  both  by  the 
May woon  or  viceroy,  and  by  the  iahabitanla  in 

general.  The  latter  shewed  an  e:jtreme  but 
courteous  and  peaceal^e  curiosity.  The  higher 
dasMS  eame  to  vtsil  them  with  vtij  little  cere- 
mony, sometimes  asking  permission  at  the  door» 
and  somitiihes  not*  They  oserely  enlevad  the 
iHxter  bally  however,  and  seated,  themselves  on  the 
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floor  with  theirllflgt  mveitol,  itilhout  atttmptiog 

to  penetrate  into  the  inner  apartments,  or  touch- 

.  lAg  aqjf  thiBg  y  and  when  asked  to  dopart|  cbtter« 
fidly  aoquieso^.  The  English  found  every  house 
opmio  themaelves  on  the  s^oie  fopting.  They? 
hopllokiod  to  arrive  on  tho  eve  of  a  great  ammal 
ivilivaly  which  many  came  from  a  great  distance 
to  attond.   The  dtspbiy  on  the  firat  day  cooibtoil 

of  \v restlifiL^  and  pugilism,  in  the  first  of  which 

they  ^celled  much  ou^re  thao  in  tb^  last;  oo 
iim  aecond,  in  fira^vork^  chiefly  rockets,  etidoied 
an  hollow  trunks  of  treen  six  or  eight  feet  loc^ 
which  made  a  very  grand  display.  The  crowd 
Waa  immensey  and  the  hilarity  unbounded ;  yet 
there  was  not  the  least  disorder^  ndir  a  mn^  ixh 

stance  of  intoxication.  Some  days  after  a  drama 
was  peri6rioed»  ea^bibiting  scenes irom  the  Jiaosftv 
yana.  Major  Symes  extols,  very  highly  both  the 
diak^ue  and  acting,  and  conceives  that  one  of 
the  perfomeni  eould  have  rivalled  any  in  BritaiOt: 
Dr  Buchanan's  criticism  is  more  severe.  He  ad* 
outs  indoad  the  unbounded  mirth  aactted  in  th» 
natives  ;  but  states,  that  the  little  he  was  able  to 
understand  gave  him  a  very  low  idea  of  the  sour- 
ces from  which  at  arose.  On  the  lltth  Aprilti 
being  the  last  day  of  the  Birman  year,  they  wera 
invited  to  the  Maywoon's,  to  pass  through  the  apr 
propriate  ceremony  of  that  day.    This  consisted 

in  a  aoft  of  oontast  nudntained  b^tw^  thes^^. 
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by  copiously  bedewing  each  other  vkh  Mid 
water.  Oq  arriving  at  the  palace,  they  fimnd 
standing  in  the  hall  three  large  china  jar%  doly 
provided  with  bowla  and  ladies.  -  Hie  Maywooii'i 
lady  stated  her  intention  to  take  no  part  in  the 
firoceedinga  i  but  in  her  stead  theie  tssotd  ftrth 

about  twenty  damsels,  wlio  surrounded  the  party, 
and  sprinkled  tbea)»  to  their  own  inhnite  amuse- 
ment, with  the  most  copfous  libations.  The  Sag- 
lish  endeavoured  to  return  the  compliment ;  bat 
the  odds  was  so  fearful,  that  they  could  make  lst> 
tie  impression  on  the  numerous  band  of  assailants. 
In  returning  home,  they  found  the  streets  coiver« 
ed  with  parties  engaged  in  the  same  amusement, 
which  was  practised  not  indeed  upon  th^y  but 
liberally  upon*: their  Birmaa  companiona.  The 
whole  was  conducted  with  perfect  decency,,^  fii4 
perfect  good  humour. 

From  Pegu  the  embassy  returned  to  Rangoon  j 
and  after  a  short  residence  there  obtained  permisn 
ston  to  proceed  to  the  Btnmn  capital  of  Umroera* 
poora.  They  sailed  up  the  great  liver  Irawaddy, 
the  banks  of  which  were  in  general  highly  culti> 
vated,  and  crowded  with  pe<^e,  and  its  s^tieam 
oovered  with  numerous  barks.  They  passed 
many  villages  and  towns,  of  which  the  principal 
were  Frome,  Meeaday,  Loosghee^  and  Pagabm. 
iThey  took  in'passing  a  hastyvtewof  Ava,  which  had 
till  of  late  been  the  splendid  capital  of  the  empire. 
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the  first  order  to  transfer  the  seat  of  empu  e  to 
•  Uflanef apoon,  the  inhdwtantH  had  tftkeo  up  fhait 
houses  of  w6od  and  bamboo,  and  carried  them  to 
the  now  city  and  Ava  became  at  once  a  desert. 
The  wtUMf  the  palace,  the  conndUhttll,  and  many 
of  the  streets^  could  still  be  traced^  but  all  in  * 
nmit.  They  looked  into  two  hige  buildings 
which  had  been  destined  for  the  reception  of 
•Irangen  ^  bats  flew  in  their  ftcas*  and  a  noooma 
smell  iasued  from  them.  Thonis,  bamboos,  and 
pbuitain  trees,  occupied  most  of  the  area  of  this 
once  great  capitaL  The  temples  alone,  tiiroiigK 
the  reverence  invariably  paid  to  tliem  by  the  jBir« 
mans,  stood  still  untouched^  but  time  was  work 

ing  their  r^ipid  decay. 

After  leaving  this  gloomy  scene  of  departed 
greatness,  the  embassy  sailed  upwards,  and  had 
their  eyes  soon  greeted  with  the  magnificent 
9pUm  and  turrets  of  Ummerapoora,  which  ap- 
peared on  the  opposite  side  of  an  extensive  but 
teasporary  lake,  foresed  by  the  overflowing  of  the 
river.  The  King  happening  to  be  absent,  they 
were  accommodated  with  lodgings  in  the  village 
ef  Tounaemahn,  sHoated  on  the  southern  bank 
of  the  lake,  while  the  capital  was  on  the  northern* 
The  wide  watery  eeene,  the  fiirioiie  dashing  of 
the  waves,  the  numerous  boats  moored  to  the 
baoH  Wib  febe  iprt  aad  cs^  af  UniaierlipooDB» 
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tains,  formed  altogether  a  striking  and  singular 
landscape.  It  was  bioted  that  it  would  be  consi- 
dered neither  d^roua  hor>klignifail  t6»<bMMi 
in  puDuc  previous  to  tiieir  preseutaUon,  but  that 
they  might  gratify  their  love  >of  exerbWAfvK 

*  irig  out,  as  privately  as  possi!)le,  towards  the  hills^ 
AU  their  wants  were  liberally  supplied^  andmtbe 
KinglMTing  returned  in^  shdrt  timet  fixiMiili||f 
for  tbeir  public  audience.  Some  objeptiog- 
imuie  to  the  admission  of  Dr  Bucbainaii^ij 
dical  character  not  being  iluly  estimated  here ; 
bat  as  this  point  was  insisted  i^o^v  ibijfiiipni 
to  admit  him,  though  |iot  tp  mount  him  on  an 
elepliant* 

On  the  morning  of  the  appdnled  day,  the  em- 
bassy came  down  to  the  lake,  where  they  found 
libfee  war  boats  which  conveyed  them  in  twenty 
minutes  to  the  opposite  side.  Here  an  elephant 
was  ready  to  receive  Major  Symea;  but  as  he  had 
announced  his  inaptitude,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  country,  to  mount  on  its  peck  and 
take  his  seat  between  the  ears,  a  wicker  basket 
bad  been  placed  on  its  back  and  fastened  with 
iiqa  chains,  an  appaiatua  which  struck  him  as  not 
so  elegant  as  could  be  wished.  The  two  other 
gentlemen  ,  were  mounted  on  little  active  Birman 
berses,  well  caparisoned.  They  now  entered  into 
a  hroeil  Md  iiandsome  street  paved  with  brick^ 
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Wtk  low  wnadw  hrmpb  wUfifa»  ia  booaiir  of  tb^ 

occosioOy  bad  been  white-washed  and  decorated 
with  boug^ud  floweni.  The  streets  and  topii 
•f.libtliottBes  were  icovwied  with  a  vast  multitiidei* 
i«b%Jiowever,  kept. the  syUrktest  order,  leaving; 
flonrifiufitba  proaeasion  to  aove^  and  whenever 

it  came  in  sight,  squatting  on  their  bams  in  sign  of 
respect*  Thus  thty  proceeded  throu^  the  ciifi 
for  t#b  miles,  when  thej  arrived  at  the  fortress, 
which  enclosed  the  rOyal  palace,  ami  the  abodes 
of<tliiorpriiAdp(al  grandees.  Being  defended  by  a. 
thick  ramp4i:t,  twenty  feet  higii^  it  was  boasted  of 
bjr^tbe  fitnaans  at  impregnabk  i  and  Major  Syme^ 

did  not  chuse  to  mortify  their  pride  by  telling 
thenit  that  half  a  dozen  cannon  would  in  a  few. 
hotirB  isake  it  a  heap  of  rums*  Proceeding  through 
aaioraL^treets^  they  were  ushered  into  the  rhoooi 
0t  oufer  saloon^  where  they  were  inttrueted  to  re* 
main  till  the  princes  of  the  blood  had  entered* 
The  King's  five  sons  successively  passed,  the 
youngest  first,  and  the  Engy  Teekien,  or  heir* 
apparent,  last  i  each  attended  by  large  trains  be- 
coming always  more  numerous  and  splendid  ac- 
cording to  their  birth  and  dignity.  If  less  mag- 
Bifioetfice  was  displayed  than  in  the  court  of  impe- 
rial Delin,  there  was  more  dignity  and  decorum. 
The  embassy*  howtver»  waa  detaioed  two  boui% 

which  appeared  somewhat  tedious,  especially  as 

thtro  were  some  deficieacea  of  re^c^  in  the  at* 
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tendance.  Being  then  invited  to  enter,  they  pass- 
ed through  an  inner  court,  where  bands  of  tum- 
blers and  dancing  girls  were  exhibiting  their  feats. 
They  were  then  ushered  by  a  flight  of  stairs  into 
the  lotoo  or  great  hall,  where  the  court  was  as- 
sembled in  all  the  pomp  of  Birman  grandeur.  It 
was  supported  by  seventy-seven  gilded  pillars,  ar- 
ranged in  eleven  rows;  while  at  the  end  a  high 
gilded  lattice  extended  quite  across  the  building. 
In  the  centre  was  a  gilded  door,  which,  when 
opened,  displayed  the  throne.  All  the  princes 
and  grandees  of  the  empire  were  seated  with  in- 
verted legs  on  the  floor  of  this  magnificent  saloon. 
A  place  was  reserved  for  the  mission,  but  they  in 
vain  strove  to  comply  with  the  request  to  place 
themselves  in  the  proper  Birman  posture,  and  not 
protrude  the  soles  of  their  feet  towards  the  seat 
of  majesty.  They  were  seriously  disappointed, 
however,  by  the  King  not  making  his  appearance. 
An  officer  merely  went  between  them  and  the 
royal  seat,  and  put  several  questions  as  from  his 
majesty,  which  when  they  had  answered,  a  hand- 
some desert  was  brought  in,  consisting  of  about  a 
hundred  small  dishes,  several  of  which  were  tasted 
and  proved  very  palatable.  The  court  then  broke 
up,  and  the  princes  departed  successively  in  the 
same  pomp  as  they  had  entered. 

The  ambassador  was  afterwards  invited  to  wait 
upon  the  different  princes  of  the  blood.  Major 
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SytDa%  howMer^  made  mne  itipulatioiM  ai  to 

a  more  respectful  treatrarat^  which  were  tolerably 
Gompliad  whh.  The  ceramony  and.  pomp  wectt 
almost  equal  at  the  court  of  the  Engy  Teekien» 
aa  at  that  of  the  monarch*  Ue,  appeared  at  .a 
window,  andaatTor  a  quarter  of  an  homr  erect 
and  motionless,  wben^uddeuiy  the  shutters  were 
doaed,  and  be  was  aem  no  more..  The  comis  of 
the  younger  priuces  were  less  ceremonious  and; 
morergay*   They  were  led  through  files. of  ele« 

phants,  and  entertained  with  exhibitions  of  tum^* 
Uers  and  dancing  girla».  Xhey  had  also  an  aa^ 
dieoee  cif  the  queen,  an  old  lady  af^serenty-two,. 
who  received  them  in  ^  very  complaisaqt  mannei^ 
Hopes  were  then  entertained  of  a  socoassfid  ter« 
mination  to  the  embassy^  but  there  was  reason 
to  believe^  that  French  emissaries  afterwards  wt^ 

rived,  and  by  a  false  representation  of  the  state 
of  affiurs  in  £urope»  gave  an  uniavourable  bias  to 
die  mind  of  the  Ktngu  The  mission  were  privately 
informed  that  he  had  determined  not  to  grant 
them  «  personal  audience  at  their  departure^  my 
more  than  be  had  done  at  their  first  visit.  Ma- 
jor Syms  being  invited  to  court  to  receive  the 
presents  which  were  to  be  given  in  return  for  his, 
took  occasion  to  put  a  direct  question  upon  tiiis 
subject,  to  which  an  equivocal  answer  was  re* 
turned.    Neither  the  queen  nor  the  princes  ap^ 

peaied  at  the  delivery  of  their  proents,  and  th^ 
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members  of  the  embassy,  who  waited  on  them  fof 
the  purpose,  experienced  every  neglect  short  of 
absolute  rudeness.  Under  these  circumstances. 
Major  Symes  determined  to  submit  to  the  govern- 
ment a  formal  representation.  He  urged  his  claim 
to  be  considered  as  the  representative  of  a  sove- 
reign power,  and  in  that  capacity  to  be  treated 
with  a  certain  ceremonial,  and  in  particular  to  be> 
honoured  with  a  personal  audience  of  his  raajestyr 
announcing  his  intention,  if  these  rights  were  with- 
held, to  depart  forthwith,  throwing  up  all  the  ar- 
rangements in  contemplation  for  the  mutual  bene-! 
fit  of  the  two  countries.  This  memorial  was  re- 
ported to  produce  a  very  strong  sensation  at  the 
Birman  court ;  but  after  a  long  consultation  iti 
was  understood  to  be  determined  to  grant  every; 
thing  demanded,  rather  than  come  to  an  open 
rupture.  Being  assured,  therefore,  of  such  a  re* 
ception  as  they  desired,  they  set  out  on  a  second 
visit  to  court.  They  were  received,  not  in  the 
lotoo,  but  in  the  royal  saloon  of  ceremony,  an: 
apartment  equally  splendid.  In  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  the  folding  doors  which  concealed 
the  throne  were  opened,  and  the  King  was  seen 
walking  up  the  steps  which  led  to  it  from  behind*^ 
He  appeared  to  move  with  difficulty,  and  to  want 
the  free  use  of  his  limbs,  but  this  they  were  as*, 
sured  arose  solely  from  the  immense  weight  of 
gold  upon  his  person,  amounting  to  upwards  of 


Digitized  by  Googl 


ifty  poiitidi.  All  Ihe  oouitier»  bent  their  bddiifd } 
but  the  English  were  only  required  to  lean  a  little 
fiirMrcl,  and  turn  in  their  Mit|  so  thiit  (be  soles 
of  their  feet  might  be  in  no  degree  directed  to* 
wifdf  his  Miqesty.  The  King  metely  tamained  k 

few  minutes,  and  uttered  some  indistinct  words, 
urresting  some  one  with  an  order  of  nobility  $ 
lifter  wbiob  he  departed,  without  addressing  dnj 
words  to  the  embassy.  There  was  nothing  par- 
ticnlarly  flattering  in  this  reception ;  boweveri  aS 
the  stipulated  terms  were  not  positively  infringed^ 
it  was  not  thought  expedient  td  make  any  com- 
plaint*  In  feet,  on  receiving  the  oiiicial  reply  to 
faii  demands.  Major  Symes  fooiidf  that  be  had 

obtained  all  the  essential  objects  of  his  mission. 

British  goods  were  allowed  to  be  imported  at  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent  ad  Xfalairemi  while  teak 
timber,  by  far  the  most  valuable  production  of 
the  Birman  empire,  might  be  exported  at  five  pet 
cent.  He  soon  after  took  his  departure,  and,  sailing 
do#n  tbe  river,  embarked  at  Rangoon  for  India. 

According  to  the  information  collected  by 
Major  jSymes  and  Dr  Buchanan,  the  fertility  of 
the  Birman  territory  appears  to  be  very  great* 
The  southern  provinces  are  finely  watered,  and 
jliodace  as  luxuriant  crops  of  rice  as  the  finest 
parts  of  Bengal.  The  northern  districts  are  part- 
ly composed  of  rode  mountains,  but  with  rich  plains 
and  valleys,  in  which  wheat  is  raised  of  cfxcellent 
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quality.  Tbu  part  of  the  empire  yields  fiome 
gold  and  silvety  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
diamonds  and  precious  stones.  Besides  teak  tim- 
ber, the  commerdal  staple  of  the  empire,  it  con- 
tains various  other  useful  woods.  The  salubrity 
of  the  climate  is  attested  by  the  healUi  and  vigour 
of  the  natives.  The  banks  of  the  river  were  co- 
vered with  crowded  population  ^  and  from  all 
they  could  learn,  the  whole  number  of  people  in 
the  empire  could  not  fail  short  of  seventeen  mil- 
lions. 

The  Birmans  are  entirely  difierent  in  their  dis- 
position from  the  Hindoos.  They  are  bold,  ac- 
tive, fiery,  enterprising,  full  of  stir  aud  curiosity. 
They  are  also  a  very  merry  people,  always  in 

search  of  amusement,  and  not  fastidious  in  its 
selection.  To  the  embassy  they  observed  uni- 
form courtesy  and  hospitality,  nor  did  the  excess 
of  their  curiosity  ever  show  itself  in  any  offensive 
form.  The  fair  sex  in  this  country  are  exempted 
from  that  restraint  and  confinement  which  they 
suffer  generally  over  the  £ast.  Yet  they  are  not, 
-therefore,  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  them, 
but  are  subjected  to  severe  labour,  and  often 
bought  and  sold  almost  as  slaves.  When  a  stran- 
ger goes  to  reside  in  Ava,  he  is  accommodated, 
even  from  respectable  families,  with  a  temponuy 
female  companion,  who  lives  with  lum  as  his  wife, 
and  proves  usually  a  faithful  housekeeper^  but 
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whom  he  is  on  no  account  permitted  to  take 
along  with  him.  There  are  other  particulars  of 
their  treatment,  which  mark  still  more  clearly  the 
very  low  idea  here  entertained  of  the  place  held 
by  this  £ur  portion  of  the  species. 

In  Ava,  as  in  all  the  countries  in  the  east  of 
India»  the  reUgion  of  Boodh  or  Buddha  is  fiilly 
established.  That  person,  under  the  names  of 
Gaudma,  Goutama,  or  Godama»  is  the  universal 
object  of  worship.  He  is  supposed*  however,  to 
administer  the  afifairs  of  the  world  only  during  a 
certain  period,  having  had  predecessors,  and  be* 
ing  expected  to  have  successors.  He  is  repre- 
sented as  a  young  man  with  a  placid  expressiottt 

Birraan  features,  and  usually  sitting  cross-legged 
on  a  throne.  The  temples  are  commonly  in  the 
Ibnn  of  a  pyramid  with  an  umbrella  at  tap.  Gild- 
ing is  the  ornament  most  studiously  employed  ^ 
and  many  devotees  undertake  to  gild  a  patch, 
without  any  regard  to  the  incongruous  appear- 
ance it  makes.  Those  entirely  covered  are  called 

Shoe,  or  Golden.  The  images  are  in  some  cases 
q£  the  most  gigantic  magnitude.  Dr  Buchanan 
saw  in  Ava  one  composed  of  a  single  blodc  of 
pure  white  alabaster,  the  magnitude  of  which 
may  be  conjectured,  from  each  finger  being  equal 
to  the  leg  and  thigh  of  a  large  man.  Relics  of 
Gaudma,  consisting  of  minute  fragments  of  bone, 
skin,  hair,  &c.  are  reverentially  preseived,  and 
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am  evra  cotitidmd  neeeawrjr  to  give  saoctity  to 

a  temple.  Kioums  or  monasteries,  the  inmates 
of  which  devote  themselves  to  ceiiba(y»  and  pro* 
tern  abstraction  from  all  tvorldly  eoncema,  are 
characteristic  of  the  religion  of  Gaudma*  Those 
in  the  neighbonrbood  of  Ummerapoora  are  veiy 
numerous,  and  though  built  only  of  wood,  some 
of  them  make  a  traly  magnificent  appearance, 
from  their  magnitude  and  the  immense  profusion 
of  gilded  columns. 

The  constitution  of  the  Krman  empire  does  % 
not  appear  to  diffiu:  essentially  from  that  of  the 
ether  monarchies  of  Asia.  In  princi|rfe  it  is  en« 
tirely  despotic ;  the  will  of  the  sovereign  is  the 
supreme  law,  and  is  subject  to  no  check  either 
from  the  aristocracy  or  the  people.  The  adminis* 
tratton,  however,  appears  to  be  mild  i  property  is 
respected ;  and  even  those  who  are  employed  in 
maintaining  the  police,  studiously  avoid  any  harsh 
modes  of  enfordng  it.  There  are  a  considerable 
number  of  conquered  princes,  who  are  allowed  to 
lelain  the  internal  government  of  their  own  states^ 
upon  paying  military  service  and  tribute,  and  re« 
siding  a  certain  portion  of  the  year  at  Ummera- 
poora. The  Birmans  arc  a  nation  of  soldiers, 
yet  no  regular  army  is  maintained,  with  the  ex-* 
ception  of  the  royal  guards,  the  number  of  which, 
in  and  round  Ummerapoora,  was  not  supposed  to 
exceed  SWOO  infantry,  and  the  same  number  of 
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anralry.  When  the  king  wishes  to  raise  an  armyi 
be  sends  an  order  to  all  bis  ^cerojs  and  gover* 
nofs,  fixing  the  number  of  men  which  each  is  to 
furnish.  They  receive  arms  and  a  certain  pro* 
portion  of  grain,  but  no  pay  i  and  when  the  cam- 
paign is  over,  are  allowed  to  return  bonie%  Their 
nosketry  is  bad,  and  their  cavalry  drawn  chiefly 
from  the  northern  country  of  Cassay.  Their  most 
imposing  military  force  are  the  war  boatSt  hollow- 
ed out  of  the  solid  trunk  of  the  teak  tree,  some 
of  which  are  SO  to  100  feet  long. .  They  carry 
ffom  50  to  60  rowers  well  armed/  bcmdes  SO  sol- 
diers. They  advance  to  batUe  singing  warlike 
ioi^  draw  up  io  a  Hne^  and  present  their  prows 
to  the  enemy.  They  usually  endeavour  to  grap- 
ple, in  which  case  a  v^  obstinate  conflict  cnsaes. 
Of  these  war  boats,  the  king,  on  a  short  notice^ 
am  command  about  600* 

The  sacred  and  kamed  famgnage  of  the  Kfu 
man  empire  is  the  Pali,  which  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  ancient  language  of  Hindostasii  and  to 
bear  some  affinity  to  the  Sanscrit  The  Palis  are 
said,  al  an  early  period,  to  have  held  high  sway 
in  that  country,  and  the  name  of  the  celebrated 
capital  of  Falibothra  to  have  been  derived  ifom 
them.  The  finest  books  are  written  on  thin  sheets 
of  ivory,  stained  black,  with  the  characters  ena** 
mtUed  or  gilded*  The  common  books  are  Wfii* 
ten  with  an  iron  pen  on  Palmyra  caneSit  The 
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more  degant  kinds  have  their  boards  lacquered 

and  ornamented  with  gilding,  and  are  wrapt  in 
silk  doth, 'bound  round  with  a  garter,  into 

which  the  title  of  the  book  is  woven.  They  are 
deposited  in  large  chests  lacquered  and  gilded^ 
the  contents  of  each  chest  being  written  in  gold 
letters  on  the  lid.  Only  a  small  part  of  the  royal 
library  was  seen ;  but  if  all  the  space  described  to 
be  occupied  by  it  was  equally  well  filled,  the  lib- 
rary of  the  Birman  king  must  be  very  extensive^ 
The  greater  number  related  to  the  mysteries  of 
their  religion ;  but  there  were  also  treatises  on 
history,  music,  medicine,  painting,  and  romance* 
Their  poetry,  according  to  Dr  Buchanan,  consists 
diiefly  of  songs,  of  which  they  have  great  variety, 
accompanied  with  very  bad  music.  Their  his- 
tories, like  those  of  the  Hindoos,  consist  ahnost 
altogether  of  fables  and  prodigies.  Their  astro- 
nomy is  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  Brahmins} 
and  their  calendar  had  become  very  erroneous, 
till  the  present  king,  under  the  direction  of  some 
learned  Brahmins,  introduced  an  intercalary 
month.  The  innovation,  however,  was  stren- 
uously resisted  by  the  Rhahaans,  and  had  not 
been  yet  introduced  in  the  remote  parts  of  the 
empire*  Their  knowledge  of  medidne  is  equally 
low.  Dr  Buchanan  being  consulted,  found  that 
he  was  expected  to  cure  diseases  by  supernatural 
means,  and  to  give  medidnes  which  would  reo* 
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der  them  invulnerable;  and  on  denj^ing  every 
iach  pietenaioD,  his  skill  was  held  in  yery  deader 

account.  -When  a  physician  in  this  country  is 
called  to  a  young  lady  who  is  seriously  ill,  it  is  a 
very  Gomnidn  stipulation,  that  if  he  efiects  a  cure 
be  shall  receive  her  as  a  wife.  The  doctor  could 
not  learn  whether,  like  other  husbands,  he  has  a 
right  to  sell  the  wife  whom  he  has  thus  earned ; 
bat  the  number  of  bandsome  damsels  whom  he 
saw  making  part  of  the  household  establishment 
of  a  physician,  seemed  to  attest  the  extensive  pre- 
valence of  the  practice. 

Op  all  the  countries  situated  to  the  east  of  In* 

dia,  the  most  opulent  and  civilized  appears  to  be 
Siam.  In  1516  it  was  visited  by  Duarts  Coelho, 
who  was  well  received,  and  even  allowed  to  erect 
a  wooden  cross  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  capi- 
tal. It  was  France  alone,  however,  that  made 
any  great  effort  to  establish  a  communication  with 
this  country.  •  In  1685,  the  King,  the  Academy 
of  Sciences,  and  the  Jesuits,  with  a  combined 
view  to  the  interests  of  politics,  astronomy,  and 
religion,  joined  in  sending  a  mission  into  this 
kingdom.   It  consisted  of  the  Chevalier  Chau- 

mont,  tlie  ambassador,  the  Abbe  dc  Choisy, 
whose  dissolute  gaiety  ill  corresponded  with  his 
profession,  and  six  Jesuit  mathematicians.  One 
of  them,  Tachard,  afterwards  wrote  the  best  ac« 
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Ap4  Gf^rbilliQOp  distinguisi^^d  themselves  bjf  their 
subsequent  travel^  in  and  around  Cbimu 

We  sba,ll  pfiss  ov€^  (he  first  part  of  this  n^fij^ 
ttye,  which  Gonta^il  merely  the  compiQP  ineU 

depts  of  an  Indian  voyage.    On  arriving  in  th^ 

saa^  of  ^al^QS^  (hey  ^f»cabe  thm  ^m^itioQ  )hi 
being  chie%  excited  by  viewing  the  scene  of  the 
miracles  and  prefLching  of  3t  JbVancis  Xavier» 
Enterfiig  the  ri?er  of  Siam,  they  landed  i|t  Ban* 
cock,  where  they  were  politely  received  by  a  Maor 
darin  with  a  deputation*  That  o4Emw»  apxioua 
complioient  the  jbrenci),  and  proceeding  on  the 
priqqples  pf  (rwsinigr^cin^  obferved  tq  CfaiMi- 

mont,  that  this  country  could  not  be  new  to  him^ 
as  4(  wf^  well  kaow4[^  that  bis  aoijl,  t^pugb  if)  $ 
djfferant  body*  beep  s^nt  thither  pn  a  aimiM^r 
mi^ga  abQu(  1000  years  ago.  Jhe  wbaasp* 
dpft  however^  observed,  th^it  he  ooi4d*  n^  hqw 
derive  any  benefit  i'iofx\  tliat  voyage,  the  fveuMf^ 
of  which  bad  entire)^  escaped  frofn  his  refsoileO' 
tiou.  They  were  furnished,  iiowever,  with  hand- 
some bfUom  or  boatSi  in  which  to  ffiU  up  tfa^ 
capital.  They  made  their  voyage  along  the  riv^ 
Men^m,  which  presented  a  magoificeqt  sp^ct^dcb, 
The  neighbouring  grounds  being  inundated  dor* 
ipg  the  rainy  season,  produced  the  most  Ii^uri<a^it 
cropy  of  rice.  The  stream  was  entirely  covert 
with  bar]^a^  xsumy  of  wbich  resembled  ho.iy^e^,  i% 
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which,  as  in  the  Chinese  waters,  families  took  up 
their  poniianeat  abode.  The  villages  were  nuine* 
rous;  and  splendid  pagodas,  with  monasteries 
aitacbed  to  them,  appeared  at  every  league. 

At  Siwit  the  embasqr  were  received  hy  Gen- 
slantine,  the  prime  minister,  who,  to  their  moat 
agreeaUe  sarprise,  proved  to  be  ap  EuropeaB  and 
a  Eoman  Catholic.  A  Greek  by  birth,  be  had 
gone  on  board  Engiish  vessel,  and  spent  some 
years  in  London  ;  thence  entering  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Company,  be  sailed  to  the  Indies. 
Having  made  a  little  fortune  at  Siam,  be  equipped 
a  vessel  on  bis  own  account,  but  was  shipwrecked 
on  the  ooaat  of  Malabar.  He  bad  saved  a  small  sum 
of  money,  however,  and  fancied  himself  encou- 
rs^ed  by  tbe  appearance,  in  a  dream,  of  a  majes* 
tic  figure,  which  said  to  him  return."  Next  day 
he  met  on  the  shore  a  person,  shipwrecked  libs 

himself,  who  proved  an  ambassador  of  the  king  of 
Siam,  in  bia  way  from  Persia.  Constantino  could 
fiunusb  him  the  means  of  conveying  him  home, 
and  thus  introduced  himself  to  notice  at  court, 
vdiem,  by  his  address  and  talents,  he  soon  raised 
himself  to  the  highest  place.  He  had  become  a 
pieteatant  in  London ;  but  tbe  diligence  of  the 
missionaries  at  Siam  brought  hiui  within  the  pale 
of  tbe  Catholic  church. 

Under  auspices  so  favourable,  the  ambassador 
had  no  difficulty  in  making  early  and  8atis£u:t^ « 
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arrangements  for  tlieir  iatioductiiBii  afc  eooit* 

Forty  MandariDS  came  to  cooduct  theoit  wlu^  fm 
being  shewn  the  King  of  France's  letter  enclosed 
in  a  gold  box,  worshipped  it  three  times»  with 
their  hces  to  the  ground.   The  embassy  were 

then  embarked  in  twelve  gilded  boats,  and  sailed 
across  the  river»  which  wss  entirely  covered  with 
floating  spectators.  Having  landed,  they  came  to  a 
great  square^  where  were  drawn  up  two  long  rows 
of  elephants,  between  which  they  were  led.  They 
now  entered  a  court,  round  which  ^000  soldiers 
were  ranged ;  and  passing  two  otheiB  came  to  a 
fourth,  where  they  were  surprised  to  see  twenty- 
four  Mandarins  lying  flat  on  their  faces,  without 
shoes  or  stockings.  The  embassy  was  thence 
ushered  into  the  presence*hall.  Chaumont  bad 
made  very  high  terms  as  to  the  ceremonial,  in- 
sisting upon  keeping  on  their  shoes  contrary  to 
all  oriental  etiquette,  and  also  upon  delivering  the 
letter  into  the  King's  own  liands,  whereas  it  was  cus- 
ternary  to  transmit  it  through  one  of  the  officers. 
The  ambassador  having  entered,  and  found  the 
King  seated,  made  three  bows  in  the  course  of 
his  advance;  then  he  began  a  speech,  after  two 
or  three  words  of  which  he  put  on  his  bat,  sat 
down,  and  delivered  the  rest  He  then  rose  to 
give  the  letter ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
King's  position  was  much  higher  than  had  been 
stipulated,  or  than  would  admit  of  his  delivering 
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the  letter,  without  stretching  his  person  in  a  man- 
ner unsuitable  to  its  dignity.  In  this  exigency^ 
he  formed  at  once  the  high  determination  not  to 
li£t  the  letter  higher  than  himself.  Constantine, 
who  was  lying  extended  on  the  ground  on  his 
bands  and  feet,  implored  that  he  would  raise  his 
arm ;  but  the  ambassador  pretended  to  hear  no- 
thing, and  at  last  the  King,  laughing,  stooped  and 
took  the  gold  box  in  which  the  epistle  was  con- 
tained. He  then  conversed  for  about  an  hour 
with  great  afi&biliQr»  and  made  many  inquiries 
about  the  affitirs  of  France.  All  the  Mandarins 
who  were  in  the  hall  remained  flat,  with  their 
fiK^es  on  the  ground,  so  long  as  the  King  was  pre* 
sent. 

The  Jesuits,  during  their  stay,  had  several  pri- 
vate interviews  with  the  King,  in  all  of  which 
they  were  courteously  entertained.  On  one  occa- 
sion he  was  much  amused  by  seeing  through  their 
glasses,  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  and  put  many 
questions  on  the  subject.  Nothing,  however, 
could  shake  in  him  or  his  learned  men  the  uni- 
versal conviction  of  the  East,  that  a  huge  dragon 
was  then  attacking  and  devouring  that  luminary. 
On  being  asked  how,  on  this  theory,  it  could  be 
possible  to  predict  the  period  with  such  precision, 
they  rejdied,  that  Europeans  knew  how  to  calcu- 
late the  periodica]  returns  of  the  monsteVs  appe- 
.tite,  and  the  moment  when  his  empty  stomach 
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would  require  a  new  meal.    It  bed  been  cut- 

totnary  with  the  King  to  chuse  precisely  the  time 
when  the  inundatton  ceased,  to  go  out  in  proces- 
sion and  strike  the  waters,  ordering  them  to  re- 
tire ;  of  which  command  the  natural  diminittien 
appeared  to  be  the  fruit,  A  mistake,  however, 
being  aometimes  committed  as  to  the  period,  the 
waters  bad  proved  refractory,  and  the  custom 
had  been  given  up.  The  highest  pride  of  the 
court  consisted  in  its  elephants.  The  French 
saw  the  white  elephant,  so  celebrated  in  the  annals 
of  eastern  India*  It  made  a  very  sorry  appeas:- 
ance,  being  suiall,  quite  worn  down,  and  wrinkled 
with  age.  It  was  kept,  however,  in  the  greatest 
pomp,  and  had  a  hundred  men  to  attend  it.  They 
were  much  more  gratified  by  the  view  of  the 
prince  elephant,  a  very  fine  and  lai^  animaL 
Thaleaat  of  them  was  served  by  twenty  men. 

▲  report  had  been  spread  that  the  King  of  Ssam 
had  shewn  a  disposition  to  embrace  the  Qbristian 
religion*  The  Jesuita  candidly  states  that  they 

had  no  ground  to  entertain  such  an  expectation ; 
and  that  Constantine,  though  himselt^  a  CatboUe, 
bad  assured  them  that  every  idea  (rf*  the  kind  was 
totally  out  of  the  question.  They  went  to  view 
the  principal  pagoda  in  the  city  of  Ssam.  It  was 
long  and  narrow  externally,  covered  all  over  with 
a  metal  called  caUtu  On  eafaering,  they  saw  no* 
thing  but  gold^  There  waa  an  idol  forty-five  feet 
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m  height^  and  reaehing  to  the  rocC  entirely  coot* 
posed  of  that  precious  metal.  The  missioDaries, 
amid  their  admiralioDt  were  deeply  grieved  to 

think,  that  this  one  idol  contained  more  gold 

thao  ail  the  inuigea  of  Catholic  Europe  put  toge^* 
ther. 

After  some  stay,  the  Jesuits  contiuuiog  still  in 
higfa  favour,  Tacbard  retuined  to  France,  with  a 
petition  for  twelve  new  mathematical  Jesuits,  and 
ah»  with  permiasion  to  erect  a  fort  and&ctory  at 
Bancock.  Preparations  were  made  without  de- 
lay to  fnlfii  these  two  destinationa ;  the  voyage 

was  prosperously  performed,  and  their  reception 
was  equally  flattering  as  before.  Nothing  mate- 
rhdiy  new  occurred  in  this  mission ;  but  Taohard 
.  had  along  with  him  La  Loubere,  who  produced 
afkerwards  a  general  descriptioQ  of  Siam,  so  •ac* 
curate  and  intelligent,  as  to  be  perhaps  the  most 
vahiable  firuit  of  the  eipedition. 

Siam  exists  entirely  by  the  great  river  of  Me- 
na&s»  whicb  traverses  its  whole  extent  from  north 
to  south.  The  plain  through  which  it  flows  is 
perfectly  level  and  fertile,  but  at  a  little  distance 
on  each  ride  the  ground  rises  into  monntains, 
forests,  and  uncultivated  grounds^  overrun  with 
wild  beasts.  There  are  some  mines  of  gold  and 
silver,  which  the  King  is  said  to  have  expected  to 
eqnal  those  of  Fern,  from  the  considmtton  of 
Siam  being  the  precise  antipode  of  that  part  of 


Digitized 


£38  £iJ5T£aN  INOIA. 

4 

America;  but  this  analogy  seems  the  only  gnnrod 

for  such  an  expectation,  A  more  curious  mi- 
neral production  consisted  in  a  mine  of  loadstone, 
which  the  Jesuits  visited.  It  attracted  the  pieces 
of  iron  with  extraordinary  force ;  but  the  needle 
in  its  vicinity  became  quite  irregular.  So  far  as 
could  be  judged  from  the  direction  of  the  iron  in- 
8lrument8»  the  poles  of  the  mine  were  from  north 
to  south, 

Siam  appears  to  be  a  complete  despotism,  thmw 

being  no  popular  assembly,  and  no  individual 
^gnity,  except  what  is  derived  from  oihce,  and 
expires  with  it.  The  Siamese  are  all  held  bound 
to  military  service.  A  register  is  kept  of  the 
whole  free  male  population,  every  one  of  whoin, 
when  called  upon,  must  join  the  army  for  six 
months  in  the  year.   The  dignities,  as  in  the 

Mogul  empire,  are  according  to  the  number  of 
men  placed  under  the  command  of  each.  No 
salary  is  attached  to  them  :  the  emoluments  are 
derived  from  land,  slaves,  or  edifices  assigned  for 
the  support  of  the  office,  and  remaining  attached 
to  it.  But  the  mode  of  enriching  themselves,  to 
which  the  officers  chiefly  trust,  is  exaction,  which 
is  winked  at  by  the  sovereign,  and  carried  to  a 
vast  extent  in  every  department. 

In  the  Siamese  tribunals,  though  composed  of 
several  members^  the  power  of  decision  rests 
entirely  with  the  president ;  the  others  are  there 
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only  to  aid  with,  thdr  coansei.   They  have  an 

authoritative  book  of  law,  in  three  volumes.  In 
all  intricate  cases,  however^  tbeir  main  depen- 
dence  is  placed  upon  ordeal.  This  is  administer- 
ed in  various  forms,  such  as  walking  over  red  hot 
iron,  which  is  not,  perhaps,  excessively  perilous 
to  those  who  can  summon  courage  sufficient^  as 
their  feet  being  always  naked,  the  soles  become 

hard  like  horn.  Another  proof  is  by  putting  the 
hands  into  boiling  oil.  A  Frenchman  being  rob- 
bed by  a  native,  felt  such  imprudent  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  his  cause,  as  to  accede  to  thii 
test ;  but  drew  out  his  hand  burned  in  the  most 
cruel  manner,  and  was  covered  at  once  with  shame 
and  agony,  while  the  thief  triumphantly  ezhibiU 
ed  his,  perfectly  uninjured.  Others  are  thrown 
to  tigers,  who^  it  is  supposed,  will  qpare  the  inno* 
cent. 

The  religion  of  Siam,  though  the  missionaries 
do  not  seem  aware  of  it,  is  evidently  that  of 
Boodh,  or  Buddha,  called  also  Gaudma,  or  God^ 
ama,  which  is  also  established  in  Ava,  Thibet, 
Tartary,  and  so  many  other  countries  of  Asia. 
Their  chief  object  of  worship  is  called  Somono* 
Codom,  which  last  part  of  the  name  differs  proba- 
bly from  Gaudma  only  by  a  variation  in  Euro- 
pean pronunciation.  Their  sacred  books  are  in 
the  Bali  language,  doubtless  the  same  in  Ava 
called  PalL  The  monks  of  the  order  denominate 
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ed  Tdbpoins,  like  alt  the  othera»  rende  in  qmcioQB 

convents,  and  profess  rigid  celibacy.  They  ap- 
pear to  preach  with  a  diligence  unknown  in  any 
other  country  where  the  same  tyMm  prei^aOa. 
A  Talapoin  will  harangue  the  people  from  six  in 
the  motning  till  the  hour  of  ndinnef,  tod  will  be* 
gin  afresh  in  the  afternoon.  The  peoplet  if  satis*- 
fled»  not  only  e^preii  their  fedings  by  anurmtm 
of  approbation,  but  by  solid  gifts  ;  so  that  a 
Talapoin  preacher,  if  popular,  soon  becomes  rich. 

Poetry  is  much  relished^  and  extensively  culti- 
vated among  the  iiiamese,  though  both  their  ver- 
iification  and  sentimefita  are  very  diftiiuit  fiottk 
those  which  are  relished  in  Europe.  As  there 
are  no  public  assemblies,  and  no  pleading^  in 
their  courts  of  judicature,  no  scope  is  afforded  to 
eloquence.   They  shew  some  knowledge  of  ma» 

thematics  and  astronomy,  though  not  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  the  Brahmins.  Medicine  is  in  a  veiy 
low  state.  It  is  not  founded  on  the  least  idea  of 
anatomy,  nor  any  thing  but  a  few  ancient  re- 
ceipts, which  are  blindly  followed.  The  rude- 
ness  of  their  practice  may  be  inferred  from  one 
of  their  favourite  cores,  which  coinists  in  laying 
the  patient  flat,  and  trampling  him  under  foot 
This  gentle  process  is  used  even  in  the  case  of 

pregnant  females,  to  fiicilitate  the  accouchement. 
Should  these  powerful  remedies  not  produce  the 
intended  effect,  witchcraft  alons^  it  is  supposed, 
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can  aeoomit  Sat  iht  fkihm.  The  guilty  pmotts 

are  therefore  inquired  after^  and  proceeded  against 
irith  tlie  utmost  severitjT* 

The  Siamese  do  not  distinguish  themselves  as 
artisani»  for  this  very  sufficient  reason*  tint  wlio- 
ever  rises  to  any  eminence  in  them  is  immediately 
sent  for  by  the  ILiag^  and  obligedf  during  the  rest 
of  lus  life,  to  work  for  liis  sole  behocrfl  Tb^ 
make  little  dotbt  silk  and  woollen  not  at  all»  and 
cotton  not  to  a  great  eitent.  They  embroider 
well,  understand  working  in  gold  and  silvef^  and 
are  skilful  ibunders^  £ar  which  occupations  ample 
scope  is  found  in  the  embellishment  of  temples 
and  manufacture  of  deities.  In  gener^  the 
Siamese  character  appears  to  be  such  as  despotism 
usually  forms.  They  are  mild,  politet  courteous 
but  artful»  deceitful,  timid,  avaricious,  incnribvs» 
proud  to  such  as  they  think  in  their  power,  and 
cringing  to  those  who  treat  them  with  haugbti* 
ness.  They  are  said,  however,  to  be  honest  in 
their  dealingSy  and  so  kind  to  their  rdations,  that 
beggary  and  pauperism  are  scarcely  known. 

CocHmcHiKA,  with  its  bordering  territories  of 
Cambodia  and  Tonquin,  bear  nearly  the  same  re- 
lation to  China  that  the  Birman  empire  and  Siaaa 
bear  to  Hindostan,  From  it  they  borrowed  the 
basis  of  their  laws  and  institutions^  which  east 
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however  in  a  rudeTt  loofer,  and  £ceer  form  than  in 
the  parent  empire. 

Cochinchina,  eclipsed  by  the  superior  splendour 
of  its  neighbour,  and  possessing  no  great  charac- 
teristic  staple  of  trade,  has  not  attracted  any  large 
sihare  of  European  notice.  Its  first  expkmr8»  as 
in  other  countries  of  the  East,  were  the  Portu- 
guese missionaries*  A  curious  account  of  their 
proceedings  is  given  by  Christopher  Borri,  one 
of  the  most  active  of  their  number.  The  first  Ca- 
tholic priests  wete  brought  thither  from  Manilla 
by  the  Portuguese  merchants,  merely  to  say  mass 
and  administer  thd  sacraments.  These  persons 
did  not  hesitate  to  transmit  accounts  to  Europe 
of  their  having  converted  many  great  ladies,  and 

among  others  the  Infanta  of  Cochinchina  ;  ^vllere- 
as  it  was^  afterwards  found  that,  besides  there  be- 
ing no  such  person  as  the  In&nta,  there  was  no 
one  about  court  who  had  given  any  "  token  of 
being  a  Christian,  or  so  much  as  knowing  what 
a  Christian  is."  Thus  encouraged,  however, 
the  superiors  at  Macao  sent  an  eminent  £ither, 
Francis  Buzome,  with  several  companions,  to  cul- 
tivate these  £ivouiable  proqieets.  On  his  arrival, 
the  chaplains  boasted  of  the  number  of  those 
whom  they  had  brought  to  the  profession  of  Chris- 
tianity i  but  Buzome,  on  sifting  the  matter,  soon 
found  that  tl;ieir  converts  had  not  even  an  idea  of 
what  the  word  Christian  meant*  The  question 
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pot  liad  imported^  if  they  would  enter  into  the 
bosom  of  the  church ;  but  the  word  church  the/ 
had  understood  to  metn  Fbrtugu^e,  and  had 
merely  supposed  themselves  to  be  changing  their 
eountry.  This  was  manifest  from  a  play  which 
he  saw  acted  in  the  public  market,  where  a  man 
whose  body,  by  a  peculiar  arrangement  of  dressy 
was  swelled  to  a  most  enormous  size,  addressed 
the  usual  question  of  the  chaplains  to  a  boy,  who^ 
assenting,  entered  into  his  huge  body,  to  die  in« 
finite  amusement  of  the  spectators*  Buzome  lost 
BO  time  in  changing  the  formula,  and  in  endea- 
vouring to  convey  to  the  converts  some  idea  of 
what  they  were  asked  to  become.   He  met  with 

considerable  vsuccess,  and  even  prevailed  on  a 
number  of  natives  to  join  in  building  a  very  hand- 
some  churcht  The  observation  of  this  excited 
the  envy  of  the  omsaiis  or  priests,  who  took  ad» 
vantage  of  H  drought  with  which  the  kingdom 
was  aiiiicted,  and  represented,  that  it  was  no 
wonder  if  the  Gods  denied  rain,  when  a  body  of 
strangers  were  allowed  to  preach  a  doctrine  by 
which  these  deities,  were  so  deeply  dishonoured* 
At  the  same  time  the  chief  omsaii  proceeded 
to  the  top  of  a  mountain,  where  he  began  to 
•*  call  upon  his  devils,'^  and  thrice  struck  the 
earth  with  his  feet,  when  a  shower  came,  which 
was  quite  inadequate  indeed  to  the  relief  of  the 
country,  yet  the  multitude  declared  that  none 


Digitized  by  Google 


#f  the  ibreigii  piieiU  had  done  w  mueh.  Thej 
therefore  loudly  demanded  from  the  king  thttr 
hnishneiU*  aod  the  priiice»  though  reluctanty  via 

driven  by  the  fear  of  rebellion  into  compliance. 
Ua£(HrtuiiAtely V  the  wind  blew  ia  «uch  a  directioa 
that  no  yessel  could  leave  the  port;  so  that  bei^ 
thrust  out  of  the  city»  they  were  thrown  uoaheU 
taiedinto  an  intemediste  atate  between  land  and 
sea,  aqd  exposed  to  the  most  doleful  suiierings ;  at 
the  aame  tioie  that  their  eyes  were  greeted  by  the 
flames  of  the  church  ascending.  The  congregatioa 
at  Macao  learning  this  distressed  state  of  their  bro* 
ther,  sent  a  merchant  vessel  to  afford  what  relief 
it  could ;  and  in  it  went  Borri,  our  narrator^  un« 
der  the  disguise  of  a  slave.  Being  observed,  bow* 
ever,  composing  a  dispute  between  two  Fortu* 
guesOf  the  people  cried  out»  that  only  a  priest 
could  have  such  influence,  and  ran  to  cany  the 
tidings  to  the  governor.  Hereupon»   believing  I 

"  was  certainly  a  dead  man,  I  resolved  to  die  as 
M  what  I  was  h£f  therefore,  put  on  his  suipUce 
and  stole,  and  began  to  preach.  Presently  afteft 
a  tonent  of  rain  came  on,  which  sunk  in  oblivion 
all  the  enmity  with  whidi  the  friars  were  viewed^ 
A  person  of  distinction  happening  to  come  to  the 
place,  saw  Father  Buzome  reduced  to  the  most 
extenuated  state,  and  hearing  that  it  was  on  a 
chaige  of  having  withh^  rw  fron^  Gocbiiili^ 
was  seized  with  eq^ual  mirth,  amazemept^  and 
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pity.  He  carried  him  home,  therefore,  and  pro- 
cured the  bast  medical  aid*  Xbrougb  bis  fneod- 
m  new  church  was  erected,  and  their  affairs 
mppeared  in  a  prosperous  state,  when  bis  death 
tbreir  them  beck  into  difficulty  and  nejgtecl* 
While  the  missionary  was  sitting  in  a  somewhat 
iolitary  and  diaconsobrte  state,  he  heard  s  ndse^ 
and  looking  out  saw  with  surprise  a  long  train  of 
ebphantsy  on  which  a  number  of  ladieSr  richly 
dressed,  were  seated.  In  their  rear  rode  one 
whom  the  peculiar  splendour  of  her  attir^  and 
s  blaze  of  jewds  with  which  she  was  coyeredf 
announced  as  their  mistress.  She  stated  the  in- 
formation she  had  received  as  to  the  unUemish- 
ed  life  he  led,  and  the  doctrine  he  taught,  which 
hat  appeared  to  her  the  only  true  one;*  Sbe^ 

therefore,  besought  to  be  bathed  in  his  holy  water, 
ao  as  to  insure  to  herself  a  passage  into  paradise* 
The  father  hesitated  a  good  deal,  as  be  wanted 
both  time  and  sufiicient  knowledge  of  the  Ian* 
guage  to  instruct  her  duly  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
ikith.  This  delay  much  afflicted  the  lady,  who 
waa  in  daily  fear  of  dying  in  her  heathen  states 
and  seems  to  have  considered  her  salvation  as 
solely  depending  upon  thia  ritew  To  shew  her 
humility,  she  laid  aside  her  elephants,  and  repeat- 
^  edly  walked  a  mile  bare£ooted  through  the  mire 
to  aolidt  it*  The  Father  at  last  could  not  rerist 
ber  impostunity  ^  but  a  greater.difficuity  arosi^ 
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regard  to  her  women,  who  stood  all  in  the  capa- 
city of  secondary  wives  to  her  husband,  who  was 
ambassador  to  the  King  of  Cambodia*  On  leani- 

ingp  however,  that  this  would  prevent  him  from 
jfupming  to  them  the  gate  of  paradise,  they  all 
protested  that  they  would  rather  leave  him  and 
aaeh  look  out  for  a  husband  to  herself,  in  which 
search  the  lady  charitably  pledged  herself  to  as- 
sists On  these  conditions  they  received  baptism, 
whereupon  they  broke  in  pieces  their  idols,  and 
received  in  their  stead  Catholic  images;  then 
taking  from  their  neck  the  gold  chains  and  strings 
of  pearls  that  were  round  them,  put  on  Agnus 
Deis,  crosses,  medals  and  relics.   The  ambassa- 
dor arriving  home  soon  after,  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised at  seeing  them  thus  bedecked^  however, 
upon  their  earnest  representations,  and  the  ex- 
hortation of  the  friar,  he  soon  showed  favourable 
dispositions  for  becoming  a  convert.   Till  these 
appeared  tolerably  conhroied,  it  was  thought 
best  to  say  nothing  of  his  wives,  who  were  twen- 
ty-five in  number ;  but  when  he  began  to  press 
for  the  ceremony,,  the  missionary  judged  it 
needful  to  state  their  dismissal  as  a  requisite 
preliminary.   Hereupon,     like  fire  with  wai» 
^'  thrown  upon  it,  the  ambassador  presently  cool- 
^  ed/'   He  demanded  at  least  time  to  consider, 
and  next  day  sent  a  learned  omsaii  to  ai|^e  the 
matter.   The  missionaries  however  reasoned  so 
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weDy  that  the  ambassador  became  sensible  tbey 

had  right  on  their  side.    He  came  however  ask* 
ingf    is  there  no  remedy  or  dispensation  from  the 
Pope,  or  any  other  means,  though  never  so  dif- 
ficult»  to  have  this  point  remitted     We  told  him 

it  was  in  vain  to  seek  any  redress  whatsoever  in 
this  case.*'  The  ambassador  hereupon  piously 
lesolyed  to  obey,  and  gave  orders  that  the  whole 
should  be  dismissed  that  very  night.  The  ladies^ 
however,  who^  after  obtaining  the  boon,  seem  to 
have  thought  very  little  of  their  engagemeutSj  on- 
ly  laughed,  evidently  thinking  the  house  as  much 
theirs  as  his ;  and  even  the  principal  wife  rush- 
ed in,  declaring  these  were  persons  who  bad  been 
brought  up  with  her  from  her  infancy,  whom  she 
loved  as  her  children,  and  whose  services  she 
could  not  do  without  All  that  could  be  agreed 
to  was,  that  they  should  no  longer  officiate  as 
wives,  but  simply  as  her  attendants.  The  ambas* 
sador,  however,  confidentially  stated  to  the  friars, 
that  situated  as  he  was  thus  to  be,  with  all  hia 
quondam  wives  in  the  same  house,  he  could  by  no 
means  consider  his  virtue  as  fully  secured. 

Another  circumstance  from  which  the  mis- 
sionaries drew  some  important  benefits,  was  their 
knowledge  of  astronomy,  and  consequent  power 
of  predicting  eclipses.  These  were  truly  impor- 
tant phenomena ;  for  as  it  is  universally  understood 
in  (be  East,  that  a  huge  dragon  is  then  eude^i 
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vooring  to  devour  the  sinif  it  beeonm  iaonmbenfc 

that  the  King  inarch  out  with  his  whole  wmy^ 
that  ail  the  artiUery  be  firedv  every  dnm^  tnua* 
pet,  and  bell  throughout  the  empire  sounded, 
,  and  that  even  the  kitchen^maida  should  xattla 
their  pant  and  kettlee,  in  order  to  fijghten  the 
sQOQSter  from  thia  auschievous  attempt*  It  waa 
tiierefore  a  pretty  serious  dilemmat  when  the  astro» 
logers  having  predicted  an  eclipse  of  the  moon, 
the  friars  fixed  a  diffifirent  hour  and  day  for  it. 

The  governor  declared,  that  if  our  doctrine 
u  was  so  certain  and  infallible  in  these  bidden 

and  heavenly  things,  and  their's  so  erroneous," 
their  religious  doctrines  were  Ukely  also  to  possess 
an  equal  pre-eminence.  Accordingly,  when  their 
prophecy  proved  true,  he  declared    there  were 

no  such  men  as  the  fathers     and  their  skiU 

even  attracted  notice  at  court.    The  astrologers 

4here  some  time  after  were  able  to  pred^A  an 
eclipse,  but  not  to  know  that  it  would  be  invisi- 
ble I  disregarding  which,  the  king  led  out  his 
surmy  in  full  array  to  frighten  the  dragon  i  but 
was  nuich  disappointed,  and  his  esteem.  £ir  the 
lathers  greatly  raised,  by  no  eclipse  appealing* 
They  had  therefore  liberty  to  preach ;  and  the 
diidT  obstacle  arose  firom  the  unforlunaio  indio 

often  lamented  resemblance  between  their  own 
worship  and  that  of  the  natives.  The  latter  had 
•processions,  crosses,  strings  of  beads^  begging 
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tholic  Europe.  Our  author  protests,  in  despair, 
that  there  ia  not  a  dres^  office,  or  ceremony  in 
the  church  of  Rome,  to  which  the  devil  has  not 
here  provided  some  counterpart.  Even  when  he 
began  inveighing  againat  their  idols,  be  was 
answeredf  that  these  were  the  images  of  departed 
graat  men,  whom  they  worshipped  exactly  in  the 
^ame  principle  and  manner  as  the  Catholics  did 
the  images  of  the  apostles  and  martyrs. 

Our  author  vaunts  in  an  extraordinary  manner 
the  fertility  of  Cochinchiua,  occasioned  by  the 
lui  or  inundation  which  takes  place  in  Septem- 
ber^  and  is  so  complete,  that  th^r  sea  and  iand 
^  seem  to  be  all  of  a  piece/'  It  often  comes  on 
so  suddenly,  that  the  natives  are  imprisoned  in 
their  houses,  and  cattle  are  drowned,  when  they 
are  considered  the  property  of  the  first  that  can 
take  them.  There  is  thus  produced  the  greatest 
abundance  of  grain,  fruits,  and  cattle,  though 
they  have  no  dairy,     looking  on  it  as  a  sin  to 

milk  the  cows/'  He  mentions  as  peculiar  to 
.this  country  the  edible  birds*  nests,  so  much 
valued  in  China;  not  aware  that  they  are  pro* 
duced  through  all  the  Indian  Archipelago.  The 
pride  of  animal  nature  is  here  the  elephant, 
which  is  stated  to  be  larger  than  any  where  else 
in  the  worki,  and  double  that  of  India ;  a  fact 
partly,  at  least,  confirmed  by  Mr  Earrow.  They 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


050 


«ny  habitually  on  their  backs  a  coach  containing 
thirteen  persons,  with  which  they  often  cross 
bcwd  mm  $  and  oar  author  could  not  see  with- 

out  wonder     such  a  vast  lump  of  flesh  swimming 

**  under  such  a  weight."'  Uo  has  seen  them 
launch  a  vessel,  and  puU  up  large  trees  as  we 
would  do  a  cabbage  or  a  lettuce.  Their  dociUtj 
and  intelligence  are  also  wonderful,  the  funfre  or 
driver  laying  before  them  the  whole  plan  of  their 
journey,  when  the  elephant  performs  what  he  ex- 
pects from  him  as  regularly  as  any  man  of  good 
«  sense  could  do.^' 

Scarcely  any  country  in  tlie  world  is  so  happy 
in  harbours  as  Cochiuohina,  which  has  sixty  ex- 
cellent ones  in  a  coast  of  little  more  than  a  hun- 
dred leagues ;  the  two  best  in  the  bay  of  Turon. 
The  trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  vessels  from 
China  and  Japan,  resorting  to  a  fair  whicii  lasts 
for  four  months  in  the  year.  The  Cochinchinese 
manufacture  little  themselves,  and  are  curious  of 
foreign  commodities.  Till  lately  this  country  had 
been  a  province  of  Tonquin,  but  bad  been  render- 
ed independent  by  the  grandfather  of  .the  pre- 
sent King.  This  prince  could  levy  an  army  of 
80,000  men,  whom  he  had  trained  so  thoroughly 
to  the  use  of  fire-arms,  that  Europeans  could  not 
equal  them  in  firing  at  a  mark. 

The  Cochinchinese  have  the  same  outward 
forms  of  a^anneis  aud  behaviour  as  the  Chines^ 
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always  punctually  observing  all  niceties  but 

ibey  are  at  bottom  a  very  difierrat  people.  He 
describes  them  as  ^  the  most  courteous  and  affiible 
^  of  all  the  Eastern  nations and  Europeans, 
whom  the  others  naturally  abhor/'  are  treated 
by  them  with  the  greatest  kindness.  There  is 
also  much  love  and  concord  among  themselves ; 
and  it  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  most  vile  ac- 
tion,  if  one  man  eating  any  thing,  though  ever  so 
^*  little,  should  not  share  with  all  about  him,  giv- 
^  ing  every  one  a  bit.^'  They  make  it  a  rule,  in- 
deed, to  give  whatever  any  one  asks ;  in  return 
for  which,  they  expect  to  receive  whatever  they 
ask  themselves,  and  hold  the  refuser  ever  after  in 
utter  contempt ;  "  so  that  a  man  must  either 
*^  hide  or  be  ready  to  give  what  he  shews/'  They 
give  very  large  dinner  parties,  thirty  or  forty 
being  considered  very  small  ones  i  and  our 
author  has  seen  two  thousand*  A  person  of  very 
moderate  fortune  is  expected  to  give  at  least  a 
hundred  dishes,  piled  over  the  table  in  frames  of 

cane,  and  containing  every  variety  of  meat,  fish, 
fruit,  and  fowl,  which  the  country  ailbrds :  If 
^  but  one  were  wanting,  they  would  not  count  it 
a  feast.''  Our  author,  however,  had  but  little 
enjoyment  at  these  feasts*  nature  finding  a  very 
«  great  want  of  bread  and  wine/'  The  Ibrmer  is 
supplied  by  rice,  the  latter  by  a  spirit  distilled 
from  it}  while  between  meals  they  drink  hot 
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water»  with  the  root  of  the  tea  tree  infuaed  in  iL 

At  last  our  author  became  so  far  reconciled  to  this 
«  dieU  that  when  he  returned  to  France  he  co¥et- 
ed  nothing  but  the  rice  of  Cochinchina,  which 
I  thought  aatiafied  me  more  than  any  other 
thing/' 

Wmovv  touching  on  some  other  incidental 

narratives*  we  shall  proceed  to  the  account  of 
Cochinchina  given  by  one  of  the  moat  eminent  of 

modern  travellers,  who  has  done  so  much  to  ex- 
tend European  knowledge  of  £aatem  Asia.  Mr 
Barrow  enjoyed  opportunities  of  making  obser- 
vations upon  this  country,  while  proceeding  to 
China  as  secretary  to  Lord  Macartney^  embassy. 
Sickness  having  spread  through  the  ship  which 
conveyed  its  members,  they  were  induced  to 
touch  at  the  bay  of  Turon  for  supplies  and  refreahi- 
ment«  On  their  arrival,  however^  Manuel  Duom^ 
the  captain  of  a  Portuguese  vessel,  assured  them 
that  the  country  was  in  sucii  a  distracted  state* 
as  to  be  alt<^ther  incapable  of  affivdiilg  diem 
the  wisbed-for  supplies.  This  report  seemed  con# 
firmed  by  the  aspect  of  the  first  native  whom  they 
met,  a  fisheramu,  whose  aspect  was  so  haggard 
and  meagre,  and  his  dress  patched  of  so  many 

different  rags,  as  suggested  nothing  but  the  most 

extreme  misery*  However,  the  case  beixig  very 
wgenU  they  det^mined  to  wait  the  result  of  9 
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ftw  days*  obeervalioii.  The  nativas  at  first  pre* 

seated  provisioBs  very  scantily  and  timidly,  but 
at  iooD  at  they  understood  that  good  prices  were 
to  be  had  for  as  much  as  they  chose  to  bring,  the 
supply  increased  most  rapidly,  till  in  a  few  days 
a  plentiful  market  was  established.  Their  friend 
Manuel,  it  appeared,  to  serve  his  own  commercial 
jealousy,  had  made  an  entirely  false  report.  The 
natives  even  erected  on  the  shore  a  large  shed,  in 
which  they  prepared  daily  for  the  English  a  din- 
ner, consisting  of  several  hundred  small  bowls 
piled  in  rows  over  each  other*   These  were  jSUed 

with  various  preparations  of  meat,  fish,  and  vege- 

tahlea^  eaten  with  chop  sticks,  without  either 
taUe  linen,  knives,  ibrks,  or  plates.  After  dinner 
they  usually  repaired  to  the  theatre,  where  the 
actors  performed  the  whde  day  without  intermia- 
sion,  with  or  without  an  audience.  The  specta- 
Um  paid  no  fee  at  admission,  but  were  expected 
to  testify  their  approbation  by  throwuig  upon  the 
stage  a  due  number  of  small  copper  coins.  The 
dialogue,  unlike  the  Chinese,  was  light  and  comic, 
and  interspersed  with  much  music,  some  of  which 
was  soft  and  plaintive,  reminding  them  of  the 
Scotch  ;  but  in  general  the  main  object  was  the 
peoduction  of  a  noise  altogether  stunning  and 
tremendous,  compared  to  which  the  gentle  airs 
played  by  the  £nglish  were  judged  wholly  un^ 
worthy  of  notice.   This  part  of  Cochinchina  was 
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Aen  in  ponestion  of  a  rebel  cbief^  who  raided  et 

Hue,  about  forty  miles  in  the  interior.  The/ 
leceived  an  invitation  to  visit  him,  whicht  fiom- 
several  considerations,  they  did  not  judge  it  pru- 
dent to  accqptt  and  confined  themselves  to  an  ex- 
change  of  presents.  The  only  discourtesy  expe- 
rienced was  when  they  attempted  measurements 
of  different  points  on  the  coast ;  a  step  at  which 
the  most  marked  displeasure  was  expressedtf  An 
English  gentleman  having  attempted  to  penetrate 
up  the  river,  was  taken  and  put  in  close  confine* 
ment,  the  commanding  officer  at  the  place  amus^ 

ing  himself  with  brandishing  a  naked  scimitar 
over  his  head,  and  with  loading  bis  legs  with  enor* 
mous  wooden  and  iron  chains.  However,  evefy ' 
thing  else  being  done  to  forward  their  views,  they 
were  enabled,  in  less  than  a  month,  to  accom*  - 
plisli  all  their  views,  and  resume  the  prosecution 
of  their  voyage  to  China. 

Mr  Barrow  learned,  in  the  course  of  his  stay, 
that  extensive  revolutions  had  taken  place  in  this 
part  of  Asia.  In  1774^  Caung-shung,  the  reign- 
ing King,  became  the  victim  of  a  conspiracy 
formed  by  four  of  his  principal  subjects.  He  was 
dethroned,  and  supposed  to  be  put  to  death; 
while  the  rebek  not  only  divided  Cochinchina 
among  themselves,  but  conquered  the  extensive 
neighbouring  kingdom  of  Tonquin.  Meantime 
the  young  Prince,  on  the  presumption  of  his  fa« 
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therms  deaths  was  crowned  King  by  a  few  follow- 
ers ;  and  passed  through  a  series  of  adventureSt 
which  might  figure  in  the  pages  of  romance. 
Ader  some  vain  attempts  to  make  head  against 
the  usurper,  he  repaired  to  the  court  of  Siam, 
where  he  distinguished  himself  in  a  war  which 
was  waging  against  the  Birmans*  Incurring  the 
'jealousy  of  the  King,  he  escaped  from  Siam,  and 
in  concert  with  a  Jesuit  missionary  of  the  name 
of  Adran,  canle  oyer  to  France.  He  was  well  re- 
ceived  tl]ci-e  ;  and  in  17^7  a  very  remarkable  trea- 
ty was  concluded,  by  which,  in  return  for  being 
restored  to  his  native  dominions,  the  prince  agreed 
not  only  to  grant  to  the  French  ample  commercial 
privileges,  but  to  cede  the  bay  of  Turon  and  the 
neighbouring  island^  and  to  allow  them  to  levy 
and  discipline  troops  within  his  territories.  The 
execution  of  this  treaty,  which  might  have  changed 
the  aspect  of  the  Indian  world,  was  first  retarded 
by  accidental  circumstances,  and  finally  prevent- 
ed by  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  revidution. 
The  Prince,  however,  with  the  few  adherents 
whom  he  could  collect,  determined  to  try  bis  for- 
tune  in  Cochinchina.  He  came  at  a  most  auspi* 
cious  moment.  The  old  King  was  found  on  the 
solitary  island  of  Falowai,  where,  with  a  handful 
of  his  people,  he  had  subsisted  for  two  years  on 
herbs  and  roots.  The  usurpers  were  worn  out 
by  struggles  among  themselves,  and  the  people 
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ready  to  flock  to  the  standard  of  iheix  lawful 
sovereign*   Accordingly  he  cooa  aaaembled  tla 

army;  and  at  the  time  of  Mr  Barrow's  visit  was 
master  of  aii  Cambodia  and  Cochincbinay  except 
the  territory  upon  the  bay  of  Turon.  It  is  uq- 
deistood  that  he  has  since  included  it  within  his 
acquisitions,  and  that  he  has  even  extended  them 
to  Tonquin. 

The  reigning  monarch  of  Cochinchina  is  des- 
cribed as  almost  a  second  Peter.  In  the  course 
of  ten  years,  he  has  raised  his  navy- from  a  single 
vessel  to  twelve  hundred  of  various  descriptions* 
He  purchased  a  Portuguese  vessel  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  taking  it  to  pieces,  plank  by  plank» 
with  his  own  hands,  and  fitting  in  every  piece 

afresh,  till  a  new  one  was  constructed  on  the 

same  model.  He  has  been  equally  active  in  im* 
proving  his  army»  which  amounts  now  to  IIS^OOO, 
of  which  upwards  of  40,000  are  disciplined  after 
the  European  system.  He  is  said  to  prefier  the 
name  of  general  to  that  of  sovereign.  He  knows 
the  greater  part  of  his  army  by  name^  talks  to  the 
soldiers  of  their  adventures  and  exploits,  and  in- 
quires particularly  about  their  wives  and  children* 
He  is  the  main-spring  of  every  movement  which 
takes  place  within  his  kingdom  i  not  a  nail  is 
driven  in,  nor  a  gun  mountedt  widiout  consulting 
him.  Nor  has  he  overlooked  other  concerns  con* 
nected  with  the  more  solid  interests  of  his  king* 


Digitized  by  Google 


COCBtKCSIKA— •BAAROW* 


dont.  He  festered  the  culture  of  areda  and  betel, 
the  plantations  of  which  had  been  destroyed  hy 
the  usurping  govemment ;  he  encouraged  that  of 
silkf  sugar,  and  other  commodities  for  the  produc- 
tioD  of  which  his  tenitoria  are  well  fitted*  He 
has  done  much  also  iu  building  bridges,  and  f;^ci;- 
Utating  all  kinds  of  commeroial  inteixouzse. 

All  the  names  by  i^hich  the  countries  on  this 
coast  are  designated  by  Europeans,  are  unknown 
to  the  oatiires,  except  that  of  Tonquiu.  The  ap« 
pellation  of  Anan  or  Anian  is  generally  applied 
to  them.  Cambodia  is  called  Donnai,  and  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Cochinchina  receive  the  appella- 
tions of  Chang  and  Uu6.  All  these  territories 
were  once  included  in  the  Chinese  empire,  from 
which  they  were  severed  towards  the  end  of  the 
fourteenth  centuty.  The  external  forms  are  stili 
Chinese;  while  the  general  qpirit  and  charac^ 
ter  of  the  nation  exhibits  rather  a  striking  con- 
trast*  The  people  of  Cochinchina  have  thrown  * 
off  the  thick  shoes,  quilted  stockings^  and  stuffed 
petticoats,  with  which  the  Chinese  motions  are 
encumbered*  They  are  open,  familiar,  always 
gay  and  talking,  while  the  Chinese  are  reserved, 
always  grave,  and  wearing  the  appearance  of 
thoiqB[bt.  The  former  pay  little  regard,  either  in 
words  or  practice,  to  those  precepts  of  morality 
which  the  Chinese  ostentatiously  displi^  in  golden 
letters  on  all  their  streets  and  public  places*  Wo? 

yOL.  Ill*  R 
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men  are  not  confined,  and  are  entirely  exempted 
from  that  artificial  diminution  of  the  feet  which 
in  China  forms  an  effectual  bar  against  their  gad- 
ding abroad*    They  are  as  gay  and  unrestrained 
as  the  men ;  but  are  ungenerously  treated,  in  be- 
ing doomed  to  perform  all  those  labours  which 
require  the  greatest  bodily  strength.  Besides  the 
usual  domestic  tasks,  all  the  occupations  of  til- 
lage, carrying  the  goods  to  market,  the  steering  of 
boats,  and  even  the  repairing  of  the  cottages,  falls 
to  their  lot.  So  excessive,  indeed,  is  the  toil  they 
undergo,  that  the  natives  usually  remark  of  them, 
as  we  do  of  cats,  that  they  have  nine  lives,  and 
bear  a  great  deal  of  killing.  What  is  worse,  their 
virtue  is  openly  set  up  to  sale,  both  by  themselves 
and  their  friends ;  and  overtures  of  the  most 
shameless  kind  were  repeatedly  made,  even  by 
persons  of  distinction,  to  the  members  of  the 
embassy.    Hopes  were,  however,  entertained, 
that  in  the  parts  of  the  country  less  visited  by 
strangers,  more  decency  might  be  observed.  Mr 
Barrow  was  much  struck  with  that  promptitude 
in  asking  whatever  appeared  agreeable  to  them, 
which  was  remarked  by  the  missionaries;  nor 
docs  he  notice,  like  them,  the  readiness  to  give 
what  is  asked.    In  failure  of  begging,  stealing 
was  usually  employed  with  very  little  hesitation  ; 
even  officers  of  government  required  a  good  deal 
of  attention  to  prevent  them  from  employing  this 
mode  of  gratifying  their  wishes.  .». 
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The  religion  of  Cochinchina  appears  to  be  s 
modification  of  the  widely  extended  system  of 
Buddha  or  Fo,  though  its  ceremonies  are  car- 
ried on  with  less  pomp  and  formality  than  in 
China.  The  figures  of  Fo  were  often  placed  in 
cages  fastened  to  the  branches  of  the  banyan  tree, 
to  which  the  priest  ascended  by  a  ladder,  and 
presented  the  offerings.  Other  figures  are  kept 
in  little  caskets,  which  may  be  carried  even  in 
the  pocket.  Christianity  is  allowed  and  even  fa- 
voured by  the  present  King,  who  has  derived  be- 
nefit from  the  services  of  the  French  missionaries. 
All  other  religions  are  tolerated.  The  principle 
of  government  appears  to  be  the  same  as  China ; 
but  it  is  exercised  in  a  much  milder  manner,  the 
successive  pretenders  to  the  crown  having  con- 
tinual occasion  to  court  the  favour  of  the  people. 
Instead  of  the  cries  with  which  a  Chinese  village 
continually  echoed,  executed  by  the  application 
of  the  cangue  or  bamboo,  the  English  did  not 
witness  here  a  single  instance  of  legal  infliction. 

Mr  Barrow  is  strongly  of  opinion,  that  a  com- 
mercial establishment  on  the  coast  of  Cochinchina 
would  be  attended  with  considerable  advantage. 
This  people,  who  have  not  the  same  inveterate 
attachment  to  old  customs  as  the  Chinese,  might 
take  a  considerable  quantity  of  our  manufactures  j 
in  return  for  which  they  would  give  rice,  sugar, 
pepper,  sea-slug,  and  other  gelatinous  substances^ 
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which  are  in  constant  demand  at  the  markets  of 
Canton.  The  effect  would  be  the  same  as  if  we 
sent  our  commodities  directly  thither.  In  fact, 
Mr  Hastings,  in  177B,  made  arrangements  with  a 

mercantile  house  to  send  two  vessels  to  Cochin- 
china,  investing  a  member  of  the  firm  with  a 
demi-official  character.  The  Orientals,  however, 
pay  little  regard  to  the  character  of  merchant,  es- 
pecially as  connected  with  diplomatic  functions. 
The  expedition  called  at  several  ports,  and  even 
penetrated  to  Faifo,  the  capital,  but  without  be- 
ing able  to  find  confidence  anywhere,  and  at  last, 
being  drawn  into  actual  hostilities  with  the  ruling 
power  at  Hue,  narrowly  escaped  with  their  lives  . 
and  part  of  their  goods.  In  ISO  i*,  the  directors 
caused  another  mission  to  be  sent ;  but  the  per- 
son employed  knew  nothing  of  the  language,  and 
was  obliged  to  communicate  through  the  medium 
of  the  French  missionaries,  who  doubtless  caused 
every  thing  to  appear  in  the  most  unfavourable 
light  for  the  English.  The  consequence  was, 
that  the  King  received  them  in  a  very  cool  man- 
ner, and  allowed  it  plainly  to  appear,  that  the 
shorter  their  stay  was  made  it  would  be  the  more 
acceptable.  Mr  Barrow,  however,  is  of  opinion 
that  this  monarch  would  show  himself  by  no  means 
ill  inclined  to  the  English,  provided  a  royal  mis- 
sion were  sent,  composed  of  duly  informed  and 
jjuajified  perspii§._.  ,^  .  . 


> 


CHAPTER  li. 

fc&lNA— P0BTU6U£S£  AUD  SPANISH  DISC0Y£EI£^ 

fikti  J>kemm^^Tk$  Jndnakt^libmf  Pim^Fimtikii 
f^pori^'^Mikei from  Meako^Tke  Augmtimi^  The  JFhm^ 
citcans. — Ignatius, — Rich, — Navaraie, — iix^uiiton  ^  the 
Missionaricu 

China  is  not  a  name  new  to  the  iwder  of  the 

present  work^  This  celebrated  empire,  at  once 
tbe  most  civilized  and  most  distant  of  any  in  Asia, 
was  early  viewed  by  the  traveller  <^  that  cooti-' 
"  nent  as  the  grand  terminating  object  of  bis  career* 
Under  the  name  of  Seika»  it  seems  to  have  ibrm- 
ed  the  main  and  ultimate  point  of  those  Greek 
and  Roman  caravans  which  tnvversed  aad^ntfy 
tbe  entire  breadth  cf  central  Asia,  lb  tiie  early 
modern  travellers,  we  have  seen  it^  under  the 
name  of  Cathay,  fbrmiogail  object  equally  con*' 
spicuous*  The  Portuguese  navigators,  who  reach* 
ed  it  across  the  Indian  seas,  recognized  it  nnder 
the  name  of  China,  by  which  alone  it  is  there 
known  ^  but  some  time  elapsed  ere  Europeans 
became  fully  aware  that  this  China  was  the  same  ' 
country  with  the  Cathay  of  Marco  Polo  and  tbe 
early  tiarellefs. 
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Hie  Portuguese  at  Malacca  weie  not  Umg  of 

receiving  tidings  respecting  the  existence  and 
greatness  of  this  empire*  In  August  1J16^  Al- 
buquerque caused  Ra&el  Ferestrello  to  proceed 
to  Canton,  in  the  junk  of  a  native  merchant,  and 
collect  all  the  intelligence  in  his  power.  F«re»» 
trello  accomplished  his  voyage,  and  returned  to 
Midaeea  in .  th#  firiiowiag  Junc^  at  the  mmma 

when  Fernando  Perez  d'Andrada,  with  a  squa- 
dron of  eight  vessels,  was  hesitating  whether  to 
set  out  for  Bengal  or  Ckiiuu  The  tidings  given 
by  PerestreUo  made  him  prefer  the  latter,  and 
d^artai^  iaamedialely,  be  ibund  hioadf,  on  the 
XSth  August  1517,  in  the  road  of  Canton.  A 
laqge  CUnese  flotiUa  made  its  appeaiilK%lMim» 
ed  closely  round  the  Portuguese,  and  even  dis- 
charged aome  shots  over  their  heads^  Andcidap 
faMPever^  coettnutd  the  wbde  day  beating  hia 
trumpets,  and  nuddqg  signal  of  peace.  The 
GhtMs^did  iiotcoaetoaoy  iniley  ^  but  be  tail- 
ed forward  without  opposition  to  the  islaud  of 
Beniaga  (catted  bj  m  BaiikahaU)»  aad  aachesed  off 
the  port  of  Tamou,  which  we  have  greatly  changed 
to  Whampoa*  Here  he  found  Duarte  Goelhiv 
wiio^  in  coming  out  of  Use  river  ef'Siam,  had  en« 
gaged  a  large  fleet  of  Chinese  pirates,  and  being 
raigUy  baadled,  took  shelter  in  tbia  bafbeis;  Her 
stated,  that  the  fleet  which  had  placed  itself  in 
jealous  and  menacing  an  attitude^,  had  m  ab«^ 
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luUAy  hostile  dengo^  bat  mittefcljr  Mit  mt  by 

way  of  guard  and  precautiou.  By  bis  advice, 
Andrada  teat  a  iMsstofcr  to  thd  gcmmof  of 

Canton,  stating  that  he  came  from  the  King  of 
£(iitugalf  with  the  most  peaceable  iatentiooaiy  and 
wMiiiig  to  send  an  ambasiador  to  thai  Chineia 
^peror*  The  governor  replied,  that  he  was 
miitmBimf  mA  woQld  be  supplied  with  tvwy  tbiog 
lie  wanted,  but  that  be  could  not  be  permitted 
10  proceed  ftrther^  witfaont  the  peraiiMioii  of  the 

Pio  of  Nanto  (Nanciam),  who  was  instructed  to  . 
iwatoh  and  npott  respeeting  all  vessels  that,  en- 
^tored  the  bay.  A  mes^nger  wes  then  despatehed 
40  the  PiOf  who  replied  in  the  most  poUte  terms^ 
<tat  at  the  seme  time  coold  do  aothing  witboat 
^omaaunicating  with  the  governor  of  Canton. 
^n»^9srtiigttese  conHpaander  wea  thus  tossed  be- 
tween these  two  officers,  and  after  repeated  mes- 
ettgesy  saw  DO  pcospect  of  the  affiur  coming  to  any 
positive  issue*  At  length,  losing  patience,  he  put 
4ua  flotilla  in  motion^  determined  to  sail  into  the 
^latbour  of  Caatoo,  wMi  or  without  pefnttssten. 
His  purpose  was  frustrated  by  a  violent  storm, 
which  suddenly  arose  and  dtwe  bim  badht 
\vith  his  vessels  considerably  damsged.  The 
Chinese  were  supposed  to  view  this  incident 
with  no  little  satisfaction,  and  even  to  anticipate 
with  pleasure  the  Portuguese  being  obhged  to  re- 
mkk  Itoough  the  wiMer>  when  they  hoped  to  bo 
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able  to  treat  with  them  on  their  own  terms.  For 
this  reason,  boardsi  planks,  and  every  thing  which 
could  serve  for  the  repair  of  the  vessels,  were 
carefully  withheld*  Fernando,  however,  by  ac- 
tively and  skilfully  using  the  superfluities  of  his 
own  vessels,  succeeded  in  putting  the  squadron 
soon  into  sailing  condition.  He  then  proceeded 
with  his  two  best  vessels  to  Nanto,  where,  after  a 
long  discussion  with  the  Pio,  he  wrung  out  from 
him  permission  to  enter  the  harbour  of  Canton, 
and  pilots  to  conduct  him  thither.  His  arrival 
there  somewhat  startled  the  Canton  authorities ; 
however,  upon  proper  explanation,  it  was  toler- 
ably acquiesced  in.  He  was  told,  however,  that 
the  three  governors,  who,  according  to  the  gra- 
dation of  their  rank,  were  called  Tutam,  Cantam, 
and  Chumpim,  being  then  absent,  no  audience 
could  take  place  till  their  return-  It  was  after- 
wards understood  that  this  absence  was  a  mere 
manoeuvre,  to  dazzle  the  Portuguese  by  the  pomp 
of  their  entry.  This  took  place  on  three  succes- 
sive days,  each  rising  above  the  other  by  the  dig- 
nity  of  the  person,  and  the  splendour  of  the  cere- 
mony. The  river  could  not  be  seen  for  the  mul- 
titude of  boats  waving  with  silken  flags  of  various 
colours.  The  walls  of  the  city  also,  and  lofty 
masts  erected  within  it,  streamed  with  ensigns  of 
silk  so  large,  that  they  might  have  served  as  sails  to 
ships  of  war.   Andrada  was  then  invited  on  shore 
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to  an  audience,  but  chose  rather  to  send  Joannes 
Empole  his  factor,  with  as  splendid  a  retinue  as 
postible.  The  factor  then  stated,  that  they  came 
from  the  King  of  Portugal,  and  more  imme- 
diately from  AUraiquerqae  bis  general,  who  learn* 
ing  that  the  King  of  China  was  the  greatest  sove* 
reign  in  all  the  East,  and  his  people  the  wisest 
and  most  prudent,  was  desirous  to  open  a  com* 
munication  with  iiim,  and  had  therefore  brought 
an  ambassador,  with  letters  and  a  presents  The 
governors  expressed  pleasure  at  their  conung,  and 
requested  that  the  ambassador  might  coma  on 
shore,  where  he  would  be  supplied  with  every 
thing,  and  might  wait  till  the  pleasure  of  the 
King  was  known  as  to  his  proceeding  to  the  capi* 
tal*  This  ambassador  was  Thom^  Pires,  who 
exerdsad  the  somewhat  humble  occopation  of  an 
apothecary,  but  who  is  said  to  have  possessed  an 
intelltgence^  application,  and  address,  which  ad* 
mirably  suited  him  for  the  high  office  with  which 
he  was  to  be  invested.  The  commander  found 
h^e  thiree  vessels  from  the  Leqnio  (Loochoo) 
Islands,  and  would  have  proceeded  thither  ^  but 
the  lateness  of  the  season  rendering  this  impos* 
sible,  he  returned  to  Malacca. 
Fernando  d' Andrada  left  a  favourable  impres* 

sion,  and  no  opposition  was  made  to  Portuguese 

mtfchants  coming  to  the  port  of  Tamou,  and  dis- 
chaigipg  their  cargoes.   In  1518.  his  brother. 
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dron.  Simon,  it  is  admitted,  "  was  pompous  and 
l^oiioufl^  and  did  all  tbuigs  vitb  great  majeit.]F«'* 
Ha  began  with  erectinf  a  fettificaiim  an  ^ 
idand,  contrary  ta  every  Chinese  x^uiation  ^  and 
in  fiont  of  it  he  laiaad  a  piisoB,  whiek  wn  wm 
nounced  as  destined  for  all  those  Chinese  who 
ahould  do  any  iiqury  to  the  Portngueie.  Several 
ships  having  come  in  from  Siam  and  Cambodia^ 
Andrada  took  strong  measurea  to  prevent  theas 
from  receiving  any  cargo  till  his  vessel  was  first 
supplied.  There  eztatedy  it  seemsi  auch  a  right 
in  the  East  inr  favour  of  the  first  comer ;  but  the 
Chinese  disapproved  entirely  of  the  manner  in 
iN^h  it  was  here  enfinreed.  But  the  wrong 
which  they  considered  most  deadly,  was  the  num- 
ber of  childreBv  belonging  even  to  persona  of  die* 
tinction^  whom  he  bought  as  slaves.  There  is  a  re* 
gular  formula  in  China  for  selling  children.  The 
fhtber  and  mother  go  to  the  judge,  whoaeaeeratary 
writes  down  on  a  paper  their  names,  and  the  obli« 
gation  nnder  whidi  they  come  to  deliver  up  tte 
child  as  the  property  of  the  purchaser.  The 
&ther  then  pots  a  coarse  cotooring  matter  on  the 
palm  of  his  hand,  and  impresses  it  on  the  psq[>erf 
md  does  the  same  with  the  sole  of  hia  right  footf 
after  whkii  the  chfld  is  ddfvered  up,  and  the  aa^ 
ney  received*   The  Portuguese  were  not  awarif 

that  in  conaequeooe  of  the  ready  iMrkel^  aa  wsU 
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the.  slaves  brought  to  them  were  atoien,  and  were 
Hm  niftpiBg  of  wMkhy  pamili;  besidei^  tbpl 
the  poorest  vkwed  in  a  veiy  different  light  theif 
ofafldftD  bifDg  held  in  a  genile  dnety  at  htMit^ 

and  being  sold  to  a  strange  and  foreign  people, 
hf  whom,  it  vm  currently  reiK»ted»  they  wece 
iHttBsdiately  roaitod  and  eatan*  Time  diKMNW 
tant^  grew  always  stronger  and  stronKer^  and 
mme  ihiftiMr  heightened  on  seeing  the  Portugueie 
fleet  reinforced^  by  the  arrival  first  of  one,  and 
than  of  two  a^dtriAPsV  Tfiflfln    At  length  the 

Chinese  governor  determined  to  proceed  to  the 
last  extremity*  Me  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  fifty 
Teasels,  which  surroanded  and  attatked  the  Poiw 
tuguese.  By  the  advantage  of  skill  and  situation 
they  stood  out  for  ioine  time^  hot  ftond  at  length 
that  they  could  nat  long  maintain  their  ground 
agninat  soeh  fearful  odds.  Colleetaigr  thenfoie^ 

themselves  and  their  most  valuable  effects  into 
the  tfarae  best  shi|is»  they  made  a  vigorous  o&M^ 
cut  Ifaeif  way  through,  and  returned  to  Kalaeca* 
«1he  result  was,  that  the  Portuguese  were  cooh 
pletely  ecrdndsid  fiosn  ail  the  petta  and  seas  of 
China. 

•  We  hawe  now  In  tmce  the  caicer  <rf  the  ambasN 

sador  Pires.  He  was  long  detained  at  Canton, 
in  coDseauennB  of  fcH^  ezeessijve  cautiou  of  thn 
Chinese  govemment»  which  sent  three  successive 
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mmMgiB,  nakiog  tbe  most  miaute  inqiiiry  into 

his  character  and  intentions*  Before  he  obtained 
p^miasion  to  proceed,  Simon  d'Aadnda  waa  al* 
feady  armedi  though  har  bad  not  yet  become  m 
tremely  odious.  At  length  Fires  sailed  for  the 
capital  in  a  apfendid  baik»  mth  atlkan  flagi,  nad 
an  awning  also  of  silk  to  screen  him  from  the 
iVMther.  He  paased  the  range  of  motmlaias 
which  separate  northern  from  southern  China^  and 
in  £(Hxr  montha  arrived  at  Nanquin,  where  he  waa 
ordered  to  attend  hia  majesty  at  Pekhk  A  oon* 
aiderable  time  then  elapsed  before  be  obtained 
any  notioe»  tbe  King  being  employed  in  imrcatu 
gating  and  punishing  a  conspiracy  set  on  foot  by 
one  of  hia  relattona*  At  length  be  aent  far  tbe 
letters,  which  were  three,  from  the  King  of  Pimp* 
tugaly  irom  Andrada,  and  from  the  governor  of 
Canton.  Tbe  two  firat  were  coucbed  in  tbe  uamd 
terms  of  address  to  sovereign  princes  ^  but  the 
translators,  not  acoouottng  theae  duly  reqMctfuIv 
ibtmed  other  letters  entirely  different,  better  cat- 
cuiatedj  aa  they  thoqgbtt  ibr  the  peruaal  of  tbeir  ini« 
perial  master.  They  stated,  that  the  King  of  the 
I'rangi  bad  now  sent  this  ambassador  to  tbe  Son  of 
Heaven  and  Lord  of  tbe  World,  for  tbe  purpoae 
of  acknowledging  himself  his  vassal,  and  solicit* 


Si 

11 

to  every  writing  of  the  kings  tributary  to  China* 

Xbe  letter  of  the  governor  of  Canton  waa  then 
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read)  which  was  not  absolutely  hostile  to  the  Poi^-i 
tuguese»  the  grand  causes  of  dissenaioQ  iiotiiav«« 
iog  jet  ariacD.  It  ateted,  tiM  ftfaejr  86ught  per* 
mission  to  establish  a  factory  at  Canton;  that 
tli8y  Ind  Jtaken  MalaoBS»  and  .were  very  powerfbi 
in  the  lodian  seas  ;  and  .finallyy  described  them 
m  pcfsoBa  cf  very  laSty  prctenaions»  and  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  satisfy.  The  tenor  of  these  let- 
tersy  ao  .slrangeiy  difiereot,  threw  the  imperial 
comt  into  llile  greatest  perplexity;  and  they 
be^n  to  suspect  tiiat  the  whole  was  a  pretext^ 
and  Cirea  mately  a  spy.  About  the  aame  time 
came  other  letters,  representing  the  Portuguese 
in  a  mudi  more  imlavourable  light;  atiuii^  that 
they  had  driven  out  the  King  of  Bintam,  in  the 
Malayan  peninaula»  who  was  a  vasaal  of  the  i^m- 
]ieror»  and  had  reoci^ed  bta  seal ;  that  they  were 
behaving  at  Canton  in  the  most  imperious  man- 
Mr»  and  were  sending  ships  to  aorvey  the  coeat. 
Hereupon  Fires  was  refused  an  interview.;  but 
farther  proceedings  were  suspended  by  the  Em- 
peror's illness  and  deatli.  His  successor,  having 
iaq uired  into  the  aHair,  rejected  the  advice  given 
by  hia  oeuncil  ef  putting  to  death  Purea  aa  a  spy, 
buf  remanded  him  to  Canton,  to  be  there  treated 
aa  firlhir  'experience  and  inquiry  might  naka 
him  apiiear  to  deserve.  When  Pires  arrived  at 
GmitlMii^  opmi  war  bad  enaued»  ind  every  thingf 
Portuguese  was  considered  as  hostile.  He 
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therefore  thrown  into  prison,  where  he  soon  after 
died. 

After  this  catastrophe,  rigorous  orders  were 
issued  that  not  a  Portuguese  vessel  should  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  harbours  of  China,  or  even 
to  approach  its  coasts.  A  number  of  years 
elapsed  ere  the  mutual  wants  of  commerce  led  to 
an  agreement,  by  which  they  were  allowed  to  land 
and  erect  tents  on  the  island  of  Sanciam.  About 
the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  they  obtained  a 
much  more  important  concession.  The  coast  of 
China  being  ravaged,  and  Canton  itself  blockaded 
by  a  very  formidable  pirate,  they  were  applied  to 
for  aid,  when  they  defeated  and  killed  the  pirate, 
and  took  Macao,  where  his  head-quarters  had 
been  established.  In  gratitude  for  so  important 
a  service,  the  Emperor  granted  them  the  valuable 
privilege  of  forming  an  establishment  upon  this 
island,  though  cooped  up  within  very  narrow 
limits. 

The  discovery  of  this  vast  and  opulent  empire 
could  not  fail  to  excite  a  strong  sensation  in  Eu- 
rope, and  to  give  rise  to  various  and  extravagant 
rumours.  The  Venetian  senate  felt  always  a  pe- 
culiar interest  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  East. 
I  have  seen  a  manuscript  report  of  considerable 
length,  but  without  name  or  date,  made  to  them 
on  the  subject  of  China.   The  writer  begins  with 
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long  details  from  Marco  Polo,  Haiton,  and  a 
"  Cavaliere  Inglese,"  whom  I  presume  to  be  Man- 
deville.  He  then  assures  their  excellencies,  that 
a  person  of  the  greatest  integrity,  who  had  been 
many  years  in  all  parts  of  India,  never  heard  of 
such  a  city  as  Quinsai  in  China,  The  capital  of 
that  empire  was  Pacyn  (Pekin),  which  differed 
from  Quinsai  in  situation  and  many  other  parti- 
culars. About  ^60  leagues  south  from  Pacyn, 
however,  was  Lanchi,  (the  Portuguese  name  for 
Nankin),  not  like  Quinsai  unless  in  its  lake,  but 
greater  and  more  stupendous.  It  was  described 
as  seated  upon  four  great  rivers,  along  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  it  extended  for  three  days*  jour- 
ney; as  containing  1,800,000  houses  of  moderate 
height,  but  built  of  stone;  as  surrounded  by 
many  most  delightful  enclosed  gardens;  as  hav- 
ing the  surrounding  hills  cut  so  as  to  serve  for  a 
wall.  All  goods  from  China  to  other  countries, 
and  other  countries  to  it,  pass  through  Lanchi. 
The  whole  empire  is  represented  so  fertile  and 
populous  as  to  be  properly  one  great  city,  having 
for  its  walls  the  ocean  on  the  east,  the  mountains 
on  the  north,  and  the  rivers  on  the  west.  • 

Another  somewhat  curious  account  is  contain* 
ed  in  an  English  pamphlet  of  a  few  pages,  trans^ 
lated  from  a  Spanish  original,  and  entitled,  The 

strange  and  marvellous  newes  lately  coqie  from 
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"  the  great  kingdom  of  Chyna,  which  adjoineth 
unto  the  East  India/'  The  notice  is  mention- 
ed as  having  come  by  the  way  of  Mexico,  and  as 
not  generally  known,  but  "  remaineth  among 
V  worshipful  personages.**  He  says  "  a  credyble 
"  person  dooth  declare,**  that  the  Spaniards,  Irom 
certain  islands  (the  Philippines),  had  sailed  40 
leagues  along  the  coast  of  China,  had  landed 
and  engaged  in  some  conflicts  with  the  natives. 
Their  ambassadors  soon  penetrated  to  a  large  city, 
40  leagues  inland,  surrounded  by  a  double  wall, 
and  governed  by  a  viceroy.  They  found  here 
^*  many  doctors  and  lawiers,  which  weare  four 
cornered  caps  made  of  hair;  other  licentiats 
"  who  use  round  bonetts  like  unto  Portui^all 
"  priests ;  also  many  religious  persons  who  go 
"  with  shaven  heads,  having  one  locke  of  haire 
**  hanging  over  eche  eare.'*  During  their  whole 
stay  they  did  not  see  fifty  women,  and  remarked 
the  defective  feet  of  these  fair  ones,  oddly  assert- 
ing, that  "  when  they  are  borne  they  use  to  wrest 
"  one  of  their  legs,  whereof  they  ever  remain 
"  lame,  because  they  should  continually  kepe 
"  their  houses.**  He  mentions  also  the  long  nails 
used  by  the  men,  but  misses  probably  the  real 
cause,  when  he  describes  it  as  "  a  profitable  thing 
for  the  warres.'*  Specimens  of  Chinese  dress 
were  brought  to  Mexico,  consisting  of  many 
rich  pieces  of  cloth  of  gold,  silk,  and  purple^ 
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viceroy  of  Mexico  was  so  much  Eioved  by  these 
dbecriftiims  and  spccim^^  thet  he  was  prcptriBg 

an  expedition  of  a  thousand  men,  with  which  he 
ttxpected  to  conquer  all  Cbina;  and.it  is  added^ 
Asi  the  citizens  are  moved  with  desire  to  go 
^  thitbec  for  love  of  the  great  quantity  of  gold.'^ 

Wjs  have  had  repeated  occasion  to  observe  the 
aident»  thou^  not  always  enlightened  zeal,  vitk 

which  the  Roman  Catholic  orders  sought  to  pro- 
pagate their  faith  throughout  the  ImsU  Witb 
ibis  disposition  it  was  not  likely  that  the  vast  and 
populous  empire  of  China  should  escape  their 
aoticcw  St  Franfois  Xavier^  indeed,  the  great 
apostle  of  the  Indies,  merely  touched  at  Canton 
en  his  way  to  Japan,  which  appeared  to  ott$t  a 
fairer  promise*  But  it  was  not  long  before  re« 
pealed  attempts  weve  made,  from  the  aide  of  the 

Philippines,  to  overcome  the  barrier  which  oppose 
ed  the  entrauce  into  this  great  empire  of  every 
ftnnger,  more  especially  of  tiioee  who  had  any 
snhovation  to  introduce. 

The  ooast  of  China  was  then  infested  by  a 
pirate  of  the  name  Limahon,  who  spread  de^ 
inufealion  tbrot^b  all  tbe  neighbouring  aeaa*  Hav# 

ing  ventured,  however,  on  the  coast  of  the  Philip* 

pines»  be  enoountered  a  Spanish  squadron,  by 
9iUeb  he  was  defeated^  driven  up  a' river,  and  so 
YouWf  a 
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closely  blockaded,  that  bis  escape  was  considered 

impossible.  In  this  crisis  a  Chinese  squadron  ar- 
rived in  chase  of  the  pirate,  whose  commanders, 
Omoncon  and  Sinsai,  were  so  highly  gratified  by 
finding  the  extremity  to  which  the  Spaniards  had 
reduced  him,  that  they  assured  the  governor  he 
might  depend  upon  obtaining  almost  any  favour 
from  the  monarch  of  China  which  he  chose  to  ask. 
It  was  determined  to  improve  this  for  the  attain- 
ment of  their  favourite  object  j  and  the  Chinese 
officers  readily  agreed  to  convey  into  China  two 
friars  of  the  order  of  St  Augustin,  who  had  lately 
arrived  from  Mexico,  with  hopes  of  their  being 
permitted  to  remain  and  to  teach  their  religious 
system.  Taking  with  them  two  soldiers,  they  de- 
parted from  Manilla  in  June  1575,  and  soon  ar- 
rived at  the  port  of  Tansuso  in  the  province  of 
Fokien.  They  found  the  shore  covered  with 
a  great  body  of  men  drawn  up  in  military  array, 
which  they  understood  to  be  in  honour  of  them. 
They  were  not,  however,  permitted  to  land  without 
a  written  order  from  the  governor ;  but  they  were 
then  handsomely  accommodated  and  supplied  with 
every  thing  at  the  expense  of  the  Chinese  govern- 
ment. The  Insuanto,  or  provincial  governor  at 
Chincheu,  was  understood  to  have  sent  a  list  of 
directions,  in  which  every  accommodation  to  be 
afforded,  and  even  every  dish  to  be  put  on  their 
tables,  was  minutely  specified.  After  three  days 
they  let  out  for  Chincheu.  In  this  journey  they  saw 
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mtib' surprise  not  a  foot  of  land  uncultivated^  and 
town  foUowing  town  so  closely,  that  it  appeared 
all  one  town.  When  they  asked  the  name  of  places 
coutaioing  10  or  12,000  people,  they  were  told 
tiiat  tbeae  were  not  worth  naming,  and  that  they 
should  wait  till  they  came  to  towns  of  some  con- 
seqoence.  In  entering  Chincheu,  they  passed 
over  one  of  the  finest  bridges  in  the  world,  800 
paces  in  length,  and  composed  of  stones  feet 
long  by  -5  broad.  The  river  was  so  covered  with 
vessels  and  barks,  that  the  water  could  not  be  seen, 
and  the  streets,  though  three  times  as  broad  as 
usual  in  Spain,  could  not  contain  the  multitudes 
that  flocked  to  see  the  CasHHam  pass.  They 
were  still  more  delighted  next  day  in  going 
through  the  most  qplendid  of  the  streets  to  the 
governor's  palace.  The  edifices  and  triumphal, 
arches  were  so  superb,  the  shops  filled  with  such 
precious  commodities,  and  the  multitude  of  people 
so  incredible,  that  they  remained  astonished,  and 
as  it  were  out  of  themselves.  Force  was  required 
to  effect  their  entrance  through  the  crowd  into 
the  palace,  and  they  were  then  ushered  into  a 
most  magnificent  ball.  Here  they  received  the 
unwelcome  notice,  that  an  audience  of  the  gover^ 

nor  was  not  to  be  obtained,  unless  they  should 
place  themselves  on  their  knees,  and  remain  fix* 
ed  in  that  attitude  during  the  whole  interview. 
Hereupon  a  pretty  warm  discussion  arose,  the. 
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soldiers  imisting  that  this  was  altogether  a  base 
and  unworthy  submission ;  but  they  were  over- 
ruled by  the  friars,  unwilling  that  any  scruple 
of  this  kind  should  frustrate  their  mission.  On 
these  terms  the  interview  passed  in  the  most 
amicable  manner,  and  mutual  presents  were  ex- 
changed. The  Insuanto  afterwards  sent  for  the 
two  soldiers  by  themselves,  and  put  many  ques- 
tions respecting  the  affair  of  Limahon,  in  the 
course  of  which  it  transpired  that  the  Chinese 
officer  had  given  the  most  false  and  vain-glorious 
account  of  the  transaction,  claiming  for  himself 
the  merit  of  all  that  had  been  done  by  the  Spa- 
niards. The  Insuanto,  however,  seemed  rather  dis-* 
posed  to  believe  them  than  him,  and  he  soon  after 
invited  the  whole  party  to  a  magnificent  dinner.' 
Before  each  of  the  friars  were  placed  seven  tables, 
and  before  each  of  the  soldiers  five,  respect  being 
shewn  by  the  number  of  tables.  One  was  cover- 
ed with  gilt  cannisters,  in  which  sugar  and  con- 
fectionary were  formed  into  the  shapes  of  castles, 
dogs,  bulls,  elephants,  and  various  other  objects. 
The  other  tables  contained  dishiis  of  fowl,  eggs, 
bacon,  beef,  and  meat  of  every  kind,  with  fruits 
and  confections,  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  each 
person  had  upwards  of  fifty  dishes.  The  services 
were  arranged  in  a  circle,  in  the  interior  of  which 
plays,  music,  and  games  of  various  kinds  were 
performing  during  the  whole  time  of  dinner, 
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which  lasted  four  hours*  At  the  close  of  the  en« 
tertainment  the  Insuanto  sent  for  them,  and  ad- 
vised them  to  go  to  the  viceroy  at  Auchieo, 
(Outcheon),  who  could  alone  give  a  definitive 
answer  to  their  demands.  The  friars  readily  con- 
sented, and  lost  no  time  in  setting  out.  In  a  few 
days  they  arrived  at  Auchieo,  and  had  travelled 
through  the  suburbs  for  about  half  a  league,  when 
a  message  came  from  the  viceroy,  advising  them 
to  delay  their  entrance  till  next  morning.  The 
advice  was  equivalent  to  a  command ;  and  he  ao« 
companied  it  with  a  supper  so  plentiful,  that  it 
might  have  sufficed  a  hundred  men,  not  only  for 
that  night's  supper,  but  for  next  day's  dinner. 
Next  morning  they  travelled  an  hour  and  a  half 
through  the  suburbs  ;  and  had  they  not  been  told, 
they  would  never  have  doubted  them  to  be  the 
city.  They  passed  a  great  river  by  three  bridges, 
so  lofty  that  large  ships  could  pass  under  them. 
At  length  they  reached  the  entrance  of  Auchieo; 
where  a  large  body  of  nobles  were  drawn  up 
to  receive  them,  with  a  crowd  of  spectators  so 
immense,  that  it  seemed  to  them  as  if  the  whole 
world  was  assembled.  They  were  soon  after 
introduced  in  great  pomp  to  the  viceroy,  in  whose 
presence  they  kneeled  without  hesitation.  He 
asked  them  if  they  had  any  mission  from  the 
King ;  and  on  being  answered  in  the  negative, 
dismissed  them  very  abruptly,  saying  that  he 
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would  consider  the  subject,  but  that,  from  the 
distance  of  the  emperor,  it  would  be  some  time 
before  his  pleasure  could  be  known.    He  gave 

them  a  dinner,  however,  in  the  same  stjle  as  that 
at  Chincheu,  but  more  splendid,  and  at  which  a 
regular  comedy  was  performed.  A  considerable 
time  elapsed  without  any  decisive  answer ;  dur- 
ing which  the  missionaries  employed  themselves 
in  going  about  Auchieo,  observing  the  city  and 
people,  and  purchasing  books.  These  proceed- 
ings, however,  roused  the  jealousy  of  the  viceroy, 
who  directed  that  they  should  remain  in  their 
own  house,  and  ordered  every  one  to  be  beaten 
who  carried  any  thing  to  them  to  sell.  They 
learned  also  that  Omoncon  and  Sinsai  had  quarrel- 
led, and  were  giving  reports  of  the  affairs  of  Li- 
mahon  in  which  each  contradicted  the  other,  and 
both  the  missionaries,  so  that  the  viceroy  was  be- 
ginning to  doubt  if  there  was  any  truth  at  all  in 
the  matter.  In  short,  a  meeting  of  the  provin- 
cial council  was  held,  in  which  it  was  determined 
that  the  friars  should  quit  China  without  delay. 
This  was  announced  to  them  in  a  manner  which 
admitted  of  no  dispute,  but  at  the  same  time  with 
great  courtesy.  They  received  an  entertainment 
more  splendid  than  any  former  one,  and  were 
escorted  back  to  the  coast  with  great  state  and 
attention.  They  arrived  at  Manilla  on  the  28th 
October  1577. 
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.  The  event  of  this  mission  afforded  littl^  hope  ? 
of  any  license  being  ever  obtained  to  reside  or 
preach  in  China.    Yet  two  years  after,  a  body  of  - 
Franciscans  determined,  at  every  hazard,  to  find 
their  way  into  an  empire,  where  they  understood 
that  there  were  such  an  infinite  number  of  souls 
in  the  chains  of  Satan.    They  fitted  out  a  small 
vessel,  in  which  four  friars  embarked,  with  three 
soldiers  and  one  native  Chinese,  whose  services 
they  had  engaged  at  Manilla.    On  approaching 
the  coast  of  China,  they  met  three  vessels,  whom 
they  begged  to  assist  in  their  design  ;  but  when 
those  on  board  heard  that  they  were  attempting 
to  enter  China  without  license,  they  hoisted  all 
their  sails,  declaring  it  was  as  much  as  any  one's 
life  was  worth  to  be  seen  in  their  company.  They 
found  their  way  into  the  Bay  of  Canton,  where 
they  saw,  as  it  were,  a  city  of  ships,  all  of  which,* 
however,  fled  from  them  as  from  a  pestilence* 
They  therefore  moved  their  vessel  into  the  middle 
of  the  river ;  and  by  taking  down  the  sails,  and 
every  thing  which  could  render  them  conspi*- 
cuous,  succeeded  miraculously,  as  they  conceived, , 
in  reaching  the  shore  without  attracting  notice. 
They  even  landed,  and  began  to  walk  upon  the. 
pier;  but  their  very  extraordinary  costume  at 
length  drew  the  attention  of  the  multitude.  A 
crowd  collected  round  them,  confounded  with; 
whiph  they  entered  the  city,  without  being  ob^i 
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gerved  by  the  guards,  who,  however,  being  in- 
formed of  this  oversight,  which  made  them  liable 
to  severe  punishment,  hurried  af\er  them,  and 
rudely  pushed  them  out.  A  Chinese  Christian, 
who  happened  to  be  in  the  crowd,  then  came  up, 
and  told  them  they  must  return  to  the  bark  in  the 
first  instance,  but  he  soon  came  to  them  with  an 
order  to  land,  and  to  appear  before  a  magistrate. 
They  found  this  person  seated  in  such  pomp,  and 
so  richly  dressed,  that  had  they  not  been  told, 
they  would  have  believed  him  to  be  the  governor 
of  Canton.  A  body  of  men  attended,  with  large 
canes,  ready  to  execute  prompt  sentence  upon  all 
culprits.  Being  then  required  to  state  their  mo- 
tive for  landing,  they  replied,  they  had  braved 
every  danger  in  order  to  reach  China,  on  a  mis- 
sion fraught  with  the  most  important  benefits  to 
that  country,  the  nature  of  which  they  fully  ex- 
plained, and  trusted  he  would  not  obstruct  them 
in  the  fulfilment  of  it.  Their  Chinese  friend, 
who  acted  as  interpreter,  judged  this  a  very  inex- 
pedient reply,  and  preferred  to  deliver  one  wholly 
of  his  own  invention.  He  stated,  that  they  were 
boly  men  like  the  Bonzes  ;  that  they  had  not  the 
remotest  intention  of  entering  China,  but  in  sail- 
ing from  the  island  of  Luzon  to  that  of  Hilocos, 
had  been  shipwrecked,  and  had  saved  themselves 
in  this  little  bark,  when  they  were  obliged  to  com- 
mit it  to  the  guidance  of  the  waves,  which  bad ' 
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driven  them  into  the  Bay  of  Canton.  The  friars 
did  not  learn  till  long  after  the  metamorphosis 

through  which  their  speech  had  passed  ;  and  they 
h^d  reason  to  believe,  that  but  for  it  they  would 
have  been  either  thrown  into  prison,  or  put  imme- 
diately on  shipboard,  with  private  instructions  to 
the  captain  to  throw  them  overboard.  The  ma- 
gistrate>  however,  was  mollified  by  the  answer, 
and  having  examined  over  and  over  the  contents 
of  the  bark,  found  them  to  correspond  with  the 
statement.  The  view  of  the  relics,  the  images, 
and  particularly  of  a  black  polished  stone,  shining 
like  glass,  which  they  used  as  an  altar,  pleased 
him  and  put  him  in  good  humour.  The  deci- 
sion of  the  case  was  delayed,  and  they  underwent 
repeated  examinations,  without  any  final  resolu- 
tion being  formed.  In  the  mean  time,  they  were 
obliged  to  obtain  their  subsistence  by  begging, 
which  being  contrary  to  the  law  of  China,  increas- 
ed the  jealousy  of  the  authorities.  However,  the 
Viceroy  at  Auchieo  hearing  that  strangers  in  a 
strange  garb  were  arrived  at  Canton,  was  moved 
with  curiosity  to  see  them,  and  they  set  out  for 
that  city.  They  were  equally  struck  as  their 
brethren  by  the  vast  population  upon  the  road, 
so  that  they  thought  it  should  be  called,  not  the 
kingdom,  but  the  city  of  China.  They  were  sur- 
prised by  a  singular  mode  of  ploughing,  with  one 
bufiklo,.  and  the  ploughman  riding  upon  it.  Ou 


.StU  CHINA.  ... 

tbfiir  arrival  ai  Auchiao^  tbe  htkm  w«re  ooiw 
dbctod  to  the  pahoe,  and  uihered  in  at  ihd  gaii^ 
aaatd  a  tremendous  report  of  artillery^  druma^ 
trunipetiy  and  varioos  muflical  ina^  They 
found  the  viceroy  io  tbe  seat  of  justice,  compos- 
ed  of  ivory  and  gold*  while  on  the  oppoiite  mil 

"Was  painted  the  figure  of  a  huge  dragon,  vomit- 
ing £re.  A  guard  of  two  thousand  aoldieni  at* 
traded,  which  they  were  surprhed  to  find  all 
TartarSt  without  one  native  Chinese*  While  the/ 
were  in  watting  the  viceroy  paaaed  lantence  upon 
fifty  culprits,  who  were  punished  on  tbe  spot,  by 
bebg  cruelly  beat  with  bambooi.  The  fiiaia 
were  then  admitted  to  an  audience,  and  the 
viceroy  viewed  with  admiration  their  boolu^ 
images,  and  above  aU,  their  black  stone.  The 
principal  fathtf,  seeing  his  kind  and  courteous 
humour,  b^an  a  apeecb,  stating  their  most  an* 
xious  wish  to  be.  allowed  to  settle  in  China,  to 
build  a  monastery,  and  to  teach  their  religion  i 
and  assuring  him  of  their  conducting  themselves 
in  the  most  inofiensive  manner.  This  oratim 
was  committed  to  the  interpreter,  who  deemed  it 
expedient  to  give  it  quite  a  different  turn*  Ue 
gave  a  doleful  account  of  their  shipwreck,  and 
being  cast  by  hard  necessity  upon  the  coast  of 
Cbina»  stated  their  niost  anzions  wish  to  leafe 
but  lamented,  that  for  two  or  three  months  the 
season  would  not  admit  of  their  stiliiig.  irifth. 
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safety.  He  besought,  therefore,  that  they  might 
be  allowed  protection  and  a  house  duiing  that 
nterval.  The  viceroy  replied  most  gradouily» 
that  their  demand  was  perfectly  reasonable,  and 
riKMild  be  granted  in  its  fullest  extent.  This 
beiog  reported,  and  understood  as  applied  to  their 
awn  request*  filled  the  friars  with  the  most  joyful 
surprise  ;  since  whatever  hopes  they  migf^t  enter- 
tain of  ultimate  success,  they  never  dreamt  of  sa 
prompt  and  full  a  consent.  They  considered' 
themselves  now  at  the  summit  of  their  wishes, 
and  were  Doly  annoyed  hy  the  vehement  desire* 
with  which  an  officer  of  high  influence  at  court 
was  seized  to  become  possessed  of  their  black 
stone.  The  black  stone  was  the  pride  of  the 
mission  ^  and  they  produced  in  its  stead  a  Mary 
Magdalene,  made  of  feathers,  of  which  they  soli- 
cited his  acceptance.  This  new  object  excited 
admiration,  without  prejudice  to  the  first ;  so  that 
they  were  at  last  obliged  to  part  both  with  the 
black  stone  igid  the  fieathered  penitent*  Luckily 
the  officer  was  seized  with  a  dread  of  discovery, 
and  returned  both. 

The  missionaries  now  found  that  arrangements 
bad  been  made  for  their  proceeding  to  Canton  ; 
a  measure  which  they  did  not  fully  understandt 
but  they  were  as  willing  to  preach  there  as  else- 
wfasre.  The  governor  of  Canton  received  them 
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appeared  indeed  to  be  favourites  of  the  vice- 
j^o^,  and  that  it  should  be  hia  caia  to  ^tlMMtlt 
(Jieir  wishes.  They  were  shewn  to  a  handsome 
house,  and  all  their  wants  supplied ^  imtnMJ^ 
Mirpfised  when  they  found  theoiielvet  aofc  MMui 
ed  to  go  out,  and  when  day  alter  day  elapsed* 
vitbottt  any  oppartunity  being  alR»rded  oIMM^ 
ing  their  views  into  execuLiun,  They  were  thiit 
led  to  make  inquiries  io  the  ceurie  o£  «hiial|lil4i 

learned,  with  the  deepest  consternation,  what  was 

the  real  nature  q£  the  promise  ma4e  hy  ti^fHH§$m 
roy.  Tbey  now  overwheltded  the  interpretl^ 
with  the  bitterest  reproaches,  ilxe  i|MJ9)iie^ 
bovever,  protested  that  he  bad  acted^lMMMAr 

ritorious  part,  and  had  saved  theu:  Idy^  since 

bed  he  delivered  the  petitioa  tbeyi^eiMHIpii 

as  to  confide  to  him,  they  would  have  been 

ordered  .to  imn^ed^tely*  and  al  suyfejiiittiiflft 
most  have  certainly  perished.  ^  They  aPNiMI 
thought  of  denouncing  him,  attA.iyliifaguii,^jr/ 
attempt  to  obtain  their  oljeeti.  Anl  .MrtjliU 

would  undertake  to  deUver  such  a  message,  and 
ell  agreed  that  it  would  be  equally  fruitiesa  and 

dangerous ;  so  that  at  last  they  found  they  had 

^tbing  left  but  to  acoept  the  ample  provision 

made  by  the  Chinese  government  for  theiir  return 

taLu^a^ 
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next  missioni  composed  of  St  Ignatius,  with  six 
other  frmrst  who  set  oat  in  like  manner  without 

any  provision  or  arrangement.    On  their  arrival  . 

ofi*  the  coast  of  China,  they  were  sunrouoded  by 
a  number  of  barka,  whidi  began  and  cootimied  a 
heavy  fire,  without  any  regard  to  their  quiet  and 
eubmimve  deportment  At  length  the  Chineee 
came  on  board,  and  presented  their  naked  swords 
to  their  breasts.  The  fathers  remaining  entirely 
passive,  were  put  under  a  guard,  and  carried  to 
the  nearest  port*  They  underwent  repeated  eza* 
minations,  both  in  the  ship  and  in  the  courts  of 
justice^  when  they  were  treated  with  such  vio- 
lence and  harshness,  and  sudi  farioua  menaces 
thrown  out,  that  they  fully  expected  every  visita- 
tion to  be  the  last.  In  the  courts  of  justtoe  th^ 
saw  constantly  the  unhappy  culprits  beat  furiously 
with  bomjboos,  and  heard  their  shrieks ;  only  an 

earnest,  they  thought,  of  what  was  to  befal  them- 
selves. Two  <^  the  friars^  who  had  been  the 
loudest  in  professing  their  desire  to  suflbr  in  the 
cause  of  religion,  were  seized  with  such  a  panic, 
tiiat  one  of  them  was  some  days  delirions,  and  the 
other  died  at  Canton  of  fear.  A  soldier,  who  had 
amassed  a  considerable  snm,  threw  it  all  into  the 
sea,  that  he  might  die  in  the  order  of  St  Francis, 
which  requires  complete  poverty.  They  were 
conveyed  to  Sauchieofou,  and  then  to  Uchieofif 
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f  Outdieoa)  $  but  no  ray  of  hope  over  shonb  on 

this  unfortunate  mission.  They  were  treated 
•very-where  with  equal  sevehtyt  and  at  length 
conveyed  to  Canton,  where  they  fuUy  expected 
the  final  catastrophe.  The  influence  of  the  go- 
veriMM'  of  Macao^  howevert  waa  there  so  poivcr- 
fully  exerted,  that  he  obtained  their  lives,  and 
permisfttoa  to  leave  Chma,  to  which  they  never 
seem  to  have  attempted  a  return. 

Thxsb  successive  disappointments  did  not 
quench  the  zeal  of  the  Catholic  fathers.  The 
Usk  was  now  undirtaken  by  Ricio  and  Tbioax- 
Tio,  of  the  order  .of  Ae  Jesuits,  a  body  possessed 
of  greater  experience  and  addreM  in  audi  enter- 
prises. Establishing  themselves  at  Macao,  they 
b^gan  to  solicit,  not  permissicm  to  preach  a  new 
religion,  the  granting  of  which  they  knew  would 
be  foreign  to  every  Chinese  maxim,  but  merely  a 
aiMll  spot  on  which  to  erect,  for  their  own  wor* 
sbip,  a  small  house  to  the  Lord  of  Heaven." 
They  had  not  much  promise  of  success^  however, 
till  they  promulgated  the  promise  of  a  consider- 
able earn  to  any  one  who  should  obtain  tbia  favour 
for  thern.  Then  a  common  soldier,  by  some 
means  not  stated,  or  easily  to  be  conjecturec^ 
procured  from  the  governor  of  Scianqoin  (Chaot^ 
cbeou)  the  boon  solicited.  They  were  a  good  deal 
piWEled  to  raise  thp  sam  oAred  rather  in  dtspt* 
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by  begging  and  borrowing,  they  at  last  paid  it. 
Tbey  set  out^  therefore,  in  S^tember  1588^ 
under  the  guidance  of  the  soldier,  whom  tbejr 
found  really  in  a  coaditioQ  to  perform  hi&  engage- 
nent  The  governor  received  them  conrteoualyt 
and  allowed  them  the  choice  of  any  spot  wbieh 
they  might  find  convenient   They  chose  one  in 

the  suburbs,  by  the  river  side,  where  they  began 
to  erect  a  tower,  and  to  fill  it  with  their  images 
and  ornaments.  These  the  people  flocked  in 
crowds  to  view,  and  were  much  struck  with  ad- 
miration,  both  of  their  novelty  and  beauty.  There 
was  particularly  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  to  which 
the  Chinese  testified  theur  reqiect  in  their  national 
mode,  by  prostrating  themselves  three  times,  and 
beating  their  foreheads  against  the  ground.  A 
scandal  having  arisen,  however,  that  they  should 

worship  a  woman,"  the  missionaries  were  ob- 
liged to  provide  another  image,  not  liable  to  that 
objection.  The  governor,  an  intelligent  man, 
was  caught  by  Ricio's  skill  in  the  mathematical 
sciences.  His  geography,  above  all,  astonished 
the  Chinese,  whose  maps  China  alone  almost  en- 
tirely filled  up,  while  all  the  other  countries  of 
which  they  had  heard  scarcely  equalled  one  of  its 
pfovincea.  They  were  much  amazed  to  see  the  ex- 
tent of  the  globe,  and    themselves  streightened 

in  an  eastern  cornier  of  it     but  Ricio  firand  it 
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requisite  to  place  China  at  least  in  the  centre. 
He  presented  the  gomnor  with  a  doekt  but  it 

was  soon  brought  back,  no  one  knowing  how  to 
keep  it  in  order.  When  the  misBionaiy  also  bt- 
gan  to  coil8tnict  globes  and  wm-dtalst  he  was  unf« 
veraally  pronounced  to  be  the  greatest  astrolcger 
in  the  universe.  The  governor  then  having  ob- 
tained some  considerable  promotion,  conceived 
that- it  could  be  owing  solely  to  their  incantations. 
He  treated  them  now  with  the  highest  respect, 
calling  them  ^*  the  flower  of  divine  meii»''  and 
•«  the  holy  nation  of  the  West.*' 

Notwithstanding  these  favourable  dispositiooi^ 
as  soon  as  the  novdty  was  over,  the  national 
aversion  against  strangers  began  to  operate.  Tiiey 
were  accused  as  spies*  as  decoying  away  childres, 
and  as  guilty  of  various  malversations.  A  false 
coiivert  represented  them  as  possessing  the  ait 

of  making  silver,  on  the  promise  of  his  disclose 
ing  which,  the  Chinese  suppii^  him  with  funds 
to  purchase  a  wife  $  and  the  di^ppointstieot  of 
this  expectation,  with  the  loss  of  their  nioneyt 
heightened  their  irritation  against  the  friain.  At 
length  the  governor  was  so  harassed  with  conir 
plaints  and  law^suita^  that,  sensible  of  tbeh*  inoop 
cence,  he  assured  them  of  a  residence  in  any 
4>ther  place,  but  intreated  they  would  leave  their 
present  one.  They  were  at  the  same  time  assur-r 
#dt  that  to  have  a  full  view  of  ChiiieBe  ipleDdeu^ 
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md  polity*  they  ought  to  pierce  into  "  the  very 
*^pith  and  marrow  of  the  IdDgdom/'  After 
touching  at  several  cities,  they  at  length  reached 
Nanqoin,  which  appeared  to  answer  this  deacrip- 
tion  better  than  arty  other,  and  where  they  form- 
ed an  establishment,  which  subaisted  tor  a  num* 
ber  of  yean*  Tbey  had  now  experienced  the 
impolicy  of  passing  for  Bonnes,  or  holy  men,  a 
ekaracter  held  in  very  low  estimation  among 
the  Chinese*  They  put  on  the  habit  of  the 
learned  claast  the  character  which  in  China  leads 
alone  to  high  consideration,  and  wlilch  they  were 
here  well  qualitied  to  support.  At  Nanquin  they 
drew  the  notice  of  the  President  of  the  Temples, 
who  was  so  much  pleased  with  their  information, 
that  he  often  visited,  and  allowed  them  to  walk 
about  at  full  hberty.  They  now  applied  them- 
selves to  make  the  mathematics  baits  to  the 
Gospel.**  The  Chinese  seem  to  have  felt  very 
particular  interest  and  curiosity  with  regard  to 
European  science.  The  Mandarins  of  Nanquin 
now  learned,  for  the  first  time,  that  the  earth  was 
round,  which  they  had  always  supposed  to  be 
square,  and  that  there  were  men  beneath  their 
feet.  The  fixed  positions  of  the  stars,  the  wan- 
dering of  the  planets,  the  elevation  and  de-- 
pression  of  the  pole,  and  consequent  change  of 
seasons;  the  construction  of  spheres  and  sun- 
dials, were  all  new  to  them.   They  nevejr  till 
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then  accounted  the  air  an  element,  believing  it  to 
be  nothiog,  because  they  did  not  see  it*  la  shorty 
a  ^eat  doctor  -dedared  himself  ashamed,  and 
saidy  "  You  may  think  of  us  as  we  do  ot'  Tartars 
and  barbarians,  for  you  begin  where  we  end/' 
The  Chinese  were  quite  astonished  to  see  that 
<he  world  contained  other  books  than  their  own, 

and  even  handsomer  ones  as  to  outward  appear-* 
ance*  In  short,  the  missionaries  observe,  that 
though  their  own  knoii4edge  was  very  inferior  to 
what  was  possessed  in  Europe,  it  was  sufficient  to 
fender  them  almost  mtrades  in  the  ^es  of  the 
Chinese. 

Although  the  Jesuits  were  thus  well  received 

and  entertained  in  China,  they  adnnit,  that  be- 
yond a  general  admiration  excited  by  the  image 
of  the  ViiTgin,  their  progress  in  conversion  was 
very  small.  It  is  true,  the  Bonzes,  or  priests, 
instead  of  being  held  in  the  same  veneratioo  as 
the  Bramins  of  India,  are,  in  the  common  con* 
^eett  of  all  men,  most  base  and  contempt!* 
^  He/'  Indeed  they  seem  to  merit  this  character, 
tAnce,  instead  of  giving  any  useful  instruction, 
the  constant  tenor  of  their  exhortations  h  to 
^  give  them  somewhat/*  Although  the  people 
too  had  numerous  idols,  they  did  not  testify  any 
deep  veneration  for  them  f  and  being  of  a  rea- 
aOMble  and  judidoas  turn  of  mind,  ^  we  easily 
^  make  them  say  Uiat  they  are  naught/'  Eveu 
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seize  these  idols  a&d  dash  them  to  pieces,  they 
were  easily  paciiied.  This  iodi^reBce,  hmever^ 
Iras  imfiiiminibie  to  tbtm  in  another  point  of 
view.  AU  the  other  oheotal  nations  had  ^ep 
religious  impressions  of  some  kind  or  other ;  but 
here  the  Chinese  difi'ered  fiom  them  all,  "  not 
laammg  not  worshipping  neither  fiiJse  nor  frue 
God,  nor  never  thinking  what  shall  follow  siter 
^tbis  liie«''  The  learned,  in  particuhir»  from 
whom  lietter  niig^  havts  been  eoqpectedr  valued 
themselves  on  their  indi&rence  to  every  thing 
coosectod  with  this  aidbyectr  Tbcur  respect  wse 
exckisively  devoted  to  the  works  ef  their  ancient 
Sigest  whom  thqr  reverence  little  lese  than  if 
**  iJiey  were  their  God and  the  missionaries 
being  found  unac^aanted  with  their  wniiagc^ 
wcie  heU  exceedingly  unkamed  persens.  To 
this  being  added  the  limitation  in  the  number  of 
wives,  the  consequence  waSt  that  all  the  Maodi^ 
rins  and  literati  shewed  an  uniform  hostility  to 
the  introduction  of  thk  new  £iith*  Thei^e  waa 
one,  indeed,  whom  they  considered  as  already  a 
convert^  and  in  the  height  of  their  conhdence  ex- 
faibited  to  him  an  image  of  the  erudfixioii.  The 
Mandarin,  however,  was  moved  with  the  dee^ 
est  indignation,  dedarieg  that  all  the  rMMNUS 
against  them,  to  which  he  had  hitherto  lent  a 
deaf  ear,  were  now  fully  confirmed*  TUafngbtfid 
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image,  he  conceived,  could  only  be  a  cbanil  to 
kill  the  King.    The .  miatiMaries  kboured  in 

vain  to  give  him  sounder  views ;  he  still  declar- 
edf  that  till  **  that  crucified  man''  was  comiml- 
ted  to  the  flames,  thej  had  no  favour  to  expect 
from  lufD< 

The  Jesuits  having  thus  gradually  insinuated 
themselves  into  the  kingdom,  were  enaUed  to 
maintain  themselves  ior  a  considerable  time« 
They  were  even  alkmed  to  buikl  chnrches^  and 
to  make  the  limited  number  of  converts  whom 
their  preaching  could  influence.  Four  of  them, 
the  principal  of  whom  was  Adam  Scfaaalt  called 
sometimes  Scaliger,  were  entrusted  with  the  md- 
nagemrat  of  the  observatory  at  Bekin|^  and  of 
the  imperial  calendar.  An  essential  function  of 
this  body  was,  to  determine,  upon  astronomical 
datOf  the  lucky  or  unlucky  d^ys  for  holding  all 
•the  great  court  ceremonies*  A  son  of  the  Eon 
peior  having  died,  it  was  referred  to  Schaal  to 
decide  the  day  on  which  the  funeral  should  take 
piece.  He  fixed  upon  one;  but  not  long  after, 
the  Emperor's  mother,  and  then  the  Emperor 
himself,  died*  No  cause  ooold  be  suqpected,  ex^ 
cept  that  an  unfortunate  day  must  have  been 
named  by  Schaal  for  the  ceremony;  and  the 
discontents  which  had  been  brooding  against  the 
Jesuits  rose  now  to  a  violent  height.   The  <j^es* 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


I 


tioQ  being  referred  to  the  tribunal  of  Rites,  they 
decided  that  they  should  be  summoned  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  Peking,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  put  to  deatlu  Navar£T£,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  history  of  this  disastrous  pe- 
riod, happened  to  be  at  Fonganhyen,  in  the  pro- 
vince  of  Fokien,  when  the  order  arrived.  He 
was  immediately  arrested,  and  conveyed  to  Hang- 
chou-fou,  whence  he  was  conveyed  up  the  great 
canal  to  the  capital.  He  found  here  twenty-five 
fiiarsy  brought  in  from  the  provinces,  besides 
four  resident  in  Peking.   They  were  kept  for  a 

•  considerable  time  in  uncertainty  as  to  their  fate  j 
and  indeed  there  appears  to  have  been  consider- 
able vacillation  in  the  imperial  councils.  At 
length  the  sentence  of  death  was  remitted,  audit 
was  determined  only  to  banish  them  into  a  deso- 
late region  of  Tartary.  The  Emperor  softened 
even  this,  and  merely  directed  that  they  should 
he  sent  to  Canton,  to  be  forwarded  thence  to  the 
Portuguese  settlement  of  Macao.  The  four  who 
were  at  Peking  were  detained,  in  consideration  of 
having  eaten  the  King's  bread  and  salt,  but  were 
thrown  into  prison,  where  Schaal  soon  after  died. 
Navarete,  with  the  others,  had  a  most  hard  jour- 
ney of  six  months,  during  which,  the  winter 

being  severe,  tliey  siitfered  the  most  intense  cold, 
from  which  no  means  of  shelter  were  afforded* 
Their  first  reception  at  Ointou  was  very  inhosr ' 
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pitable ;  but  soon  after  a  despatch  arrivsad  firom 

the  £aiperor,  arniouocing  that  his  views  bad 
Cakai  a  aiore  £ivoumbIe  turn*  The  nmsionaries 
ware  then  well  treated,  and  Navarete  f<HMid  his 
^7  ia  safety  to  Macao. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

CHISA— EMBASSIES  AND  MISSIONS. 

The  Dutch  Nicuhoffi'-^Th^  Frcnch.^Lecomte,  S^c^Their 

Javour  ai  court. — ExpuUion^^RMSSum  Emimitm^^lMbr^ad 

CtUWAt  SO  closely  shut  agaiast  travellers  attract- 
ed by  curiosity  and  conimerce,  has  been  accessi- 
ble only  by  embassy.  Jealous  as  the  court  is  qS 
the  enCrance  of  foreigners^  yet  when  it  can  an* 
nounce  to  its  subjects,  that  the  representatives  q£ 
a  great  potentate  are  coming  from  afar,  bearing 
tribute  and  homage  to  the  Son  of  Heaven,  and 
the  Ruler  of  Mankind,  they  do  not  usnally  deoyi 

this  gratification  to  their  own  vanity.  They  even, 
according  to  the  custom  which  the  early  travellei^ 
found  established  among  the  successors  of  Zingis^ 
defray  all  the  ejLpenses  of  eacli  missioUt  the 
moment  that  it  sets  foot  in  the  Chinese  territory. 
This  is  done,  too,  not  in  the  scanty  manner  de« 
pbred  bjr  Carpini,  but  with  the  greatest  pemp 
and  plenty,  so  that  tlie  expense  incurred  probably 
eueeds  in  all  cases  the  value  of  the  presentSf. 
without  deducting  those  which  his  Chinese 
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majeaty  give»  in  return.  The  ambassadors,  cm 
their  way  to  court*  proceed  by  a  regular  aud 
established  route,  which  inchides,  indeed,  the 
richest  cities  in  the  empire.  It  is  probably  wisb« 
ed  that  they  should  be  dazzled  with  the  apleo*- 
dour  of  these  objects;  but  they  are  carefully 
watched,  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the 
people,  and  studiously  prevented  from  seeing 
more  than  the  mere  surface  of  things.  They 
usually,  therefore,  behold  a  grand  and  splendid, 
but  little  varied  scene.  Ue,  says  Du  Ualde,  who 
baa  seen  one  Chinese  city,  may  form  an  idea  of 
all.  Little  occurred  to  vary  the  different  parts  of 
the  same  journey,  and  still  less  to  diversify  one 
journey  irorn  another.  The  chief  details  of  this 
grand  route  will  be  introduced  under  the  head  of 
Lord  Macartney^s  embassy.  In  regard  to  the 
others,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  exhibiting 
1^  general  view  of  their  destination  and  fortune, 
.  The  Dutch,  who  succeeded  the  Portuguese  ia 
ihei  dominion  of  the  eastern  seas,  were  still  more 
bent  upon  every  thing  which  could  lead  to  gain^ 
They  were  not  long  of  attempting  to  open  a 
trade  with  China ;  but  whenever  any  of  their 
vessels  approached  the  shore,  tbey  Ti'firn  gnrrnund' 
ed  with  clouds  of  junks,  who  prevented  them 
from  landing,  trading,  or  speaking  with  any  one.. 
If  they  asked  leave  to  trade,  there  was  an  ezpren 
order  from  the  Emperor  agauist  it ;  and  if  thejp 
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idced  that  a  request  to  that  e&et  should  be 

preferred  to  the  governor  or  sovereign,  it  would 
cost  my  one  his  life>  or  it  least  bis  place,  to 
convey  such  a  message.  At  length  some  con- 
ferences took  place  with  the  Mandarins,  of  wfaom 
the  Dutch  remark,  These  are  the  gravest  gen- 
try  in  the  world  they  always  i^pear  with  a 
more  composed  air  than  the  ancient  Stoics." 
A  meeting,  however,  was  arranged  between  an 
oflfeer  of  distinction  and  Coen,  the  Dutch  com* 
maiidej-.  Tiie  Mandarin  sat  the  whole  day  im. 
moveable  in  a  large  hall,  without  saying  one 
word  on  the  subject  of  the  meeting.  His  object 
was  understood  to  be,  to  make  the  opposite  party 
9pe9k  first,  that  he  might  sound  his  intentions. 
However,  Dutch  patience  and  gravity  were  his 
match.  Coen  was  equafly  silent ;  and  the  inter* 
view  broke  up,  without  a  word  of  business  on 
either  side.  These  conferences  not  promising  to 
bring  the[affiur  toa  speedy  termination,  the  Dutch 
determined  to  proceed  to  action.  They  took  pos* 
session  of  the  Piscadores,  some  small  islands  near 
the  coast  of  Fokien,  and  having  begun  a  ibrt^ 
seised  a  number  of  Chinese  junks,  whose  crews 

they  compelled  to  labour  at  its  construction.  Hos^ 
tilities  now  begaUf  when  the  Chinese  were  so  in* 
veteiate,  that  thqr  reftised  all  exchange  of  pri« 
soners,  though  the  Dutch  once  offered  eighteen 
for  one ;  but  they  dechured  that  they  would  not 
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accept  a  thomapd  for  one«   Uowtver*  Anding 
it  difficidt  to  make  any  impretaioB  on  the  Dateh 
naval  force^  tbay  eodeavoured  by  oegDciation 
iaduce  tbem  .to  remove  to-Fomosa;  apdwbee 

this  prov(^d  ine£fectiialy  collected  at  length  such 
an  iunneaae  boat  of  jimkfl^  that  the  Dtttoi^  after 
considerable  loss,  were  obb'ged  to  accept  the  pro^ 
posed  terms*  They  then  erected  a  fort  at  Tay^ 
ivmn,  in  Formosat  ^eoce,  however,  they  couM 
only  etiect  an  occasional  and  precarious  trade 
with  the  Chinese  coest»  and  from  wbenee  they 
were  driven  in  iGOi. 

This  commencement  of  the  intercourse  be^ 
twecn  the  two  nations  was  far  from  conciliatory  ; 
and  the  Dutcb»  desirous  to  send  an  embassy  to 
the  Chinese  oourt,  for  some  time  in  vain  soUcited 
permission  to  do  so but  on  the  conquest  of 
China  by  the  Montohew  Tartargt,  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  first  prince  of  tliat  dynasty.  They 
made  not  m  very  happy  choice  of  Goy^r  and 
Keyser,  two  merchants;  a  profession  little  reve- 
renced in  the  orientai  courts*  These  were  ac- 
oompsnied  by  twelve  subordinato  individuals^  one 
of  whom,  NiEUuoFFy  has  written  a  good  account 
<if  the  embassy.  They  proceeded  by  the  aeaae 
route  that  the  embassy  of  Lord  Amherst  return^ 
ed^  Travetling  by  water  to  Nanyonj^ii»  on  the 
frontier  of  Quangtung,  they  crossed  that  ridge  of 
mountains,  ^tbe  kiliest  in  alL  China,  which  her^ 
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runs  across  the  empire.  They  were  astonished  at 
the  vast  height  at  manj  of  the  peaks»  aod  the 
rugged  and  precipitous  rocks  into  which  the  sides 
were  brdcen.  They  then  descended  the  Kan* 
kiang,  viewed  the  romantic  scenery  of  tiie  Poyang 
lakcy  and  the  majestic  cities  with  which  it  is  bor- 
dered |  then  proceeding  along  the  great  rivet 
Yang-tse-kiang,  arrived  at  Nankin.  Being  ad- 
mitted to  wait  upon  the  three  governorsi  they  had 
a  full  opportunity  of  viewing  the  most  splendid 
of  the  Chinese  cities.  Its  temples,  towers,  tri« 
umpbal  arches,  and  other  edifices,  surpass  those 
of  any  other  in  the  empire.  The  ordinary  houses 
are  veiy  mean,  having  only  one  atorey,  and  one 
room  to  eat  and  sleep  in,  and  a  small  square 
«  hole  covered  with  reeds  for  a  window.  They 
had  an  opportunity  of  observing  and  delineating 
the  porcelain  tower,  the  pride  of  Chinese  Bvchu 
lecture  $  a  huge  pagoda,  nine  stories  high,  glazed 
all  over,  and  painted  with  various  colours,  having 
at  the  top  a  large  pine  apple  of  aolfd  gold.  Att 
its  galleries  are  hung  with  bells,  which  sound  as 
they  are  moved  by  the  wind* 

From  Nankin  the  embassy  proceeded  along  the 
great  canal,  and  on  the  17th  July  16^6  arrived 
et  P^ng.  They  were  soon  waited  upon  by  se* 
veral  Mandarins,  who,  after  welcoming  them,  and 
learning  the  nature  of  the  presents;  began  a  train 
of  very  strict  inquiry,  what  sort  of  people  and 
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nation  they  were.  Tliey  had  considered  the  Dutch, 
it  appears,  as  having  no  home  or  possession  but  in 
the  sea,  nor  could  they,  without  much  difficulty, 
vindicate  themselves  as  really  having  an  abode 
upon  Terra  Firma,  Then  the  Chinese  could  not 
form  the  least  idea  what  a  commonwealth  was; 
so  that  it  became  necessary  to  state  that  their 
mission  was  from  the  Prince  of  Orange.  They 
were  desired  to  say  what  relation  they  bore  to 
that  prince,  it  being  usual  in  the  East  to  send 
members  of  the  royal  family  as  ambassadors. 
They  were  then  asked,  what  office  they  held  un- 
der him  ?  how  many  men  they  commanded  ?  wuth 
other  questions  tending  to  throw  light  on  their 
personal  dignity,  the  result  of  which,  in  an  eastern 
court,  could  not  be  very  satisfactory.  After  all, 
they  underwent  a  long  examination  before  tlie 
council,  at  which  Scaliger  or  Schaal,  the  Jesuit, 
was  present.  This  person  it  seems  asserted,  that 
their  country  belonged  properly  to  Spain,  which 
was  still  the  rightful  possessor  ;  however,  the 
chancellor  did  not  choose  to  insert  this  in  his  re^ 
port.  After  putting  all  imaginable  questions,  and 
examining  the  presents,  they  dismissed  the  am- 
bassadors. The  emperor  then  issued  a  rescript  in 
their  favour,  and,  after  a  delay  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  his  youngest  brother,  they  were  ad- 
'  mitted  to  an  audience.  There  were  introduced ' 
at  the  same  time  the  Kalmuk  ambassador,  dressed 
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naked,  a  horse's  tail  rising  from  the  crowa 
of  bis  bead,  and  on  bis  kgi  such  enormoos 
boots  that  he  could  scarcely  walk ;  one  from  the 
Mogul,  in  a  blue  coat  embroidered  all  over  with 
gold  I  and  one  from  the  Lama,  rssembKng  a  >Ro» 
man  Catholic,  with  a  hat  like  a  cardinal's,  and  a 
string  of  beads  at  his  side*  The  Empeior  appear* 
ing,  all  did  obeisance  according  to  the  grand  ce» 
jemonial,  sinking  the  ground  nine  times  with 
their  foreheads.  The  Dutch  never  hesitated, 
having  been  doubtless  instructed  to  scruple  at 
nothing  from  which  profit  was  likely  to  accrue. 
No  words  were  addressed  to  them  by  the  emperor, 
and  thqr  were  even  so  far  in  the  back  ground, 
that  they  did  not  distinctly  see  him.  A  least 
was  thra  spread  before  tbem,  and  tbejr  were 
invited  to  carry  off  what  was  left  ;  of  which 
the  Tartars  gladly  .availed  themselves,  stuffing 
their  pockets  and  drawers  with  roast  meat,  the 
juice  of  which  was  seen  dripping  as  they  went 
along* 

In  a  few  days  the  ambassadoi^  received  the  Em- 
peror's answer,  which  was  to  the  following  tenon 
He  expressed  his  high  esteem  for  the  Dutch,  and 
his  gratitude  to  Messrs  Goyer  and  iiLeyser  ibr 
coning  ten  thousand  miles  to  visit  him.  His 
heart,  therefore,  greatly  inclined  unto  them  ;  aad 
he  hoped  the  greatest  bdaefit  might  arise  to  his 
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aiibjiscts  from  the  trade  which  they  proposed  lo 
open*  £eing  imprBflsed,  koweirer,  with  the  waoA 
tender  aoxiety  for  their  safety  in  navigating  these 
bcusterons  teas»  he  desired  that  they  Might  sol 

come  oftener  than  once  in  eight  years,  nor  with 
more  than  a  hundred  meo^This  most  uoikvour. 
able  anawer  being  finals  they  i«ere  oWged  to  deu 
put  with  this  sole  result  of  so  distant  a  voyage^ 
and  c£  ten  thouaand  poimd8»  which  they  calcuteka 
to  have  been  expended  in  the  journey  and  pre- 

Turn  issue  of  this  embasiy,  prepared  with  auch 
eoel  and  dil^ence,  appeared  so  disoooraging,  that 
the  Dutch  govemmeut  did  not  lor  many  yeacs 
renew  any  simihuratfefiaipt.  About  ten  years  after, 
however,  their  hopes  of  finding  favour  with  the 
Chinese  coert  teimred,  in  conseqoence  of  thehr 

vessels  having  assisted  in  the  reduction  of  Korin- 
fs»  a  great. pirate,  who  had  set  at  deiance  the 
power  of  the  Chinese  empire.  They  sent  first  a 
mission  to  the  viceroy  of  fokien ;  but  that  officer 
relied,  that  be  wouU  do  all  in  his  power  to  &- 
vour  them,  but  that  he  could  not  allow  a  ves- 
ad  ti>  enter  his  port  without  express  penniaBMm 
from  the  Emperor.  In  l667i  therefore,  ano* 
ther  sfdendid  and  costly  embassy  waa  fitted  ovi 
under  "  the  Lord  Van  Hoorn."  This  ambassa* 
dor  landed  in  Jb  okien,  and  proceeded  by  J^iang* 


Digitized  by  Google 


90$ 


ebou-fou  to  Peking.  Here  he  wept  through  the 
uBoal  mtitine  of  sudicnce  md  {msentatunii  at 

the  end  of  which  he  received  merely  a  sealed  let- 
tatf  the  contents  of  which  could  not  be  known 
tBlit  mm  opened  by  his  nasten  at  Betavia«  Ita 
tenor  is  not  stated  in  the  narrative  but  we  be- 
lime  that  tibough  it  put  an  end  to  all  commerotal 
dealings  with  i^'okien,  it  allowed  trade  with  Can« 
tdOy  in  the  terms  which  have  since  been  attached 
to  all  European  intercourse  with  China. 

The  religious,  political  and  scientific  embassy 

which  Louis  XIV  sent  into  Siam  in  1684,  had 
iastnictiona  to  penetrate  if  possiUe  into  Cbtna,  a 
still  more  splendid,  though  more  arduous  theatre* 
In  the  course  of  a  year's  residence  at  the  court 

of  Siam, they  formed  some  connexions  with  Ver- 
biesty  the  Portuguese  missionary  at  Peking  ^  and 
wbeii,  at  the  end  of  that  period*  Tachard  departs 
ed  for  France,  Fontaney,  GerbiUoo,  de  Visdelon, 
and  Bouvet,  set  sail  £or  Macao.  A  leidc  in  the 
vessel  induced  them  to  disembark  on  tlie  coast  of 
Cambodia,  where  tb^  set  out  with  ttie  view  of 
penetrating  by  land  to  Canton,  They  soon  lost 
*  ibatr  way,  and  were  entangled  in  trackless  woods» 
where  there  was  not  to  be  found  a  particle  of 
food,  nor  any  living  thing,  except  tigers,  ser- 
peats,  and  musquhoes.  After  wandering  for  a 
fortnight,  and  being  reduced  to  the  most  miser- 
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able  condition,  they  happily  h'ghted  upon  a  small 
village,  the  inhabitants  of  which  charitably  recon- 
ducted them,  more  dead  than  alive,  to  their  ves- 
sel. They  were  too  happy  to  find  their  way  back 
to  Siam,  where  some  time  was  necessary  to  refit 
their  bodies,  before  they  ventured  on  a  second 
voyage.  They  now  persuaded  Lecomte  to  ac- 
company them,  and  all  five,  in  June  1687,  set  out 
in  a  Chinese  junk  for  Ning-po.  Here  they  suf- 
fered much  from  the  superstitious  habits  of  the 
Chinese  sailors.  As  no  savoury  food  was  allowed 
to  be  eaten  till  it  had  first  been  offered  to  a  little 
black  idol,  they  were  thus  virtually  interdicted 
from  every  thing  better  than  plain  boiled  rice. 
They  saw  the  sailors  worshipping  the  very  com- 
pass by  which  they  steered,  and  even  offering 
meat  to  it.  When  the  sea  was  rough,  they  threw 
in  little  paper  boats,  hoping  thus  to  amuse  the 
waves,  and  prevent  them  from  seriously  attacking 
the  vessel.  Once  a  large  one  was  constructed, 
wherein  were  traced,  not  only  every  part  of  the 
ship,  but  even  the  figures  of  all  the  passengers. 
When  the  storm  became  violent,  they  burned 
feathers,  hoping  by  the  noisome  stench  to  drive 
away  the  demon  by  whom  the  storm  was  raised* 
Our  friars  suffered  continual  fear,  in  sailing  amid 
the  perilous  rocks  and  desert  islands  which  bor- 
der every  part  of  the  coast  of  China.  On  ap- 
proaching Ning-po,  they  were  thrust  into  the 
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hokt  ^rfiieh  was  shdt  down  upon  then,  kit  they 
shouid  be  espied  by  any  jeaioua  dbserver,  Tbejr» 
were  ihus  almosfc  aufibcated  wUh  the  keat  and. 

dioaie  air»  till  the  captain  procured  from  a  Ma&da* 
xin  an  oider  to  bring  tbsKi^  bafore  hilD*  Tbey- 
found  him  seated,  with  a  grave  and  severe  coun-. 
tanancis  bm  execulioiierB  atteadiog  witb  rodB$, 
like  Roman  lictorsy  to  chastise  all  who  were  given 
into  their  haiuls.  The  £:iars  endeavoured  to  pfo^ 
|dtiate  him,  by  stating  tbair  connekkHl  with  Fan 
finer  Verbiest,  who  was  then  in  favour  at  court 
tn  the  course  of  two  or  three  intehfiewii  tbe  dia* 
play  of  their  images  and  mathematical  itetru^ 
ineiita  put  the  Mandarin  in  good  buAiour,  and 
induced  him  to  grant  them  lodgings  in  the 
suburbs*  The  vicerpy^  however^  on  xeceiviog  ioi* 
ftnnation'  of  the  affidfi  sent  down  a  ^rp  rebuke 
to  the  Mandarin  for  such  indulgence*  at.the  same) 
time  transmitting  to  Peking  a  most  unfiivooMdi 
report,  with  a  recommendation  of  tiie  prompt  ex<* 
pulsion  of  those  strangera  from  the  empire.  Thia 

report  was  highly  approved  by  the  Lipu  tribunal, 
wbo  drew  out  an  order  to  that  efiect  ibr  the  eni« 
peror's  signature^  Had  this  hem  affixed,  they 
anticipated  the  most  doleful  consequences,  as  they 
would  bave  then  been  thrust  back  on  sbipboardt 
and  the  captain,  thus  put  into  the  very  worst  hu« 
moor,  would  probably  have  vented  it  by  tbiowing 
them  overboard.   Verbiest,  however,  seeing  this 
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distress  of  brother  Jesuits,  though  of  a  different 
nation,  repaired  to  the  Emperor,  and  pleaded, 
strongly  in  their  favour.  He  urged,  in  particular, 
the  benefits  which  mathematics  and  astronomy 
might  derive  from  their  skill ;  and  these  being 
objects  for  which  the  Emperor  was  inspired  with 
a  species  of  passion,  the  argument  prevailed,  and 
orders  were  sent,  that  the  missionaries  should  not 
only  be  allowed  to  remain  in  China,  but  should 
be  immediately  sent  forward  to  Peking. 

'  The  fathers  departed  from  Ningpo  on  the  27th 
November,  and  passing  through  Hangtcheoufou, 
Soutcheoufou,  and  along  the  great  canal,  arrived 
at  Peking  in  February  I688.  To  their  grief,  they 
found  their  friend  Verbiest  dead  ;  but  they  were 
received  by  Father  Grimaldi,  and  found  easy  ac- 
cess to  court ;  a  great  change  in  which  had  taken 
place  since  the  accession  of  the  Emperor  Kanghi. 
We  have  already  noticed  the  general  expulsion  of 
the  Portuguese  missionaries,  when  the  few  who 
were  allowed  to  remain  at  Peking  were  thrown 
into  close  confinement.  The  new  Emperor,  how- 
ever, then  very  young,  was  of  a  penetrating  judg- 
ment, and  particularly  attached  to  scientific  in- 
quiries. One  of  the  most  important  parts  of 
Chinese  state  policy,  consists  in  the  composition 
of  the  imperial  calendar,  prepared  by  the  tribunal 
of  astronomy,  and  exhibiting  for  every  day  the 
places  of  all  the  planets,  and  that  of  the  sun  in 
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the  zodiac.  It  is  presented  with  great  pomp  to  adl 
Ae-members  of  the  royal  £uttly,.  and  to  the  dffif 

cers  of  state,  who  receive  it  on  their  knees.  This 

work,  indeed,  is  di  indispensable  use  lo.  eveiy 
0iincae^  aflfording  the  materids  firoi^  which  he 
calculates  the  lucky  hour  and  minute  for  sowings 
planting,  shearing  his  sheep,  cutting  his  hair,  and 
all  the  necessary  functions  of  life.  The  Chiuese 
wad  Arabianaatronooien  having  waited  upon  Kan^ 
ghi  with  the  calendar  which  they  had  prepared, 
that  prince  had  the  aagactly  to  see  that  there  was 
sometfiuig  wrong,  without  being  able  to  dUscover 
what.  After  some  perplexity,  he  bethought  him- 
adf  of  the  European  priests,  and  cnrdered  that  the ' 
nine  chains  with  which  they  were  loaded  should 
be  taken  cS,  and  that  they  should  be  brought  td 
the  palace.  On  being  shewn  the  calendar,  they 
declared  that  it  was  erroneous,  and  committed  no 
less  a  blunder  than  that  of  throwing  thirteen 
months  into  the  following,  year.  The  Emperor 
hereiqion  ordered  a  meeting  of  this  Mandarins  <^ 
the  first  class,  and  the  members  of  the  high  tri* 
boiials,  to  deliberate  on  thie  subject  An  assem* 
blage  took  place,  such  as  had  never  been  held  on 
any  astronomioal  question  i  and  one  would  imtber 
have  supposed,  that  the  very  existence  of  the  em- 
pire bad  been  at  stake«  Moat  of  tiie  members 
professing  total  ignorance  of  astronomy,  it  was 
jpeferred  to  a  few  who  were  supposed  to  possess 
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the  requisite  skill.  The  Jesuits  then  exhibited 
their  processes,  v^hich  satisfied  all  the  impartial 
examiners ;  though  a  few  still  exclaimedi  that  the 
empire  was  ruined  if  this  important  concern  of 
fetate  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  A 
great  majority,  however,  gave  a  decided  verdict 
in  favour  of  the  Jesuits.  Yet  it  appeared  still 
shocking  to  the  imperial  council  to  acknowledge 
so  gross  an  error  as  that  of  a  month  in  a  calendar 
already  completed  and  circulated  through  the 
empire.  They  entreated  Verbiest  to  contrive,  if 
possible^  some  means  of  throwing  a  veil  over  this 
one  blunder.  Verbiest  replied,  that  he  could 
not  alter  the  heavens ;  and  a  proclamation  was 
issued,  directing  all  loyal  subjects  not  to  use  this 
intercalary  month  ;  to  the  great  perplexity  of  the 
whole  empire,  who  could  not  conceive  what  had 
become  of  so  large  a  portion  of  time,  thus  arbi- 
trarily lopt  off.  , 

The  missionaries  were  now  placed  at  the  head 
ef  the  tribunal  of  astronomy,  and  had  the  sole 
direction  of  tlie  calendar.  The  French,  being 
even  superior  in  scientific  knowledge,  experienced 
at  court  a  still  more  cordial  welcome.  Eouvet 
and  Gerbillon  were  attached  to  the  person  of 
the  monarch,  and  accompanied  him  wherever  he 
went.  Among  the  results  of  this  arrangement, 
were  the  joumies  of  the  latter  into  Western  Tar- 
tary,  in  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  follow^ 
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ilim*  The  Eittpieror,  eager  in  the  acquisition  of 
cwery  kbd  of  knowledge,  end  not  eatitfied  whit. 

that  which  China  ajQTordedj  sought  to  be  instruct* 
fld  in  the  fiuropean  adeneea  of  geemetiy,  alge- 
bra, natural  philosophy,  astronomy,  physic,  and 
anatomy.  The  fathers  spent  several  ^eaie  in  .con- 
pming  leetares  upon  these  subjects  in  the  Tar*' 
tarian  language,  which  tbey  delivered  twice  a-day 
aft  the  palace.  Peking  became  now  a  kind  of  home 
for  the  Jesuits,  who  resorted  tliitfaer  successively' 
in  €M>nsidejrable  bodies.  The  profession  of  Cbria-' 
danity,  however,  was   not  legally  permitted 
throughout  the  empire,  and  severe  persecutions 
were  even  carried  on  in  several  of  the  provinces, 
till  169^  when  an  edict  was  obtained  from 
Kaogbi,  allowing  its  free  exercise*   He  even' 
granted^  within  the  e;ictensive  inclosure  of  the 
palace^  a  considerable  spot  0(  ground  for  a  honse' 
$md  church,  and  supplied  money  to  build  the 
edifice,  which  was  completed  in  four  yeara^ 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  Jesuits,  during 
tfaia  period  of  their  iavour,  made  veiy  consider* 
able  exertions  to  convey  to  Europe  information 
respecting  this  vast  empire  A  body  of  them  was 
employed  to  survey  the  different  provinces,  and 
to  tix  the  leading  positions  by  astronomical  ob*^ 
servaliolis  t  so  that  our  m«pn  of  China  are  now 
constructed  on  more  accurate  data  than  those  of 

atmest  atay  other  country  out  of  £urope«  Tothm 
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ve  are  indebted  for  almoet  all  we  know  of  tbe  vatt 

regions  comprehended  under  the  appellation  of 
Chinese  Tartaiy.  The  bidtoiy  ot'  China  by  Do* 
haldei  the  Memaires  sur  ks  Ckhms,  by  Amiot 
and  otbersy  and  tbe  treatises  by  Parennin,  Pxe« 
inaffe»  &c.  in  the  LeUres  Edffkmies^  include  a 
vast  mass  of  valuable  materials^  The  translatian 
of  the  Hktory  of  China,  by  Mailla,  is  also  a  work 
of  great  labour  and  merit.  The  Jesuits,  indeed, 
have  been  accused  of  flattering  the  CkinomoMia, 
which  raged  in  France  during  that  period.  Al- 
though, however,  there  prevail  in  their  narratives 
a  tone  of  vague  exaggeration,  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  facts  being  in  many  cases  actually  misrepre- 
sented. They  err  chiefly  in  want  of  comprefaenr 
sive  views,  and  in  the  injudicious  selection  of  the 
subjects  to  which  their  long  treatises  are  devoted. 
The  recent  delineations  given  by  our  countrymen, 
though  derived  from  much  less  extended  means 
of  observation,  are  drawn  up  in  a  strain  more  en- 
lightened and  judicious  $  and  the  Protestant  mis- 
sionaries have  even  penetrated  farther  into  tbe 
secrets  of  Chinese  language  and  literature.  1 1  om 
them,  therefore^  we  shall  form  a  better  idea  of 
the  real  character  and  present  state  of  this  great 
empire. 

After  tbe  Jesuits  had  basked  for  thirty  years  in 
\  this  sunshine  of  imperial  favour,  the  storm  buxsi 
.j^upon  tb^v  The  Mandai^  bad  made  repeated: 
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compkinta*  and  had  obtained  several  restrietions 
iqMm  tlm  Catholic  eflforta  at  conTenbii>  but  Uumo 
being  found  ineffectual,  the  Tsingtou  or  viceroy 
of  Fokko  drew  up  a  long  memorial,  repreBeotmg 
all  the  fatal  consequences  which  ensued  from  the 
difiuaion  of  this  &xeign  sect  The  reaaooa  assign* 
ed  m  ctirioii%  from  the  view  they  aflford  of  Chir 
nese  manners  and  ideaa»  He  states,  that  the  new 
cdnvierta  are  taught  to  pay  no  bmourt  to  their 
deceased  &ther  and  mother,  and  t^  consider 
themiel?eiB  as  a  stream  without  a  jounce ;  tbM 

they  are  equally  instructed  to  disregard  the  doc- 
trine ol  the  ancient  sages,  and  even  of  Confucius, 
and  to  reserve  all  their  respect  for  a  ibre^er^ 
named  Jesus.  He  complains  of  the  vast  sums 
spent  in  building  churches,  drawn  out  of  the  very 
enUails  of  the  people^  w  ho»  however  avaricious  in 
other  points,  are  taught  to  spare  nothing  in  this. 
He  brands  the  conduct  of  the  women  and  girls, 
who  went  publicly  to  church  along  with  the  meB» 
contrary  to  all  propriety;  and  at  other  times 
went  alone  into  a  dark  chamber,  to  speak  secret 
words  to  the  Europeans,  (confession).  But  the 
disorder  in  the  new  sect,  from  which  he  antici- 
pates the  most  fatal  efiects,  is  the  want  of  zeal  for 
the  raising  of  progeny.  Though  this  be  the  first 
du^  of  every  Chinese^  and  though  it  be  the 

deadliest  of  sins  to  leave  no  posterity,  he  com* 

plains,  that  with  them  celibacy  is  considered  4f 
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the  most  meritorious  state ;  that  many  females 
are  trained  to  it  even  from  their  infancy ;  that 
ffiothers,  on  their  daughters  coming  of  age,  do 
not  consider  themselves  bound  to  provide  them 
immediately  with  a  husband  ;  and  that  men  who 
lose  their  wives,  instead  of  presently  looking  out 
for  another,  judge  it  more  laudable  to  remain  for 
some  time  single.    Unless  a  stop  were  instantly 
put  to  these  enormities,  he  insists  that  all  the 
good  laws  and  customs  of  the  empire  must  be  en* 
tirely  ruined.    This  remonstrance,  being  trans- 
mitted to  Yongtching,  the  new  emperor,  who  had 
recently  succeeded  Kanghi,  was  referred  by  him 
to  the  tribunal  of  Rites.    The  decisions  of  that 
body  had  been  always  of  one  tenor.    They  drew 
up  a  decree  for  the  imperial  signature,  which  an^ 
nounced,  that  the  missionaries  at  Peking,  being  of 
use  for  the  construction  of  the  calendar,  should 
be  allowed  to  remain  ;  but  that  all  others  should 
quit  the  empire,  for  which  the  ample  period  of  a 
year  and  a  half  was  allowed.  The  exercise  of  the 
new  faith  was  entirely  prohibited.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  the  interest  which  the  Jesuits  could  make, 
this  decree  was  signed  and  promulgated,  and  the 
Mandarins  lost  not  a  moment  in  acting  upon  its 
provisions.    Scarcely  had  it  passed,  when  the 
fathers  learned  with  dismay,  that  the  church  in 
the  nearest  town  to  Peking  was  converted  into  a 
granary.  Others  were  formed  into  public  schools 
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or  colleges,  or  iato  halls  established  in  honour  of 

(heir  ancestors. 

After  this  burst  was  over,  the  persecution 
pears  to  have  sensibly  slackened,  and  a  consider^ 
able  number  of  Jesuits  again  insinuated  them* 
selves  into  the  empire,  In  17^6,  however,  und^ 
the  government  of  I^ienlong,  a  nev  and  waim 
remonstrance  was  made  by  the  Mandarins,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  persecution  hqpui 
afresh.  Many  were  tortured  $  five  preadiers  and 
a  catechist  were  condemned  to  death,  the  first 
instance  of  capital  punishment  £ut  the  sake  of 
religion.  Chanseaume,  the  missionary  who 
gives  the  account,  consoles  himself  with  ths 
thought,  that  though  the  fire  kindles  easily,  it  ia 
soon  extinguished  ^  and  that  they  will  find  an  op*! 
portunity  of  making  their  way  back.  The  next 
great  persecution  was  in  1771*  Cibot,  the  narra^ 
tor,  observes,  that  the  emperor  was  quite  in  their 
favour,  but  was  unable  to  stem  the  torrent.  Ue 
laments  indeed  the  praises  with  vAdcb  this  mo» 
narch  contiuually  loaded  them,  declaring  they 
were  the  only  astronomers  and  painters  in-  did 

kingdom ;  which,  with  a  jealous  people,  added 
'  continually  new  ihel  to  their  enmity.  All  the 
prince  could  do  was  to  prevent  the  punishment 
of  death  from  being  inflicted  ;  and  one  convert 
who  wMt  to  demand  martyrdom  for  himself,  hia 
wi£^  and  infant  i|on«  was  dismissed  as  ^  madmaui 
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'The  MtndariDSy  however,  still  exerdged  the  power 
of  whipping  the  converts,  laying  then  naked  on 
ice,  or  hanging  their  feet  in  the  air ;  and  it  is  li^ 
mmteif  tiiat  though  their  first  woard  was  osuallf 
good,  they  wanted  iiimness  to  persevere*  The 
persecuttoD,  after  declining,  was  renewed  in  177^4 

1773,  and  1778  y  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 

that  it  has  ever  since  been  renewed  at  occasional 

intervals,  without  the  Christian  faith  being  en- 
tirely rooted  out. 

Cathat,  the  Tartar  name  of  China,  which 
founded  so  great  in  the  ears  of  the  early  western 
travellers,  was  not  likely  to  escape  the  notice  of 
Russia,  after  that  power  began  to  stretch  its  do^ 

main  into  the  east  of  Asia.  Even  before  she  had 
penetrated  beyond  the  Obi,  or  come  in  contact 
with  the  Chinese  Tartar  frontier,  she  sought  to 
open  a  communication  across  the  vast  deserts  by 
which  she  was  separated  ftom  this  celebrated 
empire.  In  IGI9  Evashko  Pettlin,  a  Cossack, 
was  despaidhed  from  Tomo  (Tomsk)  by  an  officer 
bearing  five  names  so  uncouth  that  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  recite  them.  Ue  bore  an  embassy  in 
the  first  instance  to  a  Tartar  prince  called  the 
Altaoe  Char,  or  the  Golden  King,  and  was  then 
ittilrocted  to  endeavour  to  search  out  bis  way  to 
Cati^.  From  Tomo  he  went  in  ten  days  to  har- 
gia  (the  Kirghises).  Ue  only  paesad  thmiigb'  a 
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corner  of  their  country,  and  came  to  Mutalla, 
called  elsdwbers  Mi^;alla  (Moogcdui).  Tim,  it 
seems,  was  the  country  governed  by  Altine  Char, 
who  is  theref  ore  tiie  Khan  of  the  Mongols*  The 
country  of  Mugalla  is  described  as  M  great  and  - 
*•  large,"  and  **  there  groweth  all  manner  of 
^graine,''  and  fruit  they  have  of  all  sorts. 
The  men  are  not  faire,  but  the  women  are  very 
faire.''  The  churches  were  filled  with  numei^ 
ous  idols,  some  gilt,  and  of  very  large  dimensions, 
with  candles  burning  beiore  them.  The  ceremo* 
Dies  bare  a  great  resemblance  to  those  of  the 
Greek  church  ^  and  the  priests  assured  bim,  that 
their  religion  and  ours  was  all  one»  only  the  • 
Russe  mouks  wear  blacke,  and  theirs  white." 
AAer  five  weeks  travelling  through  Mugallay 
they  came  to  the  realm  of  the  Duchess  of  Man- 
chika.  We  should  not  suppose  a  female  reign  to 
be  very  usual  in  this  part  of  Asia )  but  the  name 
Manchika  plainly  suggests  the  Mantchou  Tar* 
tasi.  At  the  end  of  the  Duchess's  territory,  they 
came  to  tlie  great  wall  of  Catay,  It  is  reported 
to  be  built  of  brick,  fifteen  fathoms  high ;  and 

they  counted  a  hundred  towers  in  view  at  one 

momexkU  There  were  only  five  gates,  and  those 
so  low  and  narrow  that  a  man  could  not  past 
through  on  horseback.  Being  admitted  through 
this  gate,  tbey  caase  to  Shirokalga  (Kalgan),  the 
iiist  town  within  the  wall,  which  they  found 
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ftttHBgly  fortifiool  with  arliUery»    aftsr  Ihe  Mn^ 

mr  of  Mosco  castle  j**  and  tiie  governor's  at- 
tmdants  walked  before  him  with  rodst  ^^eaJbefoft 

^  **  our  Emperor  at  Mosco.'*  Passing  then  through 

Yara  to  Taytb  (Taitongfou),  they  ibuud  a  dtj 
much  larger  aod  more  splendid  than  any  of  the 
&rmerp  two  days'  journey  in  circuit,  the  ahops 
and  wardtouaea  richly  furnished.  He  saw  Inhere 
aU  the  fruitB  known  in  iiussia,  and  many  oUiers 
tliwe  unknown ;  so  that     they  want  nothing 

whatsoever  groweth  in  the  world.*'  After  pass- 
ing dirough  several  other  places,  he  came  to  the 
greatest  city  of  all  Cataya,  called  Catay  ;  for  the 
name  at  Peking  seems  to  have  been  unknown  to 
him.  He  describes  it  as  a  very  great  city,  four 
days'  journey  in  circuit,  and  surrounded  with 

very  fine  towers  iiigh  built  and  white.*'  In  the 
midst,  at  half  a  day^s  journey  from  each  side,  is 
the  imperial  castle  or  fortification,  whidi  he 
strangely  imagines  to  be  composed  of  magnet^ 
Within  this  magnetic  wall  is  tlie  palace^  the  oroof 
of  which  is  said  to  be  all  gilded  over.  Four  days 
Hfter.  their  arrival  a  secretary  arrived  with  two 
hundred  men  mounted  on  asses,  who  presented 
drinks  of  various  kinds,  and  asked  the  motive  of 
their  visit  to  Catay.  On  stating  this,  and  espresso 
ing  a  wish  to  be  introduced  to  the  King^  they 
were  told,  that  few  this  purpoee  a  pveaent  was  in- 
fli^pcnsable  ^  and  llie  secretary  lamented  nu^ch 
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Ifae  totel  fhrnnte  of  this  requisite.  He  8aid  if 
^leir  wUle  eoy^peror"  had  Mot  aometfaaqg  wm 
of  trifling  vdiset  tbe  Chinese  monarch,  consider- 
ngdtasa  £cit  visitt  would  Imre  gladly  received 
him  ^  hot  that  there  Met  be  flotinedliDg.  The^ 
nessetiger^  faowever,  having  absolutely  nothiDg^ 
Mivibliged  todeimrt  with  a  letter  only*  HeM» 
lumed  to  Tobolsk ;  but  uniortunately  that  ciiy 
dUd  HM  coQteki  any  ixie  of  learoiog  stiflkimt  tof 
decypher  a  single  syllable,  Wiiat,  therefore^ 
laight  be  the  icope  ot  Im  impenal  M^tfity'^com* 
tBomcBtism^  ^enuned  iop  ever  a  seeKtt.^ 

Ik.  16S6  a  amsiro  was  seat  undev  all  mmbMaif 

dor  of  tlie  name  of  Boxcof  ;  but  as  he  refused  U> 
pec&rm  tbe  ceiamonjr  af  lha  .Kotau^  be  waB:db- 

missed  without  obtaining  an  audience*^ 

The  Russian  emfHre  eotitinttidl}'  extending  it# 
self  through  v>k)eFia,  came,  in  1680,  iu  cooiact  with 
tbe  Chinese  near  tbe  baaloB  of  the  Anaof.  Tbia 
collision  led^  ia.  tbe  first  instance,  to  seme  hostile 
eaaoaatera^  till  a  tentty  was  coQcbided  at  Nertsi^ 
hinish,  fiating  the  limits  of  Ike  two  empires,  and 
dlawiag  the  aabjeds  of  each  to  tnde,  with  passi' 
ports,  in  the  territory  of  the  other.  Considerable 
profits  being  iound  to  arise  trom  thia  intercourse^ 
Velar  the  Great  ctmcehad  tbe  design  of  kofmh 
and  ealai^Bg  it. 
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Ill  160S  be  despatched  Evsbasd  Isbbamd  Idem^ 

who  spent  three  years  in  going  and  returning  be- 

tureen  Moscow  md  Peking.  We  shall  take  other 
authorities  foTthe  part  of  his  journey >w4»dr lay 
through  Siberiay  and  shall  join  hitu  at  the  great 
Wiallr  which  he  considers  one  of  the  wdnde«NsMii 
world*  He  then  proceeded  to  Galka  (Kalgan)! 
where  die  gOtenior  entertained  him^mtlf^MlHi 
prepared  in  tiie  usual  Chinese  style — the  meat  cut 
iaiti»  monthfuisi  •  served  in  bowls  piled -or«||i9M^ 
otlicr  iij)on  small  tables,  and  eaten  with  chopsticks 
only-*4ea  and  brandy  tor  liquor — miMSfiii wri 
plays  performing  during  the  meal.  He  maaifiisi 
ticularly  pleased  with  the  soups,  composed  of  an 
teiAi  foaod >ib^  toOa, , wtthoit  kmoa^cHniMisfc 
some  reported  to  be  birds*'  uests  ^  a  ju^t  state* 
ment,  this  sobstilBM  beiiig  in 
for  by  Uic  Chinese  tin  ou&^h  all  the  Indian  arohi* 
pelagow*'  ULe  assurer » us  that ■  no^ ' 4feMMyan^mJi 
oeiild  have  mended  them. 

In  a  few  days  the  embassy  reached  TongchoUf 
which  carries  on  a  considerable  trade  with  Jmpaa 
and  Corea,  and  bears  all  the  Chinese  marks  of 
OMimercial  prosperity.  The  river  was  'covered 
with  junksy  having  masts  of  bamboo,  with  sails  of 
rashi  and  cemented,  instead  of  pttch^  with  a  spe* 
cies  of  glutinous  earth.  The  ambassador  was 
much  dazzled  by  the  di^lay  of  beautiful  porce- 
lain in  the  market  He  then  proceeded  through 


Digitized  by  Google 


BUSSUM  B11BASSIE8.  fllft 

Bfcrtile  country,  diversified  with  fine  gardens,  ta  - 
Peking^and  was  carried  through  the  usual  rm mease  ^ 
mmd  to  hk  apartmento  in  the  hold  of  amlMUMi^ 
dors.  Three  days  alter,  he  received  the  imperial 
ftaat  of  wdoome,  when  the  Emperor's  uncle  and 
four  other  lords  seated  themselves  on  the  floor 
wttfi  him  to  a  cold  collation  of  aerenty  dishesf  A 
few  days  after  he  received  instructions  to  appear 
next  moraiag  at  tba  castle  with  the  credentials  q£ 
his  csariafa .lAajesty.  He  was  escorted. by  tiuree 
Mandarins,  and  was  led  to  the  imperial  haU, 
where  a  vast  number  of.  oi  richly  dreasedp 
were  in  waiting.  Soon  after  the  Emperor  apptas^ 
ed^  and  the  ambassador  delivered  his  aredentaala 
with  the  usual  ceremonial,  which,  I  presume^ 
must  have  included  the  Kotou,  thoiigti  it  ia  noH 
expressly  specified.  They  were  afterwards  invit- 
ed to  a. grand  dinner,  at  which  the  Emperor  waa 
present.  This  was  of  course  more  splendid  thai^ 
any  of  the  former  ones,  though  served  in  the 
same  style,  and  all  the  dishes  were  cold.  The 
ambassador  was  seated  near  the  monarch,  who 
directed  him  to  be  brought  still  nearer,  and  sent 
him  several  dishes  from  his  own  table.  Having 
then  asked  what  European  languages  he  under* 
stood,  the  Emperor  caused  the  missionaries  Crem 
billon,  and  Thomas,  a  Portuguese,  to  be  called  in« 
Gerbillon  put  a  number  of  questions  in  Italiait 
cqncernidg  his  journey,  and  tiie  country  through 
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which  he  bad  pASsedy  leportuig  the  answen  to  the 

Emperor.  The  monarch  concluded  by  giving 
him  a.draugbt  of  the  Tartar  liquor  koumiss,  when 
the  ambassador  took  hia  leave* 

During  his  stay  Isbrand  Ides  witnessed  the 
ftatival  of  the  new  year^  whidi  is  oelebnied  ivith 
universal  and  eathusiastic  festivity «  The  dis« 
cb«ge  of  itidceta  and  other  iii8-woilDi»  theioiiiidA 
ing  of  the  large  idolatrous  drums,  the  blowing  of 
trumpet*,  and  the  acdamatioDs  of  the  people, 
produced  a  noise  as  great  as  if  there  had  been  a 
pitched  battle  between  two  armies  of  a  hundred 
thousand  men.  During  the  day  die  ttraets  were 
crowded  with  processions  of  images,  attended  by 
laoMS,  bearing  pots  of  incensm  and  stringa  o£ 
beads.  Many  Tartar  ladies  were  seen  riding  on 
alsea,  with  their  aervant4naids  behind.  AU  the 
usual  plays  and  juggling  tricks  were  carefully 
exhibited.  He  was  particularly  amused  by  the 
elephant  stable,  the  inmates  of  which  had  not 
cmly  been  trained  to  place  themselves  in  every 
imaginable  position  at  the  conmumd  of  their 
keeper,  but  had  even  been  instructed  to  imitate 
tibe  sounds  of  di&rent  animals )  the  roar  of  tiie 
tiger,  the  low  of  the  ox,  and  even  the  note  of  the 
canary  bird.  The  jftomish  missioDaries,  at  present 
in  high  favour,  shewed  him  the  large  convent 
which  they  had  built,  and  enclosed  with  a  high 
wall*  The  church  was  capable  of  containiDg  two 
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or  three  thousand  people,  ud  was  ridily  adorned 

with  altars  and  images.  For  the  amusement  of 
the  Emperor,  they  kept  a  museum  of  rarities, 
and  a  pair  of  globes  six  feet  in  diameter*  They 
drauk  in  rich  wines  the  healths  of  the  monarchs 
of  Europe* 

The  audience  of  leave  took  place  in  a  different; 
tam  from  that  of  introduction,  but  with  ceremo* 
nies  nearly  similar,  and  with  every  mark  of  amity. 
During  this  embassy  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  passing  of  regular  caravans  to  Peking.  These 
were  understood  to  belong  to  the  Hussian  govern* 
Bient,  and  bad  all  their  expenses  within  the  em- 
pire defrayed  by  the  Chinese  court.  The  Russi* 
ana,  howler,  soon  gave  considmtble  umbrage  by 
^  their  habits  of  intoxication,  which  produced  dis- 
orden  altogether  shocking  to^  this  sober  and  or* 
derly  people.  The  complaints  became  so  numei^- 
ous,  that  Kangbi  began  to  threaten  their  entire 
expulsion.  To  obviate  this  danger,  the  Czar,  in 
ni5,  sent  Leo£f  Vassilovih  Ismayloff  as  envoy  to 
the' court  of  China.  A  narrative  of  the  joumqr* 
was  afterwards  written  by  Laurence  Lange,  the 
caravan  agent ;  and  a  still  more  valuable  one  by 
our  countryman  Bell,  to  whose  fidelity  ample  tes- 
timony is  borne  by  Mr  Barrow* 

The  embassy  stopped  at  Selinginsk  till  notice 
was  sent  to  the  court  of  Peking,  and  permission 
obtained  to  proceed*-  Hits  caused- a  delay  of 

VOL.  III.  -  X 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHIVA» 


about  two  months.  At  length,  on  the  8th  of 
September*  they  took  tbek  departure.  On  view* 
ibg  the  vast  extent  of  rich  fend  lying  here  uncnk 
tivated,  and  covered  witk  wood»  Bell  could  ool 
help  comparing  it  to  the  American  colonies,  and 
figuring  to  himseii^  the  cultivated  fields,  villages^ 
and  farm-houses,  with  which  k  would  one  day  be 
covered.  There  is  good  land  here,  he  says,  enough 
to  feed  two  or  three  great  European  nations.  On 
the  ^!Oth  they  passed  a  rivulet  called  the  Saritzyn^ 
or  a&w  Moon,  wliich  fornaa  the  boundary  between 
the  Russian  and  Chinese  emph'es.  The  plains 
here  are  covered  wilh  rank  and  thick  grass,  so 
dry  that  it  would  make  excellent  bay.  The  Mon- 
gols, however,  merely  set  fire  to  it,  and  cause  a 
wide  conflagration,  that  it  may  be  manure  to  thw 
next  crop.  From  this  time  all  their  expenses 
were  defrayed  by  the  Chinese  government but 
some  females  whom  they  were  bringing  in  their 
train  ^vere  imperatively  stopped*  They  passed 
over  fine  plaina  and  vaQeys,,  covered  with  rank 
grass,  and  producing  rhubarb  abundautiyy  but 
wiihont  inhabitants.  By  degrees  the  aspect  of 
the  country  altered  for  the  worse  j  and  at  length* 
they  arrived  on  the  bordej^  of  the  desert  of 
Shamo.  On  the  4th  October,  at  Tola,  they  filled 
their  bottles  for  the  last  time  with  pure  and 
wholesome  water,  and  entered  on  what  the  Mon* 
gols  called  the  Hungry  Desert*  Akb9ugh,.  how* 
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ever,  the  grass  is  short  ftod  tbin»  Jt  appeared  to 

be  very  nourisbingy  from  the  good  condition  of  a 
considerable  nmnber  of  cattle.  Tbis  ahses.  per* 
haps  from  the  saline  character  of  the  soiL  Tb» 
ground  was  strewed  with  numberless  p^bbles^  some 
of  very  considerable  beauty  and  value.  On  the 
II th  they  came  to  a  spring  of  pure  running. water» 
which  appeared  to  them  as  ddieious  as  Burgundy 
or  Champaigae.  Numerous  springs  and  lakes  of 
brackish  water  here  occur*  whkh»  nbtwithstand* 
ing  their  bad  quality,  render  the  country  habita- 
ble. Their  heaviest  toil  was  in  crossing  a  tract 
of  moving  sand,  formed  into  shifting  waves  twen- 
ty feet  higb^  and  sinking  beneath  their  feet*  So 
laborious  was  this  road,  that  though  it  was  only 
twenty  miles  broad,  they  spent  three  days  in 
passing  it*  At  lengthy  on  the  4th  Novembefy 
one  of  the  party  cried  out  Land !  and  the  rest^ 
OS  looking,  beheld,  at  forty  miles'  distancct  the 

wall  of  China  majestically  stretching  along  the 
tops  of  the  mountains.  As  they  approached 
nearer^  it  became  always  the  tMn  majestic, 
running  from  one  high  rock  to  another,  with 
square  towers  in  the  intervals*  They  found 
the  gate  guarded  by  a  thousand  men,  and  com- 
manded by  two  officers,  one  Tartar  and  the  other 
Chinese.  They  were  entertained  in  the  guard- 
room with  fruits,  confections,  and  tea ;  and  four 
miles  beyond  arrived  at  Kalgan. 
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The  embassy  pft>ceeded  to  Peking  by  the  same 
Toate  as  the  former  misaion*  They  entered  aoud 
the  usual  crowd,  and  were  received  with  the  uaual 
'ceremonies.  A  very  warm  discussion  took  place 
'on  the  subject  of  the  Kotou^  or  nine  prostrattoni^ 
^hich  were  most  strenuously  resisted  by  the  em- 
'  ^bassy;  howevertbe  Chinese  remained  inflexibl^sii- 
•timatingthat  without  it  there  could  be  no  audience. 
At  length  the  JtCussians  yielded,  endeavouring  to 
4ave  their  honour  by  the  stipulation,  that  'since 
they  in  China  had  followed  the  Chinese  ceremo- 
nial, the  Chinese  in  Russia  should  follow  the  Rus- 
sian one.  This  was  readily  granted ;  yet  the 
operation  of  prostrating  themselves  nine  times  in 

-the  dust  proved  still  very  ungrateful,  and  even 

iwhen  the  crisis  came  they  made  repeated  at* 
tempts  to  abridge  the  process ;  but  the  unrelent- 
ing Mandarins  called  out  continually  morgti^bosSf 
in  a  tone  which  admitted  of  no  contradictiM. 
Afler  the  ceremony,  the  King  addressed  them  in 
H  Very  courteous  manner,  admitted  them  to  s^ 
veral  interviews,  and  took  them  out  to  hunt  with 
ihim.  During  a  stay  of  several  months  at  Pekiqg, 
^our  author  had  a  pretty  full  view  of  the  genius 
and  character  of  the  Chinese*  He  places  (them 
jxk  rather  a  more  favourable  light  than  most  tnt- 
tellers.  The  Chinese,  he  says,  are  a  civilized 
-and  hospitahle'people,  complaisant  to  strangera^ 
and  to  one  another;  their  regard  for  their  ptf- 
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rents,  and  decent  treatment  of  their  women  of  all 
ranks,  deserve  great  praise.  Ue  says  they  obsenre 
the  strictest  honour  and  justice  in  their  dealings ; 
yet  immediately  after  adds,  not  very  consistentlyy 
that  not  a  few  of  them  are  mudi  addicted- to 
knavery.  He  praises  them  also  for  their  great 
patience  in  finishing  every  thing  tbey  undertake  $ 
and  instances  the  street  of  Peking,  which  appear- 
ed to  him  the  finest  in  the  world,  and  the  ca- ' 
nals,  lined  with  freestone,  by  which  water  is  con- 
veyed into  the  city. 

In  this  embassy  the  negociators  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  Chinese  government  to  continue 
the  trade  on  the  same  terms  as  before.  The.. 
Russians,  however,  still  indulging  in  the  same 
excesses,  were  at  length,  in  17^5^,  entirely  banish- 
ed  from  the  empire.  A  new  treaty  was  made  in 
17279  by  which  the  crown  was  allowed  to  send  a 
caravan  once  in  three  years,  and  a  frontier  sta- 
tion was  fixed  for  carrymg  on  the  general  trade 
between  the  empires.  In  1755  the  caravans  were 
dropped ;  and  the  whole  intercourse  has  since 
been  confined  to  the  two  contiguous  towns  of 

Kiachta  on  the  Russian  side,  and  Maimatshin 
on  the  Chinese.  With  the  latter  also  it  is  con- 
fined to  a  certain  number  of  merchants,  licens- 
ed and  regulated  by  the  government. 

Mr  Barrow,  in  his  valuable  account  of  China 
communicated  to  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica, 
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hgft  given  the  subaUioce  of  a  ino3t  cuh0U$  docu- 
iMiit»  being  the  secret  iastructioiis  given  by  the 
Cbinede  to  their  Board  of  Merchants,  of  which 
the  BiUsaiana  by  sooie  meHQi  had  obtained  poMes- 

sion.  It  instructs  them  to  proceed  on  the  most 
complete  system  of  coacealment  and  deceptioQ. 
Every  letter  recdred  by  any  one  nierchant  roust 
be  opened  in  a  public  assembly,  that  they  may 
act  in  concert  against  the  Russtans/' '  False 
information  is  to  be  given  on  the  prices  of  all 
goods  in  the  interior  of  China ;  end  if  any  one 
article  is  particularly  in  demand,  the  merchant^ 
must  ail  join  in  decrying  it»  while  no  one  on  any 
account  shall  outbid  the  other.  Whoever  betrays 
to  the  Russians  any  secrets  of  the  interior  trader 
is  to  be  sent  to  the  galleys  for  three  years,  •  Tliey 
are  to  carry  on  all  transactions  in  the  language 
of  the  Russians,  so  that  the  latter  iriay  be  under 
no  necessity  of  learning  Chinese.  Every  effort  is 
to  be  made  to  discover  the  secrets  of  the  Russian 
government;  but  the  punishment  of  death  is 
pronounced  on  all  who  betray  to  the  Russians  the 
secrets  of  the  Chinese  government.  The  extent 
and  value  of  the  trade  carried  on  in  this  extraor- 
dinary manner  la  very  imperfectly  known* 
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China  had  hilbcrto  bean  tnivefied  only  by  incr- 
cbants  and  missioDaries^  who  had  vianred  it  only 
io  a  limited  and  paitial  maimer,  md  wanted  akiU 
;iDd  judgment  to  arrange  the  copious  materials 
wUdi  tbey  had  been  emiUed  to  i^oUect*  Britain 
liad  first  the  honour  of  sending  out  a  mission, 
Wbicby  with  the  usual  poittical  ofajectsi  oombiued 
arrangements  for  acquiring  an  accurate  know- 
ledge what  sort  of  country  China,  under  every 
point  of  view,  really  waa.  For  this  purpose,  it 
was  composed  not  only  of  diplomatic  characters 
of  tlie  highest  distinctioiit  but  of  men  of  spience 
and  intelligence  in  every  dqyartment^  well  quab 
ficd  to  appreciate  all  Uie  ofafecta  which  nature 
or  society  should  present  to  their  view.  Ac- 
cordingly the  narrative  of  Sir  George  StauntoOt 
and  the  still  more  valuable  and  judicious  one 
of  Mr  Barrow,  has  afforded  us  very  ample  means 
to  estimate  tlie  place  which  this  great  empire 
brids  in  the  scale  of  social  existencct  - 
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Lord  Macartney,  already  distinguished  in  the 
annals  of  diplomacy,  was  selected,  at  once  in  con- 
sideration of  hb  approved  skill,  and  of  his  rank, 

so  well  calculated  to  dazzle  a  people  among  whom 
titles  are  viewed  as  an  object  of  the  first  import- 
ance. The  subordinate  situations  were  filled  by 
Sir  George  Staunton,  Mr  Barrow,  and  Dr  Din- 
widdle. Instead  of  landing  at  Canton,  they  de- 
termined to  sail  round  and  disembark  in  the  Yel- 
low Sea,  whereby  they  would  avoid  the  delay  and 
^•obstacles  of  a  long  land  journey,  and  would  view 

*  ^^^^ 

♦  an  extent  of  coast  not  hitherto  visited  by  Euro- 
peans.     In  navigating  the  eastern  coast,  they 

^came  to  the  great  archipelago  of  Tchusan,  con- 
tsisting  of  not  less  than  four  hundred  islands. 

-  Boats  came  out  in  crowds  to  view  a  vessel,  the 

-  construction  of  which  was  so  new  to  them.  Be- 
sides boats,  there  were  a  number  of  larger  vessels 
conveying  wood,  which  was  piled  on  them  to  such 
a  height  as  apparently  to  involve  the  greatest 

-danger  of  their  being  overturned.    The  larger 

-  vessels  were  of  the  most  cumbrous  construction ; 

•  the  hull  presenting  the  form  of  the  new  moon, 
while  the  ends  rose  on  each  side  to  an  enormous 
height,  and  the  bow  was  of  the  same  square  form 
with  the  stern.  The  mast,  however  large,  is  com- 
posed of  a  single  piece  ;  and  to  each  mast  is  at- 
tached a  single  sail,  composed  of  the  fibres  of  the 
bamboo,  which  often  furls  and  unfurls  like  a  fan. 
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II  seemed  ineoficeivable  how,  in  tuob  clamsy  ves- 
leUy  they  could  perform  long  voyages,  especially 
mid  seas  where  they  are  exposed  to  the  t^ng  or 
ttiflbon,  a  blast  so  tremendous^  that  at  its  height, 
•8.  an  experienced  commander  aasnred  Mr  Bar* 
row,  if  ten  thousand  drums  and  as  many  trumpets 
were  blowing  at  the  same  moment,  they  would 
not  be  beard.  Accordingly  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
sand  persons  are  said  to  perish  annually  in  this 
navigation. 

The  mission  landed  at  Tchusan,  where  they 
were  received  with  courtesy.  They  observed  on 
the  tables  a  singular  ornament,  consisting  of  pines, 
oaks,  and  other  forest  trees,  none  above  two  fieel 
high,  yet  some  bearing  marks  of  age,  and  sur- 
rounded with  rocks,  earth,  and  mosses,  so  as  to 
give  the  appearance  of  a  real  forest  The  Chi- 
nese, by  a  peculiar  art,  have  been  enabled  to 
eflBsct  this  miniature  imitation  of  nature.  Theiv 
ob}ect  was  here  to  procure  a  pilot  into  the  Yellow 
Sea,  whereupon  all  the  inbi^Mtants  who  bad  ever 

been  at  sea  were  put  in  requisition,  and  came  drop- 
ping on  their  knees  betbre  the  governor.  Two 
poor  men  were  obliged  to  leave  their  trades,  and 
accompany  the  EngUsh,  but  proved  so  ignorant, 
that  the  latter  were  solely  indebted  to  their  own 
skill  and  vigilance  for  a  safe  navigation  through 
ihese  dangerous  seas.  They  succeeded,  however, 
ia  entering  that  great  gulf,  and  after  anchoring  in 
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the  bay  of  TeD*choo*ibat  came  to  the  mouth  of 
the  F^o.  Pfovieioiis  and  fruttt  nwe  eeat  mk 
in  vast  quantities  f  aad  at  the  mouth  of  tbp  liver 
there  were  found  from  thirty  to  finrty  veaida  of 
two  hundred  tons  eacb»  for  their  conveyance  up- 
wards.  These  feaseb  were  entirely  rigged  widi 

bambooy  but  ^ve^e  exceedingly  convenient,  rising 
high  above  the  watert  and  being  divided  into 
thirteen  diattnct  compartments*  The  flags  bore 
in  black  characters  the  following  inscription: 
TAe  SnglM  ambassador  wrjfmg  frUkite  to  the 
Emperor  qf  China. 

The  emhasay  were  disappointed  in  the  fint  ap- 
proach to  this  great  capital  of  China.  The  couo« 
try  was  low  and  awampyt  cultivated  only  in  perti  ; 
the  villages,  though  numerous,  were  small,  and 
every  thing  had  a  poor  appearfmcep  The  banfca 
were  crowded  with  spectators^  among  whom  they 
observed  many  females  j  but  among  tho$^  fair 
ornaments  of  the  creation,  none  had  ever  been 
seen  whose  charms  were  embellished  with  so  little 
judgment  as  on  the  banks  of  the  Peiho.  Large 
bunches  of  artificial  flowers  were  stuck  in  their 
hairy  but  without  the  least  tpste ;  their  faces  and 
necks  were  daubed  with  white  paint,  their  eyes 
blackened,  and  their  chin  decked  with  two  br^t 
Vermillion  spots.  Andee  enormousiy  thick  pro- 
truded over  feet  which  had  been  reduced  by  un« 
natural  compression  to  the  leiigth  of  four  or  five 
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ornamented  with  fringe  and  ta$9els.  As  the  Eng* 
itah  penetcated  into  the  more  crowded  distriota^ 

females  no  longer  appeared  in  public. 

pD  approaching  Tienaing^  the  embassy  saw  the 
first  object  calculated  to  give  them  an  idea  of  the 
vast  population  pi  China.  This  consisted  in  the 
pilei  of  salt  here  accumulated  for  the  use  of  the 
neighbouring  provinces,  which  were  judged  suffix 
dent  toT  the  annual  coosuniption  of  thirty  mil- 
lions of  people.  On  entering  the  cit/i  the  multi« 
tude  of  large  vessels  lying  close  together,  the 
throng  of  small  craft,  through  which  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  make  their  way,  the  number- 
less spectators  standing  in  rows  behind  each 
pther,  presented  a  complete  scene  of  crowd  and 
busiiiefls.  The  countenances  of  the  people  were 
extremely  prepossessing,  their  behaviour  cour- 
teous and  acoommodating,  end  their  features  bore 
the  stamp  of  innocence  and  simplicity.  After 
leaving  Tiensing,  the  country  again  ceased  to 
present  a  crowded  population  ;  but  the  deficiency 
on  land  was  made  up  on  the  water.  In  the  course 
of  ninety  miles,  they  counted,  besides  numberless 
small  craft,  a  thousand  vessels  fitted  up  as  houses, 
and  eadi  containtng  ten  or  twdve  apartments, 
sufficient  to  hold  a  fainily.  At  length  they  land-* 
ed,  and  proceeded  in  about  twelve  miles  to  the 
esq^ital  of  China.   The  first  aspect  did  not  cor^i 
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respond  with  the  ideas  formed  of  the  greatest  city 
in  the  world.  Although  the  walls  were  only 
twenty-five  feet  high,  neither  house,  tower,  spire, 
nor  dome  appeared  above  them.  This  wall,  like 
all  others  in  China,  is  merely  composed  of  the 
earth  dug  out  of  the  ditch,  faced  on  each  side 
with  masonry.  On  entering,  however,  the  streets 
were  found  straight  and  broad,  and  the  houses, 
though  only  one  storey  high,  were  painted  with 
various  colours,  and  adorned  with  flags,  so  that 
the  whole  had  the  air  of  a  large  encampment. 
The  crowd  of  moveable  workshops,  the  tents  and 
booths  for  selling  provisions,  the  processions  of 
men  in  office,  with  their  numerous  retinues  and 
strange  insignia,  mourners,  marriage  parties,  ped- 
lars, jugglers,  conjurors,  mountebanks,  musicians, 
composed  so  numerous  and  confused  a  crowd, 
that  the  Tartar  soldiers  could  scarcely  with  their 
whips  enforce  a  passage.  This  multitude,  amid 
the  varied  noises  raised  by  bawling  their  wares, 
wrangling,  talking,  and  laughing  with  each  other, 
cast  a  curious  glance  at  the  passing  embassy,  but 
without  intermitting  any  of  their  own  occupations. 
The  English  were  conveyed  at  first  to  apartments 
eigiit  miles  beyond  Peking,  but  found  them  so 
wretched,  that  they  solicited  a  return  to  the  capi- 
tal. The  Emperor,  however,  was  then  at  his 
hunting  palace  of  Gehol,  within  the  frontier  of 
Tartary  j  and  they  were  requested  to  repair  thi- 
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ther»  for  the  purpose  of  being  introduced  to  him 
on  the  aniiivenNiry  of  his  birtb-day.  Mr  Barrow 
and  Dr  Dinwiddie,  however,  continued  at  Peking, 
and  were  accommodated  in  the  palace  of  Yueiv- 
.mien. 

Twenty  miles  after  leaving  Peking,  the  eio- 
basaj  found  the  level  €£  the  country  banning  to 
rise.  The  mountains*  forming  the  approach  to  a 
table  land,  were  steep  to^arda  the  aea,  but  de* 

clined  gently  on  the  Tartarian  side.  Tlie  party 
were  accommodated  in  palaces  built  at  regular 
atages  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Emperor  in 
bis  summer  excursions  into  Tartary.  On  the 
fourth  day  th^  saw,  as  it  were,  a  line  stretching 
over  the  whole  e^^tent  of  the  mountain  horizon ; 
it  was  the  great  wall.  On  approaching,  their  asto- 
nishment was  still  increased  at  seeing  this  immense 
erection  carried  over  so  rugged  a  barrier,  ascend* 
ing  the  highest  mountains,  and  descending  into 
the  deepest  valleys,  with  towers  at  the  distance  of 
every  hundred  steps.  The  transport  of  such  mas- 
sive materials  to  the  height  often  of  five  thousand 
feet ;  the  space  of  fifteen  hundred  miles  through 
which  it  is  continued  ;  and  its  perfect  preserva- 
tion after  the  lapse  of  two  thousand  years,  afford- 
ed all  new  subjects  of  wonder.  In  proceeding 
into  Tartary,  the  level  of  the  ground  became 
always  higher,  the  climate  more  severe,  the  moun- 
tains more  rugged  and  naked.    The  elevation 
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was  further  indicated  by  the  prevalence  of  goitres 
among  the  inhabitants  ^  and  some  of  the  peaks 
were  supposed  to  be  15,000  feet  high.  An  open- 
ing among  these  rugged  mountains  disclosed  the 
▼alley  in  which  Oebol  was  situated.  Hiia  im- 
perial village  contained  only  the  palaces  of  the 
Prince  md  grandees,  mixed  with  a  few  miserable 
Tartar  huts-*-no  medium  between  the  extremes 
of  grandeur  and  wretchedness.  IVetty  warm  dis- 
cussions now  took  place  with  the  Colao,  or  first 
minister!  concerning  the  performance  of  the  Ko- 
tou;  and  it  was  at  last  conceded,  that  Lord 
Macartney  should  merely  perform  the  obeisance 
usually  paid  to  his  own  sovereign,  by  bending  one 
knee  to  the  ground.  This  decision  was  supposed 
greatly  due  to  the  Emperor  himselft  a  man  of 

liberal  mind,  and  no  lover  of  ceremony.  'WTien 

w 

announced  at  Peking,  however,  Mr  Barrow  found 
the  courtiers  and  tribunals  struck  with  the  deep> 
est  consternation,  and  considering  it  almost  o£ 
evil  omen  to  the  empire. 

The  hour  fixed  for  the  audience  was  the  dawn 
of  day,  which,  however  singular  it  appears  to 
Europeans^  suited  well  a  hunting  court,  where 
every  thing  was  arranged  with,  a  view  to  that 
favourite  amusement.  It  was  given,  not  in  the 
palace,  but  in  a  spacious  tent  within  the  precincts 
of  the  gardens  $  a  remnant  of  Tartar  manners. 
When  they  had  waited  for  some  time,  the  ap- 
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proach  of  the  Emperor  was  announced,  by  mmy 
iostrummts  playing^  and  by  a  number  of  parsons 
celebrating  aloud  his  virtues  and  h  is  power.  He 
was  carried  in  a  chair  by  sixteen  men,  wearing  a 
robe  of  dark  coloured  silk,  and  a  velvet  head* 
dress,  resembling  a  Highland  bonnet.  The  am^ 
bassador  was  brought  to  the  left  side  of  the  thione, 
which  is  the  Chinese  place  of  honour,  and  held 
above  his  head  the  rich  gold  box,  adorned  with 
diamonds,  which  contained  the  King*s  letten 
The  Emperor  received  it  very  graciously,  and 
took  it  into  his  own  hand,  which  is  considered  as 
a  favour  even  contrary  to  usage*  The  interview 
was  closed  bjr  an  imperial  feast  bk  the  usual 
style- 

During  Lord  Macartneiy^s  stay  at  Gohol,  be 

had  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  imperial  gar- 
dens; an  object  which,  besides  displajrii^  the 

wealth  and  pomp  of  China,  exhibits  even  its  taste 
in  a  favourable  point  of  view*  The  English  en- 
tered first  through  magnificent  woods  and  hwns^ 
resembhng  an  Engh'sh  park;  after  travelling; 
through  which  for  three  miles,  they  came  to  a 
lake  so  formed  as  to  appear  to  lose  itself  in  the 
distance.  Entering  a  magnificent  barge,  they  saiU 
ed  along  this  fine  piece  of  water,  which  presented 
at  every  turn  such  varied  features  of  shore,  bay, 
rock,  and  wood,  and  the  art  which  embellished 
all  so  carefully  concealed^  that  it  appeared  the 
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graodeaC  sfieetiiitti  of  oraainnted  nature  mf 

where  existing.  They  landed  at  numerous  pavil- 
lions^  filled  with  vaaes»  porceleio,  sfrfieres^  oireiieib 
clock%  and  other  instruments,  of  such  exquirite 
workmanfibip,  and  in  such  profusion^  that  the 
presents,  which  they  hiul  hoped  would  at  least 
have  the  charm  of  novelty,  sunk  into  insignili* 
cance.  Yet  they  were  assured  that  these  were 

greatly  surpassed  by  what  were  preserved  in  the 
apartments  of  the  ladie4»  to  which  they  were  not 
allowed  to  approach. 

The  Emperor's  birth-day  formed  a  festival 
which,  acc(N*ding  to  a  Tartar  custooi,  of  which 
we  have  seen  examples,  was  distinguished  by  the 
assemblage  of  great  lords  and  officers  of  state  ftbm 
every  extremity  of  the  empire.  Twelve  thou- 
sand Mandarins  are  said  to  havtf  been  present  at 

the  great  review,  tlie  troops  at  whicli  amounted 
to  eighty  thousand*  Jbor  several  days  after*  games 
of  various  kinds,  pantoinimes»  dances,  fire-worlub 
in  which  the  Chinese  excel,  continued  to  be  ex- 
hibited. 

The  embassy  now  returned  to  Peking,  and 
were  soon  followed  by  the  £mperor,  whom  they  * 
went  out  in  procession  to  meet.  They  were  sen- 
sible that  their  stay  ought  to  be  drawing  to  a 
period,  especially  as  the  entertainment  afibrded 
to  them  was  so  sumptuous  as  must  press  heavily 
on  the  Chinese  finances.   They  soon  found  that 
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the  ideas  of  the  imperial  iQinistiy  had  anticipated 
their  own  upon  this  subjecti  The  Colao  begm 
to  warn  them  of  the  danger  of  being  overtaken 
by  the  ice ;  a|id  wi^P  thegr  hinted  n  desire  to  see 
the  festival  of  the  nenr-year,  he  assored  ih€m  that 
it  would  exhibit  nothiog  heyoqd  what  they  had  wit« 
nessed  at  the  luirth^day.  At  length  aday  was  posi- 
tively named  for  their  audience  of  leave,  which  is 
considerod  9f^  the  iramediata  signal  of  depaiSurt. 
The  interview  took  pipce  in  the  audience*hall  of 
Yuen-QueiH  a  spaciouis  apartmaot;  110  feet  in 

length,  42  in  breadth,  and  20  in  height.  It  is 
built  of  .wood^  £sud.Uas  as  little  excellence  in  point 
oi  architecture  as  inaterials^  but  possesses  every 
sjplendour  which  gilding  and  colouring  can  give 
it*  The  answer,  contained  in  a  toll  of  paper 
covered  with  silk,  was  placed  on  a  chair  in  the 
middle  of  the  hallt  for  the  purpose  of  being  con* 

veyed  to  the  ambassador's  apartments.  Lord 
Macartney  was  now  solely  occupied  with  prepare^- 
tions  for  his  departure,  and  Suntagin,  an  officer 
of  high  ranki  as  well  aa  a  very  courteous  and 
well  informed  person,  was  appointed  to  conduct 
him  and  his  suite  to  Canton. 

In  sailing  along  the  banks  of  the  Peibo^  the 
embassy  were  struck  with  the  dead  level  of  the 
country  through  which  it  flowed.  The  tide  comes 
up  110  miles,  and  often  causes  the  river  to  over- 
flow.   The  enormous  quantity  of  mud  washed 
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down  by  the  Yellow  River,  calculated  at  2,000,000 
solid  feet  in  an  hour,  has  reduced  the  greatest 

depth  of  the  Gulf  of  Pechelee  to  twelve  fathoms, 
and  caused  the  formation  in  it  of  a  number  of 
sandy  islands.  After  passing  through  the  crowd 
of  shipping  at  Tiensing,  they  entered  the  great 
canal,  here  100  feet  wide.  The  country  is  des- 
cribed as  in  only  a  tolerable  state  of  cultivation. 
An  incident  occurred  which  gave  no  very  high 
idea  of  Chinese  humanity.  A  crowd  of  vessels 
being  collected  to  view  them,  one  was  overset,  and 
several  on  board  drowned  ;  an  event  which  passed 
without  the  surrounding  barks  taking  the  least 
notice,  or  making  any  effort  to  save  them.  After 
passing  Tiensing,  they  came  to  an  extensive 
morass,  which  being  below  the  level  of  the  canal^ 
could  be  used  as  a  drain  for  its  superfluous 
ivaters.  It  contained  numerous  lakes,  covered 
with  fishing  vessels,  very  busily  employed.  One 
truly  unique  instrument  in  this  trade  was  a  spe- 
cies of  bird  called  leutze,  about  the  size  of  a  duck, 
which  dived  and  brought  up  fishes  sometimes 
almost  as  large  as  itself.  After  passing  these 
swamps,  they  entered  on  a  most  delightful  coun- 
try, every  spot  of  which  was  cultivated,  except  a 
few  for  ornamental  trees  and  gardens.  The 
canal,  as  they  approached  the  Yellow  River,  pre- 
sented a  grand  spectacle,  being  nearly  lOOQ  feet 
broad,  bordered  with  quays  of  marble  and  granite. 


with  a  continued  raoge  of  bouses ;  while  both 
stsd^  and  the  variqos-MDor  emh  bnaohkig  otifc 
from  it,  covered  with  crowds  of  shipping. 

Some  obhtioA  was  deemed  needful,  to  piopttaata 
the  genius  of  the  Yellow  River,  before  launching 
into  its  rapid  stream*  f  owl^  pigs,  wine,  oil,  tea, 
flour,  rice,  and  salt,  were  the  chief  ceaspooent 
parts,  and  were  carried  to  the  forecastle,  whence 
the  liquida  were  poured  into  the  fiver,  while  the 
meat  was  reserved  for  the  table  of  the  captain 
and  oiew*  This  river,  though  there  had  not  been 

a  drop  of  rain  for  several  months,  flowed  at  the 

rate  of  seven  or  eight  milea  an  hour,  and  as  thick 
and  muddy  as  if  torrents  had  just  fallen.  A 
voyage  of  about  a  hundred  miles  brought  them 
to  the  Yang-tse-kiang ;  but  this  grand  and  beau- 
tiful stream  flowed  so  gently,  that  no  propitiatory 
eftring  was  judged  requisite*  The  appearanoe 
of  the  country  was  now  superior  to  all  that  they 
bad  yet  seen*  The  fleeU  of  vessels  of  every  des- 
cription moving  to  and  fro,  the  continued  succes- 
$lan  of  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  the  varied 
aspect  and  high  cultivation  of  the  lands,  produeisd 
a  truly  striking  combination.  At  Soutcheoufou^ 
they  sailed  three  hours  through  the  suburbs  be- 
fore arriving  at  the  city.  Here,  and  in  the  sur- 
lOUBdsng  pUu:es,  the  inhabitants  appeared*  more 
opulent  and  cheerful  than  in  the  northern  pro- 
vinces, and  were  usually  well  dressed  in  silk* 
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The  ladaes/w^ie  bandflomert  and  shewed  tbem«- 

aelves  with  much  less  reserve;,  which,  however, 
ves  sofloewhat  disereditaUy  aocounted  for,  by  the 
statement  that  the  concubines  of  the  Mandarins 
and  grettt  meo  throughout  China  were  chietijr 
drawn  from  that  neighboi]riiood»  and  were  ibm 
trained  to  fulfil  that  destination. 

The  next  great  town  at.  whidi  the  embassy 
arrived,  was  Hang-tchoofou,  the  celebrated  Quin- 
sai.of  Mareo  Polo. £ven  in  its  decUne  it  struck 
theua  with  high  admiiation.  In  magnitude  it  ap- 
peared aloKiat  to  rival  Peking.  They  describe^  in 
terms  almost  as  glowing  as  his,  the  magic  beauties 
of  its  lake,  the  aumerQUS  pleasure  parties  which 
eovered  it^  the  gilded  barges  with  floating  stream* 
ers  sailing  to  and  fro«  with  the  aerial  paviliious 
with  whidi  ita  margin  was  studded.  At  Uang^ 
tchoofou  the  .canal  terminates;  and  they  now 
eaconded  a ,  riyer»  through  whose  pebbly  stream 

the  barges  were  dragged  almost  by  main  U)i\\\ 
They  cruised  a  small  neck  of  land,  ia  order  la 
teach  another  river  which  fell  into  the  Povan^; 
lake.  Having  thus  reached  the  Kan«kiang,  they 
.were  conveyed  up  its  stream  to  that  ridgevjof 
lofty  mountains  which  forms  the  boundary^yaf 
jQuangtong,  and  all  the  SQUthern  provinces.  AmU^ 

ther  short  land  journey  over  a  high  portion  oi 
ihi^  chain»  caUed  Jdehn,  brought  them. to  the 

*  • 
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was  at  first  so  shallow,  that  it  could  be  navigated 
ooly  by  small  barges;  and  the  conotrf  round  was 
in  an  extraordinary  degree  wild,  mouatainous, 
and  barren.  The  sommks  of  the  cliA  were  often 
seen  almost  touching  each  other  above  the  river, 
so  that  they  sailed  as  through  immense  cavemsi 
Extensive  mines  of  coal  were  working  in  this  de* 
-file.  On  entering  Quangtong,  the  embassy  ex* 
perienced  a  moitifying  change  fVom  that  respect- 
ful courtesy  with  which  they  had  elsewliere  been 
treated,  to  an  extremely  rude  and  insolent  beba« 
viuur.  The  very  peasantry  bawled  out  of  their 
houses,  Imps^  Jareign  devils.  This  contempt  of 
strangers,  which  always  increased  as  they  ap- 
proached nearer  to  Canton,  was  considered  as 
dearly  emanating  from  that  city,  and  as  the  fruit 
of  the  habits  there  prevalent.  In  this  oity,  th^  • 
lowest  Chinese  who  hires  himself  to  an  European 
in  the  most  menial  capacity,  makes  a  iaiihiUl  ser- 
vant, but  still  considers  his  master  as  many  de- 
grees beneath  him  in  the  scale  of  existence. 
Their  official  conductors,  however,  were  uni- 
formly respectful  and  attenti\'e,  and  seemed  in 
the  end  to  become  extremely  attached  to  tliem. 
One  of  them  calculated  that  the  embassy  had 
cost  the  Emperor  L.  173,000,  wliile  the  whol^ 
expeqse  to  England  had  been  L« 80,000. 
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Ths  €Abas»y  of  Lord  MaisartMy  bwiog  failed 
in  its  dbjcety  do  faiib^  official  i&teroouive  took 
place  till  the  recent  embassy  of  Lord  A^uEuatf 
Somo  diflbrenceB  had  takjm  place  with  the  CaBtoo 
provincial  government,  in  which  the  latter  indeed 
were  obliged  to  yield^  biit  y^hich  tnipifed  the 

Company  with  a  wish  to  open  a  direct  communis 
cation  with  the  courtt  and  to  obtain  thua  an  ap^ 
peal  fhm  the  caprice^  of  the  loqal  government. 
With  thi3  view^  they  proposed  to  the  ^British  Gor 
vemmeiit  that  an  eoabasqr  should  be  sent  from 
the  Prince  Regent  to  the  Emperof,  of  w^ch  they 
undertook  to  defray  the  ei:pense«  This  prpjfmi 
was  readily  acceded  to ;  an  embassy  was  prepay* 
edf  at  the  head  of  which  was  placed  Leni  ^M^? 
berst*  Mr  Elphinston  and  Sir  George  Staunton, 
who  held  the  higbest  situations  in  the  ti^fkiif  H 
Canton,  were  to  occupy  the  second  and  ttitd 
places  in  the  commission  j  but  in  case  either  of 
these  gentlemen  should  happen  to  be  absent,  Mr 
Ellis  went  out  to  fill  the  statiou  thus  left  uno<xyUr 
pied*    On  reaching  Canton,  they  wem:  jnlnel 

only  by  Sir  George  Staunton,  who  took  the  se- 
cond place,  and  Mr  Ellis  the  third.  They  wws 
accompanied  also  by  several  members  of  the 
factory,  and  among  others  by  Mr  Morrison,  A 
gentleman  well  skilled  in  the  Chinese  language, 
and  who  acted  as  interpreter.  The  viceroy  and 
the  Portuguese  at  Macao  shewed  «  unfriendly 
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dSfpotitioiw  and  fptead  in&veiinMe  iiawmn 
1nit»  before  leaving  CantoSy  the  eabasaj  received 
a  oommiiQicflEtioQ  Aam  tfae  Empttfor^  exprauoig 

the  most  cordial  welcome,  and  assurances  of  a 
fimoanble  leoej^taoiu  Jbi  the  iead  of  July  timy  ar* 
rived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Feiho.  Thqr  were  soon 
UKutad  upon  by  three  Mandarins,  two  of  whoiDt 
Chaqg  and  Yin^  had  the  ^ne  a  Uneand  the  oifaar 
a  red  button^  which  indicated  high  rank.  Tim 
tiriirdy  Kwaog^Md  mri^r  a  cfjeitai  imltDiit^  bat  ai 
Chinchae  or  Imperial  Commissioner,  he  took  pre^ 
cadence  0f  the  other  twcu  Indications  of  CSiiaeia 

haughtiness  ^vere  occasionally  manifested  ;  but, 
iipoa  the  whole,  they  behaved  with  iolecable  polite 
ness,  and  arrangements  wws  made  ibr  the  iSsenite 
Jbarkatiou  anjd  voyage^  tlie  river.  An  early  opk 
poteity^  bowcwi;  was  taken  of  introducing  the 
iubject  at  tl)e  Kotou*  The  question  as  to  the 
j^fiji  iliiHnao  of  this  ceremony  had  come  under 

the  consideraUoii  of  the  Goveinment  at  home^ 
and  the  instructions  given  to  the  ambsasadors 
seem  to  have  been  very  judicious.  They  were  to 
adhere,  if  possible,  to  the  precedent  of  Lord  Ma^ 
ortney,  who  liad  obtained  iaccess  to  the  imperial 
presence  without  the  performance  of  a  ceremonjr' 
SD  revolting  to  Sqropean  ideaa.  At  the  same 
time  Lord  Amherst  was  left  at  liberty  to  act  as 
ciicaaMtiao0s  at  the  momont  m^gfat  seeni  to  die-' 
iste }  in  short,  should  it  seem  advisable,  the 
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tou  ins  to  be  {lerfonned*  On  the  oAer  haiui. 

Sir  George  Staunton,  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Canton  ftctoiy,  objected  to  it  in  the  most 
decided  manner,  as  likely  to  produce  injarious 
eSkqts,  by  lowering  the  English  character  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Chinese.  The  first  questions  were 
prudently  evaded  by  Lord  Amherst,  who  merely 
aaidt  that  every  thing  proper  and  respectful 
would  be  done.  The  embassy  and  suite  were 
therefore  embarked  on  the  Peiho;  and  it  was 
soon  intimated,  that  at  Tiensing  an  imperial  ban- 
quet  awaited  them.  The  pleasure  ailbrded  by 
thk  testimony  of  resjiect  was  damped  by  the  inti- 
matioo,  that  they  were  expected  to  perform  the 
grand  ceremony  in  presenice  of  the  dinner,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  his  Im^perial  Majesty  iiad 
presided,  which  he  was  judged  to  do,  faiving 
given  the  entertainment.  This  proposition  was 
rejected  by  Lord  Amherst  in  the  most  decided 
terms ;  he  reftised  even  to  kneel  before  the  ma- 
jesty oi  the  table  and,  after  long  discussion,  the 
Chinese  compounded  for  nine  bows^  to  corres- 
pond with  the  nine  prostrations,  which  they  them- 
selves made.   The  dinner  was  handsome^  after 

the  Chinese  manner ;  and  they  continued  their 
voyiige  up  the  river  to  Tong-chow,  the  port  of 
Peking.  During  the  voyage  and  the  r^dence 
there,  the  Kotou  was  almost  a  perp^ual  subject 
of  discussion  j  and  the  Mmdarins  spared  no  ur* 
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gen'cy  wfaieh  could  iodooe  Lord  Ambent  to  agree 

to  it.  They  even  made  the  most  solemn  and  re« 
peated  asseferattons  that  it  had  bean  paformed 
by  Lord  Macartney ;  and  they  had  the  unparal- 
leled effrontery  to  .appeal  to  Sir  George  Staunton, 
who  had  been  then  preient,  for  the  tmth  of  their 
statement.  Finally,  they  brought  forward  an  im* 
pedal  edict,  in  which  the  same  aiaertion  was 
made.  The  ambassadors  extricated  themselves 
MB  politely  as  possible  from  the  embanassiog  situ* 
ation  in  which  they  were  placed  by  these  scanda- 
lous falsehoods.  Sir  George  evaded  tbe  rei'eren«> 
•  cee  made  to  him;  and  Lord  Amherst  steadily 
lei'erred  to  the  archives  of  the  former  emba^y, 
which  bore  that  no  such  ceremony  had  been  per* 
formed.  To  the  first  band  of  solicitors  was  now 
added  Hao,  whom  Mr  Ellis  terms  a  duke,  though 

the  expression,  we  think,  cannot  be  jiropcrly  ap- 
plied in  China,  where  there  exists  no  high  here- 
ditary rank  corresponding  to  the  idea  which' we 
attach  to  it.  This  duke,  as  he  is  called,  began 
hj  endeavouring  to  carry  his  point  by  roughness 
and  blustering  ^  but  tinding  that  these  produced 
no  effect,  he  assumed  a  more  conciliatory  tone, 
and  held  out  high  prospects,  almost  assurances, 
of  solid  marks  of  imperial  favour,  which  would 
follow  upon  this  point  being  conceded.  Lord 
Amherst  and  Mr  miis  were  inclined  to  yield ;  but 
Sir  George  Staunton  having  held  a  formal  coqsut 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


34& 


CHINA. 


tation  with  the  Canton  members  of  the  missioQi 
gave  it  as  his  and  their  decided  opinion,  that 
compliance  would  prove  more  injurious  to  the  in« 
terests  of  the  Company  in  China  than  any  conces* 
sion  which  could  be  hoped  for.  The  resolution 
of  refusing  it  was,  therefore,  irrevocably  fixed. 
The  Chinese  officers  did  all  in  their  power  to 
induce  the  ambassador  to  change  his  resolution  ; 
but  when  it  appeared  immoveable,  they  seemed  to 
yield  the  point,  and  said  that  the  Emperor  would 
receive  them  on  their  own  terms,  by  which  kneeling 
upon  one  knee  was  to  be  substituted  for  the  Kotou* 
The  object  was  now  to  hasten  their  departure, 
which,  through  the  exertions  of  the  Chinese,  took 
place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  of  August^ 
They  travelled  that  evening  and  the  whole  night 
round  the  walls  of  Peking,  not  being  admitted 
into  the  city.  Soon  after  day-break  they  arrived 
at  the  palace  of  Yuen-mien,  where  the  Emperor 
then  was.  They  were  ushered  into  a  small  apart-^ 
ment,  filled  with  Princes  of  tlie  blood.  Mandarins, 
of  all  buttons,  and  other  spectators.  Chang,  one 
of  their  ordinary  attendants,  then  came  and  an-' 
nounced  the  Emperor's  wish  to  admit  them  to  an 
immediate  audience.  Lord  Amherst  objected,  on 
the  ground  of  his  exhausted  state,  and  want  of  alL 
proper  equipments.  Chang  finding  all  argument 
ineffectual,  reluctantly  carried  the  information  to 
Hoo,  who  sent  repeated  messages,  and  at  last 


cAme  himself,  and  exbaiMted  fbnn  of  argu« 
Bient  or  entreaty  to  induce  Lord  Amherst  to  oo* 
ter.  At  lengthy  with  a  shew  of  frieodlj  violence^ 
be  mad^  a  movement  to  draw  him  in,  which  waa 
very  properly  resisted.  The  anbasndor  then  re* 
paired  to  the  apaitments  provided  for  him. 

The  principle  of  the  Chinese  g|>vemBient  ia  to 
make  every  officer  responsible  for  the  success  of 
the  affiurs  intrusted  to  him,  with  very  little 
quiry  whether  they  have  failed  through  his  own 
jiault,  or  irom  unavoidable  causes.  This  had  led 
to  the  eagerness  of  the  Mandarins  for  the  per- 
formance of  tlie  ceremony,  and  it  now  made  them 
dread  being  punished  for  the  disrespect  shewn  to 

their  imperial  master.  Their  usual  system  of  de- 
ception was  resorted  tOi  The  Emperor  was  told 
that  the  ambassador  had  been  seized  with  a  snd* 
den  illness,  which  rendered  it  impossible  lor  him 
to  appear  in  his  Majesty's  presence*  This  passed 
off  welL  The  Emperor  delayed  the  interview^ 
pnd  permitted  the  British  to  retire  into  a  neigh- 
bouring house,  where  ample  accommodation  was 
provided*  Unfortunatdy»  he  added  the  farther 
kindness  of  sending  his  own  chief  physician  to 
assist  in  their  cure*  That  person  found  Lord 
Amherst  in  the  most  perfect  health,  and  with  no 
visible  impediment  to  have  prevented  him  from 
appearing  at  Court  ^  which  being  reported  to  the 
Emperor,  sealed  the  fate  of  the  embassy.  In  two 
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houn  an  order  arrived  to  set  out  for  Canton  wMi^ 

oat  a  moment's  delay ;  and  no  plea  of  fatigue 
being  listened  to»  the  party  were  obliged  to  set 
out  by  four  of  the  same  day.  On  their  arrival  at 
ToQg-chow,  they  found  tlie  triumphal  arch  which 
had  been  raised  to  celebrate  their  arrival  thrown 
down,  and  the  house  provided  for  their  reception 
'shut  up.  Their  fallen  state  folly  appeared^  when 
a  beggar,  who  had  risen  up  as  Lord  Amherst 
pasaedy  was  ordered  to  resume  bis  seat*  Yet»  m 
the  course  of  their  voyage  down  the  canal,  an 
edict  arrived,  in  which  ,  the  Emperor  complained 
of  having  been  deceived,  and  directed  tiiat  the 
English  should  be  treated  more  favourably.  On 
their  arrival  at  Canton,  however,  they  found  a 
new  edict,  in  which  they^were  bitterly  reproached 
for  the  disrespect  shewn  by  refusing  the  offered 
audience.  The  viceroy  was  instructed  to  treat 
them  with  marked  coldness,  and  even  ta  give 
them  a  sharp  reprimand. 

In  China,  where  nothing  changes,  a  new  tra* 
veller  can  see  little  that  has  not  been  seen  before. 
It  was  impossible  that  the  present  embassy  should 
add  much  to  thie  copions  details  of  the  missiona- 
ries and  Sir  George  Staunton,  and  the  living  pic- 
ture drawn  by  Mr  Barrow.  Indeed  Mr  Ellis, 
though  his  remarks  are  correct  and  sensible,  does 
not  appear  to  us  to  have  been  smitten  with  the 
true  exploratory  spirit    He  sailed,  however. 
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down  the  great  river  Yang-tse-kiang,  which  he 
dc«»bes  as  truly  laqestic.  and  decicbdiy  «^ 
nor  to  the  better  koown  ttream  of  the  Hoangbcv 
or  Yellow  Biver.  Xiiis  entirely  agrees  with  the 
aecmiat  long  ago  givim  by  Marco  Polo^  who  re* 
j^^sents  it  as  the  greatest  then  kuowa  ia  the 
wofkl.  The  embaBsy  had  also  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  the  Doble  scenery  of  the  Poyang  Lake. 
An  extensive  sheet  of  water^  surrounded  with 
mountains,  is  a  feature  not  unknown  to  ourselves. 
But  these  moiintains»  covered  to  the  summit  with 
woods  and  varied  vegetation,  emwned  with  pa^ 
godaSy  and  with  vast  cities  stretching  along  theiR 
feet,  must  have  ibrmed  a  combinatum  o£  gem 
deur,  which  scarcely,  perhaps,  any  othei  part  of 
the  globe  can  equals 

* 

W£  now  hasten  to  that  part  of  the  expeditiOD 
which  presents  by  much  Ihe  most  interesting  re-* 
suits  in  the  view  of  discovery.  This  was  the  re- 
turn of  the  Alceste  and  Lyra  to  Canton^  winch 
they  performed  by  a  route  hitherto  unknown  to 
European  navigators.  A  very  pleasing  account 
is  given  of  it  by  Lieutenant  Macliiod  of  the  Al- 
ceste ;  and  a  more  elaborate,  scientific,  and  truly^ 
interesting  one  by  Captain  Hall  of  the  Lyra,  son 
to  Sir  James  liall,  President  of  the  £.oyai  Society 
of  Edhdbui^h,  a  gentleman  to  whom  science  is 
deeply  indebted.   The  vessels  began  by  making 
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the  circuit  of  the  Gulf  of  Pechelee,  which  brought 
them  upon  the  coast  of  Corea.  They  discovered 
a  group  of  islands,  to  which  Captain  Hall  gave 

his  father's  name.  They  landed  ;  but  the  only 
intercourse  which  they  could  obtain  with  the  in- 
habitants consisted  in  signs  made  by  the  latter, 
expressive  of  the  most  eager  wish  that  they  should 
go  away  ;  one  of  which  consisted  in  blowing  a 
piece  of  paper  in  the  same  direction  with  the 
wind,  and  pointing  to  the  ships.  The  English 
were  at  length  obliged  to  comply,  and  landed  on 
another  part  of  the  coast,  where  they  could  obtain 
no  courtesy  till  they  turned  their  backs  to  regain 
the  ships,  when  the  natives  shewed  the  utmost 
alacrity  in  helping  them  over  every  impediment* 
They  now  came  to  a  very  populous  part  of  the 
coast,  and  resolved  to  make  another  attempt  to 
attain  a  footing  on  land.  As  soon  as  they  put  out 
their  boats,  a  number  came  rowing  from  the  shore 
to  meet  them  ;  and  they  soon  distinguished  one 
personage,  whose  dress  and  deportment  announc* 
ed  him  as  a  chief.  He  was  an  old  man  of  vene- 
rable appearance,  with  a  beard  reaching  below 
his  middle, — a  robe  of  immense  size  flowing  round 
him,  and  a  hat  of  enormous  brim,  reaching  more 
than  three  feet  across.  He  received  them  gra- 
ciously, but,  on  their  proposing  to  go  on  shore, 
intimated  the  most  decided  preference  in  favour 
of  proceeding  towards  the  ship.  The  British  corn- 
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plied ;  and  he  was,  with  great  difScuIty,  hauled 
up  with  his  biiiky  appeMtages^  and  plaeed  upon 
deck.  He  then  shewed  extreme  satisfaction,  and 
endeavoured  to  enter  into  convecsatioQ  ^  but  it 
•oon  proved  that  signs  were  the  fntly  poaiible 
mode  of  communication.  He  behaved,  however, 
wMi  great  courtesy  and  gaietj ;  eat  and  drank 
lAer  the  English  fashion;  and  searched  every 
comer  of  the  ship  with  eager  enrioeitjft  Aough  to 
explore  some  of  them  he  was  obliged,  with  great 
reluctance^  to  lay  aside  his  hat  of  state.  After 
aeveral  interviews,  the  English  pressed  so  ear- 
neslly  the  proposition  of  returning  his  visit  on 
above,  that  be  ibund  himself  obliged  to  comply. 
No  sooner^  however,  bad  the  landing  taken  places 
than  bis  countenance  obnnged,  and  he  was  soon 
seen  melting  into  tears.  The  party  proceeded 
towards  a  village  in  sigbt  ^  but  the  old  man  soon 
began  citing  v  iolently,  and  at  length  sobbed,  and 
even  bellowed  aloud.  The  English,  entreating 
to  know  tbe  canse  of  such  dlr^lr  afNction,  be 
made  a  long  speech,  in  which  nothing  was  intelli- 
gible except  tbe  sign  of  passing  bis  band  fte- 
quently  across  his  neck,  which  was  understood  to 
intimate  that  bis  bead  was  in  danger.*  Everj 
attempt  to  abate  his  agony  having  proved  un- 
availing^ tiiere  remained  no  choiee  but  to  return 
to  the  ship*   He  appeared  then  ashamed  of  hia 
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conduct,  bfut  made  no  attempt  to  repair  it  by  in- 
viting them  again  on  shore* 

The  expedition  proceeded  southwards  ;  but  they 
were  soon  surprised  to  find^  that  what  bad  been 
supposed  to  be  the  coast  of  Corea^  was  in  fact  a 
numerous  collection  of  small  islands,  the  exist- 
ence oi  ^hich  had  been  hitherto  unknown.  Tbe 
number  of  these  islands  baffied  all  calculation. 
From  a  high  point  which  they  reached  in  one  of 
the  group,  they  could  count  ,  a  hundred  and 

twenly  in  sight,  and,  during  a  course  of  upwards 
0^*  a  hundred  miies^  tbe  sea  continued  as  closely 
studded  with  them.  There  does  not,  perhaps, 
exist  iu^  the  world  such  an  archipelago  ol  islets. 
Wherever  they  landed,  the  same  eager  anxiety 
was  shewn  for  their  re-embarkation  ^  so  that  there 
seems  no  doubt  that  the  Gorefin  government  is  aft 
rigidly  adverse  to  the  admission  of  strangers  as^ 
those  of  Cliina  and  Japan# 

The  vessels  now  left  the  shore,  and,  after  a  con-*' 
siderable  run,  passed  a  volcanic  island,  called 
Sulphur  Island;  but  tbe  surf  prevented  them 
from  landing.  They  soon  alter  came  iu  sight  of 
the  great  island  of  lieu  Kieu,  or,  as  Captain  Uall 
calls  it,  Loo  Choo.  The  very  first  view  of  it  in- 
spired a  pleasii^  sentiment,  aa  it  resembled,  ac» 
cording  to  Mr  Macleod's  description,  rather  the 
environs  of  the  finest  countiy«seats  in  England, 
than  the  shores  of  a  remote  and  unknown  tslaad^ 
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TbiB  depoHment  of  the  people  soM  eotifirraed 
every  fi»vourable  impresauMD.  Several  caooes  came 
tipt  which  handed  water»  proviaiooi,  and  flab, 
without  askiug,  or  seeoaing  to  expect  any  returo* 
Their  nwnnm  were  at  once  gentlei  and  eere^ 
moniously  respectful :  they  uncovered  their  heads 
io  presence  of  the  £nglish»  and  bowed  whenever 
they  spoke.  The  shore  was  soon  covered  with 
spectators  ^  and  the  ships  were  visited  by  several 
diiefi^  who  bebavnd  ifo  the  frankest  and  kindest 
loannei'.  When,  however,  the  Enghsh  bf^aa  to 
make  overtures  £blr  returmng  these  viaits  oil  shores 
every  mode  of  polite  evasion  was  studiously  em-r 
tdoyed.   They  pretended  to  consider  thedMelves 

80  much  inferior  to  their  new  acquaintances,  as  to 
have  no  claim  to  such  a  return,  which  would  eveoi 
they  said,  have  degraded  the  English*  Captain 
Maxwell  having  complained  of  iUoess,  they  ofier* 
ed  to  send  a  physician  on  board ;  and  when  be 
said  that  his  physician  bad  recommended  a  ride 
onshore,  they  merely  laughed,  and  changed  the 
subject*  After  several  vibitb,  iiowever,  the  Cap- 
tain pushed  the  offer  so  home,  that  they  couid 

not  reject  it  willioiit  an  open  breach.  Five  of  the 
oflicers  accordingly  landed,  and  were  received 
with  much  ceremony,  being  led  by  the  chieft 
through  two  iiies  of  people,  ranged  ou  each  side 
for  the  purpose  of  viewing  them*  They  soob 
reached  a  temple,  where  they  found  a  lai^e  ja- 
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panned  table  qiread,  and  were  regaled  with  a 

dinner,  consisting  of  hard  boiled  eggs,  fish  fried, 
in  butter»  imoked  pork^  pig's  liver  slicedt  several 
kinds  of  cakes,  and  other  dishes,  most  of  which 
were  foand  palatable.  The  entertainment  was 
conducted  with  much  gaiety  and  good  humour. 
It  was  still  in  Vain  that  they  solicited  permission 
to  land  their  stores^  and  to  take  up  their  quarters 
on  shore,  for  the  benefit  of  health  and  exercise. 
This,  however,  was  at  length  brought  about. 

The  natives  had  at  first  recommended  a  harbour 
ten  miles  to  the  southward ;  but  their  new  vi- 
sitors, when  better  known,  becoming  daily  move 
agreeable,  they  shewed  no  wish  to  part,  and 
always  shunned  furnishing  the  promised  guide  to 
this  new  station.  One  morning,  however,  the 
Lyra  disappeared,  and  they  Ibund,  on  inquiry,  that 
it  had  gone  to  reconnoitre  the  harbour  in  ques- 
tion. The  dread  of  losing  the  English  altogether 
made  all  their  demands  be  at  once  agreed  to. 
They  were  received  on  shore,  and  commodiously 
lodged  in  a  large  temple.  Their  range,  however, 
was  always  confined  within  the  narrowest  possi- 
ble limits.  They  saw  at  a  distance  a  large  build* 
ing,  which  they  bad  reason  to  believe  was  the 
King's  palace;  but  all  positive  information  on 

the  subject  was  steadily  withheld.  At  tlie  same 
time,  the  intimacy  and  cordiaUty  of  the  English 
with  the  natives  daOy  augmented.   They  bad  a 


Digitized  by  Google 


HALL. 


Chinese  interpreter^  so  that  they  could  communi- 
cate from  the  first  by  words ;  and  both  parties  soon 
made  great  progress  in  each  other's  language. 
The  most  interesting  personage  was  a  young  man 
of  the  name  of  Madera,  -who  appeared  first  as  a 
common  native,  and  associated  with  the  sailors, 
but  gradually  rose  in  consequencey  till  he  proved 
to  be  a  man  of  very  high  rank,  who  had  assumed 
this  disguise  for  the  sake  of  observing  the  stran- 
gers more  intimately.  Ue  appears  to  have  been 
remarkably  distinguished  by  intelligence)  as  well 
as  by  a  good-humoured,  gay,  and  friendly  dispo- 
sition. Before  leaving  Loo  Choo,  they  weiB 
visited  by  a  prince  of  the  blood,  a  very  polite  per- 
sonage, but  who  had  nothing  striking  in  bis  man- 
ners or  appearance.  On  their  expressing  a  wish 
to  be  introduced  to  the  king,  he  stated,  that  the 
custom  of  the  country  forbade  this,  unless  they 
came  on  an  express  mission  from  their  own  sove- 
reign. The  English  soon  after  took  their  depar- 
ture, which  drew  forth  deep  demonstrations  of 
grief  from  Madera  and  their  other  friends. 

The  inhabitants  of  Loo  Choo  appear,  indeed, 
to  be  a  very  interesting  people.  In  their  manners 
and  political  state,  they  seem  to  hold  a  middle 
place  between  the  people  of  China  and  those  of 
the  South  Sea  islands,  and,  by  a  rare  good  for- 
tune, to  have  united  the  good  qualities  of  both, 
without  the  faults  of  either :  They  combine  the 
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civilization  of  the  one  race  with  the  simplicity  of 
the  other.  There  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  they  were  unacquainted  both  with  arms  and 
with  money.  Their  honesty  was  quite  unim- 
peachable. Although  they  had  free  access  to 
every  part  of  the  ship,  and  of  the  temple  in  which 
the  stores  were  afterwards  placed,  no  instance  of 
pilfering  was  ever  observed  ;  and  when  any  thing 
was  missing,  no  one  ever  suspected  that  it  could 
have  been  carried  off  by  the  natives.  They  are  a 
gay  and  social  people,  carry  about  their  dinner  in 
boxes,  and  have  frequent  pic-nic  parties  among 
themselves.  They  appeared  to  enjoy  much  the 
hospitality  of  the  ship,  and  did  not  always  con- 
fine themselves  within  the  most  rigid  rules  of 
temperance.  The  population  could  not  be  con- 
jectured. The  part  of  the  island  immediately 
under  observation  was  highly  fertile  and  cultivat- 
ed, but  the  opposite  side  was  understood  to  be 
much  less  improved. :  •         , j^  i.i  ^tuk 

There  may  be  now  room  for  some  general  re- 
marks on  the  Chinese  empire. 

The  population  of  China  has  been  always  a 
subject  of  much  wonder  and  speculation.  The 
number  of  3^58,000,000,  which  was  given  by  a 
Mandarin  to  Lord  Macartney,  as  founded  on 
official  data^  seems  given  up  on  all  hands  as 
an  empty  vaunt.     It  is  by  much  the  largest 
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ever  given,    Mendoza,  who  collected  the  re- 
ports of  the  iSpniah  friars,  and  stsiids  accuaed  of 
great  exaggeration,  reports  the  persons  paying 
taxes  only  at  4U^0p»0U(^  wbicfa,  taking  the  per* 
haps  high  average  of  five  to  a  family,  would  nbt 
give  more  than  $00,000,000.   It  is  certain,  that 
with  a  view  to  taxation,  the  census  is  veky  ire« 
quently  taken  ;  but  besides  being  liable  to  inac- 
curacies, it  is  studiously  concealed,  and  often  mis* 
stated.     Some  enumerations  have  reduced  the 
population  to  between  SO  and  60,000,000  ^  but, 
upon  the  wtiole,  the  accounts  deserving  of  great- 
est credk  seem  to  place  it  somewhere  about 
190^000,000.   This  amount,  compared  with  the 
dimensions  of  China,  does  not  exceed  the  proper- 
tioii  of  100  to  the  square  mile— 410  very  extraor- 
dinary density,  when  compared  to  districts,  and 
even  kingdoms  of  Europe ;  yet  probably  no  other 
continuous  extent  of  land  throughout  the  globe 
contains  so  great  a  population.    Certainly  no, 
number  nearly  so  great  is  anywhere  united  under 
one  government. 

In  comparing  the  Hindoos  and  Chinese^  the 
two  most  numerous  and  polished  nations  of  Asia, 
we  are  struck  at  first  with  a  certain  general  re* 
semblance.  They  both  exhibit  the  same  smooth 
and  polislied  surface  of  character.  Both  are  dis- 
tinguished by  quietude,  courtesy,  domesticity; 
and  more  unfavourably  by  meanness,  cowardice. 
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deceit*  and  disbooesty.  Oa  the  other  baadf  there 
are  other  points  in  which  they  appear  even  as 
strikingly  contrasted*  The  literary  and  specula- 
tive pursuits  in  particular  of  the  two  nations  have 
•  taken  an  entirely  different  direction.  Perhaps 
the  fundamental  distinction  consists  in  religioot 
or  rather  superstition^  forming  in  the  one  the 
basis  of  literature  and  of  political  socie^»  while 
in  the  other  it  is  excluded  from  both.  The  mind 
of  the  Hindoo  soars  continually  in  the  clouds,  and 
amid  objects  beyond  the  limits  of  earth ;  whfle 
that  of  the  Chinese  is  always  absorbed  in  the  ob- 
jects of  common  life^  and  directed  towards  pur* 
poses  of  plain  practical  utility.  The  literature  of 
the  Hindoo  consists  entirely  of  wild  romances 

and  mythological  poetry ;  while  the  Chinese 
have  a  history  extending  back  for  two  thousand 
years,  and  their  lighter  compositions  consist  of  do- 
mestic tales  and  didactic  poetry.  The  ideas  of  the 
one  lose  themselves  in  vague  and  byperbolieal 
grandeur ;  those  of  the  other  are  cramped  within 
a  narrow  and  confined  sphere.  In  the  abstract 
sciences,  the  Chinese  seem  to  fall  short  even  of 
that  limited  measure  of  excellence  which  the 
Hindoos  have  attained.  Their  sxvavpan^  formed  of 
baUs  strung  on  wires,  is  iar  behind  the  arithmeti- 
cal digits ;  and  the  astronomical  observations  for 
the  imperial  calendar  have  been  long  made  by 
foreigners.   Their  scale  of  mechanical  arts  n  dif* 
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ferentt  bat  on  the  whole  not  inferior.  Their 
sUks  and  satins  indeed,  though  excellent,  can 
scarcely  bear  a  comparison  with  the  splendour  of 
the  cotton  fabrics  of  Indostan ;  but  their  porce- 
lain surpasses,  in  the  excellence  of  its  materia^ 
and  the  brightness  of  its  colours,  all  the  imitations 
which  Europeans  have  laboured  to  make*  Their 
paintings  are  distinguished  by  colouring  and  close 
imitation  of  nature,  though  the  design  is  poor, 
and  tbey  haye  not  the  least  idea  of  perspective. 
Mr  Barrow  enumerates,  as  minor  articles  in  which 
tbey  excel,  their  transparent  horn  lanterns,  their 
cutting  of  ivory  into  fans,  baskets,  and  toys,  their 
silver  fiUagree^  their  lacquered  wares,  only  infe- 
rior to  those  of  Japan,  their  ornamented  furniture 
their  ink,  which  is  an  object  of  export  to  Europe^ 
and  their  paper  used  in  printing,  which  may  chal- 
lenge ours.  Their  agricultural  implements  are  as 
poor  as  those  of  Indostan ;  but  tbey  carry  the 
process  of  irrigation  to  a  still  greater  extent,  and 
tbey  collect  manure  with  almost  ludicrous  dili- 
gence. Tea,  the  most  characteristic  produce  of 
China,  is  cultivated  to  a  great  extent  only  in  a 

few  of  the  mountainous  provinces.  It  undergoes 
the  process  of  roasting  in  iron  pans  i  the  greater 
or  less  extent  of  which  process  gives  rise  to  the 
diiference  between  the  black  and  the  green  teas* 
The  most  prominent  feature  in  Chinese  policy, 
and  which  appears  at  first  to  exalt  it  above  thiU 
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of  Europe,  is  the  high  place  assigned  to  learning. 
Proficiency  in  study  is  the  essential  qualification 
for  high  office ;  the  candidates  for  which  undergo 
a  course  of  examinations,  much  more  extensive 
and  severe  than  await  an  European  entering  upon 
any  of  the  learned  professions.  It  is  not  said  that 
these  examinations  are  carried  on  with  any  very 
gross  partiaHty.  Such  a  system,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed, would  lead  to  great  progress  in  the  arts 
and  sciences ;  but  the  real  effect  appears  to  be 
directly  contrary.  This  official  learning  is  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  formation  of  standards, 
which  it  would  be  contrary  to  every  maxim  of 
state  to  alter.  These  have  continued  the  same 
for  two  thousand  years,  and  may  probably  conti- 
nue so  for  two  thousand  years  more  ;  during  all 
which  time  science,  so  far  as  political  influence  is 
concerned,  remains  completely  stationary.  The 
Chinese,  however,  impelled  by  such  strong  mo- 
tives, learn  with  great  diligence  the  science,  such 
as  it  is,  which  leads  to  these  high  honours.  A 
taste  for  letters  is  universally  ditiused  ;  there  are 
schools  in  every  village ;  and  education  may  be 
obtained  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  The  press  is  even 
free,  at  least  as  to  the  first  publication,  though 
the  severest  chastisement  doubtless  awaits  those 
who  use  this  privilege  in  any  manner  hostile  to 
government;  indeed  any  thing  so  daring  scarcely 
ever  enters  the  mind  of  a  Chinese. 
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It  is  probably  the  cause  now  stated  which  has 
amsted  the  Cbineae  laDguage  in  the  present  sin- 
gidar  stage  of  its  progress  from  hieroglyphics  to 
the  use  of  an  alphabetic  writing.  Every  word» 
instead  of  being  expressed  by  the  varied  combi~ 
nations  of  a  few  letterSi  has  a  distinct  character 
of  its  own.  It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  view  of 
this  crowd  of  varied  symbols  should  liave  struck 
the  early  missionaries  with  consternation,  tad 
have  made  them  represent  tfiis  acquisition  as  a 
task  equal  to  the  duration  of  human  life*  The 
labours  of  several  of  onr  learned  countrymen  have 
untied  in  a  great  measure  this  Gordian  knot. 
7bey  have  shewn  that  all  these  cbaracters  ofay 
be  reduced  to  ^Vh  simple  marks,  one  of  which 
must  enter  into  the  compontion  of  every  single 
word*  In  the  Dictionary  constructed  by  Mr 
Morrison  these  raarka  are  used  like  letters^  as 
heads  under  which  the  different  words  may  be 
arranged.  A  more  elegant,  though  less  precise 
analysis,  has  been  formed  into  417  characters, 
which  represent  natural  objects  and  simple  ideas, 
by  the  often  fanciful  combination  of  which,  all 
those  of  a  complex  nature  may  be  expressed.  In 
this  viiiw  Chinese  writing  approximates  to  a  na-^ 
tural,  and  what  might  become  an  universal  lan- 
guage; as  in  &ct  the  Japanese,  Coreans,  and 
other  neighbouring  nations,  whose  speech  is  en- 
tirely diilerent,  use  the  same  written  language* 
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The  Cbiime  governmeot  eocouiraging  and  sup* 

porting  no  state  religion,  the  people  roust  look 
«bro«d  to  satisfy  this  imperious  want  of  the  biK 
man  soul.  The  system  introduced,  and  almost 
exclusively  professed,  is  that  of  Fop  a  modificatioa 
of  the  almost  universal  religion  of  Boodb,  or  Bud- 
dha, distinguished  here,  as  elsewhere,  by  numer- 
ous  images  of  departed  worthies,  some  of  gigai^ 
tic  size  i  by  processions,  bells,  beads,  tapers,  and 
other  external  marks,  which  have  given  to  it  the 
strong  and  often  observed  resemblance  to  the  Ca- 
tholic rites*  The  Cbristiaa  religioD,  when  its 
teachers  could  find  access,  usually  made  consider- 
able  impression  upon  the  people ;  and  the  Jesuits 
boast  at  one  time  of  900,000  converts.  Their 
career,  however,  was  always  stopped  by  that  hos- 
tility to  change  which  is  so  deeply  fixed  in  the 
ruling  powers.  Perhaps  if  a  Protestant  mission 
could  find  entrance,  their  practices  might  not  give 
such  deadly  offence.  Neither  confession,  nor  the 
high  honours  paid  to  celibacy,  would  here  shock 
the  Chinese ;  and  if  they  could  grant  indulgence 
to  a  little  amiable  superstition  in  the  honours  paid 
to  deceased  parents,  they  might  introduce  their 
faith  without  any  very  decided  opposition  to  those 
habits,  the  observance  c£  which  is  here  conader* 
ed  indispensable. 

Among  the  most  prevalent  Chinese  customs  we 
may  number  the  culpable  one  of  ej^posing  chiU 
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dreo,  which  seem  to  be  carried  on  ahnost  under 

public  saQCtioiL  Every  mornmg  persous  are  em- 
ployed to  go  through  tbeetreets  of  Peking  to  coU 
lect  the  infants  thus  abandoned  by  their  parents* 
Those  exposed  in  the  streets  of  that  city  alone 

have  been  said  to  amount  annually  to  30,000  j 
and  Mr  Barrow  cannot  reduce  tbem  lower  than 
9000.  In  the  provinces  the  practice  is  less  ex* 
tensively  prevalent*.  The  children  exposed  are 
chiefly  female ;  nor  is  this  the  only  particular  in 
which  disrespect  is  shewn  to  the  fair  sex.  They 
are  treated  in  every  respect  as  inferior  beings^  are 
subjected  to  the  hardest  labour^  and  have  some- 
times even  been  seen  yoked  in  the  plough.  The 
Chinese  proverbs  dwell  much  on  the  disturbance 
which  they  occasion  in  a  household,  complaining 
that  what  has  been  taken  from  their  feet  has  been 
added  to  their  tongue.  In  regard^  however,  to 
this  artificial  reduction  of  the  lower  extremitieSf 
effected  by  paiuful  compression  from  their  ear* 
liest  yearst  it  may  be  questioned  .whether  it  be 

intended  as  auxiliary  to  the  system  of  confine- 
ment, or  be  not  rather,  like  the  small  waists  till 
lately  so  prevalent  in  Europe,  the  offspring  of  fan* 
tastic  ideas  of  beauty  attached  to  extreme  exility. 
It  certainly,  however,  diminishes  much  the  loco- 
motive power  of  the  iair  sex  in  China. 

In  summing  up  the  general  character  of  the 
Chinese,  Mr  Barrow  begins  by  stating  its  dark 
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Hide,  on  which  he  obsenresi  that    the  botsted 

"  morality  of  the  Chinese  is  built  on  no  principle 
of  feeling  or  propriety  of  aclioii  between  mao 
and  roan  ;  and  where  public  decorum  is  not 
olfeaded,  there  is  no  breach  of  moral  duty. 
**  Oreat  crimes  are  not  conraiim,  but  little  vices 
pervade  all  ranks  of  society.  A  Chinese  is  coldt 
cunning,  and  distrastfiil ;  always  uiadj  to  take 
advantage  of  those  he  has  to  deid  with ;  ex* 
tremdy  covetous  and  deceitful  i  quarrekome^ 
vindictive,  but  timid  and  dastardly/*   In  oppo*> 
sition  to  these  bad  qualities^  he  sets  "  his  sober 
**  and  industrious  habits— submissive  disposition 
«  ..-a  mild  and  aiiable  manner — an  exactness  and 
^  punctuality  in  all  which  he  undertakes  to  pei^ 
**  form.    He  has  at  least  the  merit  of  believing 
•*  in  the  God  of  his  fiBithers->-of  obeying  the  com* 
^  mands  of  his  superiors — and  of  honouring  his 
^  father  and  mother.'*— «Some  very  positive  moial 

and  political  advantages,  says  Sir  Greorge  Staun- 
ton«  are  attributable  to  the  system  of  early  and 
universal  marriage  ;  to  the  sacred  regard  that  is 
habitually  paid  to  the  ties  of  kindred  ^  to  the 
sobriety,  industry,  and  even  inteiligenoe  of  the 
lower  classes  ;  to  the  almost  total  absence  of  feu- 
dal rights  and  privileges ;  to  the  equitable  distri- 
bution of  landed  property ;  to  the  natural  inca- 
pacity and  indisposition  of  the  government  and 
people  to  an  indulgence  in  ambitious  projects 
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and  foreign  conquests ;  and,  lastly,  to  a  system 
of  penal  lawsy  if  not  the  most  just  and  equitable, 
at  least  the  moat  comprebrasive,  uniform,  and 
suited  to  the  genius  ol  the  people  for  whom  it  ia 
designed,  perhaps  of  any  that  eVer  existed. 
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PoHugucu  Mistioneries, — Kaempfer, — Thunberg, 
Kjuxcnttcm.  Go/omiiit- 

The  stormy  sea  which  dtshes  along  the  eastern 

shores  of  Asia,  is  traversed  from  north  to  south 
bj  three  large  islands,  which,  united,  constitute 
one  of  its  most  civilized  and  flourishing  empires. 
The  people,  in  whom  the  external  forms  of  man- 
ners and  society,  and  even  their  bodily  aspect,  in- 
dicate a  Chinese  origin,  display,  however,  a  supe- 
rior character  of  energy  and  intelligence  to  that 
of  almost  any  other  Asiatic  nation.  Our  interest 
with  respect  to  them  can  be  only  partially  grati- 
fied ;  for  amid  the  eager  curiosity  with  which 
foreigners  are  regarded  by  individuals,  they  are 
excluded  by  the  government  with  a  jealousy 
more  than  Chinese.  It  was  not  always  so,  bow* 
ever ;  and  till  the  Portuguese  missionaries,  by 
their  imprudent  measures,  excited  the  alarm  of 
the  ruling  power,  they  obtained  much  fuller  ac- 
cess into  Japan,  than  into  any  other  country  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


VORTUODfiSS  MIMONARIES.  367 

the  East*  To  them,  therefore,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  most  copious,  though  not  the  most  judi« 
cious  narratives,  od  the  subject  of  this  extremity 
of  the  contineDt. 

Guzman,  the  leading  historian  of  the  Japanese 
missions,  begins  with  aome  general  views  of  that 
country  and  its  people.  The  Japanese,  he  says, 
do  all  things  in  a  manner  opposite  to  Europeans. 
When  we  take  off  our  bats,  they  take  off  their 
shoes  I  we  rise  up  to  receive  a  visitor,  they  sit 
down ;  we  dislike  to  see  a  man's  head  bald,  they 
are  at  the  greatest  pains  to  extirpate  the  hair, 
leaving  only  a  small  tuft  on  the  crown.  They 
set  the  greatest  value  upon  things  which  we 
esteem  as  of  none.  An  instance  is  given  of  cer- 
tain oupi  or  vessels  (porcelain),  in  which  they 
receive  the  juice  oi  an  herb  called  cha  (tea).  For 
ene  oi  these,  if  old  or  of  fine  quality,  they  will 
give  from  four  to  six  thousand  ducats.  Being 
asked  why  they  gave  so  much  money  for  things 
of  no  value,  they  urged  the  universal  admiration 
of  diampnds  and  precious  stones,  which  were  of 
no  use  whatever,  while  these  were  of  some.  The 
properties  of  this  cha  are  stated  in  very  lofly  and 
exaggerated  terms.  By  drinking  it,  a  man,  it  ia 
said,  may  spend  the  whole  night  without  sleep, 
yet  be  as  fresh  in  the  morning  as  if  he  had  enjoy* 

ed  the  most  undisturbed  repose.    A  drunk  man, 

by  taking  a  draught,  feels  bis  liead  as  clear  as  if 
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be  tad  not  tasted  a  drop*  The  Japanewt  hew« 

ever,  luive  no  strong  liquor,  except  a  species 
made  of  rice,  and  even  this  is  used  io  veiy  UmiU 
ed  quantities.  They  eat  on  the  ground,  upon 
mats  of  palm  leavest  without  either  clotb»  towel, 
knife  or  fork.  They  eat  with  two  pieces,  of  wood 
gtr  ivory,  which  th^y  use  so  skilfuUyi  that  oot  a 
GTumb  £iUs  to  the  ground.  They  avoid  milk 
as  if  it  were  warm  blood,  and  cows'  flesh  a$  if  it 
were  that  of  horses*  .  Their  diet  ooosistt  of  lice^ 
fish,  and  fowl.  Only  the  principal  houses  are 
built  of  stone ;  the  rest  of  wood»  the  inside  cedar 
and  cypress,  the  floor  aod  walls  covered  wtdi 
mats. 

.  Of  all  the  eastern  nations  the  Japanese  are  and 

to  be  the  most  elevated,  both  as  to  character  and 
intellect*    Their  conversion  could  be  fffihcted 

only  by  arguing  with  them,  and  by  resolving 

their  doubts.  They  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
honour,  and  observe  towards  each  other  the  most 
ceremonious  politeness.  Their  courtesiesi  and 
ceremonies  are  infintte  $  they  have  many  hooka 
teaching  how  to  take  a  draught  of  water,  how  to 
give  and  receive  presents,  and  all  the  other  mi« 
uutise  of  behaviour.  Their  chiefs  are  said  net 
so  much  to  resemble  our  Counts  and  Dukes,  as 

tributary  sovereigns  like  those  of  An  agon  and 

Castile.  They  are  supposed  the  entire  pri^ie* 
tors  of  the  land,  part  of  which  they  keep  for  the 

IS 
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sopport  of  themselves  and  families,  and  divide 
the  rest  among  their  nobleSf  who  have  vassals 
under  them.    These  princes  have  little  revenue, 
but  they  easily  collect  great  armies,  and  name-  ' 
lOOS  attendants* 

In  regard  to  reh'gion,  the  historian  grieves  to 
say,  that  though  the  devil  obtains  high  reverence 
over  all  the  East,  it  is  in  Japan  that  he  reigns 
vtth  supreme  and  almost  unrivalled  sway.  After 
this  It  is  somewhat  wondcrfiil  that  he  should 
immediately  proceed  to  lamenty  with  more  than 
usual  emphasis,  the  almost  total  impossibility  of 
distinguishing  between  his  ceremonies  and  those 
of  the  Catholic  church.   The  clergy  wear  tha 
same  dress ;  they  iiave  monasteries,  male  and  fe« 
male;  and  the  rosary  is  continually  in  their 
hands.    They  preach  iiom  a  raised  place  like  a 
pulpit,  proving  that  no  one  can  be  saved  out  of 
'   their  sect.    They  have  three  sects^  one  called 
Xenxus  (iSiatos),  chiefly  followed  by  kings  and 
great  lords*   These  do  not  believe  in  a  future 
life,  and  erect  temples  to  deities  who  are  suppo* 
ted  to  be  distinguished  by  their  prowess  in  wan 
The  other  two  are  the  adorers  of  Amida  and  of 
Fo,  which,  however,  are  only  two  di£brent  forms 
and  names  of  the  widely  cliffused  religion  of 
Boodh*   The  latter,  he  says,  are  obstinate  in  re* 
garding  the  book  of  Fo  with  the  same  mttre^nB* 
verence  as  the  Mahometans  do  their  Alcoran<  In 
VOL.  nr.  A  a 
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Older  tp  Hive  ibewmlveSf  they  thiok  they  need 

only  repeat  five  words,  Namuy  Mio,  Foren^  Qui, 
QmQ9  which  no  one  can  comprehend  or  explain 
the  meaning  of.  The  missionaries  suspect  this 
to  be  expressly  contrived  by  the  great  enemy,  so 
as  to  render  it  impoaaiUe  to  say  any  thing  in 
their  refutation.  JBoth  these  sects  distribute  to 
their  votaries  bits  of  paper  oovmd  with  figures 
of  idols  and  mystic  words,  as  sure  passports  into 

Japan  had  the  honour  of  being  the  great  thea* 
tre  of  the  labours  of  St  Francis  Xavier,  the  great 
apostle  of  the  East,  and  in  fact  an  exceedingly 
worthy  and  pious  man.  The  favourable  accounts 
from  Firando^  where  the  Portuguese  had  esta^ 
biislied  a  factory,  induced  him  to  set  sail  for  that 
place  in  a  Japanese  vessel.  Hare,  however,  hie 
eye  was  grievously  offended  by  the  view  of  a  lit- 
tle deformed  idol,  to  whidi  the  most  profound 
reverence  was  paid  ;  and  he  was  struck  with  still 
deeper  dismay  on  iearniog,  that  it  was  to  be  the 
aiMter  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  voyage* 
The  first  reference  made  was,  whether  th^  would 
ttrive  in  safety  at  Fiiando  ?  to  which  the  answer 
was  favourable.  It  was  then  asked,  whether  they 
would  return  in  safety  ?  whkh  question,  through 

the  artifices  of  the  devil,  received  a  negative.  To 
the  despair  then  of  Xavier,  the  captain  determiu- 
ed  to  proceed  no  farther  than  Canton.  (Breach- 
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ing  that  port,  however,  they  learned  that  there 
were  enemies'  veisels  in  the  harbour,  and  fmxnd 
the  ivind  tt>  prosperous  that  they  were  carried  oft 
aliaost  involuntavily.  Thus  Xavier  saw  with 
triimiph  the  deep  laid  plot  which  the  devil  had  laid 
to  prevent  his  reaching  Japan  entirely  irustrated* 
His  first  letters  do  Hot  indicate  any  strong  motife 
which  that  persooage  could  have  to  oppose  so 
strongly  bis  arrival*  He  states  himself  to  find 
in  this  situation  only  two  advantages  ;  first,  that 
whereas  in  every  other  place  there  was  some  so* 
cial  enjoyment  or  outward  oomfort,  here  nothing 
cf  that  nature  occurred  to  distract  the  exclusive 
attention  dne  to  his  spiritual  functioas.  The  neort 
comfort  was,  that  the  religion  which  he  taught 
appeared  to  be  the  object  of  an  enmity  so  deadly, 

as  to  afford  full  assurance  of  severe  suffering,  and 

even  a  distant  hope  of  the  crown  martyrdom. 
It  appears  in  fact,  that  the  strangeness  and  po- 
verty of  his  aspect  and  attire  made  him  become 
the  object  of  public  derision ;  he  was  considered 
as  a  madman,  and  the  boys  amused  themselves  by 
pelting  horn  with  stones.  He  himself  beeAme  at 
last  sensible,  that  in  his  present  uncouth  and  hum- 
Ue  garb  he  could  never  make  any  impression  iq^ 
on  a  people  who  receive  such  powerful  impred* 
sions  from  the  senses.  Ue  applied  in  this  extre- 
mity to  the  merchants  at  f^hindOf  whose  aeal 
impelled  them  to  clothe  him  in  somewhat  more 
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seemty  attire.  They  even  furnifibed  him  with  a 

clock  and  harpsichord,  as  introductory  presents 
to  some  great  man.  Conndering  the  ezteDt, 
however,  to  which  the  Firandese  had  committed 
themselves  against  him,  it  appeared  advieidble  to 
chimge  the  sceiiei  He  repaired  to  Amanguciu, 
where  he  obtained  an  introduction  to  the  King 
or  Governor,  who  was  so  greatly  dehghtedjwilh 
these  new  objects,  that  he  granted  him  favour, 
and  full  liberty  to  preach.  A  brilliant  oner 
now  opened  to  the  missionaries ;  they  found  free 
access  to  all  the  neighbouring  districta.of.£iii^p)^ 
Arima,  Satzuma,  &c<  Several  of  the  goMiildIa, 
or  tributary  kings,  openly  proiessed  Christiapity* 
The  King  of  Bungo  sent  four  lords  in«HbeiqM» 
Europe,  who  visited  Lisbon,  Madrid,  Tolodo^ 
Florence^  Rome,  and  other  great  ^ilM^  cnre- 
fully  viewing  all  the  images  and  relics  preserv- 
ed in  the  chapels.  They  bronghl  mmi^i^nm 
IHiilip  11.  rich  presents,  consisting  chiefly  of 
crosses  and  medals.  In  a  district  called  Cochi- 
noztt  the  Jesuits  appear  to  have  obtained  not 
only  the  full  establishment  of  their  own  religion, 
but  the  entire  prohibition  of  every  other.  Hie 
author  of  the  Orienie  Conquistado  relates  Ae  fi)I- 
lowing  exploit  with  peculiar  triumph.  Thete  wb 
a  rock  in  the  sea,  separated  from  the  continent  by 
a  narrow  dbannel,  containing  an  excavated  shrink 
which  was  an  ol:^t  of  deep  veneration  and  fi^ 
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qaent  pilgrimage  from  this  part  of  Japan.  Hither 
the  BoDzes,  in  their  distress^  had  conveyed  the 
most  sacred  of  their  images,  to  be  reserved  until 
happier  times.  The  Jesuits,  however,  determined 
to  storm  this  unhallowed  repository.  The  Bon- 
2es  had  destrc^ed  the  bridge,  thrown  by  a  difficult 
operation  over  the  gulf,  wiiich  alone  communi- 
cated with  it,  and  had  done  every  thing  possible 
to  render  the  approacli  inaccessible.  A  large 
body  of  Japanese  Christians,  however,  armed  with 
proper  instruments,  repaired  the  bridge,  and  cat 
a  way  to  the  cavern,  whose  black  and  horrible 
aspect  resembled  the  mouth  of  hell.  They  en* 
tered  fearless,  and  found^within  it  a  hundred  huge 
and  horrible  statues,  with  an  altar,  and  various 

other  superstitious  symbols.  The  Jesuits  instant- 
ly applied  hammers  to  the  marble,  and  fire  to  the 
ritar,  and  in  a  few  hours,  instead  of  this  pompous 
display  of  idolatrous  worship,  there  remained  no- 
thing  but  stones  and  ashes. 

Notwithstanding  these  prosperous  beginnings, 
the  zeal  of  the  grandees  who  had  embraced  the 

Catholic  faith  began  quickly  to  cool.  The  first 
point  of  discussion  arose  here,  as  elsewhere,  from 
the  conscientious  urgency  of  the  missionaries  for 
the  dismissal  of  the  vast  train  of  wives  which  each 
of  them  thought  fit  to  maintain.  They  were  very 
willing,  it  is  said,  to  believe  well,  provided  this 
particular  point  of  practice  were  not  dwelt  upon  j 
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they  wished  to  be  Christians  in  their  creed,  but 
heathens  in  their  life.  The  missionaries,  adher* 
ing  to  this  point  with  their  usual  determination, 
were  reproached  with  refusing  baptism,  and  giv«> 
ing  up  many  valuable  souls  to  perdition  on  so 
flcnder  a  ground.  At  the  same  time,  furious  in^ 
temal  wars  began  to  rage  in  this  part  of  Japan, 
and  the  missionaries  found  themselves  in  danger 
of  being  crushed  between  the  contending  parties* 
At  length  a  military  chief  of  the  name  of  Comba- 
cundono  subdued  all  his  competitors,  and  became 
complete  master  of  the  empire.  The  Jesuits, 
therefore,  applied  themselves  to  obtain  his  favour 
and  protection,  and  for  some  time  they  supposed 
themselves  successful.  On  a  sudden,  however, 
without  any  cause  stated,  he  issued  an  order  that 
every  missionary  should  within  three  weeks  de- 
part from  the  empire.  The  Jesuits  having  hum- 
bly solicited  to  know  the  motive  of  such  unheard 
of  rigour,  a  rescript  was  delivered  to  them,  in 
which  it  was  stated,  "  that  they  terrified  the  people 
**  out  of  their  old  customs  and  modes  of  worship, 
**  and  introduced  the  service  of  the  devil  in  their 
stead  ;  that  moreover,  they  eat  horses  and  cows, 
"  a  proceeding  altogether  contrary  to  reason,  those 
"  animals  being  exceedingly  useful  to  the  state." 
The  missionaries  replied,  "  that  they  had  come 
f  from  a  distant  region  of  the  globe,  with  no  possi- 
"  ble  mptive  but  the  good  gf  the  Japanese  ;  tha^ 
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they  had  no  means,  even  if  they  had  the  inclina* 
tion^  to  do  my  thing  which  could  jufitijr  give  um^^ 
brageUotlieniKiigpowar/'  Tbeestiogoflioiie^ 
fleah  tbey  denied  in  ioto,  and  even  that  of  cow% 
unlest  in  m  my  limited  degree  when  it  apptsnA 
at  the  tables  of  the  Portuguese  mrebanta.  They 
ell^e,  that  the  real  aeoroe  of  eomtty  arme  fin 

tlie  inclinations  of  the  Emperor  towards  the  fair 
aeXff  the  noat  beautiful  of  whom  his  ageiita  were 
diligently  ioatrueted  to  coUect  from  every  comer 
oi  the  empire.  The  Bopses,  who  scrupled  not  to 
act  aa  aaaiatanta  in  tliia  capacity,  had  ewn  made 
overtures  to  some  Christian  ladies,  whose  indtg- 
mnt  lejectioii  was  supposed  to  have  greatly 
sharpened  his  displeasure.  He  refused,  there- 
fore, to  recal  his  order ;  but  as  they  repreaenlMl 
that  no  ship  would  sail  for  six  months,  lie  con- 
aeoted  that  they  should  be  coUeoted  «i  Firaodo^ 
and  await  that  period.  A  oonsahatioQ  being 
then  iield«  it  was  determined  that  they  should 
iMwin  at  aii  hazards,  but  as  quietly  as  poasiblew 
Accordingly,  at  the  end  of  the  period,  Comba- 
cundooo  aeema  to  have  forgot  the  a&ir;  bearing 

no  more  of  them,  he  took  no  steps  to  enforce  his 

order,  and  they  continued  silently  speeading  their 
doctrine* 

Combacundono  was  at  this  time  de^y  im» 
meraed  in  other  coneernSf  Saving  set  out  on 

e;^pedition  against  Chin^  ))e  l^ft  the  commauJ 
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of  the  army  at  home  to  his  nephew  Taycosama,  a 
popular  and  distinguished  officer.  During  his 
absence,  Taycosama  had  so  ingratiated  himself 
with  the  troops,  that  his  power  was  little  inferior 
to  that  of  the  sovereign.  Combacundono,  unable 
to  crush  this  unexpected  rival,  was  obliged  to 
conciliate  him  by  courtesy  and  negociation,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  invited  him  to  a  feast,  the 
splendour  of  which  dazzled  extremely  the  eyes  of 
the  Portuguese.  There  were  spread  13,000  tables, 
of  those  small  dimensions,  indeed,  which  are  used 
in  the  East,  one-half  for  the  male,  and  the  other 
for  the  female  guests.  Nothing,  however,  could 
equal  the  splendour  of  the  procession  made  by 
the  attendants  and  nobles  who  followed  Tayco- 
sama, and  by  his  hundred  and  fifty  wives,  each  of 
whom  had  borne  before  them  several  boxes  cover- 
ed with  silk  and  gold,  containing  the  dresses 
which  they  were  to  wear  at  the  festival.  Tayco-* 
sama  seems  to  have  accepted  this  invitation  only 
to  lull  the  suspicions  of  his  rival,  whom  he  soon 
after  waylaid  and  took.  He  then  threw  him  into 
prison,  and  at  last  allowed  him  only  that  sole  con- 
solation  of  Japanese  pride,  the  liberty  of  dying  by 
his  own  hand.  This  savage  tyrant  soon  after, 
caused  thirty-one  of  the  favourite  wives  of  the 
deceased,  with  their  children,  to  be  led  out  and 
publicly  executed.  This  deed  struck  the  people 
with  deep  horror  and  pity,  especially  as  many  of 


Jthem  were  the  daughters  of  persons  of  distine* 
tioo ;  and  in  execrating  the  craelty  of  the  present 
monarch,  the^^  almost  forgot  that  of  his  prede- 
eessor. 

Taycosama,  on  being  applied  to,  refused  to  re- 
voke the  order  g£  his  predecessor  against  the 
missionariesy  but  he  did  not  take  any  active  steps 
to  enforce  it ;  and  they  found,  that  by  keeping 
•wry  quiet,  they  could  still  maintain  their  place* 
JQl  fortune,  however,  decreed,  that  at  this  mo* 
aient  a  detachment  <3i  Barefoot  friars  arrived  from 
the  Philippines.  These  new  recruits,  besides 
J»eing  quite  ignorant  of  Japan,  by  no  means  pos- 
sessed the  prudence  and  address  of  the  Jesuits. 
The  latter  strongly  represented  to  them,  that  the 
only  tmure  on  which  they  could  remain,  or  have 
any  success  in  Japan,  was  by  avoiding  every 
public  exhibition  of  themselves  and  the  cere* 
juonies  of  their  religion.  The  lofty  mind  of  the 
Barefoots,  however,  held  in  utter  disdain  any 
such  compromise.  They  immediately  began  pub- 
licly preaching,  and  celebratiog  the  Catholic  rites, 
without  any  regard  to  the  remonstrances  made 
•  by  the  governor.  At  this  very  crisis  occur- 
red another  most  unfortunate  incident*  A  For* 
tuguese  vessel  having  been  taken  near  Orudo, 
was  fonnd  to  contain  a  quantity  of  arms.  This 

induced,  on  the  governor's  part,  a  very  strict 
exan^ination,  from  which  the  captain  extricated 
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himself  pretty  tolerably.  The  Japanese  officer 
being  thus  impelled  by  curiosity  to  make  inquiries 
respecting  Portugal,  the  captain  began  a  boast- 
ful account  of  its  dominion,  and  the  vast  extent  of 
its  recent  conquests.  This  drew  out  an  inquiry, 
by  what  means  so  many  and  so  distant  regions 
bad  been  subjected  to  its  sway?  The  captain 
was  so  ill  advised  as  to  answer,  that  it  was  by 
sending  missionaries,  who  converted  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  people,  after  which  an  armed  force 
was  landed,  and  being  joined  by  these  converts, 
soon  made  themselves  masters  of  the  country. 
This  notice  appeared  to  the  governor  so  serious, 
that  he  lost  not  a  moment  in  transmitting  a  full 
report  of  it  to  Taycosama.  The  rage  of  that 
chief  then  knew  no  bounds.  He  began  with 
ordering  every  missionary  to  be  instantly  sent  out 
of  the  country  :  then  recollecting  how  vain  every 
order  to  that  effect  had  hitherto  proved,  he  de- 
clared, that  since  he  could  not  make  them  depart 
this  kingdom,  he  would  at  least  make  them  de- 
part this  life,  and  directed  that  the  whole  should 
be  instantly  put  to  death.  Gradually  cooling, 
however,  he  listened  to  intercessions  in  their 
favour,  and  ordered  only  that  six  Barefoot  friars, 
three  Jesuits,  and  a  few  Japanese,  should  be  cru- 
cified, and  that  twenty-four  should  have  one  ear 
cut  off.  All  their  seminaries  and  establishments 
were  at  the  same  time  broken  up  ;  yet  they  still 
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iodividually  lurked  f  and  the  death  of  Tayco- 
»am%  which  sooo  after  took  places  enabled  them 

again  to  lift  up  their  heads.    New  persecutions, 

liowevert  aooo  aroae ;  and  during  a  qpace  of  fiarty 

jpears,  Japan  furnished  continual  additions  to  the 
list  of  Catholic  martyrs.  Nieremberg  has  given 
a  description  of  the  tortures  which  tbej  were 
made  to  euduie.  The  first  was  tiiat  of  the  Jar^ 
which  oMMNSted  in  immersing  the  head  up  to  the 
nose  in  a  vessel  oi  water,  while  the  feet  were  kept 
auspended  in  the  air*  Another  was  the  stairf  the 

suflerer  being  then  bound  to  a  stair,  with  his  head 

im  the  lowest  step,  while  a  species  of  funnel 
threw  continually  vast  quantities  of  water  into  his 
inoutli»  at  the  same  time*  a  board  pressing  on  the 
aloaiach,  caused  its  continuai  ejection.  The  left 
fum  alone  remaiued  at  liberty,  to  make  the  sig- 
sal  <^  xecantaticm.  The  last  torture  was  that  of 
the  cavef  in  which  half  the  body,  ^vith  the  head 
lowest,  was  buried  under  ground,  the  feet  being 
raised  in  the  air  y  an  arm,  however,  being  still  left 
in  a  condition  to  make  the  required  movement. 
By  this  continued  system  of  torture  and  death, 
eontinued  for  about  forty  years,  (1^90  to  l6dO), 
the  Pbrtoguese,  and  the  religion  which  th^ 
taught,  were  completely  rooted  out  of  Japan* 
Even  now,  in  all  the  seaports,  it  is  annually  re- 
nounced with  the  most  frightful  ceremonies,  and 
by  trampling  under  foot  all  the  Catholic  images. 
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Notwithstanding  the  awful  denunciation  now 
fulminated  against  the  Portuguese,  that  nation, 
in  1640,  sent  an  embassy,  composed  of  seventy- 
four  individuals,  to  solicit  a  renewed  commercial 
intercourse.  This  body,  on  their  arrival,  were 
immediately  seized  and  thrown  into  prison,  till 
the  Emperor's  pleasure  should  be  known.  The 
courier  sent  to  court  returned  with  a  fatal  man- 
date ;  in  pursuance  of  which,  all  the  ambassadors, 
with  the  exception  of  thirteen,  were  immediately 
put  to  death.  The  magistrates  then  sent  for  the 
survivors,  and  having  asked  them  if  they  would 
faithfully  report  at  Macao  what  they  should  see 
and  hear,  proceeded  thus  :  "  You  are  then  to  in- 
^'  form  your  fellow-citizens,  that  henceforth  the 
"  citizens  of  Japan  will  not  receive  either  money, 
"  merchandise,  or  presents  from  them :  you  see 
"  we  have  burnt  the  very  clothes  of  those  who 
"  were  executed.  I^t  your  people  use  any  of 
"  ours  that  fall  into  their  hands  in  the  same  man- 
**  ner ;  we  consent  to  it ;  and  desire  you  will 

think  of  us  no  more  than  if  there  were  not  such 
"  a  nation  as  the  Japanese  in  the  world."  They 
were  then  shewn  the  heads  of  the  ambassadors 
and  the  others,  fixed  on  poles,  and  a  large  chest 
containing  their  bodies,  on  which  was  a  long  in- 
scription, ending  with  these  words  :  "  All  this  is 
**  set  forth,  as  a  memorial  of  what  is  past,  and  as 
advertisement  for  the  time  to  come,  Hcncp* 
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forward,  so  long  as  the  sun  shall  shine  upon  the 
earthy  let  aot  any  Christian  be  so  hardy  as  to 
set  his  foot  in  Japan.  And  be  it  known  to  all 
the  Vr  orld,  that  if  King  Philip  in  person,  or  the 

**  great  Xaca,  (one  of  the  first  deities  of  Japan), 
shall  presume  to  break  this  ordinance,  he  shall 

^  pay  for  it  with  his  head/' 

Thb  Dutch  succeeded  the  Portuguese  in  the 

trade  of  Japrin  ;  and  being  by  no  means  so  intent 
upon  the  maintenance  of  their  own  dignity  when 
profit  was  at  stake,  they  have  ever  since,  alone  of 
all  the  European  nations,  maintained  some  small 
portion  of  this  commerce^  In  I6OO  they  formed 
a  settlement  at  Firando,  but  were  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Nangasaki,  and  their  privileges  reduc* 
ed  always  within  narrower  and  narrower  limits* 
£very  year  their  annual  fleet  was  accompanied  by 
an  embassy  to  the  imperial  court  with  presents 
and  homage.  The  narratives  published  by  indi- 
viduals who  accompanied  these,  have  been  our 
only  source  of  information  respecting  the  interior 
of  Japan.  The  first  account  is  that  published  by 
Montaiius  respecting  the  mission  of  Frisius  and 
Bronkborst  in  1649 ;  but  this  narrative  is  a  mere 
shapeless  compilation  from  the  writings  of  the 
missionaries,  illustrated  by  plates  which  are  en- 
tirely the  manufacture  of  Amsterdam.  This  de^ 
ficiency  is  well  compensated  by  the  intelligent 
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aarraii  ve  of  the  learned  KjkXSUFFERf  wbo  about  the 
end  of  the  aeventeenth  century  twice  acoompa-> 
ilied  the  embassy  to  Jeddo.   At  Naogasaki  they 
wefe  obliged  to  submit  to  various  homtHatioosk 
having  their  arms  taken  from  them,  their  persons 
searched,  and  seak  placed  upon  all  tbeir  eActSL 
On  the  road»  however,  they  were  treated  with  the 
same  Teq)ect  as  is  paid  to  the  princes  and  great 
lords,  the  people  falling  on  their  knees  as  they 
passed,  and  the  peasantry  often  going  aside  and 
laying  themsdves  flat  on  their  faces.  Eedi 
Prince,  as  they  entered  his  territory,  sent  compii* 
ments  to  tbem,  with  four  servants  in  black  silk 
gowns  to  attend  them  in  their  passage  through  it* 
They  ofiered  also  whatever  horses  the  embassy 
might  want,  and  supplictl  })leasure  barges  to  con- 
vey them  across  the  arms  of  the  sea«  la  shorty 
he  says,  all  Japan  may  be  considered  as  a  school 
of  civility  and  politeness.   The  gratification  de- 
rived from  these  honours  was  mudi  abated  by  the 
rigorous  state  of  restraint  in  which  they  were  iield^. 
They  were  never  allowed  to  alight  from  their, 
chairs  uuie&s  on  the  most  urgent  necessity ;  and 
on  arriving  at  the  inn,  were  immediately  e^wmfii 

cd  to  their  apartment,  where  they  remained  as  in 
a  dungeon,  every  window  or  chink  which  epuQid 
a  view  into  the  awntry  bring  carefully  stiqpped 
up*  The  attendants  insisted  on  not  leaving  them : 
even  while  they  obeyed  the  humbltst  calk  of  nUKt 
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tare.  Their  tedium,  however,  was  enhVened  by 
the  view  of  the  vast  crowds  travelling  on  the 
roads.  The  principal  highway  resembled  in  this 
respect  the  streets  of  the  inost  populous  city  ia 
Europe.  This  was  produced  at  once  by  the  n»> 
merous  population  of  the  country,  and  by  their 
great  propensity  to  travel,  either  for  attending  dia 
court,  for  trade  and  business,  or  for  their  nume- 
rous piigriinages.  The  mission  now  visited  Jeddo» 

the  capital,  a  vast  city,  and  built  with  greater  re- 
gularity than  is  usual  in  Europe.  For  this»  too 
ample  opportunities  were  afforded  by  the  frequent 
fires,  which  were  continually  laving  whole  street^ 
and  even  quarters,  in  ashes.  The  houses  were 
indeed  mere  masses  of  combustible  matter,  the 
walls  being  built  of  wood,  the  interior  mats  and 
paper.  There  were  many  splendid  palaces,  which 
covered  a  vast  extent  of  ground,  and  were  sur« 
rounded  by  large  court-yards,  but  had  nothinc^ 
imposing  in  their  aspect,  as,  like  other  houses  in 
this  country,  they  had  only  one  floor.  The  pa* 
lace  formed  a  species  oi  fortified  city  in  the  heart 
of  the  general  one,  surrounded  with  a  wall  of  free* 
stone,  and  having  the  ornament  of  a  lofty  tower 
iiuiny  stories  high.  The  ambassadors  were  intro- 
duced into  the  audience  hall,  called  tlie  hall  of  a 
hundred  mats.  Kaempier  assures  us,  that  the 
elevated  throne,  the  steps  leading  to  it,  and  the 
ranges  of  lofty  columns,  pompously  described  aud 
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delineated  by  Montanus,  exist  only  in  that  writer's 
own  imagination.  The  real  ornaments  are  mere- 
ly the  beautiful  white  mats,  with  gold  fringes, 
that  are  spread  on  the  floor ;  the  rich  gilding  j 
and  the  cedar,  camphire,  and  other  valuable 
woods,  curiously  carved,  and  often  japanned,  of 
which  the  walls  are  formed.  The  Emperor  being 
seated  in  the  interior,  three  nobles  came  and  led 
in  the  resident,  creeping  on  his  hands  and  feet 
till  he  came  within  the  proper  distance.  They 
then  cried  aloud,  Hollanda  Captain!  on  which ^ 
he  immediately  struck  his  forehead  against  the 
ground,  and  immediately  "  crawled  backwards 
"  like  a  crab,"  without  speaking  or  hearing  a 
word.  This  "  mean  and  short  thing'*  was  all 
their  return  for  a  journey  of  upwards  of  three 
hundred  miles,  and  20,000  dollars  expended  in 
travelling  and  presents.  They  were  afterwards 
paraded  in  another  large  hall,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  viewed  by  the  Empress  and  other  ladies  of 
the  court,  who  were  seated  behind  lattices ;  for 
whose  further  entertainment  they  received  di- 
rections to  dance,  which,  though  an  exercise  not 
very  congenial  to  their  habits,  they  performed  io 
the  best  of  their  ability.  Such  being  their  only 
amusements  at  court,  they  felt  no  regret  on  being . 
permitted  to  take  their  departure  again  for  Nan- 
gasaki. 


Kaempfer  has  given  a  full  view  of  tbtt  extra* 
ordinary  division  of  power  which  has  been  es« 
taUtsbed  between  the  Dairi  and  the  Cubo,  the 
ecclesiastical  and  oniUtary  sovereigns  of  Japan» 
The  Dairi  appears  to  have  been  origmaUy  the 
sole  ruler ;  but,  supplanted  by  the  ample  means 
of  influence  which  the  military  power  carriea 
along  with  it,  he  now  resides  in  empty  pomp  at 
Meaco.  That  city  is  still  a  capital  scarcely  se- 
cond to  Jeddo.  It  is  the  seat  of  the  most  exten* 
sive  commerce:  the  finest  silk  stuffs,  with  gold 
and  silver  flowers,  the  richest  varnishes^  the  best 
painted  papers^  the  most  skilful  works  in  gold, 
silver,  and  copper,,  are  there  carried  on*  The 
Dairi,  by  his  numerous  attendants,  is  treated  as 
scarcely  less  than  a  god*  Ue  never  sets  bis  foot  to 
the  ground ;  even  his  hair  and  nails  have  a  sa^* 
cred  character and  every  utensil  and  dress  which 
he  has  made  use  of  is  immediately  destroyed,  lest 
it  should  be  profaned  by  application  to  any  val- 
glur  purpose.  He  enjoys  only  the  revenues  of 
the  city  of  Meaco  and  a  stipend  from  the  Cubo, 
which  is  small  and  irregularly  paid ;  but  the  zeal 
and  pride  of  his  followers,  who  look  iipon  diem- 
selves  as  superior  beings  to  tlie  rest  of  their  coun- 
trymen, enables  a  court  to  be  maintained  in  a  • 
style  of  indigent  splendour.  Meaco  is  the  centre 
<^  all  the  literature  and  Science  of  Japan :  that 
of  geometry  has  made  here  the  greatest  progress* 
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Although  the  Cubo  be  the  sole  civil  and  mili- 
tary ruler,  and  exercises  a  power  completely  ab* 
solute,  each  of  the  provinces  is  swayed  by  a  here* 
ditary  governor,  supreme  as  to  the  internal  con^ 
c^ns  of  bis  own  distiiqt*    The  strictest  precs^q- 
tions  are  employed  to  prevent  their  chiefs  from 
b^ComiiTg  independent.    They  are  all  obliged  to 
reside  for  half  a  year  at  the  court,  and  to  leave 
hostages  in  their  absence.    Although  there  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  be  any  republican  constitution, 
yet  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  divided  into  wards, 
§^rcise among  themselves  a  certain  police  jurisdic* 
tion.  Punishment  is  administered  with  intense  and 
awful  severity,  andin  that  undistinguishing  manner 
which  seeks  the  security  of  the  government  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the  ob- 
ject.   The  parent  is  punished  for  the  crime  of 
the  child,  and  the  child  for  that  of  the  parent ; 
^nd  the  inhabitants  of  a  street  or  district  are 
made  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  every  person 
Y^ithin  its  limits.    The  people,  on  the  contrary, 
place  their  pride  in  shewing  daring  hardihood 
and  perfect  coolness  in  the  midst  of  torments. 
The  grandees,  when  condemned  to  death,  claim 
only  the  privilege  of  bqing  allowed  to  terminate 
•  (b^ir  own  life. 

« 

An  interesting  view  of  tliQ  interior  of  Japan 
was  communicated  by  TauNDfiRG,  who  sailed  in 
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177^  from  Batavia  mth,  tbe  annual  Datch  cooa* 
teenwl  fleet  The  voyage  he  obseiTeSf  ia 
tremely  ckngerous,  and  the  Dutch  give  Mp  as  lost 
OM  ebif^  out  of  five  that  saila  thilber*  Oa  tha 
13th  August  th^y  came  in  view  of  the  high  moun- 
tain oi'  Ni|ihp%  aod  ia  t^e  aftenooqniiMiad  tbeiiif» 
ddvea  im  die  entrance  ef  Nangaaaki  harbour*  . 
ftrea  were  already  ligkled  on  the  tops  of  aU  the 
aanmnding  biUi  to  give  notice  ot  their  approadw 
V  lo  saving  up  the  harbour  a  dclightfiil  view  open- 
ed die  Bunrouodlng  hiila  and  mouatai»8»  cuitU 
valed  to  the  very  summit.  On  arriving  in  the 
faailioiirf.  the  first  operaticMi  w»  to  cdlect  aU  tb« 

Prayer-books  and  Bibles,  to  be  delivered  to  the 

JapaaetOb  aod  k^t  till  their  departure ^  aprecau^ 
•bn  insisted  upon,  lest  any  attempt  shdidd  be 
made  to  kitroduoe  CbrktiaoilQF.  A  muster-roUL 
ef  the  cesiv  was  then  drs'im  out,  far  the  purpose  of 
beinip  delivered  to  the  Japanese,  who  called  i^ 
every  mpnaog  and  «f enii^*  Thes  the  oaiitaia 
dotJbed  himself  ia  a  stul^  silk  coat,  of  such; 
huge  dimaastOQS  as  to  be  capable  of  conteuikig 

three  persons  of  his  own  size ;  which  was  with 

the  view  of  inaar ting,  whenever  he  went  on  shores 
a  ssiaR  atoek  of  contraband  articles.  A  boat  was 
%oi£kijr  seesi  apfMroacbiz^  oootaining  the  officers 
9mA  acaedbera^  who  were  fSMived  with  every  pea* 
sable  respect,  seated  onx  a  bedstead  prepared  fft 
the  pnrpeeB^  ami  lihemtl/  supplied  widi  tobiM^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


JAPAN 


and  brandy.  The  first  thing  they  did  was  to 
produce  an  order  just  arrived  from  court,  decree- 
ing that  the  captain  should  denude  himself  of  his 
present  capacious  vestments,  and  put  on  others 
fitted  to  his  actual  dimension.  This  order  was 
reluctantly  obeyed,  to  the  great  astonishment 
of  some  ignorant  Japanese,  who  had  imagined 
that  the  former  swollen  state  was  the  natural  and 
stationary  size  of  a  Dutch  captain.  The  officers 
then  began  to  institute  a  search  still  more  rigo- 
rous than  usual.  They  turned  the  pockets  of  all 
the  officers  and  crew  inside  out,  and  passed  their 
hands  over  their  clothes,  and  through  their  hair. 
All  the  trunks  and  chests  were  emptied,  and  even 
the  boards  sounded  lest  they  should  be  hollow. 
Iron  pikes  were  run  into  the  butter  tubs  and  jars 
of  sweetmeats,  and  a  thick  pointed  wire  through 
the  cheeses.  They  broke  even  several  of  the 
eggs.  At  length  the  Dutch  were  allowed  to  be- 
gin landing  their  cargo  on  the  island  of  Dezima, 
a  small  appendage  to  Nangasaki,  forming  an  island 
it  high  water,  but  at  low  water  a  mere  street  of 
the  town.  They  were  kept  there  as  in  a  prison, 
the  gate  being  constantly  guarded,  and  locked 
every  night.  Our  author  was  struck  with  the 
gloomy  situation  of  those  who  had  their  perma- 
nent abode  in  this  place.  They  became  as  it 
were  dead  ;  they  never  heard  a  word  of  news  re- 
specting any  other  quarter  of  the  world,  and  in 
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time  lost  ill  curiosity  concerning  them.  Even 
the  fiiculty  of  the  will  became  extinct  from  wfmt. 
ofezerdae,  there  being  no  otbev  for  tbem  but 
that  of  thp  Japanese,  according  to  wbiph  they 
miiit  entirely  square  their  conduct 

Botany  was  the  £ivourite  pursuit  of  Dr  Thui^- 
herg ;  and  be  with  gneal  difficulty  obtained  per- 

mission  to  make  a  few  excursions,  but  always  at- 
^nded  with  a  .numeroAia  traint  who  at  onc^  (snr 
cumbered  hk  motions,  and  caused  a  heavy  ex- 
pense, as  it  was  necessary  to  treat  tbem  all.  Aiier 
a  stay  ef  about  siic  months  at  Nangasaki,  the  em- 
bassy set  out  for  Jeddo»  the  capital.  Their  road 
lay  chiefly  along  the  coast,  partly  by  land,  imd 
partly  by  water.  Their  laud  couvejauce  was  iq 
neriflKW,  a.qpecie8  of  sedan  chairs  made  of  bam« 

boo.  There  is  neither  post-cbaisc  nor  wheel-car- 
siage .  of  any  kind  in  the  empire*  The  poor  tra- 
on  foot ;  those  in  better  circumstances  have 
a  horse,  on  which,  by  the  aid  of  baskets,  a  whole 
family  ia  sometimes  conveyed ;  but  the  nariman 
is  the  exclusive  conveyance  of  the  great.  Our 
auibor  discommends  much  the  great  diligence 
shewn  to  supply  even  the  saiallest  sea-ports  with 
ladtea  who  have  renounced  the  irst  virtue  of  theiir 
sex.  The  houses  destined  for  them  were  usually 
the  handsomest  in  the  town,  and  placed  close  to 
the  temples.  Persons  under  the  sanction  of  go- 
vernment purchase  girls  to  be  trained  for  this  pri^ 
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minal  trade,  which  is  not  considered  here  in  tiie 
same  disgraceful  light  as  elsewhere,  and  forms 
even  no  obstacle  to  a  good  marriage.  The  Dutch 
were  not  allowed  to  enter  these  haunts ;  but  upon' 
earnest  application  were  accommodated  during 
their  stay  with  a  temporary  wife.  The  ornaments 
employed  by  these  and  other  Japanese  ladies  con- 
sisted chiefly  in  painting  their  lips  blue,  and  their 
teeth  black,  so  that  they  appeared  to  Thunberg 
siifficient  to  make  even  a  fond  lover  take  French 
leave  of  his  mistress.  v.- 

Thunberg,  in  travelling  through  this  new  coun- 
try,  had  cherished  sanguine  expectations  of  form- 
ing  a  rich  collection  of  plants  unknown  in  Europe. 
He  was  completely  baffled,  however,  by  the  laud- 
able industry  of  the  Japanese  farmers.  All  those 
plants  of  which  he  was  in  search  were  classed  in 
their  vocabulary  as  weeds,  the  extirpation  of 
which  was  the  object  of  their  most  strenuous 
efforts ;  which  had  been  so  successful,  that  he  pro* 
ceeded  through  the  whole  provinces  without  see- 
ing one.  The  principal  towns  through  which  he 
passed  were  Osaka,  the  seat  of  commerce  and 
pleasure.  It  is  called  the  Paris  of  Japan,  abound- 
ing with  every  luxury  which  the  empire  affords, 
and  resorted  to  by  many  of  the  great,  as  the  most 
agreeable  place  for  spending  their  fortunes ;  while 
its  commerce  is  so  great,  that  the  ground  floor  of 
almost  every  house  is  a  work-shop.    The  next 
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was  MeacO,  the  ecclesiastical  capital,  whkh^ 
tlioiigii  now  sttpfdialed  io  poliUoal  imporfMM 
by  J0ddo»  cdiitkiues  still  the  principal  seat  of 
literatlll^e>  tt^ufactufed,  and  trade*  Though 
Tbrnberg  WW  ftur  days,  liMmtteA 
more  than  a  dktant  view  of  the  palace  of  the 

Daiti.  At  kmgth  they  urtii^d  at  JUd<»,  Ifce 

pital  and  residence  of  the  Cilf>o,  or  tempond 
monatdk  They  nem  ittiiMiitttdy  iMiiMd  lipM 

by  five  physicians  and  two  astronomers,  who  hav- 
ing beard  that  the  Dutdb  iir«re  bringing  with  tbcfin 
a  docUM"  much  more  learned  than  any  who  usually 
attMded  their  etabassyr  came  in  hopes  of  adding 
cottiewbiC  to  their  stores  df  iDfemiatiott.  The 
chief  object  of  the  celestial  observers  was  to  be 
enabled  lo  calculate  eclipses  wttb  greater  preei^ 
sion  I  but  Thunberg  regrets  that  he  was  not  abl^ 
10  give  them  very  much  iaibrmAtioti  upon  tftiia 

point.  He  could  better  satisfy  the  physicians, 
who  bad  many  inquiries  to  makct  not  only  rec 
specting  the  European  mode  of  curii^  diseases, 
but  concerning  the  kindred  sciences  of  natural 
{^nlotophy,  botany,  and  iufgery.  Their  vkifs 
became  very  frequent and  our  traveller,  though 
abudst  wearied  out  by  their  endless  suceesdoft  ef 
qoestioDS)  s>pent  many  an  agreeable  hour  in  their 
conpmy* 

The  ceremonies  of  audience  passed  in  rather  a 
lesa  morlifyifig  manner  then  during  the  time  of 
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Kaempfer.  They  were  ushered  into  an  ante- 
chamber, where  they  were  seated  on  the  floor  in 
the  Japanese  attitude,  which  would  have  been 
very  painful  had  not  their  large  silk  gowns  ena- 
bled them  in  some  degree  to  extricate  their  legs 
from  so  incommodious  a  posture.  In  this  posi- 
tion they  were  addressed  and  questioned  by  a 
number  of  grandees,  who  came  up  to  them  incog. ; 
but  their  rank  was  betrayed  by  the  reverence  of 
tlie  bystanders.  They  put  many  questions,  par- 
ticularly about  the  European  mode  of  writing,  of 
which  it  was  necessary  to  afford  them  specimens 
either  on  paper  or  on  their  fans.  They  had  even 
reason  to  suspect  that  the  Emperor  himself  was 
among  this  number.  At  the  end  of  the  period 
the  ambassador  was  led  in,  bowed  his  head  to  the 
ground,  and  immediately  departed ;  however  he 
walked  both  in  and  out,  instead  of  creeping,  as 
formerly.  »         •     .     i  . 

^  Thunberg  has  analyzed  with  considerable  care 
the  character  of  this  extraordinary  nation.  He 
considers  sense  as  a  very  prominent  feature^ 
They  despise  those  glittering  ornaments  which 
are  so  studiously  worn  throughout  all  Asia,  and 
to  a  great  extent  in  Europe,  and  seek  only  to  be 
decently  and  substantially  clothed.  He  adds, 
that  liberty  is  the  soul  of  the  Japanese  ;  a  praise 
which  we  do  not  fully  understand,  as  he  imme- 
diately after  ranks  submission  to  their  superiors 
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as  a  feature  equally  prominent  The  laws,  how. 
ever,  are.  said  to  be  administered  with  very  rigid 
justice,  and  the  whole  nation  to  be  distinguished 
for  the  observance  of  the  strictest  honesty.  They 
have  seldom  or  never  attempted  to  conquer  other 
nations^  but  defend  their  own  with  UQconquerable 
valonr.  Their  most  unamiable  quality  is  pride^ 
which  is  said  to  rise  to  the  highest  pitch,  both  iu 
the  nation  and  in  individuals*  Connected  wtth 
this  is  resentment,  in  which  they  are  said  to  be 
guiie  implacable.  They  remain  always  cool,  how* 
ever,  and  conceal  their  enmity,  without  ever  for- 
getting it,  till  tlic  moment  arrives  when  they  can 
ftrike  the  blow.  They  are  said  to  be  generally  of 
yeiy  courteous  manners,  and  even  of  a  good- 
natured  and  friendly  disposition,  when  they  are 
treated  in  a  corresponding  manner,  and  nothing 
is  dmie  by  which  their  res^tment  can  be.rousedt 
In  superstitious  habits,  and  in  the  extent  of  their 
pilgrimages,  they  appear  almost  to  rival  the  Hin« 
4oos.  The  original  national  faith  is  that  of  the 
iSinto,  who  seem  to  possess  lofty  ideas  of  a  Su« 
preme  Being,  but  mingled  with  various  d^rading 
superstitions.  Here,  however,  as  in  all  the  east 
of  Asia,  the  religion  of  Boodh  or  Fo  is  the  most 
|K)pular,  and  it  is  professed  by  the  Cubo.  In  in* 
-  dustry  the  Japanese  are  preeminent,  particularly 
in  agriculture,  so  that  though  a  great  part  of 
theur  country  consists  of  rUgged  mountains,  they 
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witli  good  crops.  They  have  tea  like  CbiDa,  but 
of  a  coBxtstt  quality.  Tlieir  mana&ctinfea«£«ik 

and  cotton  are  extensive  ;  but  in  the  former  thev 
are  exceUed  hy  the  (.^tenefte,  and  ia  kttog  j^ 
the  Hindoos.  They  excel  1»otb»  immmmi^A 
working  metals,  particularly  copper  and.  staeLf 
and  in  lacquering  and  varnisbtnp  irood^  rililrf  by 
us  japannea  work,  they  are  not  equalled  bjr  Mif 
nation  in  tbe  world. 

Aftbr  Rusna^  by  the  eztensioii  of  her  mt 

Asiatic  dominion  to  Kamtchatka  and  the  Kuriles^ 
beeame  the  neighbour  of  Japan,  the  natonUjr 
conceived  the  desire  of  opening  some  intercourse 
with  so  great  and  opulent  a  state.  No  dispoai- 
tion,  however,  appeared  to  relax  in  those  rigoraoa 
restrictioas,  which  admitted  of  no  exception  es» 
oept  the  sti^e  said  narrow  one  granced  to  tte 
Dutch.  In  hopes  of  obtaining  some  relaxation  of 
this  rigid  syfttem,  Cq>tain  Keusbvstebk,  in  IMM^ 
set  sail  fiom  Kamtchatka  on  an  official  mission. 
He  was  received  with  courtesy  f  but  the  treaty 
for  his  landing  was  protracted  to  a  great  length 
by  the  vexatious,  and,  as  he  conceived,  insuking 
precautions  wfaidi  were  msisted  upon.  Although 
a  Dutch  vessel  was  setting  sail  for  ^tavia,,  tb^ 
were  not  allowed  to  send  any  lattevs,  aevjft'  <MM 
to  the  Emperor,  and  tliis  they  wei:e  required  not 
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mly  to  shew*  but  to  furnish  a  oo^  so  exact,  that 
merf  Uoe  tAould  mi  with  the  mme  wordL  Am 

the  Dutch  captains  passed  by,  Krusenstern  salut. 
ed  theiDy  and  waa  atuch  iuiprised  to  me  tbeai  go 
on  without  looking  or  q)eakiiig;  but  he  af^r« 
wards  karoedt  that  it  woukl  hava  b^en  at  tbetr 
peril  if  they  had  done  otherwise.  The  RmsiraiSt 
afiter  a  month's  negociation,  were  allowed  to  con- 
tinue  to  wear  liieir  swords ;  faiit  tius  ^  small 
triumph,"  as  they  call  it,  was  alloyed  by  the 
necessity  of  ddiveiing  up  ail  their  fiiMmis.  By 
a  pretence  of  sickness,  Captain  Sj'useiistern  ob*- 
tained  a  spot  to  walk  upon  i  but  it  was  only  a 

hundred  paces  long,  enclosed  with  a  high  bamboo 
waUt  and  guarded  by  two  watch-bouses*  At 
Imgdi  they  were  landed,  and  aoconiinocialed  on 
a  neck  of  land,  almost  surrounded  by  the  sea,  and 
watched  as  close  as  the  seven  towers  at  Constan* 
tinople*  Every  thing,  however,  which  was  want* 
ed  Ibr  pK>visk»ns  and  rqpairs  to  the  vesselt  was 
libendly  supplied.  The  negociations  for  permis* 
skm  to  proceed  to  court  were  delayed  for  many 
months,  the  Japanese  exaggerating  the  distance 
and  the  time  necessary  to  receive  an  answer^  At 
length  it  was  announced,  that  two  plenipoten^ 
tiariesy  with  eight  great  lords,  might  be  vtrf 
sbordy  expected ;  and  it  was  understood,  tbou^ 
not  fully  expressed,  that  this  was  to  supersede 
their  fvoeeeding  into  the  interior.  The  plenipo- 
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tentiarieS)  on  their  arrival^  announcedi  as  an  irre-« 
vocable  decisioD,  that  no  Russian  ship  could  im 
allowed  to  enter  Japan.  They  refused  the  pre- 
sents, on  the  ground  that  their  acceptance  would 
require  a  return, -and  tturt  a  Japanese  ambaandoc 
must  then  proceed  to  B4]8aia9  which  was  coutraty 
to  their  law«  .  . 

.  SoicB  years  aiUr,  a  fiivour^le  opportaiiity  ap« 

peared  to  open,  when  the  Russians  on  the  eastern 
coast. of  Asia  saved  a  Japanese  vessel  from  sbip> 
wreck,  and  enabled  it  to  return  to  Japan.  In 
hopes  of  taking  advantage  of  the  favourable  dis- 
positions which  tins  tended  to  produce.  Captain 
GoLowKiN  sailed  to  Matsmai,  the  principal  town 
0f  Jesso,  which  is  now  almost  entirely  a  Japanese 
island.  There  they  were  first  allured  on  shore, 
then  thrown  into  a  miserable  dungeon,  and, 

though  with  some  improvciTient  of  their  quarters, 
detained  in  prison  ibr  many  months*  Golowmo 
eace  efiected  his  escape,  but,  after  wandering 
through  the  island  for  a  number  of  days,  was 
taken  and  conveyed  back  to  Matsmai.  Heibond 
the  coast  cultivated  and  populous,  but  the  inte- 
tier  consisting  of  wild,  and  almost  inacoessihie 
mountains.  Matsmai,  the  capital,  is  a  large  town, 
containing  about  50,000  inhabitants.  At  leogtb 
orders  arrived  from  tlic  Emperor  to  send  hini 
hack  to  Russia  \  but  aU  ejLtenaion  ot  Gommercial 
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piirileges  was  of  course  out  of  the  question.  He 
found  the  Japanese  nation  imbued  with  the  deep- 
est jealousy  of  the  Russians,  and  viewing  with 
alarm  the  vast  extension  of  their  enwire.  Nft* 
tional  pride  made  them  believe  that  the  advaaoea 
of  the  EngUsh  bj  sea,  and  of  the  Russians  by 
had,  were  made  in  concert,  and  had  for  their 
sole  object  finally  to  obtain  possession  of  Japan« 
Every  thin^  therefore^  which  could  tend  to  un- 
veil the  secrets  of  the  country  to  either  of  these 
potentates,  was  guarded  against  with  the  most 
endous  precaution. 


Uiyiii^ed  by  Googlc 


BOOK  VI. 

m 

.  iroamEEN  ASIA. 

*  .  ■ 

w 

•    CHAPTER  1. 

THE  TEBRITORT  OF  CAUCASUS. 

We  come  now  to  treat  of  the  north  of  Asia,  or 
Asiatic  Bussia  \  a  region  of  vast  extent,  compria* 
ing  a  full  third  of  the  continent,  but  thinly  peo- 
pledt  and  containing  comparatively  few  objects  to 
excite  curiosity  and  admiration.  The  reason  has 
been  explained  in  the  preface  why  the  voyages 
along  the  Northern  Ocean,  and  even  the  joumies 
along  its  shores,  are  not  made  to  enter  into  the 
plan  of  the  present  work.  Our  attention  is  thus 
confined  to  the  inland  divisions  of  this  vast  terri- 
tory. These  may  be  divided  into  two  parts;— 
the  Caucasian  provinces,  or  the  regions  situated 
between  the  £lacl^  Sea  and  the  Caspian  j  and 
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that  VMt  tmctt  txtending  acfoat  the  whole  breadth 
of  Asia»  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  Siberia. 
The  teriitories  interpoaed  between  the  Blade 
aud  the  Caspian>  conaist  of  vaat  ranges  of 
«u>ttiitataB  towerim;  over  each  other»  interspen* 

ed  with  narrow  but  fertile  valleys,  but  nowhere 
opeiung  ioto  any  ejiteDsive  plaio.  Its  loftiest 
ridge,  called  Elbrus,  covered  with  perpetual  snow. 
Stretches  from  sea  to  aes,  terioiaating  at  I>ec« 
beedy  whose  iron  gate  opens  only  af  Barrow  pas* 
4^  to  the  invader  or  traveller.  Both  to  the 
Qprth  and  south  of  this  Uinit»  the  nsountaiiis  sk^ 
gi^dui^lly  dowQward,  till  it  sinks  on  one  side  into 
the  vast  siqf^  or  flat  plain  of  the  Kuban,  wbmot 
the  njighty  ranges  of  Caucasus  rise  like  a  wall, 
and  00  the  other  decline  into  the  eiHDparativeljF 

level  territories  of  Georgia,  Aderbijan,  and  vShir- 
vam  CQQtiecting  itseif,  however,  with  the  loftgi 
chains  of  Armenia.  The  recessea  of  this  monn- 
taia  world  have  always  been  occupied  by  a  race 
of  pffoud  and  warlike  chiefs,  who  h&ve  imbtbed 
th^  full  spirit  of  the  feudal  age^  ax>d  have  yielded 
only  a  dight  and  precarious  aiibmisston  to  the 

successive  empires  that  have  lield  the  sceptre  of 

Awm  Russia  is  the  one  which  b^a  gone  farthest 
towards  establishing  her  sway ;  yet,  though  her 
SMpreoMiipy  is  owned»  she  is  scarcely  able  to  ex^ 
tract  eveti  tribute ;  and  a  ekai»  of  wdlitary  posts 
ufoa  tha  Xere)^  and  the  KubaPt      necessary  t» 
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{MTOtect  her  provinces  from  predatory  ioroads. 
This  power,  according  to  her  laudable  practice, 
haft  been  at  very  considerable  pains  to  know 
these  appendages  to  her  extended  empire.  The 
result  of  various  official  surveys  have  appeared  in 
the  elaborate  works  of  Pallas,  and  other  learned 
travellers*  These  consist  chiefly  of  topograpbi* 
cal  and  descriptive  detail^  and,  as  such,  wiUbe 
speedUy  noticed.  In  the  mean  time,  the  best 
idea  of  the  vicissitudes  and  adventures  to  be  en- 
countered in  travelling  through  these  rugged 
chains,  may  be  formed  from  the  relation  of  F.  F. 
EiroELMANK,  who,  in  1785,  escorted  through  it 
an  embassy  to  Persia* 

.  This  expedition  consisted,  on  the  Russian  mde, 

of  two  officers  and  six  Cossack  soldiers,  with  two 
interpreteiB.  The  Persian  ambassador  was  also 
there,  with  his  train,  and  they  had  in  all  twenty- 
seven  riders,  and  twenty*three  pack-horses.  Prom 
the  ruggedness  of  the  roads,  they  could  attempt 
to  traVei  only  on  horseback*  They  set  out  on 
the  14th  January,  a  season  when  the  difficulties 
of  travelling  must  be  felt  in  their  utmost  force. 
The  embassy  passed  through  the  territory  of  the 
little  Kabarda,  without  experiencing  much  ob- 
struction, four  days  brought  them  to  the  foot 
of  the  mightiest  snowy  barrier  of  the  Caucasus. 
Here,  on  the  steep  banks  of  the  Terek  on  the 
northern  side,  and  of  the  Araqui  on  the  southern, 
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a  road  had,  within  the  last  two  years,  been  labo- 
riously effected.  It  was  bordered  on  each  side  by 
walls  of  rock,  rising  into  pyramidal  peaks  of  pro- 
digious height*  and  leaving  a  space,  which,  at  its 
greatest  breadth,  did  not  exceed  150  feet.  By 
this  route*  however,  waggons  could  pass  iu  suuu 
mer  $  but,  in  winter,  the  snow  was  drifted  in  the 
ravines  to  such  a  depth,  as  entirely  to  block  up 
the  passage ;  and  the  mountains  could  be  crossed 
only  by  climbing  on  foot  or  on  horseback  over 
their  highest  ridges*  These  precipitous  summits 
of  Caucasus  were  held  by  a  race  called  Ossetes, 
whose  abodes  resemble  fortresses,  defended  by 
round  towers.  They  have  a  language  of  their 
own,  resembling  none  but  the  Persian,  and  are. 
mere  heathens,  worshipping  dogs  and  cats.**-* 
The  embassy  had  not  gone  far,  when  they  came 
to  a  narrow  pass,  which  they  found  entirely 
blocked  up  by  these  banditti,  demanding  toH; 
but  as  there  was  a  regular  stipulation  that  every 
thing  Russian  should  pass  free,  the  chief  refused 
to  give  them  the  smallest  article.   They  then 

threatened  to  roll  down  huge  fragments  of  rock, 
and  discharged,  in  fact,  a  few  shots,  without, 
however,  doing  any  injury*  The  diief,  then,  hav- 
ing an  escort  of  ^00  light  horse,  sent  them  by  a 
chrcuit  of  nearly  thirty  miles,  to  take  the  moun- 
taineers in  the  rear,  who,  as  soon  as  they  saw  this 
yoi*.  Ill*  c  c  - 
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nunMniTrtt  retreated^  and  aUowed  the  ftusttm 

to  pass* 

The  txpeditioD  bad  now  only  to  eocounter  the 
obstacles  of  mature,  which  consisted  in  five  iiie« 

oessive  riches,  the  loitiest  of  which  was  quite 
above  the  doods*  In  ascending,  they  experienc* 
ed  the  most  sudden  change  of  the  climate  aud  of 
nature*  Hitherto  the  weather  had  been  mode« 
^atOi  and  the  hills  and  cliffs  being  still  decked  in 
varied  hues^  had  exhibited  magnificent  landscapes* 
In  March,  he  thinks,  the  Caucasus  must  be  quite 
a  paradise»  when  the  lofty  woods  which  stretcl 
along  the  sides  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
exhibit  all  their  pomp  of  verdure.  A  very  difie- 
Tent  scene  was  presented  in  winter,  amid  its 
snowy  heights.  They  had  now  to  pass  the  iive 
ridges^  each  from  two  to  three  miles  in  breadth. 
The  first  was  surmounted  easily  and  cheerfully. 
They  then  passed  the  Terek,  whicb^  though 
rapid,  stood  in  need  of  no  bridge,  except  that  of 
its  own  eternal  ice»  formed  by  the  snows  of  year 
after  year  piled  over  each  other,  and  which  the 
most  intense  heat  of  summer  never  dissolved.  Its 
existence  is  known  only  by  the  load  dashing  of 
its  waves,  which  is  heard  beneath.  They  came 
now  to  the  second  ridge,  much  more  steep  and 
difficult*  Here,  between  two  lofty  walls  of  rockj 
one  above  and  the  other  beneath,  with  a  torrent 
rolling  along  its  foot,  there  intervened  only  a  path 
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of  ftam  two  to  three  ftet  broAd.  As  they  proceed^^ 
ed  along  it  with  trembling  steps^  a  tempest  of  wind 
8lroie»  and  blew  upon  them  an  immeii^  quantity  of 
snoWf  in  the  midst  of  which  the  ambassador^  bia 
steward,  and  another  rider,  with  their  horses^  went 
over  the  precipice,  and  sunk  into  the  abyss*  The 
party  had  not  the  least  hope  of  their  preterva«i 
tion ;  but,  by  the  greatest  good  fortune,  there 
happened  a  little  beneath  to  be  a  projectioa  of -the 
rock,  upon  which  they  all  three  lighted.  They 
could  not  at  first  be  seen  beneath  the  snow  wbicb 
covered  them ;  but  in  the  course  of  two  or  thrae 
minutes,  they  worked  out  their  heads  and  shewed^  - 
themselves.  It  behoved  the  whole  party  to  itop 
and  consider  wiiat  was  to  be  done.  The  Coisack 
and  Ossetine  guides,  who  had  some  experience  itt 
such  cases,  were  let  down  by  strong  ropes,  which 
they  tied  round  the  ambassadori  and  the  other 
tw^o  afflicted  sufferers,  and  thus  drew  them  up  to 
the  road.  The  ambassador,  to  the  agreeable  sur*-' 
prise  of  all,  was  found  without  any  injury,  Meejpt 
the  greatest  possible  terror.  Even  two  a£  the 
horses  were  saved  i  and  our  author  assertsi  tfaafc 
if  the  third  had  acted  with  all  the  judgment 
which  this  animal  usually  displays,  he  might  have: 
extricated  himself  also.  Engelniaun,  however, 
grievously  laments  his  fate,  on  betog  detained 
thus  long  iu  this  perilous  station,  amid  so  fuiioqs 
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a  tempest,  which  threatened  every  instant  to  huri 
tbem  all  into  the  same  abyss. 

AAer  passing  this  mountain  with  so  much  toil 
and  imguisbt  the  Russians  found,  rising  out  of  it^ 
another,  which  appeared  still  more  formidable. 
This  was  the  third  and  most  elevated  of  the 
snowy  peaks.  In  looking  up,  it  appeared  an  im- 
possibiiity  that  they  should  ever  reach  the  ^um* 
mit  Riding  was  now  out  of  the  question ;  and 
they  were  happy  in  being  able  to  scramble  on 
foot,  sometimes  sinking  to  the  middle  in  snow. 
At  length,  through  much  peril  and  misery,  they 
reached  this  loftiest  of  the  Caucasian  summits. 
The  country  beneath  was  etUirely  hid  ;  they 
saw  nothing  but  an  ocean  lof  clouds,  with  wind 
and  snow  driving  around  them.  Notwithstanding 
the  excessive  cold,  fatigue  obliged  them  to  take 
an  bourns  rest.  They  began  then'  to  descend  the 
southern  side,  which  they  found  still  excessively 
steep.  When  they  were  about  half  way  down,^ 
three  mules,  who  were  carrying  a  service  of  platq 
to  the  King  of  Persia,  fell  down  at  once  to  some 
depth,  but  so  that  their  heads  still  appeared  above 
the  snow.  -  Two  of  them  worked  their  way  out, 
and  safely  regained  the  road  ;  but  the  other,  find- 
ing nothing  to  rest  upon,  roiled  on  to  the  top  of  a 
high  precipice,  and  fell  down  into  the  bed  of  the 
riv^f.  The  two  boxes  containing  the  pl^te  xoUed 
down  to  die  right  and  left.  One  arrived  entire 
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at  the  top  of  a  rock,  about  two  hundred  feet  be- 
neatb^  while  the  other  was  brokeoi  and  the  gold 
and  sSver  plates,  spoons,  and  dishes,  were  seen 
dashing  from  rock  to  rock  in  wild  contusion.  It 
was  impossible  to  stir  from  the  road  in  search  of 
them.  The  governor  of  Georgia,  however,  pro- 
mised, as  soon  as  the  ceasing  of  the  great  snows 
should  allow  those  on  the  ground  to  harden,  that 
he  would  commit  the  task  to  some  alert  moun^ 
taineers ;  and  these,  in  fact,  found  not  only  the 
entire  box,  but  almost  all  the  scattered  pieces 
with  which  the  broken  one  had  been  filled. 

The  embassy  experienced  no  farther  adventure, 
but  about  one  in  the  morning  arrived  at  the 
nearest  Georgian  village.  The  road,  tliough  not 
more  than  twelve  miles,  had  cost  them  eighteen 
hours  of  travelling  j  and  the  village,  though  very 
poor,  afforded  a  most  welcome  refreshment.  After 

a  day's  rest,  they  set  out  for  Teflis,  the  capital  of 

Georgia.  The  road  lay  along  the  valley  of  the 
Araqui,  which  continually  widened  as  they  des- 
cended its  stream,  till  it  became  three  or  four 
miles  broad.  It  was  covered  with  beautiful  woods 
of  beech,  chesnut,  apple,  and  pear,  with  an  under- 
'wood  composed  partly  of  shrubs  unknown  to 
Europe.  Through  this  wooded  vale  the  Araqui 
flows  in  various  branches^  and  the  mountains  rise 
on  each  side,  interspersed  to  half  their  Iieight  with 
villages,  having  gardens  often  formed  upon  slopes 
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80  steepf  that  it  seems  inconceivable  how  my 
thing  can  grow  upon  them.  Those  belonging  to 
the  chiefs  are  surrounded  hy  a  waii»  aad  d^cudtd 
with  towers.   The  landscape»  he  Sftya^  is  oofaiMw 

passed  by  any  thing  in  ^wiUerlaaJ  and  Italv. 
After  tfiveUiag  three  days  through  this  beaiiti^ 
country,  he  came  to  Teilis.  Wc  are  here  quite  on 
Persian  ground,  and  in  the  tract  of  othei 
lersy  so  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  fcXkmrnhm 
less  interesting  progress  to  Ivhoi,  wherahc  quitted 
Ihe  embassy. 

.  FaoM  the  topographical  and  descriptive  works 

above  alluded  to,  of  Pallas,  Guldenstedt,  Rein- 
eggs,  KUprotb,  and  Bibertstein,  we  shall  now 
proceed  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  tribes  who 
people  the  steeps  of  Caucasus.  The  minute  de- 
tails, indeed,  with  which  these  works  are  filled, 
possess  little  interest,  unless  for  those  who  come 
into  closer  contact  than  we  do  with  these  Asiatic 
races.  In  a  general  view,  however,  society  pre- 
sents here  some  very  striking  featurei.  The  lead« 
ing  nation  of  Caucasus  is  that  of  the  Circassians, 
called  by  the  Russians  Tckerkeu.  This  remaik^ 
able  people  present  almost  a  complete  picture  of 
what  Europe  was  during  the  height  of  the  feudal 
ages.  The  distinction  of  ranks  and  the  pride  of 
birth  are  carried  almost  to  as  lofty  a  pitch.  The 
alate  consists  of  the  prince,  the  uzd^ns  or  nobles. 
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and  the  ynmaJB,  who  are  considered  nearly  in  the 
light  of  slaves.  They  consist  partly  of  hereditary 
u^i  or  bondioieii^  and  partly  q£  sUves  taken  m 
Their  oiBce  is  to  till  the  ground,  drive  the 
large  ploughs  drawn  by  ^  or  eight  oxeot  cut 
timber,  build  bouses^  and  perform  all  other  labo- 
rious tasks*  The  Uzdens  owe  nothing  to  their 
prince  except  military  service,  with  some  preseotSy 
chiefly  of  cattle,  at  his  marriage,  or  any  other 
.  leading  era  in  his  life.   These  chiefi  seldom  ap- 

pear  abroad,  unless  clad  in  complete  steeV 
Their  arms  consist  of  a  sabre,  dagger,  and  pistoli!, 
which  they  wear  in  the  girdle ;  of  a  bow  and  qui- 
ver,  which  are  iastened  with  straps  to  the  thig^  ; 
of  a  helmet  and  arm-^plates  of  perished  steel ;  and 
over  ail  a  coat  of  mail,  formed  of  polished  steel 
rings.  They  never  leave  the  bouse  without  the 
sabre ;  but  if  they  quit  their  village,  they  must  be 
equipped  in  foil  armour.  They  have  ahio  a  breed 
of  horses,  whose  training  and  genealogy  arc  as 
-carefully  studied  as  those  of  AralMa.  Themceia 
declared  by  a  pecuh'ar  mark  impressed  on  the 
-buttock,  which  it  is  death  to  counterfeit.  The 
merits  of  these  steeds,  besides  beauty,  consist  in 
fieetness,  and  capacity  ot  enduring  fatigue  ;  qua^ 
lifications  which  greatly  fit  them  for  those  light 
aod  rapid  excurBions  in  which  they  are  destined 
4e  engage. 
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The  chiefs  of  Circassia  employ  themselves  in 
no  regular  or  pacific  occupation,  but  spend  their 
time  in  convivial  parties,  war,  hunting,  or  preda- 
tory expeditions.  They  have  proved  ever  most 
troublesome  and  precarious  subjects  to  all  those 
who  obtained  a  nominal  sovereignty  over  them. 
The  Russians,  after  defeating  them  in  several 
great  battles,  are  now  owned  as  their  masters, 
yet  do  not  attempt  to  interfere  in  their  internal 
administration  j  and  light  as  is  this  foreign  yoke, 
it  is  still  spurned  at  by  the  Circassians.  They 
make  frequent  plundering  excursions  into  the 
Russian  territory,  where  they  are  only  checked  by 
the  fortified  line  of  the  Terek.  Those  tribes  who 
distinguish  themselves  by  their  fidelity  to  Russia, 
are  said  to  suffer  more  from  the  consequent 
enmity  of  their  neighbours,  than  they  gain  by  this 
seemingly  powerful  alliance.  The  Circassians  are 
estimated  by  Pallas  at  J  500  uzdens  and  10,000 
vassals  capable  of  bearing  arms.  He  considers 
them  as  the  first  light  cavalry  in  the  world.  Pro- 
bably, if  they  could  remain  at  peace  with  their 
neighbours,  whose  character  and  habits  are  simi- 
lar to  their  own,  they  might  set  the  whole  world 
at  defiance ;  but  their  ever  doing  so  is  totally  out 
of  the  question. 

One  quality  for  which  the  people  of  this  region 
have  long  been  renowned  is  beauty.  This  envied 
excellence  is  said  to  be  possessed  in  a  peculiar 
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degree  by  the  Circassian  dames,  who  have  been 

long  the  boast  of  the  oriental  harams.  In  tropU 
cal  countries  beauty  is  usually  to  be  sought  among 

the  mountains,  where  the  fine  and  varied  tints  of 
the  temperate  climates  are  substituted  for  the  • 
dark  hue  produced  by  the  intense  action  of  the 
sun«  This  eUect  indeed  is  often  counteracted  by 
the  poverty  and  hard  labour  to  which  the  tenants 
of  these  rude  districts  are  subjected;  but  here 
the  pride  and  power  of  the  nobles  exempt  their 
families  from  all  menial  tasks,  and  leaves  no- 
thing which  can  injure  the  delicacy  of  their  form 
and  complexion.  Every  means  of  improving  this 
natural  gift  is  studiously  employed.  They  are 
fed  in  the  most  sparing  manner  on  milk  and  pastry, 
administered  only  in  small  quantities.  Thoii^h 
not  immured  like  other  orientals,  they  are  carefully 
protected  from  the  injuries  of  the  air  ;  their  feet 
are  kept  warm  and  dry  by  clogs,  and  their  hands 
are  covered  with  gloves  or  mittens.  The  conse- 
quence seems  to  bCt  that  though  the  Circassians 
are  not  all  beautiesi  the  proportion  is  greater  here 
than  in  most  other  countries.  These  Circassian 
fair,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  descriptions  given, 
and  from  the  paintings  of  an  admirable  artist^  are 
characterized  by  a  softness  and  delicacy  of  com* 
plexion»  such  as  in  £ur(^  we  would  almost  con- 
sider as  extreme  ;  by  fine  Mack  or  auburn  locks ; 
and  by  a  slender  and  elegant  form.   As  the  Cir« 
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OMnans  do  not  seU  even  their  peasantiyy  mach 

less  those  of  higher  rank,  the  seraglios  of  Persia 
aod  Xurke/  can  be  supplied  only  by  the  plunder^ 
ing  expeditions  carried  on  by  these  tribes  again^ 
each  other.  Of  these  exploits^  when  successful, 
the  unfortunate  maidens  are  often  the  prize ;  and 
are  then  sold  at  a  high  price  to  the  mercbantSy 
who  cany  them  for  sale  to  the  eastern  imperial 
cities. 

In  a  society  where  such  paramount  importance 

is  attached  to  the  distinctions  of  rank,  unequal 
marriages  are  naturally  viewed  with  deep  rqfiro* 
bation.  The  vassal  who  marries  the  daughter  of 
an  Uzden,  or  the  Uzden  who  marries  a  Princes^ 
incurs  the  penalty  of  death.  Deep  disgrace  » 
also  attached  to  the  violation  even  of  minor  dxs* 
tinctions  between  the  di£Bnrent  classes  of  nobles. 
The  peculiar  care  taken  to  train  the  female  part 
of  the  society  to  those  qualities  which  may  ren- 
der  them  agreeable  to  the  otlier  sex,  does  not 
seein  to  secure  any  corresponding  degree  of  at* 

tention.  Marriage  is  transacted  by  the  parent  or 
guardian  f  and  the  iirst  year  is  characterized  by 
an  almost  Spartan  separation,  the  husband  and 
wife  living  in  separate  houses,  and  seeing  each 
other  only  by  clandestine  visits.  Even  after  that 
period  little  social  intercourse  takes  place  between 
them  I  they  do  not  even  appear  to  each  other's 
visitors.  Education  in  the  families  of  the  Prineee. 
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li  $mmgBA  upon  a  modt  ringidar  tystem*  Im- 

mediatelj  on  the  birth  of  a  child  it  is  delivered 
to  m  noUe,  who  is  supposed  to  be  distioguished 
ibt  merit  and  accomplishments^  and  on  whom  the 
vholt  chaige  of  its  tniniDg  deyolves,  ibe  parmtt 
never  even  seeing  it  till  that  is  completed.  His 
business  is  to  make  the  daughter  a  complete 

beauty,  and  the  son  an  accomplished  robber; 
after  which  he  presents  them  to  the  parents^  tak* 
ing  care  previously  to  provide  the  young  lady 
with  a  husband  of  her  own  rank* 

The  law  of  hospitality,  and  the  right  of 
venge,  exist  in  equal  force  among  the  Circassiaus 
as  in  all  other  rude  tribes.  Their  chief  wealth 
consists  in  their  flocks  and  herds,  which  they  se- 
eufe  at  nightt  by  building  their  villages  in  the 
form  of  a  square  or  circle,  the  interior  of  which 
forms  a  court  for  the  cattle.  The  castle  of  the 
chief  is  buiit  on  an  eminence,  distinct  from  the 
village.  Their  heids  are  cultivated,  though  in  a 
rade  and  clumsy  manner ;  and  bees  are  reared  se 
successfullyt  that  honey  becomes  even  an  article 
of  export.  The  animal  and  vegetable  prodoc- 
tions  are  very  various,  according  as  tiiey  are 
Ibond  in  the  valleys,  or  in  the  diflforent  stages  of 
the  mountainous  ascent ;  and  the  Caucasus  thus 
affiirds  an  ample  field  £>r  the  labours  of  the  bo* 
tanist. 
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AltbcNigh  the  Cticassians  form  the  promiiMif: 

race,  this  region  is  divided  among  innumerable 
6tber  tribes,  di&ring  in  name,  and  in  minute 
national  peculiarities  ;  but  the  proud  and  warlike 
sway  of  the  chiefs,  the  beauty  of  the  females,  and 
the  rude  and  predatory  habits  of  the  whole  so* 
ciety,  appear  to  be  nearly  the  same  in  alL  The 
Ossetes^  of  whose  dealings  we  have  had  some  :ob>- 
servation,  inhabit  the  Elbruz,  or  snowy  steeps  of 
the  Caucasus,  rising  above  Circassia.  They  are 
considerably  ruder,  and  the  uobles  have  much  less 
power.   To  the  east,  bordering  on  the  shores  of 

the  Caspian,  arc  die  widely  diffused  nation  of  the 
Lesghis  or  Lesghians,  a  race  of  formidable  bar- 
barians, who  have  always  been  terrible  to  the 
Persian  monarchy ;  and  it  has  been  said,  a  Sophi 
is  knad  who  will  attempt  to  make  war  against 
them.  Their  women  are  said  to  be  as  beautiiui 
as  the  Circassians,  and  have  also  the  reputation  of 
being  heroines,  like  their  reported  Amazonian 
ancestors.  Along  the  BUck  Sea,  the  ruling 
people  arc  the  Abasses,  generally  agreeing  with 
the  Circassians,  but  considerably  ruder.  The 
Truchmens,  Nogais,  and  Kumuks,  are  Tartar 
tribes,  who  wander  over  the  plains  which  extend 
along  the  foot  of  Caucasus. 

One  of  the  circumstances  most  characteristic 
of  these  numerous  tribes,  is  the  vast  variety  of 
their  languages.   There  is  not  a  people,  however 


Digitized  by  Google 


TBB  CAVCA8VI. 


413 


small,  which  has  not  a  distinct  one  of  its  own. 
Sometimes  the  dialects  of  the  two  immediately 

contiguous,  do  not  bear  the  slightest  resemblance 
to  each  other.  The  origioal  of  each  can  oftea 
be  found  only  at  so  great  a  distance,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive^  how  any  communication 
could  have  existed.  Some  insist,  that  tliese  are 
languages  radically  different  from  those  that  can 
be  found  in  any  other  part  of  Europe  or  Asia. 
The  true  cause  of  this  variety  probaUy  is,  that 
the  extraordinary  natural  strength  of  this  region 
has  rendered  it  an  asylum,  oflen  to  distant  tribes^ 
in  the  successive  tempests  of  invasion  by  which 
this  part  of  Asia  ba^  so  often  been  desolated. 
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MB£BIA-*«AALY  DISCOVE&IES. 

itr$i  JJucover^  and  Conquest     the  Russians^Beil. 

■ 

Asia  wanta  a  temperate  zooe.  But  for  this, 
her  vast  extent,  and  the  early  civiliaation  of  her 

southern  empires,  must  have  secured  her  from 
being  so  far  outstripped  by  Europe  in  all  the  arts 
aind  pursuits  of  life.  That  part  of  her  territory 
which,  as  to  its  place  on  the  globe,  would^  come 
under  the  above  description,  enclosed  by  enor- 
mous chains  of  mountains,  elevated  into  bleak 
table  lands,  and  deprived  of  all  maritime  commu- 
nication, wants  the  means  of  raising  itself  to 
a  high  place  in  the  scale  of  improvement*  It  has 
surpassed  tropical  Asia  in  arms,  and  has  pro* 
duced  a  continued  succession  of  conquerors ;  but 
it  has  derived  from  that  region  all  its  arts  and  in- 
tellectual  culture.  Proceeding  northward,  as  we 
now  do,  to  the  immense  tracts  bounded  by  the 

Icy  Sea»  the  proqpect  becomes  still  more  gloomy. 
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Nature,  indeed,  prefents  hmelf  on  ah  otehded 
scale,  but  ever/wbere  with  a  vast  and  dreary  mo* 
notony.   EndleM  frozen  plains  y  tvfm,  whose 

broad  and  sluggish  stream  reflects  only  the  dark 
pine  forest  >  a  few  shivering  native^  roaming 
through  the  woods  in  quest  oi  prey :  such  is  the 
only  spectacle  presented  from  one  to  the  other  of 
its  distaut  extremities.  In  our  eyes  it  is  render- 
ed still  more  dismal,  by  its  being  a  land  of  exile* 
The  victim  of  imperial  resentment,  imprisoned 
in  its  boundless  wiids,  is  cut  oS,  as  it  wer^ 
from  all  civilized  and  social  existence*  Tet  the 
active  genius  of  the  Kussian  government  has  dis- 
covered^ treastures  even  in  this  lost  and  neglected 
portion  of  the  glc^e.  Mines  of  extraordinary 
value  have  been  found  in  the  bowels  of  its  moun* 
tains ;  a  beneficent  nature  has  furnished  to  ii% 
animals  defences  against  the  cold,  the  richness 

and  beauty  of  which  human  art  cannot  rival ;  and 
vast  tracts  are  covered  with  such  rich  pasture,  as 
to  indicate,  that  at  some  future  period  ihey  may 
support  nations  as  populous  as  those  which  now 
inhabit  the  most  improved  parts  of  the  Russiatt 
territory. 

Russia,  during  the  middle  ages,  was  too  fre4 

i][uently  overrun  by  her  eastern  neighbours  to, 
think  of  carrying  her  arms  into  their  territory* 

Even  after  their  divided  power  had  enabled  her 

|n  some  degree  to  consolidate  her  empire  the 
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southern  frontier  was  still  closely  pressed.  It  was 
from  her  northern  province  of  Archangel  that  an 

opportunity  first  occurred  of  penetrating  into  Si- 
beria. The  Samoiedes  of  the  Obi  and  Petchora 
came  along  the  Wichida  (Vitenegda)  to  its  con- 
fluence  with  the  Dwina,  where  they  exchanged 
their  furs  with  the  Russians.  Anika  StrogonofT, 
who  superintended  some  salt  works  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood,  first  planned  expeditions  into  their  own 
territory.  Purchas,  who,  from  a  corruption  of 
the  first  name,  calls  him  Oneeko,  gives  some  de- 
tails of  his  early  operations.  He  professes  to  de- 
rive them  chiefly  from  Hakluyt,  who  "  had  not 
"  attayned  unto  it  without  great  paynes."  It  had 
been  revealed  to  him  by  some  friends  at  the  Rus; 
sian  court,  who  had  acted  thus  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  orders  of  their  government,  so  that,  if 
discovered,  doubtless  it  would  cost  them  all 
"  their  lives."  Oneeko,  it  is  said,  seeing  the 
valuable  furs  brought  by  these  rude  visitors,  be- 
came most  desirous  to  know  "  from  whence  they 
"  came,  or  what  countryes  they  did  inhabit, 
"  easily  conjecturing  that  great  wealth  was  there 
"  to  be  gotten.  Accordingly,  he  sent  a  party, 
"  with  divers  base  merchandize,  as  small  bells, 
"  and  other  like  Dutch  small  wares."  For  these 
they  obtained  a  great  value  in  furs,  and  carried 
on  a  very  profitable  trade.  The  natives,  ignorant 
of  bread,  subsisted  entirely  on  the  flesh  of  wiW 
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anunaky  whom  they  killed  with  their  arrows,  and 
irbose  tkins  they  worte  with  the  fiiny  aide  outside 
in  summery  and  inside  in  winter.  They  had  nei- 
ther towna  nor  villageBf  but  lived  peaeeabljr  in 
companies,  under  the  government  of  their  old 
MO.  Oneekob  having  obtained  tlie  information 

sought  for,  continued  the  traffic  for  a  series  of 
years,  *'  by  meaoea  whereof  the  Oneekos  grew 

very  mightie.'*  They  adorned  their  native 
town  with  handsome  edifices,  particularly  with  a 
large  church  built  entirely  of  hewn  atone  f  final- 

ly,  they  knew  no  end  of  their  goods/*  It  being, 
however,  an  established  proveib  in  Russia,  that 

he  which  hath  no  friends  in  court,  is  scarce  to 
'*be  accounted  in  the  number  of  tlie  living,*' 
Oneeko  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  pro- 
tection and  &vour  of  Boris,  brother-in-law,  and 
ultimately  successor  to  Theodore  Ivanovitch,  the 
reigning  emperor.  Having  obtained  access  by 
suitable  presents,  he  made  a  full  declaration  of 
the  whole  affiiir,  stating  the  productions  and  situa- 
tion of  these  newly  discovered  countries,  add 
«f  i^Q^  great  riches  might  thence  arise  into  the 

empire  of  Moscovia.''  Boris,  highly  pleased 
with  the  intelligence,     grew  into  an  ardent  de- 

nre  to  set  forward  this  business.'*  He  commu- 
nicated the  intelligence  to  the  Emperor,  who,  not 
"  sleeping  about  the  matter,'^  immediately  itted 
out  an  expedition,  consisting  chiefly  of  cap- 
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taynes  and  gentlemen  of  small  abilitle/'  who 
were  willing  to  engage  in  so  remote  and  arduous 

an  undertaking.  These  messengers  penetrated 
into  the  country  of  the  Samoiedes ;  and,  on 
meeting  the  people,  offered  presents,  *•  such  as 
"  were  of  small  and  almost  no  value  to  them- 
"  selves,  but  which  seemed  so  precious  to  the 
•*  other,  that  when  the  Moscovites  were  coming 
"  affarre  off  towards  them,  they  would  stay  for 
•*  them  with  great  dancings  and  clapping  of  their 

hands,  and  cast  themselves  down  at  the  feet  of 
"  the  givers,  accounting  them  altogether  as  gods." 
The  Russians  penetrated  beyond  the  Obi ;  in 
the  course  of  which  journey  they  saw  "  many 
**  wild  beasts  of  strange  shapes,  most  cleere  foun- 
"  taynes,  extraordinary  plants  and  trees,  pleasant 
**  woods  and  Samoiedes  of  divers  sorts  ;  whereof 
"  some  did  ride  on  elkes  or  loskes,  some  were 
"  drawn  on  sleds  by  rein-deer,  and  others  also 

were  drawn  by  dogs,  which  are  equal  to  harts 
"  for  swiftness."  They  saw  also  many  other 
things,  "  not  before  scene,  and  therefore  to  be 
"  marvelled  at."  In  the  course  of  their  inter- 
course with  the  natives  they  made  much  mention 
of  their  Emperor,  "  whom  they  wonderfuUy  ex- 

tolled,  and  made  him  little  less  than  an  earthly 
**  god."  They  thus  effected  their  object  of  ex- 
citing in  the  Samoiedes  a  desire  to  visit  Moscow. 
A  few  of  that  people  were  without  difficulty  pre- 
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Mited  upon  to  accompany  the  Russians  on  tbek 
raHum*  Ob  eeeing  the  ^*  MBtdieeBs'^  of  Mo9coW| 
viewing  its  magnificent  shops,  and  hearing  the 
mmd  of  its  nuraberieie  beU«,  thegr  weve  alte» 
gether  aatonishedt  and  thought  themselves  to 
^  be  in  aooie  fliamioii  of  tiie  gods.''  Tbeyooutil 

not,  it  is  added,  "  without  a  certain  terror,"  view 
the  Emperor  himself  «a  be  (Nroceeded  along  in 
state*  Finally,  they  ate  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction of  the  meats  set  before  them  by  the  Mas* 
e(mte$t  and  evidently  preferred  them  to  the 
*^  raw  flesh,  or  fish  dried  in  the  winde,  wherewith 
^<  they  fed  theeaeebee  at  heme/'  In  short,  they 
made  no  hesitation  in  agreeing,  for  themselves 
and  their  countrymen,  to  pay  each  two  skim  of 
sables,  which  to  themselves  were  of  no  value, 
^  but  were  eiteemed  by  the  Muscovites  as  pred* 
ous  as  jewels/* 

The  Czar»  not  content  with  the  access  thu^ 
ebtained  into  the  interior  of  Siberia,  determined 
to  consolidate  his  dominion  by  erecting  fortresses 
vpoD  the  Obi.  These  were  easily  formed  by 
logs  cut  from  the  neighbouring  forests,  and  the 
iBterstices  filled  up  with  earth.  The  colony  wes 
peopled  by  sending  into  these  parts  murtberers» 
^  traitars,  thieves,  and  the  scumme  c£  such  as 

deserve  death  so  that  "  offenders  among  the 
Muscovites  did  no  less  tremble  at  the  name  of 
Siberia,  than  do  evill  persons  in  London  when 
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they  are  threatened  with  Newgate/*  Emi- 
grants of  this  descripttoQ  were,  it  seems,  so  nii- 
merousi  that  in  a  short  time  "  they  did  almost 

make  a  pi^ie  kingdom  and  their  situation 
being  understood  to  be  by  no  means  uncomforta- 
bl«t  the  terror  of  this  punishment  was  much  abat- 
ed, unless  among  the  grandees,  who  do  as  jet 
<^  very  much  loathe  the  name  of  Siberia.'* 
-  The  attention  of  the  Russian  government  was 
still  more  strongly  attracted  towards  this  region 
by  the  romantic  adventures  of  Termack,  the 
Cossack.  Ivay  Vasilievitch  IL  having  extended 
his  dominion  as  far  as  the  Caspian,  found  the 
trade  of  his  subjects  with  Persia  and  Bokhara 
much  harassed  by  the  predatoiy  attacks  of  the 
Cossacks.  He  despatched,  therefore,  a  large 
force  against  them.  These  wandering  troops 
were  attacked,  routed,  many  of  them  slain,  and 
the  rest  obliged  to  save  themselves  by  flight. 
Among  these  last  were  6000,  commanded  by 
Yermack,  who,  setting  out  in  search  of  new  set- 
tlements, penetrated  beyond  the  Obi  into  the 
interior  of  Siberia.  He  there  encountered  Kut- 
chum,  Khan  of  the  Tartars,  totally  routed  him, 
took  his  capital,  and  found  himself  suddenly 
at  the  bead  of  a  great  empire.  He  endeavoured 
to  secure  it  by  owning  allegiance  to  the  Czar, 
and  governing  as  his  viceroy.  His  proposition  to 
this  eflfect  was  gladly  accepted ;  but  he  soon*  aftef 


4 


EARLY  ]>I8COYBRIE8«  4Si 

fell  into  an  ambush  laid  for  him  by  the  Tartars, 
was  killed,  and  the  empire  which  he  had  esta-* 
bltflied  entirely  subverted.  This  adventure,  how- 
ever,  communicated  to  the  Russian  court  a  know- 
ledge of  these  countries,  and  also  of  the  facility 
with  which  they  could  be  subjugated,  of  which 
abe  was  not  slow  to  avail  herself.  Purcbas  in  a 
subsequent  notice  observes,  that  the  inhabitants 
that  dwell  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Obi 

**  seek  daily  to  discover  more  and  more  and 
that  **  certaine  other  cities  have  been  builded, 
**  and  more  are  builded  daily."  The  troops  in 
garrison  at  Narim  having  received  orders  to  pro*- 
aecate  discovery  to  the  eastward,  set  out>  and 

travelling  through  certaine  vaat  deserts  (tlie 

Barabenski  steppe),  through  many  faire  ooun- 
j^*  treys^  many  woods  and  rivers,  came  to  a  new 

nation  called  Tingoesi  (Tungouses)/'  These 
people,  it  is  said,  "  were  deformed  with  swellings 

under  their  throats,  and  in  their  speech  they 
"  thrattled  like  Turkey-cocks/*  They  were  gen- 
tly howevert  and  were  easily  persuaded  by  the 
Samoiedes  to  submit  to  tbe  light  dominion  of  the 
Russians,  whose  only  demand  consisted  in  a  few 
furs.  Th^  stated  their  habitation  to  be  upon 
the  great  river  Jcnisce  (Yenisei),  which  rolled 
through  a  fertile  country,  and  was  bounded  by 
high  mountains  to  the  east.  The  Russians  soon 
penetrated  to  the  Yenisei,  and  to  some  distance 
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beyond  it    Meeting  with  nothing  remarkable, 

and  being  informed  that  powerful  and  formidable 
nations  dwelt  to  the  south,  they  returned  ;  leav- 
ing  instructions  with  the  Tungouses  to  prosecute 
discovery  as  far  as  they  could.  The  Tungouses 
executed  this  commission  with  great  diligence. 
The  following  year  they  discovered  another  great 
river,  which  they  called  Pisida,  and  which  is  pro- 
bably the  Angara.  On  the  opposite  side  they 
found  a  people  "  of  good  understanding,  well  set, 
"  with  small  eyes,  flat  faced,  browne  colour,  and 

enclining  to  tawnie."  They  understood  no- 
thing of  their  language,  but  could  only  remark 
the  almost  continual  repetition  of  the  syllables  om 
onif  and  a  frequent,  as  well  as  loud,  tolling  of 
brazen  bells.  These  symptoms  clearly  point  out 
the  Mongols  or  Burats,  and  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Shaman  religion.  These  things  being  reported  by 
the  Tungouses,  the  Muscovite  government  fitted 
out  a  new  expedition  of  seven  hundred  men,  who 
in  the  following  year  penetrated  to  the  banks  of 
the  Pisida.  They  there  distinctly  heard  the  toll- 
ing of  the  bells,  and  when  the  wind  blew  from 
the  opposite  side,  could  distinguish  the  noise  of 
men  and  horses.  Their  courage  failing  for  crossing 
the  river,  they  returned  to  Siberia  ;  where  being 
examined  upon  oath,  they  deponed,  **  that  in  the 
**  moneth  of  Aprile  they  were  very  much  de- 

hghted  with  the  exceeding  faire  shew  of  that 
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^  GOUDtrey ;  and  that  they  had  seen  thereia  manjir 
^  mre  |ibmti»  floweis^  ftvdtSi  tfMs^  lbwl«i»  aod 

wild  beasts/'  Thu  report  bdng  conveyed  to 
MQrt,  the  Emperor  Bona  received  it  with  great 
inteiest,  and  orders  were  given  to  prepare  an 
iwifaaifiy  mth  preient8»  which  nugfa^can^gniter 
weight  with  it  than  the  usual  train  of  light  Cossacks 
and  Tungouaes.  This  desigQ,  howevert  wasialer* 
iopled  by  the  violent  civil  wari  which  bmke  dot 
m  lUusia*  l^urchaa  conjectures  that  this  newly 
diwovered  oemitry  is  1^  bomdary  of  Cateiil^ 
and  fears  *^  the  Muscovites  v  ill  lose  their  labour 
^  if  they  ever  retom  thither/'  In  fact,  how- 
evetf  the  progress  of  their  arms  and  discovery 
was  only  for  a  short  time  snspended.  Push- 
ing  on  in  a  different  direction,  they  reached 
the  Lena,  and  descended  ito  stream  to  the 
shores  of  the  Icy  Sea.  In  l639f  Dimitrei  Ko* 
plof  reached  the  coast  of  the  Jblastem  Ocean. 
Thas,  in  the  course  of  fifty  years,  a  few  wander** 
ing  Cossacks  and  hunters  added  to  the  Russian 
enspire  an  extent  of  territory,  comprehending 
about  a  fourth  part  of  the  circumference  of  the 
globe*    Proceeding  in  another  direction,  and 

overcoming  the  first  fear  inspired  by  a  view  of 
the  Mongols,  they  founded  the  towns  of  Irkutsk 
and  Nertschinsk,  and  established  a  chain  of  posts 
along  the  Amour*  Here,  however,  they 
contact  with  the  provinces  tributary  to  China  ^ 
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and  a  teries  both  of  negockitiott  andof  miltCary 
encouoter  endued,  before  the  boundaries  of  the 
two  empires  were  finalljr  settled. 

¥  >  * 

.  Ws  shall  now  survey  the  state  of  these  regions 

in  the  beginning  of  the  last  centuryi  as  exhibited 
81  the  faithful  narrative  of  .Baix,  who  paased 
through  it  in  accompanying  the  embassy  of  Is- 
naiioff  to  the  court  of  CUna.   Hie  embassy  pio- 

ceeded  from  Petersburg  to  Moscow,  and  thence 
along  the  Oka  and  Volga  to  l^azan.    In  the 
countiy  beyond  Kazan,  the  most  striking  drcuos- 
stance  was  the  quantity  of  honey  produced  from 
hee^ives  formed  out  of  the  hdlowed  trunks  of 
trees*    He  has  seen  above  a  hundred  in  one  vii« 
lege.   Passing  through  Klinof  and  Kaygorod,  he 
came  to  Solikamskoi,  a  large  and  populous  town 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the«  Kama»  now  indaded 
in  Siberia.    Near  this  town  were  numerous  rocks 
of  salt,  the  property  of  Baron  Strogom^  .  The 
mineral  was  obtained  by  digging  pits  in  the  mine, 
and  allowing  them  to  fill  with  water,  which  was 
afterwards  evaporated  like  sea-water.  Elsewhere* 
they  discovered  the  spots  where  the  salt  rivulets 
discharged  themselves  under  ground  into  the 
rivers,  and  by  an  ingenious  machinery  contrived 
to  block  up  the  passage,  and  obtain  the  water  for 
evaporation.    He  was  much  struck  by  the  con- 
structioo  of  the  vessels  called  lodias,  in  which  the 
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salt  is  conveyed  to  Moscow.  They  are  often 
larger  than  a  Britisli  fint»rate,  flat  bottoined,  with- 
out a  nail  in  the  construction,  with  one  mast  and 
one  sail.  Six  or  eight  hundred  men  are  required 
to  steer  this  huge  machine,  which,  in  ascending 
tlie  Volga,  must  often  be  artificially  dragged  on. 
In  this  neighbourhood  also  were  excellent  iron 
mines,  and  specimens  of  that  singular  mineral 
asbestbi.  It  is  said  to  have  been  discovered  by  a 
huntsman,  who  wished  to  use  the  flakes  as  wad- 
ding to  hit  gun  ;  but  finding  the  gunpowder  pro- 
duced no  effect,  tried  it  in  the  fire.  Astonished 
to  find  it  proof  ajgainat  that  element,  he  conceived 

it  possessed  by  the  devil,  and  carried  it  for  reme- 
dy tO  the  priest.  All  the  exorcisms  of  that  learn- 
ed person  proving  of  no  avail,  the  matter  was  so 
widely  talked  of,  that  it  came  to  the  ears  of  some 
me  who  understood  the  qualities  of  the  'sub- 
stance. 

After  leaving  Solikamskoi,  our  traveller  began 

to  ascend  the  Ourals,  usually  considered  the 
boundary  between  Europe  and  Asia.  He  found 
them  about  forty  miles  broad,  but  not  nearly  so 
high  as  those  he  had  seen  in  Persia,  and  other 

parts  of  Asia.  They  are  covered  with  tall  firs, 
larches,  birch,  and  other  trees  of  a  northern  cli- 
mate. After  fifteen  hours  employed  in  passing 
them,  he  came  into  a  rich  and  cultivated  country, 
and  in  the  evening  reached  Verchaturia,  the  cus- 
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torn-house  between  Russia  and  Siberia.  Ten  per 
cent  is  here  levied  on  all  money  and  merchandise 

passing  through ;  an  impost  which,  after  all  Mr 
Beirs  justification,  appears  to  us  very  heavy  and 
injudicious.  The  embassy  now  proceeded  by 
Epantshin  and  Tumen,  and  in  a  few  days  came  in 
sight  of  Tobolsk,  capital  of  Siberia.  This  city  is 
situated  on  a  high  bank  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Irtysch  and  the  Tobol,  and  with  its  white  walls  and 
gilded  cupolas,  makes  a  fine  appearance.  It  is  for- 
tified with  a  strong  brick  wall,  and  garrisoned  by 
five  or  six  thousand  regular  troops.  It  was  the  abode 
of  many  Russian  merchants,  enriched  by  the  fur 
trade,  and  by  that  with  China  ;  and  contained  a 
considerable  number  of  what  were  called  Tartar 
streets,  where  that  nation  enjoyed  the  free  exer- 
cise of  their  trade  and  religion.  It  serves  also  as 
a  prison  to  a  number  of  Swedish  oflficers,  who 
after  being  taken  at  the  battle  of  Pultowa,  were 
distributed  in  the  different  towns  of  Siberia,  and 
particularly  here.  Unless  in  distance  from  their 
native  country,  their  lot  was  mild,  as  they  had 
free  liberty  to  walk  about,  and  could  hunt  an3 
fish  in  the  finest  sporting  country  in  the  world. 
A  number  also  amused  their  solitude  with  the 
arts  and  sciences,  particularly  music  and  paint- 
ing, in  which  several  are  said  to  have  become 
eminent  proficients.  The  great  rival  to  the  Rus- 
sian power  was  then  the  Kontaysha  of  the  Kal- 


aiHOTi  whose  dominion,  hrofcen  and  divided,  hai 
liMe  cmed  to  be  fiMnrndable.  He  coukl  tbeii» 
it  is  said,  muster  100,000  horse.  These  people 
Imd  aU  in  tents,  roving  irom  piece  to  piece,  end 

comraiserating  those  who  were  confined  to  one 
piece  of  atxxle.    The  Jbamtajsha  received  tiie 
Russian  deputies  in  im  tent,  seated  tlMm  on  mats^ 
and  entertained  them  with  tea* 
•  After  leatfing  Tobolsii,  tiie  traveHen  eaw  onlj 
Tartar  villages,  in  which  the  bouses  were  built  of 
miod  attd  ttoss,  witii  a  large  square  bole,  etofiped 
up  with  ice,  serving  far  a  window     in  the  inside 
a  hige  bcncfa,  covered  witii  matt  or  skins,  on 
which  the  whole  family  sat  during  the  day,  and 
slept  duhng  the  night.  After  travelling  npwards 
of  three  hundred  miles,  they  came  to  Tara,  where 
piepaiations  were  to  be  made  for  passing  the 
ateppe  of  Bamba,  a  laige  marshy  plain,  fidl  irf 
lali^es,  and  overgrown  with  tall  woods  of  aspin, 
nUows,  and  other  aquatics.  It  affiirds,  however, 
considerable  room  for  hunting  and  fishing.  A 
•  gMid  wet  necessary  to  secoro  them  from  the  pre- 
datory  incursions  of  the  Kalmucs.    The  inhabi- 
tants lived  in  most  miserable  huts,  half  sonic  be*^ 
low  ground,  and  wore  nothing  but  long  coats  of 
sheep  aicin,  without  even  a  shirt.  They  are  much 
addicted  to  the  Shaman  superstitions,  and  have 
numerous  diviners,  particularly  of  the  female  seju 
One  wheat  Aejr  viuled,  a  haadaofne  yonng  wo* 
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man,  produced  the  shaytan^  a  piece  of  broad  wood 
cut  into  a  rude  resemblance  of  the  human  head, 

adorned  with  various  silk  and  woollen  rags.  She 
then  brought  forth  a  small  drum,  with  many  brass 
and  iron  rings.  Having  performed  for  some  time 
on  this  instrument,  accompanied  with  a  dismal 
song,  in  which  the  neighbours  joined  in  chorus, 
she  sat  down,  and  declared  herself  ready  to  deliver 
her  oracles.  They  put  several  questions  ;  and  con- 
siderable address  was  shewn  in  investing  her  an- 
swers with  a  degree  of  ambiguity,  which  might 
save  her  credit  in  any  event. 

After  about  a  fortnight  spent  in  passing  this 
dreary  plain,  the  embassy  reached  the  Obi,  and 
found  a  wooded  country,  diversified,  about  the 
villages,  by  corn  and  pasture.  In  five  days  they 
arrived  at  Tomsk,  situated  on  an  eminence  upon 
the  banks  of  the  river  Tomm,  and  in  a  fertile  and 
pleasant  country.  To  the  south  is  a  range  of 
hills,  beyond  which  is  an  extensive  plain,  covered 
with  numerous  tombs,  erected  seemingly  in  ho- 
nour of  departed  warriors,  and  marking,  as  be 
supposes,  the  site  of  numerous  battles.  It  is  be- 
come a  regular  trade  at  Tomsk  to  go  and  dig 
these  tombs,  where  they  find  not  only  armour 
and  the  trappings  of  horses,  but  gold,  silver,  and 
even  precious  stones.  These  have  evidently  been 
deposited  according  to  the  ancient  custom  of 
burying  with  deceased  chieftains  all  his  most  pre- 
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cious  effects.  After  leaving  Tomsk,  they  came 
to  a  large  river,  Tzulimm,  which  thej  ascended 
on  the  ice  ;  seeing  for  six  days  neither  bouse  nor 
inhabitants,  but  only  tall  firs  rising  like  pyramidsp 
and  spreading  their  branches  so  wide  as  to  render 
the  woods  almost  impassable.  The  Tiuiimm 
Tartars  are  a  poor,  ignorant,  harmless  race,  living 
in  huu  half  sunk  under  ground,  with  a  fire  in  the 
middle,  round  which  are  benches,  where  the 
whole  family  eat  and  sleep.  Eleven  days  after 
leaving  Tomsk  they  came  to  Yeniseidc,  a  large  and 
populous  place  on  the  great  river  Yenisei,  and 
containing  an  excellent  market  fyr  furs.  -  The 
animals  chiefly  caught  are  white  hares  and  black 
foxes,  also  a  species  called  piesri^  with  a  thick, 
soft,  downy  fur,  which  is  much  valued  in  China. 
Quitting  Yeniseisk,  they  proceeded  along  the 
Tongouska,  the  chief  tributary  of  the  Yenisei. 
Here  Uiey  found  the  Tungouses,  who  are  deschb* 
ed  a  brave,  active,  honest  people,  and  their  fe* 
males  virtuous.  They  have  no  permanent  abodes, 
but  range  through  the  woods  and  along  the 
rivers ;  and  whenever  they  incline  to  fix,  put  to* 
gether  a  few  spars  in  a  conical  form,  leaving- a 
hole  at  the  top  for  the  smoke.  Their  employ* 
ment  is  hunting,  and  their  arms  bows  and  arrows* 

with  which  they  will  attack  the  fiercest  creatures, 
and  even  bears.  They  have  light  wooden  shoes 
five  feet  long,  with  which  they  are  able  to  walk 


Digrtized  by  Google 


in  the  deiepest  snm  widMNit  shiking*  The  aoBt 
valued  aniioal  is  the  sable^  whose  fur  k  ao  deli* 
Cite  that  it  it  qioiled  by  the  leaat  wound  or  lioit 

It  is  tbereiore  pursued  till  it  sedcs  shelter  oa  the 
top  of  a  tre^  at  the  foot  of  vhieh  the  hintar 

spreads  his  nets,  then  kindles  a  fir%  the  amoke 
of  which  the  sable  being  unable  to  endure^  dfofi 

dowD,  and  is  caught  in  the  net.  .  • 

We  shall  not  pause  upon  our  traveUer's  heanay 

accounts  of  Yakoutsk  and  Kamtchatka,  which  have 

sittce  been  fully  ei^plored  by  personal  obaervaiion^ 
He  left  the  banks  of  the  Tongouska  for  those  of 
the  Aqgaray  where  he  found  the  Burats^  a  hardy 
pa^oral  people,  with  a  breed  of  large  homed  oat- 
tle»  and  broad  tailed  sheep.  They  were  former* 
ly  subject  to  the  Mongol  governmentt  bst  flow 
Uve  quietly  under  the  Russians^  though  they  have 
aot  yet  learned  from  them  to  till  the  fertile  soil 
which  they  inhabit*  The  embassy  came  then  to 
Ifktttskt  a  fortified  town  of  houses^  ntuated 
in  a  country  abounding  in  game.  They  bad  in- 
tended to  cross  the  JBaykall  upon  the  ice  ;  but 
the  heat  was  now  so  intense,  uid  all  the  riveif 
beginning  to  open,  that  thoi^h  assured  ,«a| 
still  safii^  they  durst  not  ventnra  theflMelvwm 
the  surface  of  so  great  a  sea  unless  in  ships.  They 
determined  to  remain  at  Irkutsk  till  its  nswjgelfcm 
should  be  possible.  At  this  place  Bell  was  intro* 
duGod  to  a  celelNrated  Shaman,  who  was  adso  a 

« 
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Laint,  ftodwhoie  woodeifid  performaiices  he  was 
dMkous  to  see.  This  great  peraoiuig^  bowevei^ 
liffoiioufioed  bimeeif  unable  to  do  mj  tbing  in  a 
Buisian  bouse  where  there  were  images,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  repair  to  a  Buratsky  tent  in  the 
suburbs.  Here  this  learned  man  was  found  smokr 
ii^  tobacco^  and  ioi  half  an  hoar  after  their  arr»> 

val  he  remained  seated  on  the  floor  without  any 

jBovemeol.   He  then  bagan  singing  and  beating 

with  sticks,  in  which  last  operation  the  whole  au- 
dience  joined  in  chorus.  Ne&t  be  began  writh- 
ing bis  body  into  the  most  distorted  poeitiom,  till 
working  bimseli  up  to  a  state  of  fury,  he  foamed 
al  the  mouthy  and  trode  on  the  fire  with  bis  naked 
feet.  When  quite  exhausted,  he  uttered  three 
tnemendooa  shriekiy  after  which  be  sat  down  peiw 
fectly  cool,  and  declared  himself  ready  to  answer 
any  ^aeslion  that  might  be  pot  to  bim.  The 
whole  exhibition  appeared  to  Mr  Bell  a  complete 
and  manliest  cbeat ;  an.impression^  however,  very 
dififerent  from  that  wUdi  was  received  by  tfaMS 
Burat  spectators. 

At  soon  as  the  Bqrkall  was  judged  navigable^ 
the  embassy  left  Irkutsk  to  embark  below  the  cas- 
tanets of  the  Angara.  This  being  the  only  out* 
let  for  this  immense  lake»  the  water  rushes  tern- 
pestttoosly  between  high  rocks,  with  a  roaring 

like  that  of  the  sea  in  a  storm.    Our  author  does 

not  conceive  the  whole  world  can  contain  a  mme 

IS 
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mmM  scene  than  is  here  presented.  Only  ,  a  nai^ 

row  pass^e  is  left  on  the  eastern  shore  between 
:the  rocks  and  the  land.  The  pilots  and  eaikn 
who  navigate  the  Baykall  mention  it  always  with 
the  deepest  reverence,  calling  it  the  tioiy  6ea^  and 
the  mountains  that  snrronnd  it  the  Holy  Mo» 
iains ;  and  they  have  tales  of  the  disasters  wiiidii 
overtook  those  mariners  who  named  it  in  a  less  r»> 
spectful  manner.  It  is  about  JUG  miles  lung,  and  6U 
broad,  bordered  on  every  side  by  lofty  ,  moimtatnsi 
wooded  on  the  south,  but  to  the  west  still  cover- 
ed with  snow.   Being  overtaken  by  a  violent 

gale,  and  seeing  a  bay,  the  sh^re  oi  which  appear- 
ed covered  with  shells  or  white  sand,  they  steer- 
ed into  It  for  shelter.  They  were  somewhat  dis- 
mayed  to  find  that  these  seeming  sheUs  or  sands 
were  all  ice ;  and  it  was  needful  to  set  aU  buds 
to  work  with  poles  and  boards  to  prevent  (he 
{blanks  from  being  cut  by  the  floating  fragmenta; 
The  rattling  of  the  loose  cakes  caused  at  first 
considerable  dismay ;  but  at  length  the  vissel  ^sb 

safely  moored  upon  the  solid  Lody  oi'the  ice,  and 
they  got  out  and  walked  upon  it.  Next  4a|^  ftlie 
wind  becoming  favourable,  they  left  their  station, 
and  reached  the  mouth  of  the  river  lieiinga.^ -i^e^ 
then  sailed  up  to  Oudinsk,  where  they  left  their 
barks,  and  proceeded  by  land.  Being  wetted  in 
passing  a  river,  they  entered  a  tent,  and  were  re- 
freshed with  tea  prepared  in  the  Thibetian  fa- 
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8hion»  by  pouring  it  over  a  paste,  so  as  to  make 
it  both  meat  and  drink.  In  a  few  days  they 
reached  Selinginsk,  a  town  of  ^00  houses,  most 
injudiciously  situated  on  a  barren  and  sandy  spot 
that  produces  nothing.  Here  we  may  pause,  as 
the  narrative  now  links  itself  with  that  which  we 
have  already  fivep  pf  thi  ^mixDey  td  Cbina# 
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AfMjtfftthwttdit — Gnciinji  Pallat  imiSitirfTtm  ttchanfifi 

HussiAy  in  her  first  expeditions  into  Sberin,  lidl 

any  thing  in  view  rather  than  the  extension  of 
knowledge^  or  the  scientific  exploration  of  the 
vast  provinces  thus  easiljr  added  to  her  empire* 
Purchase  in  enumerating  all  the  new  and  strikuig 
natural  objects  to  be  found  in  these  regions,  re- 
peatedly .taunU  the  Muscovites  as  negligent 
•*  searchers  into  such  things,"  and  "  men  that 
care  for  nothing  but  gaine*^'  This  r^roach, 
however,  was  fiiUy  wiped  off  in  the  coarse  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  they  set  to  £iirope  the 
example  of  scientific  expeditions^  conducted  with 
the  most  liberal  means,  and  on  the  most  exten- 
nve  scale. 

Thb  first  of  these  missions  did  not»  either  in 

its  means  or  result,  answer  the  exi)ectations  which 
might  have  been  formed  from  its  author.  Xhs 
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traveller  employed  was  Dakixl  MesserschmidT) 
a  remarkable  and  highly  endowed  individual, 
whose  exertions  in  the  caase  were  certainly  very 
extraordinary*  He  studied  at  Halle,  and  acquir- 
ed a  most  profound  and  extensive  learning,  which 
included  not  only  all  the  established  branches 
of  science,  but  even  the  oriental  languages.  In 
1716  be  repaired  to  St  Petersburg;  and  in  I719 
entered  into  an  engagement  with  Peter  the  Grreat 
to  travel  seven  years  through  Siberia  upon  the 
small  annual  stipend  of  500  rubles  (not  quite 
JL80).  He  performed  this  vast  journey  almost 
alone,  traversing  most  of  the  districts  surveyed 
by  future  travellers,  and  several  which  none  but 
bifflself  has  visited.  He  attended  with  almost 
superfluous  punctuality  to  every  point  of  his  in* 
structiona.  After  spending  the  whole  day  in  tra^ 
veHing  and  collecting  objects  of  natural  history, 
he  sat  late  at  night,  and  often  tiU  next  morning, 
writing  his  joumaL  When  any  accident  inteiu 

rupted  his  travelling  occupations,  he  wrote  epi- 
grams,  songs,  sonnets ;  while  at  other  times  he 
penned  theological  meditations,  particularly  on 
the  Apocalypse.  He  made  his  collections  of  na- 
tural history  without  any  assistance  except  that 
of  some  Hussian  boys,  whom  he  occasionally  hired 
for  that  purpose.  Besides  giving  elaborate  draw* 
ings  and  descriptions  of  animals  and  plants,  he 
stuffed  and  otherwise  preserved  as  many  of  these 
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as  possible.  His  ornithology  alone,  deposited  ia 
•the  academical  library,  amounts  to  eighteen  dose- 
ly  written  octavo  volumes.  He  observed  the  al- 
"tttude  of  the  sun  at  «very  place  of  importance ; 
and  seems  in  no  degree  to  have  overlooked  any 
Tit^tich  of  science  except  mineralogy.  All  these 
merits  and  acquisitions  became  Unavailing  to- 
wards his  own  welfare,  through  a  wayward  and 
hypochondriac  disposition,  which  rendered  him 
gloomy,  solitary,  mistrustful,  and  harsh,  towards 
those  whom  he  conceived  to  have  in  any  degree 
failed  towards  him.  These  defects  were  less 
conspicuous  during  the  first  years,  w^hen  he  had 
for  a  companion  Captain  Tabbert,  who  after- 
wards, under  the  title  of  Baron  Strahlenberg, 
^rote  a  good  account  of  Northern  Asia.  His 
letters  express  the  deepest  affliction  at  the  recal 
of  this  gentleman.  "  I  separated  myself,  says  be, 
"  with  many  tears  from  the  virtuous,  honourable, 
^'  and  faithful  Tabbert,  my  only  friend  and  sup- 
port.  I  am  now  left  wholly  abandoned,  with- 
**  out  society  or  aid."  He  continued,  however,  for 
five  years  longer  to  prosecute  alone  his  journeyings 
through  these  wild  regions  but  in  this  savage 
solitude  the  peculiarities  of  his  temper  gained 
always  new  strength.  Repeated  complaints  of 
his  conduct  were  sent  to  the  chancery  of  St 
Petersburg,  and  were  too  readily  listened  to. 
On  reaching  that  capital  he  experienced  a  very 
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different  rec^ptioa  from  that  which  he  conceivecl 

dtt0  w  iiimi  ^  an  mi/Hvy  w«i  ^en  in$titate4 

into  his  conduct^  which  terminatedi  however, 
in  bia  entire  a^%yii(tal«  lie  fivght,  ];u)w.  h^a 
oMtiiied  «  litttatsoii  m  lOfnA  of  the  lei||iie<} 
institutions but»  Uisg^sted  with  tb^  t^€|«AP^94 
wkidk  ht  ba4  9et  i^itb,  ai^d  having  unfartunntd^ 
e^^ried  a  wif^  of  the  same  rasii  and  violent 
xpW»  bimMl^  who  foftered  all  hit  4t90oot#pt(^ 

he  withdrew  entirely  to  Dantzic.  Disappointedf 

ti9W9vei»  m  iw  e»peolaiioQ«  there,  be  i^gaia  le^ 
famed  to  St  Petersburg,  where  he  di^d  in  agtate 
f(f  ftl«po9l«  c^Aiire  poverty  and  desertion*  gMb 
llHcripts  hsive  remained  ia  the  imporial  library, 
and  have  been  largely  u^d  by  subsequent  tr^veU 

hih  wbilA  b«  biiuelf  waa  almof t  entireljr  forgott 
ten,*   FaH^  his  iUustrioiu  succesaor  in  tbe  cfH 
of  diimveijrft  baa  mdertaken  to  brimg  Im 

merits  before  the  public,  and  has  also  published 

mm^i  ti^tfd^  fs»t»  hie  jwroals.  One  et'  tbcm 
eoQtain$  hit  journey  Imm  Mangasea,  the  moift 
aMMbeid^  town  on  the  Yenisei,  (he  Nishnawi 
Tungouslta.  lie  bad  intended  ta  prpceed  dowm 
tb^  Yeni$^i  tQ  the  Northern  Uce^n,  but  wai^  air 
wred  tbai  tb9  ae$son  (June)  wm  too  late  for  «acfc 
a  journey^  |n  descending  the  river  the  Tungouses^ 

ffpqm^  wmB  out  to  bin  in  bttle  bcMii\  eompom 

ed  of  the  rhiod  of  the  birch  or  the  larch  tree.  He 

diif«ribef!r  tbaoi  as    br^em^ifb  p9Qth%  having  ai 
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somewhat  flat  face,  with  various  figures  often 
painted  on  it,  and  wearing  short  leathern  gar- 
ments fitted  to  their  shape,  and  very  neatly  sewed. 
These  people  pleased  him  much  by  their  lively, 
frank,  and  honest  deportment.  Their  yourts^ 
or  summer  huts,  consist  merely  of  poles  put  to- 
gether in  a  conical  form,  and  roofed  with  the 
bark  of  the  birch  tree.  Their  winter  abodes  are 
more  elaborate.  These  consist  of  one  apartment, 
wuth  windows  filled  up  with  expanded  bladder 
instead  of  glass.  The  smoke  escapes  by  a  hole  in 
the  roof,  which,  for  greater  heat,  is  covered  with 
dry  grass.  In  a  corner  stands  an  oven,  which 
serves  at  once  to  bake  bread  and  warm  the 
inmates.  The  latter,  for  their  farther  accom- 
modation, have  placed  round  the  room  broad 
benches,  on  which  they  sit,  eat,  and  sleep,  and 
beneath  which  the  provisions  are  deposited.  When 
the  oven  is  first  heated,  the  room  is  filled  with  an 
intolerable  smoke  throughout,  unless  for  three 
feet  immediately  above  the  floor ;  so  that  the 
family,  by  lying  along  the  benches,  can  keep 
themselves  clear  of  it.  In  a  short  time  it  rises  so 
high  that  they  can  stand  upright  without  being 
involved  in  its  atmosphere.  There  is  also  an 
outhouse  for  the  dogs,  where  a  fire  is  often  kin- 
dled ;  yet  these  animals  are  sometimes  frozen  to 
death.  The  most  severe  cold  lasts  from  the  mid- 
die  of  December  to  the  middle  of  January,  dur- 
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iog  wbich  hunting  is  imposnUe  t  bnt  afterwardf» 

by  the  use  of  snow-shoes,  they  can  go  out.  Two 
saUe  dnm  lell  ivoin  thtr^  to  forty  tiiblcB ;  'and 
whon  each  man  in  the  company  has  got  ooi^  they 
eoQsder  tbemaelvas  as  provided  for  tbeyoar*  'l  is 

.  In  another  of  his  long  peregrinations,  Messof* 

'^MtSttHAa^l^  ^vdMtt^MP^^^Ml  T^^A^ufttf^^A.  '  *  ttvutfl  vMnw^^itfwniltfMvl^iif  ^^^vaij. 
^^^v^^hhbbhmHpVp  v4wfla  ^^pjk^^^^^^vv  i^hi^^ii^k^wv^i^H^  ^Boi^Map  fl^wv^VH^v|^aRPvBaiaat^v\  ^^HBinn^^ 

mined  the  Dalai  Nor,  or  Holy  Lake,  Uie  source 
of  the  Aigoun,  It  ia  eight  geographicaL  mtlai 
long  and  five  broad,  deep  sunk  in  a  bed  of  moun- 
tains. The  ground  upon  its  banks  is  clammy^ 
and  so  soft  that  a  man  can  scarcely  ride  dver  it* 
The  water  is  thick,  and  has  a  whitish  appearance 
as  if  soap  had  been  dissolvied  in  it.  *  Sixteen 
pounds  contain  upwards  of  an  ounce  of  a  heavy, 
^carobosy  and  saltish  rmduum*  In  a  reeesa  of 
rock  in  one  of  the  surrounding  bills,  he  found  a 
laiige  baUy  six  cups,  and  a  bok  with  .  earth  and 
dust,  all  composed  of  metal,  with  a  small  bundle 
of  Tungut  writings  wrapped  in  a  cotton  cloth. 
The  whole  apparatus  appeared  to  mark  the'plMt 
of  deposit  for  the  mortal  remains  of  a  Lama.  In 
a  plain  at  araie  distance  he  found  numerous  stbno 
pillars,  exceeding  the  human  size  by  one  half, 
▲t  a  distance  they  appeared  like 'statnei^  but,' on 
approaching,  proved  to  be  mere  fragments  of 
rock  standing  upright.  Of  the  same  kind  ho 
supposes  may  be  the  petrified  army  Reported  to 
cKiat  in  the  steppe  of  the  Kiighises. 
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,  This  first  scientific  attempt  to  tJiphre  Siberia, 
tlie  result  of  which  was  not  altogether  honourable 
to  its  author,  was  followed  up  afterwanfe  on  a 
much  grander  and  more  extensive  scale.  Though 
this  new  undertaking,  however,  was  due  to  the 
spirit  created  hy  Peter,  it  was  set  on  foot,  not  by 
him,  but  by  one  of  his  least  distinguished  succes- 
sors, the  Empress  Anne.  Its  primary  object  was 
to  explore  Kamtchatka,  a  part  of  the  Russian 
Asiatic  dominions  which  was  then  very  imper- 
fectly known.  The  mission,  however,  received 
instructions,  in  the  first  instance,  to  traverse  and 
survey  Siberia  ^  and  from  particular  circum- 
stances, the  furictions  of  the  greater  part  of  them 
terminated  here.  There  was  employed  on  this 
occasion  a  band  of  learned  and  ingenious  tra- 
vellers, such  as  the  world  had  never  before  seen 
despatched  on  a  similar  mission  ;  Gm£LIN,  a  phyt* 
sician,  chemist,  and  botanist,  of  the  first  emir 
nence,  and  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  tbe 
fullest  narrative  of  this  important  journey  ;  Mul- 
ler,  who  had  already  distinguished  himself  by  a 
collection  of  original  pieces  relative  to  the  history 
of  Siberia  and  Tartary  ;  de  Lidele  de  la  Croyerc^ 
and  his  brother,  sons  to  the  celebrated  geogra- 
pher of  the  same  name,  and  who  were  intrusted 
with  the  care  of  making  the  astronomical  obserr 
vations ;  Behring,  so  celebrated  for  his  disco- 
veries in  the  eastero  seas  of  Asia;,  SteUer,  alsoao 


hy  hm  voyag^a  (q  JUmtchatk^  and,  A^ieri^a; 

Kfiobwtmliow.  wIiom  t^irtoiy  of  KmlcMtkt  k 

nbOi  yalMftbl^  with  s^V6(«J^  Qih^r  Hu^iiLD  lefUFM^ 
mm  tQji  two  QeniNW  arti«M». .  TlMgr .  ^OfNiibil 

A«:  tli«  finfe      ^ftbe  jowro^jr  thmugb  Sib«M . 

was  by  the  saoi^  WHite  followed  previously  by 

tkeik  «ft«f by  J^i4t^  we  «t)«M  only  «top 
to  mark  sotBe  of  moh%  proo^ioei^t  f^atures^ 
At  Kms^q  tbey  first  saw  Ihe  T^rtar^i  wfa#  ia  itut 
^rter  ai«  idl  Mtbomtam^  mid  Have  tea»i>le6.fer 
the  QjctrciM  of  their  r^iiniaiw  Vmy  practise  pa- 
lyg^nayv  bttt.  their  n^m  are  wt  cwftie^  mi 
9i)^yi^d  a  great  incHnation  to  bave  € wveieed  "^itll 
the  Mmiwenft  bed  ^y  kooni^  fnwgb  of  tbtir 

language.    A  number  of  Tartars  newly  e^roU^d 

yfW^  eeao  lukiog  ibe  eatb  ia  tbe  IoIMhcv  Mo- 
ser«  Tbey  placed  tbemielvea  qb  their  knees 
vbile  it  was  leading  10  tbw^k  efter  which  (bcQT 
hased  tbe  Kefeob  tod  bad  tivo  iiak0d  awoffd«  pra» 

lented.  to  them»  witli  a  bit  of  bread  et  the  peii^ 

port  waa  underalwd  to  be,  a  wi$b  tb^t  tbi^  nm9d 
0f  kmA  iPight  QoctNOQ  tiitk  4e»tb>  if  ibey  dtf 

not  faithfully  serve  the  Czar.    Upon  the  whoie, 

he       they     biwMQ^  ebbgingt  feed  peephu 

v?cy  different  froei  the  ideaa  wUeh  are  aUadi^d 
i»         til  tbt  mm  if  laittti^ 


MS 


InmeAiteljr  befiM  {MMfag  the  flmrtmr  of  fifr 

beria*  the  academical  travellers  saw  the  imnieiiie 
cave  of  Kimgur,  about  four  inBet  longt  and 

broad,  formed  by  nature  in  the  calcareous  rock. 
In  one  place  a  rivulet  flows  through  its  iB^aao* 
ther  there  is  a  pretty  large  lake  i  and  eivMe^ipot 
grass  and  flowers  are  seen  growiogi^  ft  ta  set 
continuottSy  but  composed  of  nuaseroud  passages 
commuDicating  with  each  other ;  and  the  party 
apent  nine  hours,  and  several  times  fait  ' ttMs*> 
selves,  in  goiog  through  it.  This  cave  contains 
lodgings  for  a  hundred  men,  formed  ait4hMim» 

when  the  Russians  sought  refuge  from  an  incur* 
aioD  of  the  Baschkirs.  It  did  not  appeal^  hopewan 
to  Gmeltn  so  remarkable  as  the  grotto  of  Boman 
in  the  Uartz,  or  the  Nebel  loch  in  the  riurhj  of 


Soon  after  passing  the  boundary  of  the  Ourals^ 
tiie  travellers  came  to  Katheriaenborg,  a  new  city 
founded  by  Peter  in  VJtS*  It  is  the  central 
point  of  all  the  founderies  and  foiigea  of  Siberii^ 
and  the  residence  of  the  Supreme  College  of 
Mines.  He  who  wishes  to  obtain  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  modes  of  extracting  metals  from 
the  bowels  of  the  earth,  needs  only  a  due  iesi> 
•  denee  at  Katherinenburg.  There  is  not  a  belM 
which  is  not  built,  nor  an  individual  which  is  not 
employed  by  government.  The  police  is  tery 
strict }  and  the  labourers  are  prevented /rom  in* 
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dulging  in  their  national  habits  of  excessive  in- 
trakation^  by  a  strict  probitution  to  sell  brandy, 
unless  on  Sunday,  and  then  only  in  limited  quan- 
tities. On  the  way  to  Tobolsk,  they  saw  tbe  iaar 
of  Irbit ;  a  most  crowded  scene^  wheve  lliere  was 
scarcely  a  province  or  city  in  the  iiussiah  empire 
wUeh  bad  not  its  lepraatatives^ 

Tobol&k  was  found  a  populous  city,  divided 
into  two  part4,  tbe  Jopper  aod  lower,  the  latter  of 

which  is  better  supplied  with  water,  but  subject 
to  ioundatioo.  One^fourth  of  tbe  inbabttants 
were  Tartars,  and  the  rest  Russians,  either  exiles 
or  the  sons  of  esiles.  A  man  of  a  middling  con- 
dition may  live  comfortably  on  tbe  annual  in* 
come  of  ten  rubles,  (about  a  guinea  and  a  half) ; 
wbicfa,  however,  lias  tbe  milucky  eftet  of  pro* 
ducing  most  excessive  indolence.  Tbe  Tartars 
heiw  loo  are  Mabometens»  but  by  no  moans  so 
cleanly  or  comfortable  as  those  of  Kasan.  They 
have  only  one  apartment,  where  tbe  whole  family, 
not  eoududing  tbe  cows  and  riieep,  talre  up  thrir 
abode.  Gmelin  never  saw  so  many  cows  in  any 
city  aa  in  Tobolsk  ;  they  appeared  wherever  ha 
turned  ^  so  that  the  cow,  he  thinks,  would  form 
a  moat  proper  armorial  bearing  for  tbe  capital  of 
Siberia.  Our  travellers  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeiog  tbe  stale  of  tbe  dramatic  art  in  this  region 
of  the  world.  They  witnessed  the  representation 
€£  a  piece  entirely  similar  to  tbe  ancient-mysteries 
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represented  io  Europe  during  the  middle  ages. 
The  Devi]»  Adam,  Death,  and  other  similar  d&a* 

racters,  acted  the  principal  parts. 
,  From  Tobolsk,  our  travellers  did  not,  like  Bell, 
cross  the  desert  of  Barabinski,  but  descended  the 
Irtisch  by  Tara  and  Jamuscheva.  Their  greateil 
annoyance  arose  from  the  swarras  of  mosquitO€% 
which  almost  covered  them,  and  by  their  stings 
caused  the  most  insupportable  pain.  Even  the 
cows,  it  is  said,  were  sometimes  so  tortured  by 
them,  that  they  fell  down  dead.  At  Jamuscheva 
an  alarm  was  excited  by  a  vast  conflagration 
spreading  along  the  steppe,  and  threatening  to 
attack  the  fortress  ;  and  all  the  women  were  pre- 
pared to  meet  it  with  tubs  of  water.  It  died 
away,  however,  of  itself ;  and  such  fires  were  said 
to  be  by  no  means  unfrequent.  Near  this  place 
is  a  salt  lake,  which  may  be  called  a  wonder  of 
nature.  The  whole  of  the  bed  and  banks  is  co^ 
vered  with  saline  chrystal ;  and  when  a  quantity 
has  been  taken  away,  it  is  reproduced  in  a  fcv 
days.  The  salt  is  beautifully  white,  of  the  mo&t 
excellent  quality  in  every  respect,  and  might  he 
sufficient  to  supply  fifty  provinces. 

The  travellers  having  viewed  the  remains  of 
some  ancient  edifices  at  Sempalat,  proceeded 
along  the  river  to  Oust  Kamengorskaia,  after 
which  they  struck  across  the  steppe  towards 
Yeniseisk.    Tiie  Tartars  who  occupied  thie  ilis^ 
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trict  were  no  yrttger  Mahometans,  but  devoted  t6 
Che  system  Shtfttamstti,  iviiich,  atnotig^thfs  ^n6- 
rant  people,  seems  to  have  degenerated  into  pure 
Mfcety.  The  Kam,  or  Shaman,  maintaitied  hh 

reputation  by  beating  on  a  niagic  drum,  throwing 
himself  into  the  most  hideous  postures,  and  pre-« 
tending  to  foretel  the  future.  The  road  being 
dangerous,  they  sent  only  a  detachment  to  ob» 
verve  the  remaricable  monuments  at  AUatkfk 
These  reported,  that  the  edifices  presented  no- 
tiiing  remarksMe,  the  prinerpal  one  consistlni^ 
merely  of  a  great  hall,  in  which,  however,  there 
trasB  large  idd  of  earth,  and  sixteen  smaller  oMft. 
One  of  them  had  four  heads,  and  twenty-fbur 
arms*    The  most  remarkaftile  feature  was  tiie 

tast  mass  of  manuscripts,  with  which  they  could 
have  loaded  twenty  waggons^  and  they  brought 
away  a  eonsiderable  number.  The  mlsaion  pass^ 
ed  KoKvan,  founded  in  17^,  and  which  con- 
Tainen  tne  greavesc  rorges  m  mis  part  or  {Si- 
beria. The  next  place  of  consequence  was 
Smenetsh,  a  smaH  town  of  five  hundred  houses^ 
without  trade  or  industry.  The  natives  caught 
neither  game  nor  fish,  though  the  country 
abounded  in  the  one,  and  the  river  Tomm  in 
the  other.  They  had  at  their  tables  neither  fhiit 
nor  MgeUrt>Ies,  nothing  baft  bread  and  mert* 
The  travellers  continued  to  ascend  the  Tomm  to 

Tdmskf  'Ht  the  'conflueuce-of  that  river  with  tfa^ 
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mucs  and  Bucharians,  and  a  thoroughfare  for  the 
.Chipw  caravans;  but  the  ixuiolence  of  the  iaba* 
bitantfl  is  still  coBipIaifled  of,  and  im|«ted  to  the 
wtreme  cbeajioefls  of  provisions. 

Tbt  travdiers  now  proceeded  across  an  ezteo^ 
sive  plain  to  Yeniseisk*  The  Tartars  here  had 
all  been  converted  hy  the  diligence  of  the  Areb- 
bishop  Philopbeif  who  sent  round  a  body  of  Cos- 
sadu  to  drive  in  as  many  as  could  be  found* 
These  collected  Tartars  were  then  plunged,  with 
or  without  their  consent*  into  the  river^  on  com* 
ing  out  of  which,  a  cross  was  tied  round  their 
necks*  and  they  were  judged  sufficiently  Chris- 
tians. The  Russians  excused  themselves  by  their 
total  ignorance  of  the  language,  from  givii^  thensi 
any  further  initiation.  In  about  ten  days  the 
party  reached  Yeniseisk,  a  town  of  about  seven 
hundred  houses*  who  might  carry  on  a  oonsidsih 

able  trade,  were  they  not  so  much  addicted  to  in- 
4o$ience  and  drunkenness.  It  being  now  Decent 
ber,  the  cdd  was  intense,  and  almost  intderabla^ 
The  air  felt  as  if  frozen  i  thick  ice  nvas/o^iQed  in 
the  inside,  of  the  windows  ;  uid  the  mercury  Aij^ 
one  day  lower  than  they  had  ever  observed  ^ 
any  where.  Another  great  inconvmience  wa^ 

that  when  the  stove  was  heated,  a  sulphureous 
smell  issued  from  it^  which  caused  vic^ent  hei^ 
acbs.   This  did  not  prevent  them  from  s^tting^ 
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out  on  the  13th  of  January  for  Krtmdimk,  a 
nodmcitjoffiomthiMlofiNir  hnditd  hoanib 
chiefly  inhabited  by  a  race  of  Tartar  militia^  call** 
ed  SkuchMes^  wlio  Uve  in  easy  dteiMMtaMeib 

being  rich  in  cattle,  and  the  country  round 
ab0iiiidiDg  in  sabka  and  other  animala  Ibai  pro* 
dttce  valuable  furs.  -  The  ground  is  so  rich,  that 
it  will  yidd  fire  or  six  sucoeiiive  crops  withoul 
flNomre.  A  comtderaUe  number  of  aotiquitieit 
some  of  gold  and  silver,  are  dug  out  from  the 
tombs  in  the  neighbourhood.  Among  the  emia* 
aities  of  Krasnoiarsk,  are  some  veiy  extensive 
gfottoSi  and  a  painted  rodc»  the  figum  on  whioi^ 
however,  do  not  surpass  what  might  be  made  by 
the  hand  of  a  peasant.  The  Tartan  of  tfiia  dis- 
trict shewed  respect  for  Christianity,  but  obsti- 
nateiy  refused  to  be  convertedt  dreading  the  ne> 
cesiity  of  giving  up  horse-Aeeb,  and  adoptnig  the 
Russian  mode  of  life  j  which  last  they  bold  in 
such  horrory  that  they  know  of  no  stion^ger  male*' 
diction  than  this :  **  Mayest  thou  be  condemned 
to  live  Uke  the  Bossiaae." 

The  mission  proceeded  from  Krasnoiarsk  to 
IriLUtsk,  where  tb^  did  not  stop^  but  immediately 
set  sail  on  the  Baikal.  This  sea  was  still  coneir 
drably  encumbered  with  ice  i  but  by  keeping 
akmg  its  northern  shore,  they  eflbcted  their  voyage 
in  safety.  On  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Seliuga 
OfluUn  fimnd  a  Taisdia^  or  pridee  of  the  Monfol 
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feligion,  V9ith  his  Gelam  or  priest  From  them 
be  obtained  a  full  account  of  their  belief,  which 
atm^eared  to  him  an  illegitimate  branch  of  the 
Koman  Catholic.  They  assured  him«  however^ 
thfift  the  Shamans,  who  imposed  upon  the  igno- 
rani  inhabitants  of  those  regions,  formed  a  hereej 
trhich  x?»s  disowned  and  condemned  by  all  the 
more  orthodox  Lamas.  The  mission  passed 
through  Selinginsk,  on  which  he  addft  nothing  to 
the  information  of  Bell,  and  proceeded  to  Nerts* 
chinsk.  Tliis  place  had  once  been  of  some  im* 
portance,  but  was  greatly  declined,  in  cense* 
quence  of  the  caravans  to  the  Chinese  frontier 
too  longer  passing  through  it.  It  was  also  cruelly 
oppressed  by  the  Vaivodes,  or  liussian  governors. 
The  inhabitants  seemed  to  seek  conBolatioo  in 
every  kind  of  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  which 
liad  reduced  them  generally  to  a  com][dete  state 
of  disease  and  wretchedness.  From  Nertschinsk 
Grtv^etin  went  to  eicamine  the  Sawodes,  or  lead 
and  silver  mines  of  Argunsk.  These  had  been 
opened  in  1704,  by  three  Greeks,  who,  tfaougll 
carrying  on  their  operations  very  nidely,  produc- 
ed for  several  years  the  annual  amount  of  Gcom 
40  to  60,000  libs,  of  silver.  About  I78O,  how- 
ever; a  German  called  Heidenreick,  5enttoexa«> 
ftrnie  l4ie  woi^  not  finding  the  indications  cf  dos 
metal  usual  in  the  German  mines,  declared  that 
the  veins  were  ex4<iausted,  and  that  nothing  more 


of  consequence  ciMild  be  expected.  After,  how« 
ever^  tba  works  were  abandonedf  and  the  macbi*- 
nery  allowed  to  go  to  rain,  new  ^eina  were  disco- 
veredy  and  several  during  the  staj  of  our  author* 
They  were  on  a  plain  surrounded  by  monntatnsy 
and  many  of  them  in  soft  earthy  so  that  they 
could  be  eaaiiy  worked* 

During  his  stay  in  this  neighbourhoo4j  our 
author  was  present  at  exhibitions  made  by  several 
eminent  Shaman  impostors.  One  of  them  began 
by  stripping  himself  naked,  after  which  be  put  a 
robe  of  skins,  stuck  all  over  with  instruments  of 
iron,  particularly  two  large  horns,  on  the  shoul-* 
ders.  He  then  gave  a  lecture  on  the  nature  of 
demons,  asserting  that  they  formed  a  r^ular 
hierarchy,  and  rose  above  each  other  by  varioiia 
gradations.  He  now  began  tlie  usual  leaps  and 
bowlings,  during  which  the  academical  audienee 
were  in  considerable  tremor,  not  for  the  devils 
but  ibr  the  sharp  instruments  with  which  lie  was 
begirt.  They  saw  another,  who  was  accustomed 
to  run  an  arrow  through  his  body,  and  to  exhibit 
even  the  blood  streaming  from  it  On  being 
closely  examined,  however,  he  laughed,  and  frank- 
ly  owned,  that  he  merely  tbrast  the  arrow  into 
the  front  of  his  vestment,  then  dj^wing  his  body 
somewhat  aside,  carried  it  by  a  circuitous  line  till 
it  was  brought  out  at  the  back.  As  for  the  blood, 
i^  was  clandestinely  distilled  from  a  vessel  kept 
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mder  lini  dothaa  foribat  piupoat.  Findtog  him 

so  commuaicative,  they  urged  him  strongly  to 
dccbre  at  once  tluit  knew  natking  of  wayt 
devils,  and  had  not  the  least  idea  what  sort  of 
beings  they  were  i  but  Uw  overture  be  poativefjr 
rejected^  insisting  dial  he  ooidd  slili  commaiid  a 
limited  number,  though  he  bad  not  now^  aa  ia  bis 
yoothy  a  hundred  and  tweotj  readj  to  obey  Ui 

bidding. 

Gmeitii  now  retraced  his  ateitt  to  Yeniseisk^  wtb 

the  view  of  proceeding  thence  to  explore  the  banks 
of  tbeLena.  He  proceeded  first  to  Uisssk,  Mith« 
liim,  a  small  and  poor  town,  which,  he  says,  may 
be  called  the  dweUing  of  sloths  Tbe  iababitanu 

seemed  to  have  no  idea  of  any  thing  but  drinking 
and  sleeping*  Tbougb  the  country  abounded  ia 
game^  tbey  had  never  tbooght  of  taking  any, 
unless  by  the  easy  processes  of  spreading  nels» 
and  digging  cKtehes.  Tbe  8oiI»  however,  was  so 
fi^uitful,  that  the  labour  of  the  Russian  exiles  ren« 
dered  provisions  cheap  and  plentifiiL  Tbe  Tu^ 
gouses  in  this  neighbourhood  are  poor,  their  whole 
property  consbttog  in  rein-deer,  of  which  indivi* 

duals  have  flocks  of  from  five  to  fifty.  They 
hunt  chiefly  with  arrows^  and  sometimes  eotnp 
wild  animals,  by  imitating  the  cries  of  their  young. 
Their  boats  are  formed  of  pieces  of  bark  sewed 
together ;  the  smallest  contain  one,  and  the 
largest  four  persons.   Their  religion  has  nothing 
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of  that  tincture  of  Sbamanism  which  predominates 
im  the  countries  aroand  the  Baikal.  Its  only  ob* 
jects  are  idols  roughly  formed  of  wood,  to  which 
they  pray  for  success  in  the  diase,  giving  themi 
when  successful,  a  share  in  its  fruits.  Their  gC'^ 
neral  principle^  indeed»  is  to  keep  the  flesh  and 
skin  fur  their  own  use,  and  present  the  bones  only 
to  ofiforings ;  hut  in  cases  of  peculiar  good  for^ 

tune,  they  will  treat  their  gods  with  a  draught  of 
the  hlood.  Should  the  chase  fail^  the  idol  sufl&rs 
the  blame,  and  is  often  treated  in  consequence 
with  the  utmost  harshness  and  contumely^ 

From  Htmsk  the  traTeUers  departed  ibr  1st* 
kilt,  on  the  Lena,  at  its  junction  with  the  Kuta^ 
They  passed,  in  their  way  salt  springs  called 
Oserkot  which  supply  all  this  part  of  Siberia^ 
A  pound  of  water  here  yielded  about  an  ounce 
and  a  half  of  salt.  The  woods  were  filled  with 
the  most  extraordinary  multitude  of  squirrels^ 
who* were  eagerly  pursued  by  the  natives  for  the 
sake  of  their  skins.  Istkut  was  a  small  fort  and 
village,  dot  dtiTering  from  those  formerty  Tisited^ 
except  from  the  scarcity  of  liquor,  in  consequence 
of  which  that  vehement  pasMon  for  it  which  reigns 
throughout  all  Siberia,  was  more  intensely  dis* 
played.  Being  brought  from  a  distance,  and 
only  by  government  conveyance,  the  Stock  ire* 
^uently  ran  ooti  when  the  arrii^l  of  a  new  snp* 
ply  produced  a  scene  of  rapture  and  furious  in- 
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dulgence.  In  general,  it  is  laid  down  as  a  prin- 
ciple, that  no  Siberian  misses  any  opportunity  of 
getting  drunk.  They  remained  at  Istkut  till  the 
Lena  thawed,  which  was  on  the  4th  May.  On 
its  banks  they  found  goitres  as  prevalent,  and  of 
larger  dimensions,  than  on  the  Alps.  As  they 
ascended,  the  villages  became  smaller  and  more 
thinly  scattered,  and  it  became  more  difficult  to 
obtain  refreshments.  Their  trouble  was  increased 
by  their  Tartar  attendants,  who,  we  presume, 
were  impressed  into  their  service  by  order  of  go- 
vernment, eagerly  embracing  every  opportunity 
to  desert.  Even  when  prohibited  from  carrying 
their  effects  on  shore,  they  chose  rather  to  aban- 
don  all  than  to  remain.  Every  one  was  prohibit- 
ed, on  pain  of  death,  to  afford  them  shelter,  and 
every  one  afforded  it ;  messengers  were  sent  off 
in  every  direction,  but  none  were  overtaken.  In 
examining  the  packages  left  by  the  runaw^ays, 
Gmelin  was  surprised  to  find  a  small  bag  of  earth 
forming  an  uniform  part  of  their  contents,  and 
learned,  on  inquiry,  that  it  was  a  portion  of  their 
native  earth,  the  taste  of  which  they  imagined, 
even  under  a  foreign  sky,  would  preserve  them 
from  all  the  evils  to  which  this  sad  change  might 
expose  them. 

As  the  expedition  passed  the  mouth  of  the 
Itshora,  the  scene  became  still  more  gloomy. 
All  traces  of  villages  or  regular  habitations  dis- 
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appeared  ;  stones  no  longer  marked  the  distances 
from  verst  to  vent  $  the  mountains  were  bleak 
and  rugged,  and  a  thick  and  almost  continual  fog 
kivoived  the  air.  The  few  Tungousea  whom  they 
espiedy  fled  with  the  utmost  speed,  and  hid  them- 
leives  in  the  forests.  MeaDtime»  as  the  river  was 
bfoad  and  deep,  no  difficalty  was  found  in  sailiog^ 
up  to  Witim^  an  early  founded  but  small  village, 
not  more  than  twelve  houses*  They  ascended 
the  Witim,  to  see  the  beautiful  mines  of  tala 
situated  upon  its  banks.  Their  quality  is  so  su» 
perior,  that  on  their  discovery  tlie  wui  king  of  all 
tliose  on  the  other  rivers  immediately  ceased. 

This  substance  is  used  instead  of  glass  through- 

out  all  Siberia,  and  to  a  great  extent  in  European 
Russia*  It  is  said  to  be  oflen  as  clear,  and  is 
much  stronger,  resisting  even  cannon.  It  is  split 
liy  the  insertion  of  a  knife  into  thin  lamina,  the 
value  of  which  depends  on  their  size.  Those  of 
an  ell  in  length,  are  sold  at  from  one  to  two  rubles 
a-pound.  The  more  usual  size,  however,  is  a 
quarter  of  an  eli,  when  a  ruble  is  paid  for  about 

four  pounds.  The  party  then  continued  to  ascend 
the  JUeoa,  which  grew  always  broader,  and  be« 
came  subject  to  storms,  which  caused  at  one 
time  apprehension  of  danger.  At  a  place  called 
Stolbi,  they  passed  for  twenty  miles  along  a  co« 
lonnade  of  mountains,  presenting  the  varied  ibrma 
of  towers^  castles»  steeples^  and  pillars,  with  tr^ea 
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interspersed,  which  produced  the  most  pictu- 
resque efiect.  Early  in  September  they  arrived 
at  Yakuts,  where  they  feand  the  depth  of  wintsr 
already  fast  approacbiog.  On  the  19tb  ice  began 
to  form  on  the  Lenat  and  by  the  88 A  the  lim 
was  entirely  covered»  and  could  be  passed  on 
atedges.  Ice  is  used  here  for  a  purpoae  net 
thought  of  elsewhere^*— to  warm  the  houses*  It 
»  £NUid  the  most  effbctual  mode  of  stopping  19 
every  chink  and  crevice,  and  is  applied  like  a 
double  glass  to  the  outside  of  the  windows*  If 
the  piece  does  not  exactly  fit»  they  have  only  to 
pour  on  water,  which  instantly  free^ees  and  fills  it 
up* 

Yakutsk  is  a  small  town,  of  five  or  six  hundred 
wooden  houses,  an  ample  propcHrtion  of  which 
C(msists  of  taverns.  The  soil  is  rich*  but  the  di<> 
mate  unfits  it  for  the  culture  of  gmin.  A  crop 
of  rye,  when  sown,  sometimes  ripens  and  some* 
times  not*  What  indeed  can  be  expected*  wher^ 
in  the  end  of  June,  the  ground  is  still  frozen 
three  feet  deep  ?  Notwithstanding  tiust  Yakutsk 
was  once  called  the  Peru  of  Siberia.  This  pomp* 
ous  title  it  owed  to  the  ahundance  of  sahks*  and 
to  the  exemption  which  its  distance  proewedl  tt 
i'rom  the  exactions  and  restraints  of  government. 
Both  these  advantages  were  now  sensibly  dtmiir 
nished.  The  party  spent  the  winter,  as  it  were, 
imprisoned  at  Yakutsk,  the  season  rendering  it 


Digitizer  by  Google 


T 


impossible  to  travel.  It  was  indeed  a  period  of 
darkodsi)  sioM  «t  aim  in  ibe  moraiag  day  bad 
scarcely  broken*  and  beftm  two  w  the  aftemooQ 
the  stars  were  visible*  The  natives  took  advan- 
tage of  this  gloom  to  enjoy  abundance  of  sleep, 
scarcely  rising*  unless  to  tbeir  ineals»  and  some- 
timeSf  when  the  day  was  veiy  dark,  never  waking 
at  all.  Our  travellers  did  not  chuse  to  consign 
themidf  es  to  deeply  to  slumber  i  and  though  the 
gloomy  season  did  not  admit  of  much  business^ 
they  found  considerable  amusement  in  the  society 
of  themselves,  and  of  several  merchnnts  who  were 
on  their  way  to,  i^^amtchatka ;  as  well  as  in  drink« 
ing  punch,  the  established  liquor  of  Yaknttsk, 
,  The  natives  of  this  region,  who  bear  the  namo 
of  Yakoutcs,  dd  not  materially  difler  in  appear** 
aoce  and  habits  from  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Sib^a«  liiess  active  in  the  cbase  than  the  Tun^ 
gouses,  and  not  following  the  sables  to  so  great  a 
distaDce,  they  do  not  obtain  tbeir  furs  nearly  so 
fine.  They  care  little  for  bread,  which  is  almost 
beyond  their  reacfa»  and  place  tbeir  cbiot  luxmy 
in  onions,  garlic,  and  other  roots.  They  eat  also 
various  berries,  both  fresh  and  preserved^  wliicb 
serve  besides  as  an  excuse  for  brandy  as  necessary 
to  counteract  their  bad  ejects*  Superstition^ 
among  these  people^  seems  to  subsist  ou  a  greater 
scale  than  among  the  Tungous^t  Among  other 
Shamans,  held  in  high  reverence,  there  was  a 
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young  witch,  who  undertook  to  plunge  a  knife 
into  her  body  without  sustaining  any  injury.  The 
academicians  waited  upon  her  to  witness  the  exhi- 
bition.   After  beginning  in  the  usual  manner,  by 
distorting  her  body,  imitating  the  cries  of  diffe- 
rent animals,  and  holding  long  discourse  with  un- 
seen demons,  she  proceeded  to  the  operation. 
She  thrust  the  knife  through  her  clothes,  in  a 
manner  which  altogether  satisfied  the  believing 
Yakoutes ;  but  she  clearly  discerned  the  full  per- 
suasion of  the  strangers,  that  her  person  was  en- 
tirely  untouched.    She  therefore  appointed  ano- 
ther rendezvous,  when  they  saw  her  really  thrust 
the  knife  into  her  body,  cut  out  a  portion  of  the 
omentum^  roast  it  on  the  coals,  and  eat  it.  Struck, 
liowever,  with  consternation  at  her  own  wound,- 
she  frankly  confessed,  that  this  was  the  first  time 
she  had  ever  come  to  such  an  extremity,  which 
was  quite  superfluous  with  reference  to  the  Ya- 
koutes \  but  that,  mortified  at  her  failure  in  de- 
ceiving them,  she  had  summoned  courage  to  take 
this  step.    She  had  trusted,  moreover,  to  a  doc* 
trine  held  by  many  learned  Shamans,  that  by 
eating  a  portion  of  her  own  fat,  she  would  obviate- 
any  damage  it  might  occasion.    Finding  this 
charm  inefficacious,  she  put  herself  under  their 
care  ;  and  having  luckily  struck  no  mortal  part, 
H  cure  was  in  due  time  eifected. 


Circumstances,  into  the  detail  of  which  we 
-shall  not  eater,  prevented  Gmelin  from  proceed- 
ing farther ;  and  the  remaioder  of  his  journey 
consisted  chiefly  in  retracing  his  steps  to  St 
PeCer8bai]g. 

•  > 

A  jomnwT  not  less  conducive  to  the  intereata 

of  science  was  undertaken  in  by  the  learned 
and  laborious  Professor  Pallas,  under  the  patron^ 
age  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  His  travels  in 
the  Xaurida  and  Caucasus  have  repeatedly  a{^ 
peared  in  an  English  dress ;  but  the  case  is  other- 
vrise  with  his  journey  through  Northern  Asia, 
-which  is  yet  of  at  least  equal  interest.  The  va- 
riety and  minuteness  of  the  topographical  and 
statistical  detaib  of  which  this  learned  author 
composes  his  narrative,  render  it  not  very  easily 
susceptible  of  a  regular  analysis ;  *  and  we  must 
be  content  to  catch,  though  in  a  somewhat  un«- 
comiected  manner,  the  most  important  of  the 
particulars  communicated  in  the  course  of  it. 

The  journeys  performed  by  M»  P^las  in  I769 
and  1770  embrace  the  line  of  the  Ourals  and  the 
European  frontier.  It  was  only  in  1771  that  be 
undertook  to  penetrate  into  the  eM«niities  of 
Siberia,  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  Gmelin,  and 
observe  the  changes  that  have  occurred  since  the 
time  of  that  traveller;  as  also  to  survey  the 
soulhem  provinces,^  the  limits  of  which  iiad  been 
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recently  fixed,  and  which  were  beginning  to  be 
settled  and  peopled.    He  begins  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  province  of  Isetsk,  extending  along 
the  river  Iset,  which  is  about  two  hundred  miles 
in  length,  and  of  equal  breadth,  and  consists  of  a 
rich  black  soil,  yielding  the  very  best  grain  and  pas- 
ture ;  yet  it  does  not  contain  above  57>S91  inhabi- 
tants.   This  thin  population  he  ascribes  partly  to 
the  great  quantity  of  ground  monopolized  by  the 
Cossacks,  and  partly  to  that  consumed  by  the 
Baschkirs  in  the  breeding  of  horses.  This  people 
have  horses  here  in  the  greatest  numbers  and  per- 
fection, at  which  Pallas  was  astonished,  when  be 
saw  the  manner  in  which  they  were  bred.  The  pas- 
sion of  theTartars for  koumiss,  or  fermented  mares' 
milk,  induces  them  to  defraud  the  foals  to  a  great 
extent  of  that  which  they  ought  to  receive  from 
their  mother;  and  as  they  make  no  provision 
for  winter  food,  the  poor  animals  are  often  at  that 
season  left  entirely  destitute.    They  thrive,  how- 
ever, in  spite  of  all,  and  many  individuals  possess- 
ed from  two  to  three  thousand  horses,  most  of 
them  from  three  to  four  hundred.    They  raised 
only  so  much  oats  and  barley  as  was  necessary  to 
eke  out  their  winter  food,  when  the  milk  of  their 
cattle  failed. 

.r* Pallas,  in  penetrating  though  Siberia,  did  not 
take  the  high-road  by  the  great  cities  of  Tobolsk, 
Tomsk,  and  Yeniseisk.    His  object  being  natural 
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history  and  the  less  explored  parts,  he  proceeded 
aloag  the  greit  southern  steppe,  parallel  to  the 

Altai,  and  diversified  by  a  chain  of  salt  and  bitter 

lakes.  He  reached  the  Toboi  at  the  fortress  of 
Zuerinogolosskaia,  whence  he  intended  to  have 
traversed  the  fortified  line  of  the  Iscbim  to  Omsk  { 
but  he  was  assored  that  the  redoubts  which  de« 
fended  it  were  in  a  very  ruinous  state,  and  qmtt 
unequal  to  defend  the  travellers  from  the  frequent 
inroads  of  the  Kirgbises*  He  obliged  to  take 
a  circuitous  Jtmte,  descending  the  Tobo),  and  as* 
cendtng  the  Irtysch.  In  considering  the  saline 
character  of  all  the  waters  in  this  vast  southern 

steppe,  which  extends  to  the  Obi,  Pallas  can  trace 
it  only  to  the  chain  of  mountains  extending  fjtmi 
the  Oural  through  the  land  of  the  Kirgbises,  and 
joining  itself  to  the  Altai.  In  descending  the 
IVsbolt  near  its  junction  with  the  Ouk,  he  re* 
marked  an  extensive  distillery  formed  by  Count 
Sebonvaloft  which  had  given  rise  to  a  village  of 
three  hundred  bouses*  The  process  was  very  ill 
managed;  the  body  of  the  still  and  the  tubes 
were  so  little  Ugbt,  and  so  much  steam  con- 

one  could  not  remain 

near  it  a  quarter  of  an  hour  without  getting 
drunk,  and  a  flame  was  produced  on  the  ap« 
proach  of  a  lighted  candle.  Hence  the  spirit, 
though  twice  distilled,  had  not  the  same  strength 
as  one  good  distiliettoii  would  have  given  it ;  and 
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goveromiiity  be  thinks,  oughl  to  inteiftfe  ta 

order  to  prevent  such  a  waste  of  grain.  In  a  &ie 
oountiy  on  the  banks  of  the  Komssoun  be  saw 
many  booes  of  elephants,  some  of  very  great  size* 
Here  loo  were  a  great  number  of  nipea  toodbst  in 

wliicli  gold  and  silver  ornaments  had  once  been 
found ;  but  every  one  bad  now  been  lanaacked. 
This  object  of  cupidity  was  said  to  have  been  the 
source  whence  the  territory  was  fint  ptapliiiii 
and  however  the  emigrants  migfal  iNWieHfMM 
in  the  search,  its  superb  pastures^  and  lakes 
aboundiog  with  fish,  must  have  amidjr  indemni^ 
iied  them.  .    t   -'t^  » 

Pallas  ascended  the  Irtysch  to  Omsk,  situated 
at  its  junction  with  the  Om.  This  city  had  just 
been  transported  to  a  new  positioo,  the  Axtifica* 

tions  of  which  were  scarcely  completed  j  and  a 

handsome  church  and  other  public  buiUbnga  were 
erected.  He  met  a  very  inhospitable  reception 
from  the  governor,  who  would  scar^e^ jpve  btaa 
a  passport.  However  he  now  set  oHMtaMDMiBtiie 
his  journey  down  the  Irtysch.  He  passed  along 
a  great  number  of  small  saline  hikes,  some  of 
which  were  completely  f^tnrat^A^  AnA  ^^tf^pf^ 
covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  the  most  pirie  ettd 
beautif  ul  marine  salt.  Several,  at  a  little  distance^i 
appeared  completely  ,  white ;  yet  Pallaa  eoolra^ 

diets  the  report  as  to  any  of  them  being  coi? 
vercd  with  a  crust  of  salt  like  .ice* .  dPM%.  >!• 
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imySy  is  quite  impossible  in  a  lake  at  all  agitated 
by  the  wind ;  and  indeed  the  smallest  flakes  wbidi 
he  saw  went  immediately  to  the  bottom.  The 
neighbourhood  of  Koriakoffiboi,  the  principal 
military  post  on  the  line  of  the  Irtysch,  is  distin- 
guished not  only  by  these  lakes,  but  by  a  vast 
number  of  bones  belonging  to  large  animals,  par- 
ticularly to  a  buffiUo  of  greater  dimensioDS  than 
Is  now  found  in  any  part  of  Asia.  The  country 
here  presented  a  dreadful  spectacle,  being  covered 
with  the  dead  carcases  of  hofses,  which  had  died 
.  of  a  pestilential  disease  that  had  just  been  raging, 
and  whose  bodies  the  government  .took  no  pains 
to  remove.  He  came  to  Semipalatnoi,  or  the 
Seven  Palaces,  ruins  already  described  by  Om^ 
lin.  They  seem  unworthy  of  their  title,  and 
are  described  as  ill  built,  and  evidently  of  Bo* 
charian  origin.  Near  this  is  the  rendezvous 
of  the  trade  carried  on  with  the  Asiatic  mer* 
chants.  Pallas  saw  a  number  from  Tasehkent 
and  Little  Bucharia,  who  brought  bad  cotton 
goods,  and  appeared  less  civilized  than  those 
of  Great  Bucharia.  The  most  profitable  trade  is 
carried  on  with  the  Kii^hises,  who  give  their 
horses  and  cattle  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  for  mere 
toys  and  trifles. 

Pallas  now  proceeded  by  the  rivulets  of  Schoul* 
ba  and  Ouba,  along  the  ibot  of  the  Aitai,  that 
vast  and  rich  chain  wbidi  rises  near  the  east  of 
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the  Caspian,  and  under  various  names  traverses 
first  the  whole  breadth  of  Asia,  then  turning  to 

the  north  runs  parallel  to  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  continent,  till  it  terminates  at  Behring's  Straits. 
He  considers  it  as  the  most  considerable  chain  oq 
the  globe  ;  and  in  its  whole  extent  along  the  fron- 
tiers of  Siberia  it  is  eminently  distinguished  by 
metalliferous  qualities.    Our  traveller  was  struck 
with  the  astonishing  number  of  ancient  works 
carried  on  by  the  unknown  people  who  once  in- 
habited these  tracts.    There  is  not  a  productive 
spot  throughout  the  Altai  where  their  traces  may 
not  be  found.    Hence  were  doubtless  derived 
those  numerous  metallic  ornaments  and  utensils 
buried  in  the  tombs  on  the  Irtysch.  Descending 
that  river,  our  traveller  had  an  opportunity  of 
surveying  the  ruins  of  Ablaikit,  built  by  Ablai, 
a  Kalmuc  Prince.    It  bears  marks  of  having  pos- 
sessed all  the  magnificence  which  could  be  given 
to  it  by  an  uncivilized  people.  The  author  count- 
ed  forty.five  idols,  representing  all  that  is  most 
sacred  among  the  Bourkans  and  the  Kalmucs. 
Half  of  the  figures  were  female ;  some  of  them 
were  hideous,  with  inflamed  features  and  counte- 
nances ;  others  were  monstrous,  with  ten  faces 
and  seven  arms.    They  were  variously  formed,  of 
copper,  stone,  and  potter's  earth.    Fragments  of 
writing  were  still  found,  but  not  in  the  same  vast 
abundance  as  in  the  time  of  Gmelin.    The  edi- 
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fice  had  been  virioody  injured  hy  tbe  Russians 
and  the  KiiKhisea;  siid  a  squadron  of  cavalry^ 

encamped  near  it,  wasju&t  completing  its  destruc* 
tioii« 

Mr  Pallas  now  left  the  Irtysdi*  and  after  pass* 
ing  along  Uia  Altait  covered  with  perpetual  sdow« 
came  to  Kofinm,  the  earlieat  forge  established  in 
this  part  of  Siberia*  It  was  originally  worked  as 
a  copper  mine  by  an  individual  of  tbe  name  of  ; 
Denudoff;  but  tbe  crown  having  learned  that 
gold  and  silver  were  also  pfodaoed»  took  full  pcA* 
session  of  it  It  is  now  in  a  very  languishing 
State,  perhaps  from  the  £diore  of  woQd»  and  is 

much  surpassed  by  other  forges  in  this  district. 
The  great  scene  of  mioiog  operations  is  now  tbe 
Schlangenbergy  or  Serpent  Mountain,  so  called 
from  the  multitude  of  that  description  of  animals 
which  are  found  there.  This  mountain  is  8ituat4 
ed  about  sixty  miles  from  tbe  Irtyscht  and  &  hui^ 
died  from  the  Obi ;  and  appears  from  the  course  of 
the  rivers  on  both  sides  to  tower  above  all  the 
rest  cf  the  Altai.  It  may  be  considered  aa  aa 
enormous  mineral  mass;  whenever  its  covering 
of  slate  rock  is  talsen  aS,  all  the  substances  be* 

neath  are  found  to  yield  gold,  silver,  copper,  and 
plumbago*  Zinc»  arsenic^  and  sulphur^  are  also 
abundant.  Since  17^6$  when  this  great  source  of 
wealth  was  first  dascoveredt  the  openings  made 
iuto  the  monutain  are  almost  imBunmbley  being 

47 


Uiyiii^ed  by  Googlc 


4f0i  SIBEEIA* 

guided  in  several  iostanoes  by  the  example  set 

by  the  Tchouds,  or  ancient  inhabitants,  some  of 
whose  workings  reached  sixty*  feet  deep»  To 
give  an  idea  of  the  richness  of  the  Schlangenberg, 
'  it  is  statedt  between  17^  and  VJIU  to  have 
produced  318  poods,  or  (at  96  pounds  to  eedi 
pood)  pounds  of  gold,  and  more  than 

dfMyOOO  pounds  of  silver.  It  4tiU  yields  annually 
36,000,000  pounds  of  mineral ;  and  the  veins  al- 
ready discovered  would  be  sufficient  to  supply  the 
same  quantity  for  twenty  years  to  come* 
-  From  the  ScUangenbeiig  Pallas  proceeded 
north  to  Barnaoul  on  the  Obi.  If  Schlangenberg 
be  distinguished  for  the  quantity  of  muieral  sub- 

stances,  Barnaoul  is  not  less  so  for  the  forges  in 
which  that  substance  is  fused  and  refined.  The 
minerals,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  of  difficult 
fusion,  which  renders  the  labour  very  extensivet 
and  consumes  an  immense  quantity  of  wood. 
Pallas  now  ascended  the  Obi  to  Tomsk.  He 
found  the  country  on  the  right,  between  the  Obi 
xnd  the  Tomm,  distinguislied  by  high  fertility, 
but  unfortunately  little  inhabited,  covered  with 
forests  of  birch,  and  laid  waste  by  hosts  of 
£eld>mice.   Tomsk  is  a  laige  dty,  and  a  great 

emporium  of  the  trade  of  Siberia.  The  ground 
on  which  it  stands  is  very  unequalt  and  there 
never  vras  any  thing  so  irregular  as  the  line  of  its 
greets.   They  are  narrow,  winding,  and  running 
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into  each  other ;  and  the  bouses  do  not  make 
die  ifltti  attempt  at  a  onifam  Hm*  A  great 

part  of  the  town  had  been  consumed  by  fire,  and 

never  rebuilt  i  so  that  tbe  rotos^  and  the  celiara 

laid  open,  presented  a  shocking  spectacle.  Pre-* 
valent  as  drunkeniiess  is  in  Siberisy  Paiias 
never  saw  a  town  where  it  was  so  general  as  at 
Tavnsk  ;  and  it  leads,  as  elsewhere,  to  other  spe* 
eies  of  debauchery,  the  dtaaascs  consequent  on 
which  had  made  dreadful  havoc  k  here,  as  iu  thfi 
other  towns  of  this  i^on*  Xooask  ia  the  centre 
of  the  trade  in  brandy,  or  rather  whisky,  which 
as  brought  thither  from  the  distilleries  on  the 
Tobol  and  the  Iset,  and  thence  distributed 
tbroi^gb  tbe  countries  to  the  eastward. 

From  Tomsk  nothing  remarkable  occurred  till 
our  traveller  came  to  Koasnoiarsk.  This  town 
was  not  found  at  all  changed  from  what  it  had 
been  in  the  time  of  Gmehn.  It  had  notincreas* 
ed,  notwitl»tandxng  the  fertility  of  tbe.countfy. 
round,  and  its  favourable  situation  for  trade.  In- 
deed the  vices  of  indolence  and.  drunkenness  a{^ 
peared  so  rooted  in .  the  character  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, as  to  give  little  hope  of  its  prosperity.  The 
foundation  of  these,  vices  appealed  to  be  the  ex> 
cessive  cheapness  of  provisions.  During  bis  stay» 
eatmeal  was  sold  Iran  a  halfpenny  to  three  &r« 
things  a-peck,  and  had  never  been  known  to  rise 
above  three  hali^hce  j  an  ox  brought  five  shil* 

VOL.  in.  o  g 
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lings  ;  a  cow  three  ;  and  an  excellent  horse  was 
considered  dear  at  ten  shillings.  This  cheapness 
seems  to  arise  partly  from  the  want  of  a  market, 
partly  from  the  excessive  luxuriance  of  the  soil. 
It  is  said  to  be  such,  that  manure  is  not  only 
unnecessary,  but  destroys  the  grain.  The  climate 
is  unfavourable  for  wheat ;  but  oats,  barley,  and 
rye,  produce  most  luxuriant  crops.  A  large  quan- 
tity of  grain  is  exported  to  all  the  northern  parts 
of  Siberia.         >♦  n  »  /«ii  <u 

M.  Pallas  travelled  post  from  Krasnoiarsk  to 
Irkoutsk,  and  spent  only  a  few  days  in  that  city. 
He  had  a  favourable  passage  across  the  Baikal, 
and  was  tracked  up  the  Selinga,  though  with 
some  diflSculty,  on  account  of  the  floating  ice. 
At  Selinginsk  he  found  a  very  sensible  change  of 
climate.  All  the  heights  exposed  to  the  south 
were  cleared  of  snow,  and  the  birds,  which,  in 
summer,  had  sought  a  warmer  climate,  were  gra- 
dually making  their  appearance.  Our  traveller 
ascended  the  Selinga  to  Kiachta,  the  great  scene 
of  Chinese  trade.  It  is  situated  in  an  elevated 
plain,  surrounded  by  high,  rocky,  and  wooded 
mountains.  One  of  these,  called  the  Eagle 
Mountain,  is  so  near,  that  it  overlooks  both  the 
Russian  and  Chinese  towns ;  on  which  account 
the  latter  nation  have  had  the  art  to  obtain  the 
cession  of  it.  They  have  also  secured  for  them- 
selves a  district  abounding  in  vegetables,  water, 


and  fish  5  while  on  the  llussian  side  there  is  no* 
tbiog  but  mad  md  rodc»  md  Umjf  cannot  get  a 
drop  of  good  water  for  their  tea  unless  by  suffer- 
ance of  their  hval&  Every  greit  conunercial 
kottflerin  the  anpire  has  an  i^fenC  aS  Xjaohta ;  ao 
that  the  society  is  pretty  numerous,  and  the  tone 
of  maonera  noio  polished  and  sociable  thaii  in 
the  other  cities  of  Siberia*  It  would  be  very 
agreeable  wait  it  not  for  the  eodtesa'itfgeM^y  of 
the  merchants  to  their  guests  to  drink  tea ;  their 
bo^itaUty  seeaiiv  to  oetf Ire  wholly  in  cansiog 
them  to  swallow  the  most  enormbus  quantities  of 
tbiaiiquid. 
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that  of  the  Chinese  city  of  Maimatsbin.  This 
plaeo  contains  about  two  hoildred  bOuseaeniddsad 

with  a  wooden  wall*  The  streets  are  straights 
pfettgr  broad»'  and  kept  very  clean.  The  boaaea 

occupy  a  large  space,  having  each  a  court-yard 

enclosed  from  theatre^  They  are  only  .erne  stoiy 
high,  built  of  timber  and  spars,  plastefed  and 
painted  wbite^  Hie  window^^frames  are  kr^i^ 
but  diiefly  filled  up  with  paper,  odly  a  paoio  or 
tvto  of  giasa  being  afforded  to  admit  the  lighlfe 
TheratftspA^oetingf  aodooilbholiie  ia^aiMii^ 
ted  with  a  flag.  There  are  two  pagodas,  the  or- 
naasenta  of  whkk  are  wiy  epltedid,  and  eUdb 
house  containa  a  recesl  covered  with  a  silk  cur- 
tai^p  in  which'  ard  the  fmaU$t  £^Med  of  finely 
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painted  paper.  The  Chinese  merchants  come  to 
Maimatshin  merely  as  travellers,  and  there  are 
always  at  least  two  in  company,  one  of  whom  re- 
mains while  the  other  goes  to  China.  They  do 
not  bring  their  families,  no  female  being  allowed 
to  reside  in  the  place ;  a  privation  for  which  the 
ladies  of  Kiachta  are  said  to  be  at  great  pains  to 
console  them,  more  to  their  own  profit  than  credit. 

The  trade  between  the  two  nations  is  carried 
on  by  the  Chinese  merchant  coming  to  Kiachta, 
taking  a  view  of  the  Russian  merchandise,  fixing 
on  what  he  wishes,  and  stipulating  what  he  is  to 
give  in  return.  The  Russian  then  accompanies 
him  to  Maimatshin,  and  examines  if  the  articles 
correspond  exactly  to  the  description  which  he 
had  given.  The  Chinese  take  from  the  Russians 
skins,  furs,  cloths  of  various  colours  and  qualities, 
a  number  of  coarse  manufactures,  glass,  and  cat- 
tle; in  return  for  which  they  give  ,  silk  and  cot- 
ton, both  raw  and  manufactured,  tea,  tobacco, 
rhubarb,  porcelain,  and  a  variety  of  little  trinkets 
and  pieces  of  furniture.  In  bargaining,  the  ad- 
vantage is  said  to  be  almost  always  on  the  side  of 
the  close,  cautious,  and  artful  Chinese,  over  the 
careless  and  babbling  Russian.  The  trade,  how- 
ever, is  of  great  benefit  to  the  Russian  empire,  as 
it  disposes  of  a  large  portion  of  surplus  produce, 
which  could  with  difficulty  admit  of  transporta- 
tion.   It  yields  also  a  considerable  revenue  to 


FALLAS. 


.  the  government,         imposes  very  heavy  duties 
both  on  the  expofiir;.«nd  .inpoitBjiV  Xfae  anniid 

Value  of  articles  exchanged  on  each  side  is  stated 

Hi  between  L.smfiOO  md:l^iiQQ.(mutA%rv^c.  > 
,  Pallas  now  performed  a. |Qimley  through  part 
of  Daouria,  or  Russian  Mongolia^  watar^tiUi^/the 
rivers  Onon  and  Ingodn^-  < ;  TUsi  tutdikMft  mMukm 
bited  by  a  race  of  Tuiigouse%.n^ud;i  re&emj;;^g 
the  MoDgois  in  tfaeir^rbabitt'iaai^iextjeniiEd  appear 
ance*  Of  all  the  nations. miiojphdbit  the  vast 
plaiM.of  the  empire  ofiIUMia»ilhepe>ai)e^eiki«ft«> 

est,  the  most  skilful  in  managing  a  huisc,  and  in 

drawing  the  bow«  M  €ltf^.of^a/liwb^  Ib^ 

Avouid  form  excellent  light  troops  to  oppose  to 
the  McMigoIs.  Tbey^jbave  been  ^»ui;b/ da^idaeed 
by  contetls  with  tbiAf  people,  wfao  >bavapf|bi  efcl* 

yantage  in  nuniber^^^wbiieitiie  huntings  by  u  hicb 
tlii^y wuhiiinahwr^  br^itm  gMtiy  iti^imA  by  tltoiill^ 
grease  oi  culture  .aad  .population.  Tliey  have 
ToioDs  or  priooesbp.  wh^iMikeiBti^hm  ttilMltft  MuHrn 

tneir  subjects,  and  pay  it  to  the  Russian  treasury. 

S«nelime8»  when  ««Mi«4<i^«c4uii«oiwtfi  fmm 

and  hire  themsel voiiiiaMMll  in  agricdititm  or  the 
siniies»  when  they  i^^be  good  ^^^"ggrnrij  jiftlMti 
several  exbibilii«ft  bfitlhriw  fhaimiiiSj  pii^^ 

larly  of  the  female  seXj^siQijiJiU:^  those  descnb^ 

Slitiont  throughout  j^l  i^H^n%  i^/j^d^^][y  -a^a^ 

Ike  same. 
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.  Our  traveller  had  here  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving the  Dshiggetei  or  wild  horse,  combining 

the  qualities  of  that  animal  with  those  of  the  ass. 
Messerschraidt,  by  whom  it  was  first  observed, 
calls  it  the  prolific  mule.  It  differs  from  the  mule, 
however,  in  many  respects,  having  a  light  and 
slender  form,  and  a  superb  covering  of  hair.  Its 
mane  and  tail,  indeed,  resemble  those  of  the 
ass,  and  its  back  is  long  and  square.    It  is  per- 
haps the  swiftest  animal  in  nature.    The  horse, 
in  this  respect,  can  bear  no  comparison,  and  it 
can  be  taken  only  by  stratagem  and  ambuscade. 
The  dshiggetei  would,  therefore,  be  extremely 
serviceable,  could  it  be  tamed  by  any  process; 
but  every  attempt  of  this  kind  has  hitherto  faiU 
ed,  even  when  employed  upon  foals  taken  very 
young.  Pallas  saw  also  the  Argali,  or  wild  sheep, 
which  seems  to  partake  of  the  qualities  of  the 
goat,  being  covered  with  hair  unless  in  winter, 
when  a  little  wool  is  formed  ;  and  climbing  rocks 
with  the  utmost  agility.    It  is  also  excessively 
swift;  but  its  young,  when  taken  sufficiently 
early,  are  capable  of  being  tamed. 
•  Near  the  mouth  of  the  Onon  was  found  a  con- 
siderable saline  lake  called  Zagan  Noor.    Its  bed 
consists  of  a  black  and  tenacious  clav,  and  on  the 
surface  floati  a  bitter  salt,  white  as  snow.  All 
the  surrounding  plain  consists  of  sand,  detached 
probably  from  that  great  desert  which  extends 
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between  Russia  and  Cliina>  through  lUe  whole 
length  of  Western  Tarteiy* 

In  1786  P*  IwAKo WITCH  Sciui^oiM  W4i  trat  by 
the  Bmsum  govenunent  to  explore  the  lofiie^ 
f  egioDs  of  the  Altai,  situated  betw.eexx  the  Irtj:a<;b 
wdthe  Kateoia.  The  object  wee  |Mrtly  acieik* 
tific»  and  partly  to  observe  if  there  were^^y  rocks 
of.  aueh.b^uty  and  value. ea  might  ierve  for  ilia 
ornament  of  the  impeml  palace.  Schangin  spent 
the/iduife  Jiuamer'in.expknn^  the  benka  of'  the 

Tscharysch,  which  takes  its  rise  in  these  lofty 

regionay.  aa.weU  aa  of  the  numeroua  livnleta-wludi 
cdnour  in  forming  its  stream*  The  task  was  at!» 
teoded  with  great  labour  and  difficulty  in  regioi^ 
wKete  vtaa  MiAer  path  nor  habitatioo,  and  wherfr 
the  track  of  jwild  beasts  was  often  their  best  guide 
to  the  fiKds  over. the. riFen.  The  wiMded  dia- 
tricts  also  swarmed  with  serpents,  of  which  they 
eAeo  found  lathe  morning  aeveral  among  >.thw 

bed-clothes,  though  they  appear  to  have  been 
harmless^  aa  none  of.  the  escort  .neeca  /bitten^ 
Umid  all  these  cfbstacles^  oar  author  ccMiiplet»> 
ad  his  undfsrtaking,  and  laid  before  the  Rus- 
nan  government  a  comfrfete  kninenl  map  of  thia 
remarkable  district.  .The  mountains  on  the  right 
efthe  fiver,  vdnoh  were  the  highest,  And  ^vered 
with  geipetual  snow,  consisted  of  granite;  but 
thorn  on  the  left  were  eempofwd  of  porphyry^ 


9 


Digitized  by  Google 


fiXBS&U# 


jasper,  Md  sarpMtiQa^  of  whidi  ibdct  they  pre- 
sented many  beautiful  varieties.   They  coutaia- 
ed  alio  roeks  of  a  blue  maffak^  and  very  large 
ultra-marioe  crystals. 
Schangto  indulges  in  hm  obaervationa  diatiiict 

from  the  immediate  object  of  his  mission.  He 
gives,  however,  some  account  of  the  few  Tartan 
who  inhabit  these  wild  and  rugged  regions.  They 
are  of  middle  stature,  and  not  ugly^  they  have 
indeed  the  flat  hot  of  tfao  Kalmnes,  but  with 
much  better  nose  and  eyes.  It  is  supposed  they 
may  be  a  mixtore  of  that  people  with  the  peoper 
Tartar  or  Turkish  breed  race,  who  are  extremely 
handsome.  Soine  of  the  yoiing  tenafes  nmy  dis- 
pute the  palm  even  with  the  Ilussian  beauties. 
Those  advanced  in  years  appeared  to  our  author 
to  form  the  ugliest  sight  he  had  ever  beheld; 
which  he  imputes  to  their  slovenly  habits  and 
perpetual  drinking.  The  only  occupatkm  of 
these  Tartars  are  hunting  and  breeding  of  horses. 
They  have  not  the  least  idea  of  agricaltore;  and 
when  oflfered  bread,  would  scarcely  taste  it.  They 
are  a  pecqde  of  veiy  few  woids,  sad  a^iear  nei> 
ther  to  salute  each  other  at  meeting,  nor  to  bid 
adieu  at  parting.  They  acknowledge  a  mpwe 
being  under. the  name  of  Kutai;  but  their  chief 
worship  is  bestowed  upon  a  piece  of  wood  ctit 
into  the  mde  form  of  a  head,  whkh  they  place 
in  the  most  conspicuous  place  of  the  hut,  and  call 
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Ula^tai^  bedewing  it  occasionaliy  with  their  fa- 
voorite  koumiM.  Tbeir  hots  cMsist  mmSj  of 
spars  placed  conicallyy  and  covered  with  felt  or 
BkiDS.  The  article  whidi  they  are  most  anxious 
to  purchase  from  the  Russians  is  that  of  guns, 
for  one  of  which  they  will  give  a  horse  worth 
flfteou  nibles* 

.  Schangin  penetrated  to  the  highest  of  the 
ftreams  wUdi  form  the  Tscharyscb^  close  to 
whose  sources  were  others  descending  on  the  op>» 
poeite  side  of  the  moaotainst  and  fonning  the 
Katunia  and  the  Buchturna»  which  falls  into  the 
Irtjsch.   Here  they  touched  the  extreme  limits 

of  the  Russian  frontier;  and  one  of  the  mission 
having  gone  beyond  the  rest  to  fish  in  one  q^l  the 
streams,  came  upon  a  Chinese  patrole  of  S5  men. 
They  put  many  questions  to  him,  pointing  parti- 
oularly  to  Scbangin's  tentr  which  was  set  up  on  a 
height  at  some  distance  y  but  the  Russian  know- 
ing nothing  of  their  speech,  coald  give  no  reply. 
They  then  made  a  jeering  comparison  between 
his  torn  clothes  and  the  comfortable  silk  dress 

which  they  themselves  wore.  At  length  the  chief 
.  held  out  his  tobacco  pipe^  when  the  Russian,  ac- 
tuated by  an  old  antipathy  of  his  nation  to  that 
substance,  instead  of  accepting  it,  drew  out  a 
cross  and  held  it  before  bim^  which  caused  a 
loud  laugh  from  the  opposite  party*  They  then 
proceeded  towards  the  tentf  but  on  tiieir  ap- 
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ptonehp  the  CoMcto  iet  up  a  loud  ^  MMm^ 

KUtiVih  at  which  the  Chinese  took  fright,  and 

fan  A va]r»  to  the  ffiwt  ff^gnst  of  our  aiit^  whp 

wished  to  have  held  some  cpnfereoce  with  th^ 
people. 

Thx  zeal  of  the  Eussian  govermneot  for  the 
uoprevemeiit  0f  it#  vest  dommieot,  eontinoed 
elill  uoabated*  In^  1790  a  new  expedition  was 
fitted  out  to  euiptne  whether  rhuberb  aod  other 

plants^  Qow  prpduQed  ia  perfection  only  upon  the 

Cbieeio  eod  Ikrter  fiontter  of  Siberia,  could  not 

be  advantageously  transplanted  into  some  part 
of  the  Riiisian  tenitory^  .Sisraea.  has  ghrea  a 
lively  narrative  of  this  journey.  They  travelled 
at  full  speed  iron  Moscow  to  Xrhntskt  a  Mistance 
i>f  Dearly  4000  miles,  betvtao  the  lath  Fdmuuy 
and  the  S6tk  April.  Theicngth  of  this  period  is 
ascribod  to  the  bad  roadsp  oceasiotied  by  the 
melted  ^now  i .  iot  the  journey  has  l^een  known 
to  be  perforiMd  in  less  f  hao  a  mootfa. 

Irkutsk  i$»  next  to  l  obolsk,  the  largest  city  ia 
fiiberie,  aod  eonteins  iao^iXX).  soahu  It  had  been 

considerably  improved  in  the  course  of  the  last 

twenty  jiean.  B<»id<»  seauaviw  of  «da. 
cation,  it  contained  a  small  library  and  coUec^iOB 
of  natural,  hifitory.  It  even  supjportcd  a  iheatre^ 
where  were  exhibited  pieces  of  natiire  productioo; 
that  were  pretty  tolerable.  The  newest  literature 
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and  musk  of  Europe  Were  transported  thither  by 
the  military  offiomft  who  w«ra  CQiitioiiaiJy  gouig 
and  returning, 

Smvexs  now  piooeeded  to  sail  acroa»  the  HaUuL 
He  was  deeply  struck  with  the  appetrmce  of  the 
Ai^(arat  istuiiig  out  as  by  an  immense  moimUin 
gate»  fiwir  w  fi«e  Jules  broad*  and  tened  by  tbe 
most  stupendous,  walls  of  rock.  He  observes,  that 
ali  the  piaces  rouad  tfata  sea  ans  subject  to  slight 
earthquakes,  and  thinks  it  probable  that  its  own 
deep  bed  must  bam  beea.  formed  by  some  great 

convulsion  of  this  nature.  Its  depth  is  such  that, 
ill  tbe  middie»  a  line  of  4M  £Eitboiqs  has  been  let 
down  without'  finding  the  bottom.  Its  water  is 
the  purest  in  the  world*  containing  only  a, very 
email  portion  of  calcareous  earth*  and  so  dear* 
that*  at  the  depth  of  four  fathoms,  the  smallest 
stonea  may  be.siseQ*  The  author  bad  a  delight, 
fill  sail  across  it  in  a  fine  moonlight  night.  Tbe 
mf^emiace  of  the  banks  was  contiiiuaUy  changing* 
and  presented  successively  deep  meadows,  im* 
esensely  bi^  walls  of  rock  dipping  into  the  water* 
high  granite  peaks,  and  smooth  summits  clothed 
with  pines  and  verdure.  As  morning  dawned* 
he  foundliimself  in  the  bay  in  which  is  ntoiited 
the  Possolskoi  monastery*  the  usual  rendes^youa 
of  the  Russian  embasnes.  Tbe  country  was  now 
peopled  by  a  mixture  of  Bussians  and  Mongols^ 
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after  sone  days  spent  in  observing  wkam^  be 

sailed  up  the  Yenisei  to  Kiaohta. 

The  observations  of  our  author  on  Kkcbla 
add  nothing  to  the  information  of  Pallas ;  but  be 
forfloed  eo  aoqunntance  with  the  J3imdkUi'<JLa$mif 
the  great  head,  as  to  this  part  of  Asia,  of  the  re- 
ligion of  ik)odb«  iie  was  allowed  to  enter  the 
great  temple,  where  he  fimnd  dwot  m  hundfed 
priests,  clothed  in  red,  and  seated  in  successive 
rows.  For  the  high  priest  there  wae  erected  a 
laity  and  splendid  throne,  which  he  ascended 
.only  upon  particular  occasions,  and  beUnd  which 
was  the  altar,  on  which  were  placed  the  images 
of  the  great  gods,  while  those  of  inferior  rank 

Mere  arranged  in  rows  along  the  walls.  Before 
•these  august  deities  were  placed  brazen  bowls 
with  rice,  brandy,  and  other  victuals ;  and- some- 
times, on  particular  occasions,  they  were  served 
with  a  hen,  or  even  a  sheep  dressed  whole.  He 
confirms  fully  tlie  report  of  Turner  as  to  tiie  im- 
mense extent  of  the  system  of  noise  on  which 
these  devout  persons  proceed.  Bells,  kettle- 
drumst  trumpets  eight  feet  iongt  huge  searooncbi^ 

and  other  instruments,  unite  in  producing  a  sound 
truly  thundering  and  tremendous.  Their  wor* 
ship  is  performed  by  putting  both  hands  to 
their  breast,  and  then  falling  flat  on  their  faces. 
Their  prayers  are  long,  and  were  said  to  be  pot 
up  for  the  welfare  of  all  mankind^  and  of  all  the 
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unfortunate!  without  difference  of  religion.  The 
Lama  gave  our  author  an  entertainment,  at  wbidi 
were  presented  first  tea,  then  milk-brandy,  then  a 
lamb  newly  killed  and  roaBted  on  a  wooden  spit, 
then  sour  milk,  and  last  of  all  tea  again.  He  re- 
sided in  a  house  built  of  wood  in  the  Russiati 
manner,  surrounded  by  a  number  of  felt  tents  to 
be  used  upon  occasion* 

Sievers  now  proceeded  to  fulfil  the  main  object 
of  his  mission,  by  ascending  the  great  ridge  of  the 
Yablonoy  mountains,  a  continuatkNi  of  the  Altaf,' 
which  rises  at  a  little  distance  to  the  east  and 
south.  He  found  the  country  and  people  be» 
coming  gradually  ruder.  Even  the  Russians  had 
betaken  themselves,  in  a  great  measure,  to  a  no^ 
madic  life,  though  the  example  of  some  Polish 
colonies  had  led  them,  and  even  the  Mongols,  to 
appreciate,  in  some  small  degree,  the  benefits  of 
agriculture.  At  a  village  of  Koroko&koi,  he 
found  himself  at  the  farthest  point  to  which  wag- 
gons could  travel,  and  was  obliged  to  place  all 
his  baggage  upon  pack-horses,  and  lay  in  a  stock 
of  rye  biscuit,  the  only  provision  which  could  be 
conveniently  canied  over  these  wilds.  Ibr  two 
or  three  days,  however,  they  still  found  inhabited 
qpots,  where  they  could  rest  for  the  night ;  but 
at  length,  in  passing  some  Mongol  huts,  Sievers 
was  warned,  that  he  must  bid  adieu  for  some 
mooths  to  all  human  habitation.  When  night 
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overtook  them,  his  companions  cut  down  branches 
of  trees,  and  in  half  an  hour  built  four  houses 
sufficient  to  keep  out  the  wind  and  rain,  and  to 
last  for  two  or  three  years.  Such  is  the  system 
of  all  tlie  hunters  over  these  mountains  ;  and  the 
author,  anticipating  in  his  correspondent  an  ob- 
jection to  this  waste  of  wood,  assures  him,  that  in 
this  branch  of  the  Yablonoy  alone,  there  is  as 
much  timber  as  in  all  Germany.  They  caught 
here  a  great  quantity  of  fish  by  a  very  simple 
process.  Three  men  went  by  night  to  one  of 
those  deep  ponds  where  the  river  has  little  cur- 
rent. One  of  them  held  a  burning  brand,  by  the 
light  of  which  another  struck  the  fish  with  a  large 
cane,  and  handed  it  to  the  third.  They  now  pe- 
netrated into  the  recesses  of  the  Yablonoy  by  a 
road  such  as  Sievers  had  never  seen,  and  which 
StruA  him  with  dismay.  Besides  its  ruggedness 
and  steepness,  it  was  crossed  and  encumbered  by 
numberless  trees,  either  withered  with  age,  or 
torn  up  by  the  tempests.  In  the  dreadful  hol- 
Ibws  which  they  had  to  Cross,  the  cattle  often 
sunk  so  deep  in  the  mire,  that  they  could  scarce- 
ly be  dragged  out.  In  some  part  of  the  track 
along  the  two  rivulets  of  Ossa  and  Kunalei,  the 
scene  was  truly  tremendous.  Above  appeared 
immensely  high  granite  peaks,  towering  naked 
above  the  woods,  with  ranges  of  snowy  summits 
o^er  all ;  while  beneath,  the  rivet  tt^as  roaring  in 
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a  deep  deftt  along  whi^b  thej  wdund  by  a  road 
^xcteflfvdy  Mrrbw.   A  pack-horae  once  fell»  but 

was  luckily  caught  by  trees  and  saved.   In  general 

tkeae  aDimak  pn»ceed  with  siirprisiDg  steadiaeM 
tiirough  these  perilous  piths.  A  great  ddnger 
which  besata  the  tuavelier  is^  that  he  may  mistake 
eoe  of  tfae  traeto  aiaae  by'  wild  beists  fot  the 
Saint  vestige  of  one  which  can  alone  lead  him 
acrota  tlMe  tnouiitiiQs.  He  is  then  aoeo  invblv* 
ed  in  an  inextricable  labyrinth  ;  yet  if  he  has  a 
betcbet^  gun^  powder  irncl  •  skott  he  mij  prdonre 
for  himself  belter  and  subsistence^  till  he  can 
acrtmble  to  sonie  human  babitatioa ;  otherwiie 
be  must  either  perish  or  be  devoured  by  wild 
beasts.  Our  author  had  with  him  a  guide^  who 
having  bunted  forty  yem  through  these  AlpSf 
was  intimate  with  every  trade  and  recess  through 
tbeir  wild  tknd  vast  extent. 

Through  these  tremendbus  Steeps  the  travellers 
at  length  reached  a  8|iot  marked  by  t#o  wnmi 
baths»  and  where  a  decent  cottage  had  been 
^cectedt  which  afibrded  them  a  acet  gnrtefol 
shelter.  These  springs  rise  amid  huge  granite 
Uecksp  iu  an  Alpine  meadow,  surrounded  on 
ivery  side  by  moilotaim^  glaciers,  and  huge  rocks 
having  the  form  of  ruins.  They  ascended  next 
d^^  the  highest  ridge,  ^beneetkey  bebeid  e  vast 
range  of  rocky  and  snow<*covered  peaks,  to  which 
m  timnder  slorm  give  a  teftible  grandeur;  Ha 
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now  began  his  descent,  which  he  describes  as  a 
series  of  horror  upon  horror,  so  that  what  be  had 

hitherto  experienced  appeared  mere  sport  in  com- 
parison. They  went  first  through  a  morass, 
which  could  not  have  been  passable  but  for  the 
great  quantity  of  ice  which  still  remained  upon 
it.  Our  author  deeply  regrets  that  there  was  no 
painter's  eye  to  observe  the  picturesque  and  va- 
ried forms  of  the  immense  cliffs  reflected  in  its 
waters.  The  predominant  form  was  that  of  a 
number  of  pyramids  uniting  into  one  summit, 
somewhat  in  the  form  of  an  apple  ;  to  which  in 
fact  the  word  Yablonoy  makes  allusion.  The 
rest  of  their  troubles  were  merely  those  of  the 
former  days  on  an  augmented  scale,  and  render- 
ed more  serious  by  the  addition  of  an  immense 
shower  of  rain.  At  length  they  arrived  at  a 
Simowie  or  cottage  on  the  banks  of  the  Tchiko- 
kan,  which  was  to  be  the  scene  of  some  extensive 
botanical  observations.  It  was  a  place  so  enclos- 
ed by  high  and  wooded  mountains,  that  they  ap- 
peared as  if  at  the  bottom  of  a  tower,  and  could 
see  only  a  small  portion  of  the  sky.  Here  Sievers 
found  the  rhubarb  growing  in  abundance,  but  re- 
fers to  official  communications  for  a  full  detail  of 
his  observations,  only  remarking,  that  the  plant 
which  grows  on  these  high,  cold,  and  wet  spots, 
is  rendered  useless  in  medicine  by  the  too  great 
moisture  of  its  root.    These  mountains  were 
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ibnnd  rich  in  rare  phntB ;  but  the  animal  world 
ggordathediiflf  motive  which  makes  them  ea  eb» 
jcct  of  resort  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
{dein8»  Amoog  their  wild  teoaatt  he  notices  the 
Arctic  bear,  which  is  taken  by  the  following  pro* 
cess.  A  Jail,  or  small  wooden  hut,  is  erected,  ia 
wbkh  a  piece  of  tarrioo  ia  placed.  The  door  ia 
made  only  three  feet  high ;  and  when  the  bear 
aloops  to  enter  it,  the  hunters  throw  on  him  from 
behind  a  machine  composed  of  enormous  wooden 
loUeriy  wluch  onish  Um  to  deaths  without  de» 
stroymg  the  skin.  Our  author  enumerates  also 
several  species  of  the  stag,  the  musk  cat*  the 

wolf,  the  fox,  the  hare,  the  sable,  the  dshiggetei^ 
the  wUd  hog,  the  wolf,  the  squirreL 

It  was  formerly  the  custom  among  the  Russian 
hunters  to  unite  in  associations*  which  chose  as  a 
commander  tfie  eldest  and  most  experienced* 
This  person  appointed  to  each  his  task,  rewarded 
lihose  who  did  well,  and  belaboured  with  cudgela 
such  as  failed.  Every  morning  at  breakfast*  it 
behoved  each  hunter  to  tell  his  dream*  accooding 
to  the  chiePs  interpretation  of  which*  he  was 
either  carried  to  the  bunt*  or  left  on  guard.  At 

present  these  grand  associations  have  been  given 
up*  and  such  as  are  formed  crasist  only  in  aa 
agreement  to  share  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  which 
every  one  is  left  to  carry  on  in  the  manner  most 
agreeable  to  him. 

VOL,  III.  H  h 
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'  From  the  Yablonoy,  Sievers  returned  to  Kiachta, 
and  thence  to  the  banks  of  the  Irtysch.  In  179^ 
he  made  an  excursion  into  the  steppe  of  the 
KirghiseSy  still  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  and 
examining  the  rhubarb,  with  a  view  to  trans- 
plantation. There  is  no  name  more  terrible  in 
Asiatic  Russia  than  that  of  the  Kirghises,  from 
their  numerous  predatory  excursions  which  they 
make  upon  the  frontier.  Sievers,  however,  pro- 
vided himself  with  a  body  of  Cossacks  and  guides, 
to  the  number  of  twenty-two,  who  being  well  pro- 
vided with  fire-arms,  could  make  head  against 
two  hundred  Kirghises,  a  people  of  robbers  rather 
than  warriors.  He  had  also  Russian  and  Tartar 
passes  from  the  governor  of  Tomsk,  which  were 
sufficient  to  secure  him  from  any  molestation  on 
the  part  of  the  Princes.  lie  found  thus  no  diffi- 
culty in  penetrating  to  the  mountain  Taragobatoi, 
near  the  lake  of  Nor  Saisan,  and  the  loftiest  part 
of  a  chain  branching  from  the  Altai.  The  party 
had  travelled  more  than  a  hundred  miles  ere  they 
saw  any  trace  of  cultivation  ;  and  on  their  disco- 
vering a  few  acres  under  tillage,  the  Russians 
insisted  that  some  of  their  countrymen  must  by 
some  accident  be  there.  The  Kirghises,  however, 
on  being  interrogated,  declared  that  it  was  all 
done  by  themselves,  and  was  even  pretty  common 
in  this  part  of  the  steppe,  though  the  manual 
labour  was  entirely  performed  by  slaves,  a  ge- 


nuifie  Kiq^yse  oonsideriog  any  such  occupatiM 
M  ftr  beMftth  km  Hgmty.  TOm  phm  UmmA 

this  great  mountain  range  is  considered  by  Sievesf 
m  the  nKMk  dcUgblfiil  tMuntr  mndviM  ui  tht 

world*    It  displays  the  most  rich  vegetation,  and 

•I  tbft  aame  kim«  eojoya  tbe  iMrt  mugaificMl 

alpine  prospect  The  snow  which  lies  on  the  tops 
aiid  in  the  hollows  q(  tlie  auMintauBs,  pcoducM  « 
eooloesi  wUefa  prevMto  the  pfodiictioo  pimmom 
or  tXQublasome  insects. 

Sierm  sought  here  everywhere  hi  win  fiir  the 
gesinne  rhubarbt  instead  of  which  he  waa  pii^^at* 
ed  always  with  a  spurieus  kind  called  rkmmSHm 
rium*    He  had  an  opportunity^  however,  of  obn 

Mrviqg  the  manners  and  ehaiaicter  ef  the  KkgUee 

horde.   His  impression  was  unexpectedly  favouis 

abie»  and  he  even  prefem  them  to  aU  the  ethen 
Nomadic  tribes  of  Asia.  The  Kirghise,  be  ad^ 
nuts,  like  a  wUd  beast,  gives  himself  up  to  overy 
aataital  instinct.  He  is  inclined  to  thievingt  andk 
like  a  chiid»  wishes  to  have  whatever  he  aeesk 
The  poseesshm  of  herds  above  atl  appeeie  to  Im 
to  CQiurtitute  tiupreme  felicity.  To  obtain  ^tm^ 
he  seta  out  on  his  robberiesi  to  defeod  (henb. 

whenever  it  is  dark  he  collects  the  whole  in  his 
jfourt^  takes  his  pike*  and*  alternately  with  etheiSih 
rides  round  it  during  the  whole  night,  accom- 
panied by  his  dogn,  who  keep  up  a  constent  betk- 
to  frighten  the  welf«  He  stende  in  Kttfo 
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awe  of  his  prince,  enters  his  court  with  few  com- 
pliments, sits  down  and  smokes  bis  pipe.  If  any 
presents  are  brought  while  he  is  in  the  apart- 
ment, he  expects  a  share,  and  will  even  help  hinv 
self,  if  there  should  be  a  delay  in  oflFering  it. 
Our  author  compares  him  to  an  English  squire, 
according  to  the  idea  formed  from  Western  in 
Tom  Jones.  His  passion  rages  with  the  fury  of  a 
wild  beast,  but  it  is  soon  succeeded  by  gentleness 
and  good  humour.  Sievers  assures  us,  that  by 
dint  of  courtesy,  and  a  few  presents,  he  found 
himself  treated  as  the  best  of  friends.  He  bad 
only  to  enter  a^owr/,  take  his  seat,  draw  out  his 
pipe,  present  the  landlord  with  a  pennyworth  of 
tobacco,  and  the  lady  with  a  thimble  and  two 
needles,  and  from  that  moment  every  thing  in  the 
house  was  his.  The  host  would  be  his  guardian 
in  every  danger,  and  the  hostess  treated  him  as 
if  he  had  been  a  son.  Drunkenness  is  by  no 
means  so  prevalent  as  it  generally  is  among  the 
Asiatic  Nomades.  When  offered  brandy,  they 
merely  put  it  to  their  lips.  Their  favourite 
drink,  as  in  the  time  of  the  earliest  travellers,  is 
koumissj  which  our  traveller  extols  as  a  most 
agreeable  and  wholesome  liquor,  and  only  slightly 
intoxicating.  --.^  * "  ' 

--'F.  G.  GiORGi,  who  accompanied  Pallas  in  his 
great  expedition,  afterwards  drew  up,  from  the 


Dici 


obienrttioiis  tban  made/  and  frooi.  offidai  doeii^ 

ments,  a  general  description  of  the  Russian  em- 
pire, the  best  of  any  yet  published*  from  this 
work  we  shall  extract  the  following  statistical 
facts  relative  to  Siberia* 

Siberia  is  divided  into  two  great  govenimeiits» 
Tobolsk  and  Irkoutsk ;  the  former  of  which  in- 
cludes all  its  western,  and  the  latter  all  its  eastern 
regions.  Of  these,  Tobolsk,  comprehending  the 
vast  tracts  extending  along  the  banks  of  the  Obi, 

Irtyscli,  and  Yenisei,  includes  the  largest  propor- 
tion of  rich  and  cultivated  land.  By  the  enume* 
ration  of  1801^  it  contained  629,422  inhabitants, 
of  whom  300,321  were  male,  andoiG,098  female. 
Of  these  2017  were  Mongols,  17,236  Ostiaks, 
273  Tschuwashes,  ^936  Bucharians,  1993  Tun- 
gouses,  2581  Yakoutes,  3302  Samoiedes,  308 
Jukagirs.  This  does  not  include  the  Cossacks, 
who  are  about  22,000,  nor  several  tribes  of  the 
wandering  Tartars. 

The  government  of  Irkouisk  includes  some 
fertile  territory  on  the  southern  frontier,  and 
around  the  Baikal,  but  by  far  the  greater  portion 
consists  of  vast  and  frozen  deserts.  Its  extent 
being  vast,  however,  its  population,  in  1801,  was 
Ibund  to  be  4^1,934,  of  whom  208»793  are  male, 
and  207>l144^  female.  Among  these  there  arc,  of 
]3urats»  49f76^  male,  and  47,932  female  ^  of 
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Mongok,  571s  male ;  Tits^uaes,  oialet 
mi  llt014  feaiale ;  Yakoutes,  wuirn,  mA 

4I9607  female;  Jukagirsy  46(3  malei  and  ISS 
£MHrie}  Korialu^  9(K> imk^  and  77i> itiMle. 
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LIST  OF  AUIUOaillES  AM>  IMPORTANT  WORKS  RELATING 

TO  ASIA** 

B^1%e  Booh  mem^aned  under  each  ChapUr  afUr  tie 

mark  <]  are  such  OS,  though  possessed  of  merit,  it  has  not  been 
aomistent  xmth  tiu  plan  and  limU^  of  the  work  to  analyze, 

* 

INTRODUCTION. 

CUAPTEB  I.— The  Amcibmxs. 

Uiiiu>ooTii«»t  India,  Uih      8c/tSua>  lab.  ir« 

CURTius,  Q.  R.  de  Rebus  Gestis  Alexandri  Magoi. 
Arrian,  Expeditio  Alexaiidri  et  Historia  Indiciu  The  laa^ 
iorl'fd^  the  Voyage  of  Nearchus. 
VivcsKTy  Dr,  Periploi  of  Nearchui.  4tOb  LondoD,  1797* 


•  la  tliit  Ikt  thfi  object  hu  baeo,  to  idopt  ftudh  an  ■mngaosnt  9Bnm^ 
ihihit  iSn  wihoritiM  on  'wbidi  cidi  portioii  oTthiv  wmk  w  feiuids^i  wlAi' 
wi» lh>  □■■prily  4tlmtSb»g  ib»  aiifgin  wtt  iiftumuM i  MdafcteiiiM 
timt  to  ohibit  a  lyrffirittif  BBilif^i^^y  of  et  lilt  «f  anpslvt  mnfci 
l»|«liiylp<hcdMfewBtwgioiu  of  tfartcoatimpt. 

f  It  U  not  conceived  necessary  to  gitc  the  fditiknM  fi  t))f  (  Jmirgj,  whicb 
maj  b«  fotind  in  any  bibliografriucal  wotk. 
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Strabo,  India,  b.  xt. 

DioDORUS  SicuLus,  b.  ii.  ch.  7. 12, 13. 

Arrian,  Periplus  Maris  Erythraei.  By  itself,  and  in  Hud- 
son's Geographi  Graeci  Minores. 

Vincent,  Dr,  on  the  Periplus  of  the  Erythraean  Sea.  Vol. 
ii.  4to.  London,  1805. 

Ptolemabus,  Geographia — Bactriana,  &c,  b.vL  di.  11, 12» 
IS.  Scythia,  b.  vi.  ch.  14, 15.  Serica,  b.  vi.  ch.  16.  India* 
b.  Tii.  ch.  1,  2.  Sins,  b.  vii.  ch.  S.  Caravan  route  through 
Asia,  b.  i.  ch.  12. 

Plinius,  Historia  Naturalis,  b.vi.  chap.  17— -22. 

MxLA  PoMPONius,  b.  lii.  ch.  5,  and  7. 

D'Anville,  Antiquite  Geographique  de  Tlnde.  4to. 

— ^—  Sur  la  Serique  des  Anciens,  avec  une  carte. — Li- 
nitesdu  Monde  connu  des  ancien8,'ayec  une  carte  (Academic 
del  Belles  Lettres). 

GossELiN,  Geographic  des  Grecs.  4to.  Paris. 
'  Geographic  dei  Anciens.  Tom.  iii.  and  iv.  4to. 

Paris,  1814. 

CHAPTER  II — The  Arabians. 

Aboulfeda,  his  great  geographical  work  exists  only  in 
Arabic  and  in  manuscript;  the  Descriptio  Mavarelnahar  et 
Chorasmiae/'  by  Gravius,  and  the  Arabia  (Arab.  Lat.),  are  in 
Hudson's  Geographi  Graeci  Minores ;  the  Al  Send  and 
Al  Hend  (Hindostan)  are  translated  by  Thevenot  in  his  collec* 
tion. 

Edrtst,  Geographia  Nubiensis  Arab.  Lat.  per  G.  Sionitam 
et  J.  Hesronitam.  4to.  Paris,  1619.  The  Ar&bic  was  printed 
at  Rome,  1592. 

Ebn  Haukal,  Oriental  Geography,  translated  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Ouseley.  4to.  London,  1800. 

Ibn  al  Vardi,  Bakoui,  &c.  See  Notices  et  Extraits 
deb  Manuscrits  du  Roi  de  France.  Tom.  ii. 
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Andennet  fdatMnt  6m  Indet  «t  de  Ui  Cliiiia  tone  Voja* 
gtmMahonelani  qui  j  alldmt  dun  le  ntimeme  rndfl^  tr** 
dnitci  de  I'Anbe  par  I'Abbe  Bemradot.  Svo.  PtariB,  1718. 

Benjamin  of  Tudela,  Itinerarium,  ex  versione  Montaid* 
8to.  Piantin.  1575.   Leyden,  Elzevir,  1633. 
In  English.  12nio.  London,  1783. 
■   ■      Extracts  in  Purcfaaf »  Harriiiy  FinkerUmy 

BOOK  L 
CHAPTER  L 

AftCiLiH  and  Carpini.   The  narrative  of  tlieir  joumeyi 
waa  fim  printed  in  VinceMiu  Burptndi  Speadum  BHUallmcM 
MunM  9m  Specdum  fiuutmpUs^  10  tolt.  f6L  Argentoratit 
(There  is  a  very  early  French  translation  in  5  volt.  foL 
under  the  title  of  Miroir  Historial).  ' 

Opera  dilettevole  ad  intendere,  la  qualii  contiena 
did  Itineiarii  in  Tartacia.  41a  Yempe, 

■  An  Engliih  tranilation  of  Carpini  in  HacUujt* 
nHilch  wants,  however,  two  chapters.^ 

A  French  translation  in  Bergeron  Voyages  (la 
Haye,  1735}»  contains  th^  two  chapters,  as  well  as  the  relation 
of  Aioelin. 


CHAPTER  U. 

RuBRUQUis.  The  narrative  of  this  traveller,  partially  pub- 
liibed  by  Haddojt*  it  given  complete  by  Purchas  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  third  TolmnOi  and  copied  or  abridged  in  moat  ef 
Hie  subsequent  coUectiens* 


^  InilMqiiolilioManoqglioiit^  ^Mri(,  mm  ti  finlpi  wm/kg,  H  kit 
been  not  unusual  to  make  um  of  tba  old  £n|^idi  trMiilitimn  At  knguago 

of  which  possesses  a  force  and  naivete,  whidi  gires  Uie  si^rit  of  dwae  aarij 
narrativca  battef  than  would  easily  be  done  in  tb«  En^Usb  of  the  prMCnt  dar* 
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CHAPTER  UL  . 

Makco  Polo,  delle  maraviglie  del  tnondo  da  lui  vedute  o 
Viaggi,  &c.  fol.  Venice,  1496.  Ibid.  1508. 

— —  In  German,  Nuremberg,  14?7). 

In  Spanish,  with  a  treatise  by  Rcgio  on  the  coun- 
tries visited  by  Marco  Polo.  fol.  Seville,  1720. 

— —  In  French.  4to.  Paris,  1556. 

 In  English,  fol.  1579. 

—  Translated  into  English,  with  ample  notes,  by  M^il- 
liam  Marsden,  F. R.  S.  (the  best  edition  yet  published)  4to. 
London,  1818. 

—  Inserted  in  the  Italian  collection  of  Ramusio ;  French 
translation  in  Bergeron ;  English  translation  in  Purchas,  Pin- 
kerton,  and  several  other  collections. 

CHAPTER  IV.         •  *  •  :  ?  S 

Oderic  dc  PoRTENAu,  dc  Mirabllibus  Mundi.  Inserted 
tinder  the  date  of  1318  in  the  Acts  of  Bollandus,  and  in  the 
Annals  of  Widingius ;  also,  with  a  translation,  in  Hackluyt'i 
collection. 

Mandeville,  Sir  John,  A  lytell  Treatise  or  Booke,  named 
Johan  Mandeuyll,  Knyht,  born  in  Englande,  in  the  towne  of 
Saint  Abone,  and  speakcth  of  the  ways  of  the  Holy  Lande 
toward  Jberusalem,  and  of  Maruyles  of  Inde,  and  of  other 
dyverse  countries.  London,  1499.  8vo. — 1503,  8vo.^I568, 4to. 
»i-1684,  4to.— 1725,  8vo. 

.       In  French,  very  rare.  Lyon.  Barth.  Boyer.  1480t 

■  Another.  4to.  Paris.  Jehan  Bonfon.  Goth. 

—  In  Italian.  Venice,  1497.  1537.  1567. 

'    ■  I         In  Spanish.  Valencia,  fol.  1540. 

 In  Hackluyt,  ed.  1589. 

RicoLD  de  Monte  Crucis,  Voyages  in  Tartaric/  traduits  en 
Francais  en  1351  par  Jean  le  Long  d'Ypres.    This  narrative, 
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which  M*  Malte  Bn»  ■emnt  to  tamUkt  M  uapnUlihedt  «d4 
probably  u  ]ott»  I  foinidy  with  ■msnl  other  curioni  ono,  in 

the  foUowiog  rare  work  in  the  collection  of  John  Reunie,  Egq. 

■  L'HiBtoire  plalsante  et  recreative  du  Grand  Em» 

pmur  do  Taitahe  nomme  io  Grand  Can.  ioU  bl*  L  ]528« 

CHAPTER  v.— AoB  of  Timur. 

Cf^Avrjo,  Historia  del  gran  Tamerlan  ;  ov  Itinerarfo  y  nar- 
ration del  viage  y  relacion  de  la  ambaxada  que  Kuy  Goncales 
do  ClaWjo  hiio  por  OMndado  dd  tenor  rey  Don  Henrique  el 
Tereeroy  de  Ceetflle,  en  anno  1408»  con  discono  de  Goncalet 
Argovn  dn  Meihia,  y  hi  vide  del  Tamerlan  escripta  por  PavHo 
Jovio.  Seville,  iol.  1262.  Very  rare.  R^rinted  Madrid 
1782.  ' 

ScHiLDTBERGER,  John.  A  short  anidyne  m  Fonter'a  Dia« 
covfriea  hi  the  Norths  p»  158^155.  I  haire  neter  been  ablo 
10  aee  the  boeh  llielfy  nor  even  its  title  and  date  m  any  call* 
logue. 

Shah  Rokh,  embassy  by.  In  the  collections  of  forster 
and  Aftley.    More  fully  in  Asiatic  Annual  Register. 

— — •  Ambaaiadei  redproquea  dei  Roii  dee  Indea  et  de  la 
Chine,  en  1418 ;  tiadidtea  du  Fenan,  arec  la  vie  de  ces  dew( 

Sourerains,  et  des  Notes  par  M.  Langles.  Paris,  1788.  8vo. 

CHAPTER  VI«.^SovTHKRN  CoASTa. 

PtnTOy  Afnan  Mendes,  Peregrinacanif  en  que  da  oonin 

de  nraytas  e  muyto  estranhas  chusas  que  vio  e  ovrio  no  reyno 
da  China,  no  da  Tartaria,  no  da  Sornam,  que  Tulgarmente  se 
chama  Siam,  no  do  Caiaminbam,  no  de  Pegu,  no  de  Martavan, 
e  em  outroa  mnytoa  reynos  e  lenhoriot  das  Partes  orientales. 
M.  Lirim,  1614.  Ibid.  176S. 

— ^  In  Spanish.  Madrid,  1627.  Valencia,  1645. 
'         In  Dutch.  Amsterdanii  1653. 
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FlNTOy  In  German.  Amsterdam^  167  Ir 

■  mm  In  FreDcli.  Paris,  1645. 

InEngKiii,  ioL 

Shabpst  and  Midplstoxw  In  Pitrchit't  F|IgfnM»  toLa. 

 Narrati?*  of  a  Voyage  to  Arabia  FeUx^  wiih  an  Ae* 

count  of  the  captivity  of  Sir  Henry  Middleton  at  Mocha.  8to. 
This  does  not  contaiD  Sir  Henry's  own  narrative,  which  ia 
Ibund  only  in  Purchas. 

Gramtbak,  Sir  Thomas.  Manuaerip^  HariMOf  475S. 
(British  Museum). 

ALBuaiiiiauui;  Coelho,  Antonio  de,  Goveruador  e  Capltaa 
General  da  Cidade  do  Nome  de  Deos  de  Macao  na  China. 
Jecnada  que  fez  de  Goa  ate  chegar  a  dita  Cidade  no  anno  de 
|718#  Eacrita  pelo  Capitao  Joao  Tnvam  de  Vellee  Giaer'* 
reiro.  Iteo.  Lisboa  Occidental,  1752* 

^  LixscHOTEN,  Joan.  Navigatio  et  Itinerarium  in  Iiuliam 
Oricntalem,  et  descriptio  totiui  Guineas  tractus,  Loangs,  An- 
golKt  et  Monomotapee,  insularumque  S.  Thoina^  S.  UekfMS^ 
Aacensionia,  nee  non  insuise  Madagascar,  aitnsqne  tenne  fir* 
nue  a  Bonie  Spei  promontorio,  usque  ad  mare  nibrmn*  Haga^ 
1599.  Amsterdam,  1614.  Also  in  de  Bry  (little  Voyages),, 
parts  2,  3,  4-. 

Euonas,  F*  Aies;andre  de.  Voyages  et  Missions  en  la 
Cbine  en  autre  royamnea  d'Orient.  Pari«,  ^uk  165d»  1666, 
168S. 

Hamilton,  Alexander.  A  new  account  of  the  East  Indies, 

giving  an  account  of  the  situation,  product,  manufactures, 
laws,  customs,  religion,  trade,  Hcc  of  all  the  countries  and 
islands  which  lie  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
laland  of  Japan.  S  vola.  8vo.  Edinbnigb,  1787.  London,. 
1747. 

Recueil  des  Voyages  qui  ont  servi  i  1  etablissement  et  aux, 
progres  de  la  Compagnie  des  Indes  Orient,  des  HollandoiSn 
publid  par  Conatantin.  5  toms.  8ro.  Amateidam,  1703-170&« 
10  toma.  Iteo.  1790. 
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CHAPTER  VIL^Tbs  Caspxav. 

JxNKXKSON,  JoHNSOKy  &c  appeared  first  in  UackJuyt,  pnrU 
Ij  copied  by  Furcbts,  Pinkerton,  drc  tnmiUned  la  Jhm^ 
BPl  nd  Becneii.det  Voyages  aa  Nord. 

CtTBSRO,  Peregrintdon  che  lui  hecho  do  la  mayor  parte  del 
Mondo,  D.  Pedro  Sebastiano  Cubero.  fol.  Saragossa,  1688. 

B£CKXWITZ»  Bbuce.  Memoirs  of  Peter  Henry  Bruce,  coo- 
taioiog  an  Account  of  hie  Travek  in  GenaaBy^  Eoatiay  Tar* 
tary,  ftc  4to.  iHrndon, 

£i»TOir»  Hahway,  Ac.  Historical  Aceoont  of  the  British 

Trade  over  the  Caspian  5ea,  with  a  Journal  of  Travels  from 
London  through  Russia,  into  Prussia,  and  back  again  through 
Russia  into  Germany  and  Holland;  to  which  are  added  the 

  ______  * 

Bevolations  of  Peina  dturiog  the  present  century,  by  Jonas 
Hanway.  8  vols.  4to.  London,  1758. 

^  Bei.l,  John,  of  Antermony's,  Travels  from  St  Petersburg 
in  Russia  to  several  parts  of  Asia.  2  vols.  4to.  Glasgow,  176S. 

HiSTOiRE  des  Decouvertes  faites  par  piusieurs  savans  yoy* 
ageurs  (Pallas,  Gmetin,  Guldenstedt*  and  Lepechin)*  dans 
lilosieofs  contreee  de  la  Russia  ei  de  la  Peiae.  vela.  ito. 
Hague,  1779.  S  ton*  4to.  Geneve^  1785r-6. 

CHAPTER  VIU«^BOM  India  oyiALAiiD. 

TsN&Bino,  Antonio*  The  only  copy  of  this  narrative  «faioh 
I  have  seen  Is  one  appended  to  the  folio  edition  of  Mendez 

Pinto,  published  at  Lisbon  in  1763. 

Bbkna&dimo,  Fray  Gaspar  de  Sap.  Itinerario  do  India 
por  Terra.  4to.  Lisbon,  161 L 

GoniiTBO^  P.  Manuel.  Relacao  de  novo  camino  que  fes  por 
terra  e  mar  da  India  pam  Portugal,  no  anno  1663.  Lisbon, 
Byo,  1665* 

CAnMM,  James^  Coi.  Observations  on  the  passage  to  ln« 
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dia  through  Egypt ;  also  by  Vienna  through  Constantinople  to 
Aleppo,  &c.  >to.  London,  1784>.  8vo.  1785.  . 

Campbell,  Donald,  of  Barbreck.  A  Journey  orerland  to 
India,  partly  by  a  route  never  gone  before  by  any  European. 
4to.  London,  1775. 

Taylor,  John,  Travels  from  India  by  the  way  of  Tyrol, 
Venice,  &c.  2  vols.  Svo.  London,  1799. 

f  Iv£s,  Edward,  Esq.  A  Voyage  from  India  to  England  in 
1754 ;  also  a  Voyage  from  Persia  to  England  by  an  unusual 
route.  4to.  London,  1773. 

Jackson,  John,  Journey  from  India  towards  England,  by 
a  route  commonly  called  overland ;  particularly  between  the 
rivers  Euphrates  and  Tigris,  through  Curdistan,  Diarbeck, 
Armenia,  and  Natolia,  in  Asia.  Svo.  London,  1799. 

CHAPTER  IX.— Thibet. 

Andrada,  Antonio,  novo  descubrimento  do  grao  Catayo 

ou  dos  reynos  de  Tibet.  4to.  Lisboa,  1626.  I  have  only  been 
able  to  find  this  and  some  similar  narratives  in  the  foIJowing 
work. 

NiKREMBERG,  Claros  varoncs  de  la  Compaahia  de  Jcsu, 
6  tom.  fol.  Madrid,  1643,  &c.» 

Grueber  and  Dorville.   Their  narrative  is  inserted  in 
Kircher's  China  Illustrata  (fol.  1667),  and  in  the  fourth  vo- 
lume of  Thevenot's  Relation  de  Voyages  curieux. 
f  De&idkri,  Lettres  edifiantes  et  curieuses,  tom.  xi. 


*  The  titles  of  the  volumes  are  fancifully  varied,  thus :  Ideas  de  Virtu4 
en  alguuos  claros  &c  Firroamcnto  religiose  de  Luzidos  astros  cn  algunos 
Sec  Honor  del  gran  Patriarca  San  Ignacio  de  Loyola,  &c.  (I645)«  Mdat 
exemplaresy  venerabiles  Memoriasde  algunos,  &c  (1647).  The  two  lastTO- 
lumos  are  by  Alonzo  de  Andrada,  and  are  entitled  Varones  illustres  in  San- 
litad,  Letras,  y  Zelo,  &c,  (1666 — 67).  In  the  king's  b'brary  I  had  an  ojh 
portunity  of  picking  out  the  grains  of  barley  from  this  immense  mass  of  Je- 
Cttit  chaff.  t  o  t 


gtan  regno  de  Thibet.   &vo.  Koiu%  i7S3« 

CHAPTER  X.— Ckntral  Asia. 
Pboolittt.      Fonte/t  Voyages  an  Nord}» 

Ch£SAud.  (In  Astlcy's  Collection). 

GoBZ.  This  Darrative  in  the  original  Portuguese  is  given 
hj  Nierembergi  (see  above).  There  is  a  Latin  translation  in 
tho  Chrittiana  ezpeditio  apud  Sinaa*'  of  Ricdo.  The  anib* 
Ijtea  of  Purchaa  and  Astley  are  very  slovenly  and  inaccurate^ 

Gerbillon,  in  Duhalde>  Description  Histori^ue,  &c.  de  la 
Chine* 

■ 

CHAPTER  XI. 

The  materials  for  this  chapter  are  generally  derived  from 
those  already  enumerated,  particularJy  under  the  first  chapter 
of  the  Introdaction. 

BOOK  21. 

CHAPTER  I^Eakly  Yotaobs  ta  Imbia. 

CosMAs  inDWQ^LRu&TEs.  In  Montihucon.  Collectio  Nova 
nilmin»Gnmnn(2ton.fol.ParU»i7(>5)»Gr*Lat»  Apart 
of  it  (Gr.  Fr.)  in  Themot's  CoUeotioQ. 

CoMTi,  Sto  Stbfano,   In  Ramusio's  Collection,  toou  L 

Abdoulrizack.  Translated  with  Notes  by  M.  Langlcs  in 
his  Collection  Portative  des  Voyages.  12mo.  Paris,  1805. 

BARTBBif  A,— Lttdoviciy  patriciii  Ronue  novum  Itinerarium 
Ethiopise^  ^STP^U  utriusque  Arabiaey  Perne,  Syrise  et  Indise» 
eitra  uhraque  Gangem.  fol.   No  date,  extremely  iaiB» 

-   Fol.  :Milan.  1511. 

■  In  Spanish  (with  the  name),  ioi.  Seville  1576* 

es 


Digitized  by  Google 


ifQd  AFFfiNDIXW 

BAMTRtM A9  in  RtmuM^  ton.  L  Biiglish  TTrrrfntHm,  fmSet 
tfie  name  of  Vertoiiynaiii»  in  ¥^UIit  nd  EdanV  Tlrmiw. 
4C0.1555. 

CHAPTER  Il^PoATuouMx  DifcoYS&r. 

Di  Barros,  Decades  IV.  de  Asia.  fol.  1552,  1602.  Conti* 
naed  by  Couto,  Decades  V-^XL  foL  (It  is  doubtful  if  the  foor 
last  Iwf  •  been  printed). 

■         Reprinted  in  15  toIs.  Itoo.  Lisbon,  1T77. 

Castanheda,  Fernan  Lopez  de,  Historia  de  descobrlmento 
e  conquista  da  India  por  ios  Portugueses.  8  tom.  foU  Coimbra* 
1552-^ 

— —  ItaL  by  UUon.  2  tom*  4to.  VenicOi  1578. 

f  Faria  ir  SousAy  Manndy  Asia  Fortugueaa.  S  toa.  ibL 

Uinm,  1666—75. 

OsoRiOi  Hieronynio,  de  Rebus  Emanuelis  Lusitaniss  regis 
TiTtute  et  auspiciis  gestis.  fol.  LisboSi  1575. 

CHAPTER  m.— FoETvouias  MiaaiowAnna. 

GuiMAHy  Historia  de  laa  missionea  che  ban  bedio  loaieli- 
giosoa  de  la  companbia  de  Jesus,  para  predicar  el  Santo  Etok 

gelio  en  la  India  Oriental  y  en  los  Reynos  de  China  y  Japon. 
2  torn.  fol.   Alcala,  1601. 

OniENTE  C0NQUI8TADO  a  Jesu  Cliristo  pelos  Padres  da 
eonpanbia  de  Jesn  da  Fkwrincia  de  Goa.  2tonDu4lo.  17UK 

Cartas  de  U  India.  1551, 1562, 1611* 

Mamriqub,  Itinerario  de  las  missiones  del  India  Oriental, 
ito.  Roma,  1653. 

CHAPTER  IV.»£iroLisH  EsiBAaalii,  >  V 

MiWBHHAtL,  Hawkins,  Ros.  In  ¥mdm^  itj^ffdU  Bo» 
more  fully  in  Cburdull's  Collection,  toL  L*  MiliiaMBda 

printed  separately.  4to.  1540.  v;    ; ri 
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CHAPTER  V^^HisciLLAMSoot  Tba vbls. 

Bbutoh^  William,  Newes  from  the  E«tt  Indieiy  or  Voyage 
to  Bengalla.  ito.  London,  16S8.  Reprinted  in  Oibome't  Col- 
lection. 

Graaf,  Voyaget  de,  Aio^t.  12mo.  1719 ;  and  in  Hbt.  Gen. 
des  Voyages. 

.Mavdzslq,  Joh*  Albr*  Morgeolandiiche  Reitebetchreibimg, 
mit  Adam  Olearius  Ammerkungen.  fol.  Schlcfwick,  1647* 
■  French  Translation.  Amsterdam,  1727. 

'  In  English  by  Davies.  fol.  1669. 

BfiRNiER,  Francis,  Voyages,  contenant  la  description  des 
Etata  du  Graod  Mogol  del  Indostan,  Ac  2  torn.  ISmo.  Amst. 
1699, 1783, 1725. 

— —  in  English,  1671— InMted  in  Otbome  and  Fin* 
kerton's  Collections. 

Tavernier,  {i,  B.)  Voyage  en  Turquie,  en  Ferse,  et  aux 
Indes.  6  torn.  12mo.  Paris,  (HoUande),  1692. 
Utrecht,  171S* 

y      —  In  Englidi.  fol.  London,  1678. 

Hodges  (William,  R.  A.)  Travels  in  India  during  the 
years  1780, -1  -2 -3.  4to.  London,  1793 — 1794.  Translated 
with  Notes  by  M.  Langies  in  his  Bibliotheque  Portative  des 
Voyagei.  Paris,  1805. 

HiBCAMP,  Jo.  Luc.  Historia  Misnonis  ETangelics  in  India 
Oriental!.  4to.  Halle,  1747.  Abridged  IVom  a  German  ir6rk 
on  the  same  subject,  in  13  vols.  4to. 

f  TaavsNOX  (Jean)  Voyage,  contenant  la  relation  dc  I'ln- 
dottstan,  des  nouveaux  Mogols,  et  autres  peuples  et  pays 
dea  Indes.  4to.  Paris,  1684. 

Dellow,  Voyage  bux  Indes  Orientales.  Amsterdam.  Ifilno. 

1699. 

— —  In  English,  with  his  account  of  the  inquisition  at 
Goa.  8vo.  ia99« 
VOL.  Ill*  I  i 
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Tafp  (David)  Flmfielmjabrige  Ortindiinitclw  RMe-bei- 
chreibung  von  i€ff!^lBB2.  j/to.  Hnumr^  1714* 

Gross  (John  Henry)  Voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  begun  in 
1750,  and  continued  till  1764.  8vo.  LoadoQy  1766. — French 
translation.  12mo«  Paris,  1758. 

TxmvTRALLSE  (P.  Joseph)  Historisch-GeogniiliiaGfae 
BesdireibuDg  von  Hindoftu,  ftc  herauigegeben  too  J,  Bet* 
nouilli.  2  vols.  8vo.  Berlin,  1786. 

■  .  In  French,  with  Anquetil  du  Perrou's  Eecherclies» 

and  Kennel's  map.  3  torn.  4rto.  1785. 

RsiiifiL  (James)  Memoir  of  a  Map  of  Hiwioetan^  or  dia 
Mogul  Empire^  witfi  an  Introduction  iUitttiadve  of  the  geegia- 
phy  and  present  diviaion  of  thai  country,  and  a  Map  of  the 
country  situated  between  the  borders  of  the  Indus  and  the 
Caspian.  8vo.  London,  17 88. 

■■■■       In  French  from  the  7th  edition,  Stoni.8v«.  1800t» 

CHAPTERS  VL  VIL  VUL-^Dsscaiptiox 

or  HlltOOSTA!!. 

AsiAXio  Reseajicubs  ;  or  Transactions  of  the  Society  in- 
lUUiled  in  Bengai,  for  inquiring  into  the  hiatecy  and  antiqui« 
tic%  the  art0»  tciencest  and  literature  of  Awu  IS  Tola.  4aq  and 

8to.  Calcutta — London  reprinted,  1799 — 1819. 

Asiatic  Annual  Rxoxstxa  for  1799  and  foUowing  yean* 
8vo.  London. 

Fifth  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Honaa  of 
Comnosf  on  the  affiurs  of  the  East  India  Company.  Oider- 
ed  to  be  printed  19th  July  1812.  1  large  fblio  Tolume. 

Papers  relating  to  the  East  India  Company,  ordered  to  be 
printed  3d  and  13th  June  1813.  2  vols,  folio.  Include  Mr 
Grant's  View  of  the  State  of  Society  among  the  Asiatic  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain,  Bfir  Strachegr's  Reporti»  Ac 

JowEs  (Sir  WiUiam)  Works.  8  vols.  4to.  179d— 1801. 
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BvcMMir  (nmr  Haniltoi)  Vmuk,  M,D*  A  Jmarney 
from  Madras  tfurougli  the  cotmtries  of  Mysore,  Canara,  aqd 

Malabar,  for  the  express  purpose  of  investigating  tlie  state  of 
agriculture,  arta,  and  commerce;  the  religion,  manners,  and 
cuttoma ;  the  hiitoffyt  natond  and  civil;  and  anti^tica.  3  vola. 
4ta.  LondoDy  1807* 

Mill  (James)  History  of  British  India*  3  toIs.  4te.  Lon- 
don, 1818. 

CoLEBRooKE  (H.)  Remarks  on  tlic  l^iia^iauiify  fod  com* 
mrrao  of  Peagal.  8yo.  L9iid(0B,  1 806. 

Valkhtia  (Lord)  Yoyagea  and  Travels.  3  vds*  4tp»  4  vols. 
8vo^ 

Graham  (Maria)  Journal  of  a  residence  iu  India.  4(9* 

£diju  m^ms. 

— Letters  on  India.  8vo.  Edin.  1815. 

WiLKia  (Col.  M.)  Uistorioal  Si^etchef  of  the  south  of 
Jodia*  3  vols.  4toi*  Idandeii,  v.  y. 

Dubois  (Abbe)  Description  of  the  character,  manners,  and 
customs  of  the  people  of  India.  4to.  London,  1817. 

Ward,  View  of  the  liistory,  religion,  and  literature  of  the 
Hindoos.  8  veil.  Svo.  3d£dtt.  2v<^3vo.  1817. 

Toss  on  the  Mahiattasy  (in  Anatac  Annual  Eegtster).  . 

BnouoBTON  (T.  D.)  Letters  i^ritten  in  a  Mahratta  camp 
in  1809.  4to.  London,  18 IS. 

J71T£6LAH£MCK  (Lt.  CpL)  Jo^rney  from  Xndi^  to  England. 
4to.  London,  1819. 

MAXfCOiiM  (Sir  John)  Sketdi  of  the  SiJUis.  Svo.  London, 
1819.   (Several  papen  on  the  subject  in  Asiatic  Researches). 

Tytlek  (Alex.  Fraser)  Conside rations  on  tiic  |jrc5UiL  puli- 
ileal  state  of  India.  2  vols.  8vo.  1815. 

BvcBANAH  (Rev.  Claudius)  Christian  Researchea  in  Asia. 
8vo.  London,  1811. 

Hamimcoji  ( WMter)  BMt  Indin  Gaaetiefr.  8vo.  London, 
ibij. 
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HahiltoVi  Geogtaphicftl  Dseeriptioa  of  Hiwio^ttuit  S  vols. 
4fd*  London*  IBSKK 

BOOK  in. 

CilArTEtt  I.— Thb  Himmalkh. 

Hasdwickb  (Capt.)  Nmntife  of  ft  Jonmey  to  Serini^. 
'Asiatic  Researches. 

Wx&B  and  Kaper,  Journey  to  explore  the  sources  of  At 
Gangei.  lUtL  vol.  x. 

CoLXBBooKB  (H.)  On  the  height  of  the  Himalft/ft  momilftutt. 
Ihid,  vol.  »• 

Mooiiciuu  r,  Journey  to  the  lake  Manasarowara  ia  Undct. 
Ibid*  vol.  xii. 

Quarterly  ReTicw  for  February  1820. 

FftAiSR  (J«  B.)  Otttline  of  hk  umitivo  id  Ediobiirgh  Fhilo* 
iophicftl  Jomaiy  No.  1. 

CHAPTER  U^Thsbbt. 

BooLBy  Account  of  Thibet,  containing  a  description  of  the 
mumm,  cottomay  religion,  and  commerce  of  the  inhehiunta, 
extmcted  ftom  his  papen  by  Mr  Stewart.  RiiiMOfliiad 
Tnmsftctionay  No.  67.  pare  9.  and  Aannel  Register  1778. 

TuRMER  (Samuel)  An  Account  of  an  Embassy  to  the  court 
of  Teshoo  Lama  in  Thibet,  containing  a  narratiTe^of  a  journey 
■  ihreugh  Bootan  end  part  of  Thibet ;  to  which  are  added*  mwi 
taken  upon  the  place  by  Lientenant  Samuel  Davis,  and  ob» 
servaliont  mineralogical,  botanical,  and  medical,  by  Bebert 
Saunders.  4  to.  Loodon,  1800. 

CHAPTER  IH^Nepal. 

GivsBPPB  (Father)  AccounI  of  Nepal,  inchiding  the  nam* 
tioQ  of  ita  mvaiioo  by  Pufthi  Neiauw— Asiatic  Rcseaidws, 

vol.  ii. 
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KiftKPATSiCK  (Col.)  All  account  of  the  kingdom  of  Nepal, 
bein^  the  substance  of  observations  made  during  a  mitsion  to 
that  country  in  the  ytai  1793  s  illustrated  with  a  map  and 
other  CBgnmagi.  4to*  Loadoii»  1811. 

HAMi&Toir  (tenerly  Buchanan)  Fhmcii»  If.D.  An  ac- 
count of  the  kingdoni  of  Nepal,  and  of  the  territoriei  annexed 
to  illis  dominion  by  the  House  of  Gurkha ;  with  engravings* 
Uo,  £din.  1819., 

CHAPTER  IV. — CouMTRies  west  of  India. 

FoRSTER  (Cicorgc)  A  Journey  from  Bengal  to  England, 
through  the  northera  parts  of  India,  Cashmire,  Afghanistan, 
and  Persia,  and  into  Rusaia  by  the  Caspian  Seai  3  vola^  4to. 
LondiNi»17M^  8to.1806. 

Elfsivstoii  (Monnt  Stewart)  An  Amnwl  ef  the  Idag' 
dom  of  Caubul,  and  its  dependencies  in  Persia,  Tartarj,  and 
India.  4-to.  London,  1815.  edit*  in  2  vols.  8vo. 

PoxTiNOBEy  Travels  in  Beioochistan  and  Sinde.  ito«  Lon- 
don. 

En^clopsdia Britanniiea» Sttppleaaenty  art. CaiilMil.  Asthia 
article  was  contributed  by  the  author  of  this  work,  he  haa 

taken  the  liberty  to  extract  a  few  pageti  verbatim. 

BOOK  IV. 

CHAPTER  I  Persia,  {^early). 

Zeno  (Caterino)  Coromentari  del  Viaggio  in  Persia  e  delle 
guerre  fatte  neir  imperio  Persiano  del  tempo  di  Uxan  Cassano^ 
dru  8vo.  Venice,  1558. 

Babbabo  (Josafiit)  no  ipparate  edilien. 

CoxTABZVi  (Anbnigio)  Viaggio  dd  Anbaaciatore  delln 
signoria  di  Venetia  al  Uxan  Caasan  re  di  Persia,  Ac.  lAno. 
Venice,  1543. 

The  above  three  narratives  are  printed  by  Aldus  in  one 
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•man  Bf6  r&kmf  MtMM,  Vkggi  find  ds  YkMg^  Ve* 
nice,  iM8-lM(b  lliey  M  alto  teeited  in  ihe  MlleclM  of 

Ramusio. 

Sherlet,  Sir  Antony,  Relation  of  his  Travels  into  Penia* 
4to.  1613.  Also  in  Purchas. 

Don  OakoIA  Db  StltVAi  CoriiDientarios  de  la  Bmbaxada 
que  del  perle  del  Rey  de  EisgmA  Don  Fliotipe  HL  Ufto  al 
Rey  Sdia  AImui  de  PMa.  Anno  1618.  AjMOit|^ 
(British  Museum). 

.  De  Rebus  Persarum  Epistola.  1619.  Spahani  exa- 

rata*  Antwerpiae»  1690u  This  letter  doea  not  contain  any  of 
the  partiddan  hi  the  above  MSb  nanative. 

Hannniiis  tlHHnai,  A  Relation  of  some  years  Tfwab  into 

Africa  and  the  Great  Asia>  especially  the  territories  of  the 
Persian  monarchy,  and  some  parts  of  the  Oriental  Indies,  and 
lales  adjacent,  fol.  London,  1634, 1635,  1665,  1667* 
In  Ereaeh,  by  Wiqneain,  M/^  i668. 

Olkabius»  Adani)  Mnakointiadhe  oft  begelirfe  B«Mliiei« 
burg  der  neuen  Orientaltsdien  Reise  an  der  Koenig  hi  Persien, 
(with  Mandeslo*8  narrative  appended).  Slcswig.  foL  1647* 
A  more  complete  edition  at  Hamburg,  1690. 

I    In  French,  by  Wiquefork       AmoHL  17S6. 

 InfingMi.  4M.  1609^ 

CBAnDiir,  Chev.  Journal  du  Voyage  en  Perse,  et  auz  Indes 

Orientales,  par  ]a  Mer  Noire,  fol.  London,  1686.  Tliis  edi- 
tion i^ontains  only  the  journey  from  Paris  to  Ispahan.  The 
deicription  of  Persia  never  appeared  till  the  following : 

Voyage  d6  M*  le  Cbernlier  Cbaiiin  en  Ferae^  ei  autici 
liens  de  rOrtenC  Amsl*  IOM[i*lftno.  1^11. 

■  Le  Meme.  Anitt.  4  torn.  4to.  1735. 

  Le  Meme,  augmentae  des  Notes,  &c.  par  M. 

Lianglet*  10  torn.  8vo.  avec  dee  planches  en  foye»  (The 
best  edition^* 

BnicBo,  Ambrogio— >inMorelli>DiiiertationreapectiBg  tobe 
learned  Venetians  who  are  little  known.  Ital.  Venice.  ft>l.  1804. 
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LsAVDRo,  Persia  ovm  semdo  Ti^o  di  F.  Leandvo  di 
Sto  CecOk  eanneHtano  tcalxOf  ddl'  Oriented  icritta  da  mede- 

«imo.  4to.  Roma,  1757. 

f  Valle,  Pietro  della,  Viaggi  in  Turchia,  Persia,  e  ladiflf 
{/dMLy  Persia).  4  torn.  4to.  Roina,  1G50, 1653»  1663. 

Bbutk^  Cora  le»  Journey  tbrough  Mutcovy  ^  Peim  and 
the  Bail  Indiest  (In  Duldi)*  Distinguished  hj  its  Taluable 
plates  representing  citiei  and  ruini. 

>  In  French.  Amst.  2  vols.  fol.  1718. 

In  English.  3voIi.fo].  1718. 
.  FjUkimur*  Willianii  Observations  made  on  a  Tour  from 
Bengal  to  ScbinuEy  with  a  short  aecoiint  of  the  remains  of  the 
celebrated  palace  of  Persepolis.  8vo.  London,  1790. 

Br.AucuAMP,  Voyage  len  Perse^    (Journal  des  Savans. 

CHAPTER  XL— P£RSIA,  (R£€£MX.) 

Malcolm,  Sir  John,  History  of  Persia,  frpiu  the  earliest 
ages  to  the  present  time.  2  vols.  4to.  1816. 

OLivia%  Voyage  cn  Perse.  2  vols.  8vo*  Paris,  1807* 

WAaxNG»  Scott,  Tour  to  Schirais.  4to.  1812. . 

MoBJUui,  James,  Jbumey  through  Persia,  Armenia  and 
Asia  Minor,  to  Constantinople,  in  the  years  1808  and  1809. 
4to.  London,  1812. 

,  JMacdonalx)  KiuuEiA,  John,  Geographical  Memoir  of  the 
Persian  Empire,  accompanied  by  a  map.  4to*  London^  1818- 
RiC0,  Claudius  James,  Memoir  on  the  ruins  of  Babylon. 
8yo.  London,  1815. 

^  MoRiER,  (J.)  Second  Journey  through  Persia  to  Con- 
stantinople, between  the  years  1810-16 ;  together  with  an  ac- 
count of  his  Miyesty's  embassy  under  Sir  Gore  Ouseley,  Bart. 
4to.  1818. 

OusBLEY,  (Sir  William)  Travels  in  various  countries  of  the 

£ast>  particularly  Peraiia.  vol.  i.4to.  1819. 
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Arculfus — ^WiLiiBALD^ — Berkard — ^in  MabiUon  Acta 
Sanctorum  Ordinis  .5.  Benedicti.  Seculum  Tertiuin. 

B0ULDE8ELL  (William  de)  L'bystoire  p]aisaiite»  Ac  Sea 
under  Rioold»  page  49L 

BaocQUtSBS  (Bertrandon  de)  Voyage,  first  poblirind  m 
the  Memoires  of  the  French  Institute. 

— —  la  English  by  Jobnes,  and  in  new  edition  of  Uaci^- 
luyt. 

BanoBirBACH  (Bern,  de)  Opus  tranmaripg  pengiina- 
tionli  ad  fepiilchram  Don 

MentK,  1486,  1541.  Spire,  1502. 

 In  French,  1 484,  1489,  1517. 

Baumgarten  (Martin)  Peregrinatio  in  JEgyptum,  An- 
biani)  Paletlinanit  et  Sjrian.  Nuremberg^  16Si»  ISlS* 

■         la  Engliihi  in  ChurdiiU'a  CoUectioii. 

GaoROBwiTB  (Bart.)  Voyage  de  la  Saiiite  Cite  de  Jema> 
leni,  avcc  Ics  ceremonies  des  Turcs.  Liege«  4to.  1600* 

Ald£RS£Y  (Laurence)  in  Hackiuyt. 

Sandys  (George)  Travela.  fol.  Londooi  1615»  1621, 167S; 
alio  in  Purchaa. 

f  RosActo  (Gioseppe)  Viaggt  de  Veneda  a  CoutaBtmo* 
poli,  c  per  mare  e  per  terra  insieme  quella  delia  Terra  Saota. 
4to.  Venice,  1518,  1598. 

ZuALLAEDO,  DevotiMtmo  Viaggio  de  Jeroaalem,  fatto  e 
deieritto  ranno  1586,  con  diiegiii  di  Varil  Luoght  di  Tana 
Santa.  8to.  Roma,  1587, 1595. 

AoRiCHOMiuSy  Theatrum  Terrae  Sancta:.  foL  Cologne 
1590. 

VsRA  (Juan  Caverio  de)  Viage  de  la  Terra  Santa y  dei- 
cripdon  de  Jeroaalem,  y  del  Saate  Monte  Libano.  Svew  Fm* 
peluoa,  161S. 

CoTovicus  (Joan)  Itinerarium  Hieroaolymitanum  et  Syiia* 
cum.  4to«  Antwerp,  1619* 
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Beooaedus  (Bomfintiiim}  FiiUettiBa  ihre  Doteripcio  Teme 

NoE  (Fr.)  Viaggio  de  Venetia  a1  Santi  Sepolcro  e  al  Monte 
Sinai.  8vo.  Venice^  1638,  1676.  Bassano,  1685. 

DoDBDAN  (M.  J.)  Voyage  de  la  Terre  tSainte,  enrichie  de 
%tttet^  4to.  iWf,  1661. 

Cbbeow  (Aime)  Agfe  de  piain  mngfi  aiity  RelatioB  d*UE 
Yejage,  (a  Jerusalem).  Flans.  ISttio.  1671. 

GoNZALKS  (D.)  Reisen  uach  Jerusalem.  2  vols.  4to.  Ant- 
werp. 

MoEisoii  (Sienr)  Relation  d'un  Tojage  notmUcmeEt  fait 
EE  MoEEt  Sinat  eC  e  Jernaalenk  4to.  Toe1»  17M. 
Rblawdvs  (Hadnan)  BideitiEE  ex  mooumentit  veteribiie 

illustrata.  4to.  Utreclit* 

CHAPTER  IV.— Asiatic  Turkey. 
£tDEBD  (John)  in  HEcklayt 

BiDDULPH  (William)  Travels  of  certain  Eiiglishraen  into 
farre  countries,  Africai  Asiay  Troy,  Bithyiiia»  &Q,  Svo.  Lon* 
don,  1609. 

PococKS  (Richard)  A  deacription  of  die  East,  and  of  sonse 
otiier  oountriea.  S  vola.  foUo.  1749,  1745,  1748.  (Reprinted 

in  Pinkerton's  Collection). 

 In  French,  6  vols.  12mo.  1772. 

Wood,  Ruins  of  Palmyra,  i'onaerly  called  Tadmor  ib  the 
]>aaert.  fol.  London,  1758^ 

— —  Rtfina  of  BudMt,  endentlj  celled  Heliopolis  or 
Codosyria.  fol.  1757. 

Chandler  (Richard)  Travels  in  Asia  Minor;  or  an  ac- 
count of  a  Tour  made  at  the  expense  of  the  Society  of  Dillet- 
tantU  12vola.4to.  Oxford,  1774. 

Ci*AEKB  (Edward  Dmid)  Thivda  m  wiotts  coontriei  in 
Europe,  Asia,  End  AfHciy  FM  11*  Sect  h  4to«  London, 
1812. 
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Macdonald  Kinneir  (John)  Journey  through  Asia  Mi- 
nor, Armenia,  and  Koordistan,  in  1813,  ISH,  with  renaarks 
on  the  marches  of  Alexander,  and  the  retreat  of  the  Ten 
Thousand.  8to.  1818. 

SsETZEN  (Dr)  In  Make  Brun,  Annales  des  Voyages. 

BuRCKHARDT  ( Johu  Lewis)  Trayels  in  Nubia.  4to^  Loo- 
don,  1819. 

f  Lucas  (Paul)  Voyage  au  Levant,  wrec  figures.  2  torn. 
12mo.  Paris,  1704. 

Maundrell  (Henry)  Journey  from  Aleppo  to  Jerusalem 
at  Easter,  A.D.  1697.  8vo.  Oxford,  1703,  1707,  17U,  &c. 
(In  Pinkerton's  Collection). 

Thevenot  (Sieur)  Voyage  au  Levant,  &c.  5  torn.  l2kno. 
Amst.  1725. 

Mariti  (Abate)  Viaggio  per  Tisola  de  Cipro,  per  la  Soria 
e  la  Palestina.  5  vol.  8vo.  Turin,  1769. 

In  French,  2  first  vols.  8vo.  Paris. 

 : —  In  English,  3  vols.  Svo.  1791. 

VoLNEY,  Voyage  en  Syric  et  en  Egypt,  pendant  les  annees 
1783,  1784,  et  1785,  troisidme  edition,  revue  and  corrigee  par 
Tauteur,  et  augment^e.  2  torn.  8vo.  1800. 

Chateaubriand,  Itineraire  de  Paris  ^  Jerusalem.  2  torn. 
Svo.  Paris,  1812.     ,  .         .  . 

CHAPTER  v.— Arabia. 

Niebuhr  (Carsten)  Reisebesqhreiburg  von  Arabien,  aus 
eigenen  Beobachtungen,  und  in  Lande  sclbst  gcsammlten, 
Nachrichten.  4to.  Copenhagen,  1772. 

 In  French.  4to.  Copenhagen,  1773.  And  at  Am- 
sterdam, (with  the  questions  of  Michaelis).  3  torn.  1776-80. 
This  last  edition  is  the  best. 

— — In  English,  2  vols.  8vo.  1799;  also  in  Pinkerton's 
Collection. 
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Valiktia's  (Lord)  VojagAt  ind  Timb  to  Indte,  O»sfloii» 
Abyninitt  the  Rtd  Sail  wii  EgypL  S  toll,  ito^  LMdon, 

1809. 

Sbbtzbm,  in  Malte  Brun,  Annalei  dcs  Voyages. 
.  Bavdia,  TnpreU  of  AU  Bey.  2  vols.  4to.  haoAm. 

f  La  RoQUBy  Voyage  dam  FAnbie  UeQmiieiiar  Teceift 
oitellaletledilteitdekM^  Rouge.  Itoo.  Pari%  1716. 

— Vojagc  fait  par  ordre  du  lioi  Louis  XIV,  ven 
ie  Grand  Emir,  Premier  chef  des  Arabes  du  desert.  i2ino. 
BMrj%  17I7«  (This  volume  contaioa  d'Anriaux'B  aceounl  af 
the  mansara  of  the  Bedouioa). 

BOOK  V. 
CRAFTER  I— Bastbrv  India. 

CxaAE  VnDwtaCt  Tfaiveli  through  India.  In  the  edition 

1606  of  Ramusio,  and  a  translation  in  Purchas,  vol.  ii. 

Balhi  (Gasparo)  Viarrpio  dclI"  indie  orientaii.  8vo.  Venicey 
1590.   In  Raiuusio  and  Purchas. 

SYHae  (M(ajor  Samuel)  An  acooont  of  an  embassy  to  the 
kingdom  of  Afa^  aent  liy  the  govcmor^geaaial  of  India  in  the 
year  1795*  4to.  London,  1800. 

BroRAiTAil  (Dr  Francis)  On  the  religion  and  literature  of 
the  ilindoos.    Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  vi'.' 

Taoham  (P.)  I^enner  Voyage  de  Slam  dea  P.  P.  Jesnilaa 
'«i^oyesparleRdii!iisIndes«taleC%hw.  Iteo.  PsBi%168& 
Second  Voyage*  liSmo;  FariB»  169ft. 

Chaumont  (Chev.  de)  Relation  de  i'ambas&ade  a  ia  cour 
de  Siam.  12mo.  Paris,  1687. 

LouBBRm^  DeKriptkn  du  teyaaoM  de  Siam.  t  foia*  Iftao. 
Antt.  1714. 

Bouri,  Chriitoforo>  Rekzione  della  nova  ndiaioiie  dei 

Padri  della  Compania  de  Jesu  nel  regno  de  Cucincina.  8vo. 
Roma,  IGSi. 


^08  AFP£NDIX« 

Bo&Ri  In  French.  8vo.  1631. 
■  In  Engltah.  4to. 

Babrow^  John,  A  vojage  to  Cocfaiii<-cliiiia  im  tkt  ytm$ 
179S  and  179S,  contatning  a  general  view  of  the  iFilnble  pro- 
ductions and  political  importmice  of  tliat  ilouri«lung  kingdom^ 
4to«  IiondoD,  1806. 
—  ■  ■  In  Ffoich  by  Matte  BrmL  S  vob.  8fe.  Fmkp 

1807. 

f  HuvTBftt  Waiiaas  M.  A.  Ceaeiaeeeeewitef  liie  kiagdem 

of  Pegu,  its  climate,  produce,  trade,  government,  and  inhabit 
tants.  Svo.  London,  1785. 

TuAFiN,  Histoire  civile  et  naturelle  du  Koyaume  de  Siam» 
et  des  revolntiont  qui  out  botilerera^  cek  enpae  jaaqu'eB  1770. 
S       Itao.  1771. 

Chapman,  Voyage  to  CochiiKcliuia  in  1778.  Aiiatic  An- 
nual Register  1801. 

HicHAaD  (Ahbe)  Uiitoire  natureile  el  civile  du  Timkio.  2 
▼oil.  ISno.  Bw§9 119$. 

CHAPXEKS  U.  IIL  IV^Chiita. 

'  The  Andradas  and  Pirbc  In  Di  Barros  Decada  iii. 
lib.  vi. 

MnmoxA,  (Jiaen  Gonnlee  de)  Hiatorin  de  laa  eoaaaaaa 
notables,  ritoaycoaCionbmdclgfnniejniodeUi  CUnay  cenun 

itinerario  del  nuevo  Mondo.  Rome,  1585.  Venice,  1588. — 
Mendoza*s  description  is  drawn  up  from  the  report  of  the 
Aiiguctinea»  f  ranciscans,  and  St  Ignatius ;  and  be  baa  append- 
ed a  nacrative  of  tbebr  adveatuns. 

Riooivs  et  TniQAiFTiuSy  De  Cbfistiana  expediliQiie  apud 
8iuaa,  suscepta  ab  sodetate  Jesu.  Au^gust*  Vind.  1615.  Lug- 
dun,  1616. 

«— in  French,  1617. 

—       Abridged  tranalation  in  Pureha%  toL  ii. 
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KAVAEiYSt  TntadMibiMMioofly  politteo^  4te«d«]an«iiiar- 
chiadeCluim.       Madrid,  1676,  (fare). 

Dutch  traimctioM  and  embaMiea  in  At|Iey's  CoUection, 
Tol.  iii. 

NuuiioFF,  John,  Embassy  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Com* 
pany  to  the  Great  Tartar  Kban,  tlia  £wptror  of  China,  (in 
Dutdi).  Amat.  1665. 

I      In  Frandi*  fbl.  Leyden,  1665« 

 In  Astley's  and  Pinkerton's  Collections. 

A  rdatiou  of  second  and  third  Embassies  from  the  East  In- 
dia Conpanjr  into  the  empire  of  China,  by  Amoldus  Monta* 
not  and  Jobn  OgiWy.  foL  London,  1670*  Iteialated  Ama 
Dapper  in  Dntdi.  fd.  Antt.  1670. 

Lecomte  (P.  Louis)  Nouveaux  Memoires  sur  I'^tat present 
de  la  Chine.  2  vols.  I2mo.  Pans,  1696,  1700,  170S* 

 In  English.  Sto.  1697—98. 

Deieriplion  Googiaphiqiie,  Hiatoriqae,  Chronologiqoe,  Poli- 
tiqne,  at  Physique,  da  Tenipire  de  Chine^  at  de  la  Tartarie 
Chinoise ;  enrichie  des  cartes  generales  et  particulicres  de  ce 
pays.  4  vols,  folio.   Paris,  17S5.    4to.  Hague,  1736. 

— —  In  English,  under  the  title  of  General  History  of 
China,  Chinaie  Tartaiy,  Corea  and  Thibet,  (with  sobm  addi- 
tions). 4r  vols.  Svo.  I74L 

■I        In  German.   Rostoclc.   4  vols.  4to.  1747. 

Lettres  Edifiantes  et  Curieuses  ecrites  des  missions  etran- 
geres.  26  torn.  12mo.  Paris,  1780.  Tomes  17«  to  26.  relate  to 
China.  The  narralifea  of  the  peiaecnttona  ate  given  ui  toaoMi 
19. 8S.  S4. 

MaMoimsa  concernent  Hiisteire,  let  selenoet,  et  les  arts 

de  Chinois,  par  Ics  missionaires  de  Pekin,  (chiefly  P.  Annot). 
15  vois.-4to.  Paris,  1775,  &c, 
'  Fiivt  Russian  Embassies,  in  Purchas,  vol.  ii. 
liBKAiin  Idbs*  Aecoont  of  bia  great  Joomey  to  China  in  the 
year  1692,  fWm  M oscoir  through  Siberia,  Daouria,  and  Great 
Tartary.   By  Adam  Brand,  ^iu  German).  Eraockfort,  1G97. 
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IsBRAND  Ides,  Io  French.  12nio.  Amst.  1699. 

Lanoe  (Sieur)  Jouraal  du  Voyage  de  Moscow^  a  Pekin,  tt 
dft  M  randence  m  b  coor  4»  Ciunt^  m  I7%i  ti  17S8.  ItoOb 
L^en,  1796. 

Dell  (John)  Travels.   See  abore,  p.  4'93. 

Staunton  (Sir  (iuorgL-)  Authentic  account  of  the  em- 
bassy from  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Emperor  of  China» 
taken  chiefly  from  tiie  papeia  of  Lord  MaaMieyy  Sir  £m> 
mus  Gowery  and  oilier  fsndemeny  m  the  ievend  depaitoaonf 
of  theambetiy.  2  yola.  4<o.  London,  1797.  ed.  in  9  volt.  8vow 

 In  French,  by  Castera.    4  vols.  8vo.   Paris,  1798. 
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joturney  through  the  eoontry  from  PMng  to  Canton ;  whereiR  ' 
it  is  attempted  to  appreciate  the  rank  which  this  extraordinary 
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1904. 
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■         In  Piranch.  Stoma.  foL  Haye,  1789*  S  tonuk  IteOi 

Amsterdam,  1732.  # 

I         Alio  in  Pinkerton's  Collection. 

Tbuvbero  (K*P«)  Tiavela  through  Europe,  Aria,  and 
Africa,  during  tha  yaaia  1770  to  1779  (in  Sirediah).  4  vak. 
8vow  Upsal,  178S— M»  Tha  twa  Uttt  Tolumai  relate  to  Ja- 
pan). 

—  In  English.  4  vols.  8vo.  London,  1794*. 
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ABDOULHisAt^K,  ambassador  from  the  court  of  Persia  to  that  bf 
India,  Bets  out  from  HeVfit,  arrives  at  Ormus,  account  of 
that  city,  ft.  ISi  Of  Calicut  and  it*  mhabiiants;  reception 
from  the  king,  Bisnagar,  descriptidn  of,  Reception 
of  the  embassy  by  the  king,  ^ 

Abulfeda,  his  description  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  district 
of  Mawarelnahar,  i.  54. 

Aden,  description  of,  i.  2^  Great  empoHura  of  Arabia,  ii. 
S3. 

Afghanistan,  country  of,  principal  river  in,  ir.  50!.    Climate  of. 
Prevailing  wind^  in,  503.     Animals  in,  5SA±  Agrictil- 

fui^,  S\0.    Commerce  of,  511. 
Aga  of  Mocha^  cruelty  and  treachery  of  his  conduct,  i.  269. 
Agra,  ancient  capital  of  Aurengzebe,  its  present  ruinous  state^ 

li.  22£L 

Alacananda,  one  of  the  tributary  streams  to  the  Ganges,  where 
the  junction^  takes  place,  ii.  S?)g. 

Albuquerque,  Antonio,  voyage  of,  between  Goa  and  Mac^o. 
diiSculttes  attending  his  journey  to  Madras,  i.  293.  Attacked 
by  a  party  of  mountaineers,  '297.  Arrival  at  Velur,  and  by 
whom  received,  228^  Perilous  voyage  of,  to  China,  299* 
Dispute  between,  and  the  Dutch  governor  of  Malacci^,  ^iXL 
Arrival  at  Gior  (Johore),  account  of  that  kingdom,  ?,0\.  Dan- 
ger to  which  he  was  exposed,  and  stratagem  employed  by, 
to  avert  the  evil,  302.  The  king's  agreement  to  his  demands, 
80^    Sails  for  Macao,  205. 

Alcocke  sent  by  the  London  Company  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing  up  a  commercial  intercourse  in  Asia ;  fate  he  met  with  on 
his  way  to  Schamachie,  i.  331. 

Aleppo,  account  of,  i.  410. 

Alexander  the  Great,  history  of  Ws  exploits,  5.  HL  InVades  the 
Scythians,  U.  Crosses  the  Induf^  and  conquers  Porus,  15. 
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Sails  with  his  troaps  down  the  Indus,  1^  Meets  with  a  vast 
desert  of  moying  sand,  IB.  Sends  Nearchus  with  an  explo- 
ratory armament  round  the  south  of  Persia,  L5.  Circum- 
stances in  India,  which  astonished  Alexander  and  his  officers, 
24.  Desire  of,  to  see  and  converse  with  the  Bramins,  26- 
Followed  by  Calanus,  an  Indian  Bramin,  29*  Returns  to 
Babylon ;  his  death,  and  among  whom  his  empire  was  parti- 
tioned, 30. 
Algebra,  progress  of,  in  India,  ii.  310. 

Amadabad,  extent  of  this  capital  of  Guzerat,  its  market-place, 

ii.  174.  Its  woods,  manufactures,  and  trade,  175.  Its  go- 
vernment, ib,  • 

Amasia,  birth-place  of  Strabo,  situation  of,  iii.  178. 

Amherst,  Lord,  embassy  of,  from  Britain  to  China,  iii.  342, 
Ceremony  of  the  Kotou,  34-3.  Banquet  given  to,  at  Tien- 
aing,  Difference  between,  and  the  emperor  of  China, 

347.  Departure  for  Canton,  and  treatment  on  the  journey, 
348. 

Andrada,  Antonio  d*,  mission  of,  from  India  to  Thibet ;  arrives  at 
Serinagur,  where  taken  for  a  Moeul  spy ;  his  description  of 
that  territory,  i.  425^  The  Himmaleh,  its  steep  ascent,  427. 
Crosses  the  Ganges,  428.   Arrives  at  Bhadrinath,  its  inliabi- 

.  tants,  429.  Reaches  the  summit  of  the  HimmaJeh,  432. 
Arrives  at  the  capital  of  Thibet,  422.  Interview  with  the 
ling,  434.  State  of  Thibet,  435.  Grand  ceremony  per- 
formed in  this  place,  426. 

Angora,  capital  of  an  extensive  pachalic,  amount  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, iii.  173.    Character  of  the  pacha  there,  ib* 

Anna,  capital  of  the  desert,  description  of,  i.  405^  Infested  by 
robbers,  406. 

Antioch,  ruinous  state  of,  i.  421.   By  whom  taken  and  totally 

destroyed,  iii.  147. 
Ants,  large,  in  India,  said  to  dig  gold  out  of  the  earth,  i.  32. 
'Arabia,  scientific  mission  to,  by  the  Danish  government,  in  1762, 

iii.  187.    Suez,  their  account  of,  and  employment  of  its  inha- 
.  bitants,  ib»    Sana,  194.   Proverbial  character  of,  197.  Fe- 
male sex  in,  L9H.    Country  of,  how  divided,  199. 

Arabians,  learned,  favourite  pursuit  of,  i.  51±  Extensive  know- 
ledge of  the  eastern  parts  of  the  world,  52s  Their  account 
of  Mawarclnahar,  53,  Their  .account  of  the  Tartars,  56. 
Their  narrative  of  the  coast  of  Malabar,  59. 

Arculfus,  his  account  of  Jerusalem  and  sacred  relics  there,  iii. 
107.    Of  Jericho,  Jordan,  Bethlehem,  Damascus,  108. 

Armenians,  ceremony  of  the  baptism  of,  iti.  5Qa 
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Afracan,  capital  of  the  monarchy  of  the  Mogas,  ii.  105.  Palace 
of,  in  what  its  chief  treasure  consists,  106.  Splendid  cere- 
mony  performed  in  honour  of  a  queen  at,  107»  Superstitionii 
1Q9±    Coronation  of  their  king  at,  ILL 

Arriao,  his  abstract  of  the  voyage  of  Nearchus,  illustrated  by 
Dr  Vincent,  i.  12.  At  what  point  his  narrative  becomes  dim 
and  imperfect,  4a. 

Ascelin,  mission  of,  to  the  Tartars,  i.  7^  Sentence  of  the  Tor* 
tar  king  against,  79* 

Asia,  how  divided,  i.  4bi  Period  when  Europeans  became  ac- 
quainted with,  9L  With  whom  the  exploration  of,  by  conquest, 
terminated,  S3.  Rapid  and  lasting  revolution  in,  and  by  whom 
effected,  51.  What  districts  regarded  as  the  paradise  of,  52* 
Perfection  of  all  the  finer  arts  in,  during  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  centuries,  152.  Greater  part  of,  traversed  by  a  Ger- 
man, 225^  Voyages  along  the  southern  coasts  of,  234r.  As  a 
continent,  unknown  to  Homer,  471.  How  bounded,  according 
to  (Herodotus,  4-72.  Extent  of,  according  to  Eratosthenes, 
473.  Correct  outline  of,  by  whom  restored,  494.  Sources 
by  which  new  ideas  on  the  geography  of,  could  be  derived  b^ 
the  Europeans,  494.  Minor  journeys  performed  through,  iiu 
171.  East  of,  by  whom  visited,  207.  North  of,  by  whom  in- 
habited, 414.  « 

Assanchiph,  town,  peculiar  state  of,  iii.  LL 

Astrabad,  town  of,  what  subject  first  presented  itself  in,  i.  362. 

Astrakhan,  emporium  of  the  Caspian,  description  of,  i.  309. 
Scene  of  a  dreadful  tragedy,  310.  Quantities  of  fish  here 
caught,  manner  of  drying  them,  335<  Astronomy  in  Hindos- 
tan,  its  progress,  for  what  purpose,  and  how  carried  on  in  that 
region,  li.  311. 

Ara,  river  of,  represented  as  larger  than  the  Ganges,  ii.  12. 
City  of,  its  present  desolate  condition,  iii.  213.  Religion, 

227. 

Babylov,  ancient  ruins  of,  iii.  136.   Relics  of,  IQ2± 

Bagdad,  its  inhabitants  and  dress,  i.  400,   Journey  to,  by  Nicolo 

Conti,  ii.  9. 

Babawulpore,  town  of,  near  the  Hyphasis,  manufacture  in,  iu 
492. 

Bakoui,  his  description  of  the  Chinese,  i.  60. 
Balahara,  dominion  of,  in  IndoataD,  doubts  respecting  the  seat 
of  his  empire,  i.  59. 
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Bftnians  in  Indta,  manners  and  customs  of,  ii.  B4u  How  impost 
upon  by  a  Portuguese  captain,  ib. 

Barbaro,  ambassador  of  tbe  Venetians  to  Persia,  iii.  l(L  Singolar 
entrance  to  the  city  of  Merdin,  ib.  Attacked  by  robbers, 
11.    Reaches  Tauris,  and  hour  received  by  the  king, 

Barthema,  Ludovico,  his  visit  to  India;  arHvet  at  Cairo;  its  gran- 
deur exaggerated,  ii.  27>    His  account  of  the  flourishing  state 

.  of  Damascus;  despotism  of  it$  governnieot,  «^  Of  Medina, 
1^8.    Of  Mecca,  Reaches  Aden,    the  emporiuna  of 

Arabia,        Conveyed  to  Radha,  brought  before  the  Sulun, 

.   and  ordered  to  be  thrown  in  prison,  ib,    Stratigem  employed 

,  by,  to  rescue  himself  from  captivity,  3fi*  Ormus  and  Cam- 
baia,  3L  His  account  of  the  Jogues,  and  number  of,  38.  Ar- 
rives at  Bisnagar,  cap^tai  of  Narsinga;  its  beauty,  SS.  Re- 
ligious system  prevalent  along  tbe  coast,  t^.  State  of  ao- 
ciely,  40. 

Barygaza  Gulf,  d^cription  of,  i*  40.    Town  of,  its  exports,  ^ 
Bassura,  its  merchandise,  and  beauty  of  its  environs  ;  by  whom 

conquered,  and  b^  whom  at  present  governed,  L 
Bayla,  town  and  chief  of,  ii.  517. 

Bcckewitz,  Alexander,  despatched  by  Peter  the  Great,  with  an 
army,  to  the  river  Daria  in  quest  of  gold.  i.  344-.  Erects  a  fort ; 
Usbeck  Tartars ;  all  butchered  bv  the  Khan,  save  one,  345* 

Bcloochistan,  capital  of,  iL  519.  nice  of  the  country,  520.  In- 
habitants, 521^ 

Benares,  the  Athens  of  India,  streets  and  edifices  in,  ii. 
Sacrifice  of  an  Indian  widow  in, 

Bernardino,  his  journey  overland  from  India  to  Portugal,  his  des- 
cription of  Orraus,  i.  332^  His  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  doves  are  made  to  act  the  part  of  counera  in  the  Elast, 

Bengal,  its  fertility ;  food  of  its  inhabitants  and  tlieir  religion,  ii. 

m . 

Benjamin  of  Tudela,  his  account  of  Jerusalem,  i.  64.    Of  Old 

Tyrus,  iL    Of  Damascus,         Of  Bagdad  nnd  Ispalian,  ^ 

Visits  Katipha ;  its  pearl  fisheriee,  6L 
Berenice,  centre  of  almost  all  the  Egyptian  navigation  on  the 

Bed  Sea,  i.  35. 
Bethlehem,  magnificent  church  at,  iii.  128. 
Bhadrinath  shrine,  description  of,  ii.4Q2,  By  whom  resorted  to, 

ii.  403.    Permanent  revenues  of  this  temple,  iL 
Bikaneer,  account  of,  ii.  4SK). 

Birroan  empire,  British  embassy  to ;  its  arrival  at  Rangoon,  iii. 
204.   How  received  at  Pegu  by  the  viceroy,  2I&  Ceremoiiy 
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on  the  Bimian  year,  218.  Embassy  visiu  Ummerapoora  ;  fer- 
tility of  this  empire,  22iL  Difference  of,  from  the  Hindoos, 
22(L  Government,  22S^  Language,  22^  Law  respecting 
physicians  in,  2iiL 

Bithynia,  ancient,  present  state  of,  iii.  175» 

Boglipoor,  specimen  of  the  Banyan  tree  seen  at ;  beauty  of  its  en- 
virons, ii.  21^ 

Bochara,  as  described  by  Jenkinson,  to  whom  formerly  subject, 

r.  aiS.    Its  king,  [V20. 
Bootan,  people  of,  embassy  of,  to  Calcutta ;  interview  with  the 

British,  ii. 

Bramins,  their  unbounded  influence  over  the  Indians,  ii.  73, 
Pre-eminence  to  ail  other  casts,  321-.  Subsistence  of,  how  pro- 
cured, 32.5.  Different  classes  of,  Their  respective  qua- 
lifications, !j28. 

Bridges,  description  of,  ii.  449. 

Britain,  period  of  the  commencement  of  commercial  enterprise 
in,  i.  tm. 

Bruce,  Peter,  employed  by  Peter  tbe  Great,  to  make  a  survey  of 
the  Caspian,  i.  34& 

Bruton,  William,  his  narrative  of  an  English  mission  to  the  na- 
bob of  Cuttack,  ii.  159.  History  of  Malcanda ;  seat  of  the 
court,  161.  Mission  introduced  to  the  king ;  ceremonies  to  be 
performed  on  this  occasion,  162.  Treaty  agreed  with,  1^ 
Visits  the  temple  of  Jaggcrnaut,  165. 

Buchanan,  Dr  Claudius,  visits  the  Syriac  Christians  in  India; 
account  of  their  temples,  and  service  performed  in,  ii.  S52.  Pre- 
sents them  with  a  printed  Bible,  '^5^   A  colony  of  Jews  seen 
by,  near  Cochin,  io*    Receives  an  ancient  Hebrew  manuscript, 
from  therp,  35^* 

CACHaMiRS,  accounted  the  garden  of  India,  ii.  96.  Favourite 
retreat  of  the  Mogul  princes,  200.  Character  of  the  people 
pf,  201.  Tricks  of  the  MouUalis,  201.  Regular  productions 
and  manufactures  of,  483. 

Cairo,  grandeur  of  that  city  exaggerated,  li.  2jL 

Calanus,  an  Indian  Bramin,  reply  of,  to  Opesicrotus,  i.  27.  Fol- 
lows the  Grecian  army,  and  death  of,  29. 

Calcutta,  description  of,  ii.  211. 

Calicut,  produce  of ;  religion  of  the  people,  it.  1^    Variety  of 

its  inhabitants  according  to  Barthema, 
Caliphs,  6rst,  their  character,  i.  51. 

Calmarin,  supposed  to  be  the  first  city  founded  after  the  floods 
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Calvary,  church  on,  as  described  by  Dr  Clarke,  iii.  169, 

Cambria^  history  of,  character  of  its  inhabitants  ;  appearance  aod 
manners  of  its  prince,  ii.  ST. 

Camel  bit  by  a  serpent,  torture  endured  by,  i.  47. 

Campbell,  Donald,  his  account  of  Aleppo,  i.  41D.  Relation  of 
Turkish  manners,  MS.  Of  Diarbekir ;  miserable  lot  of  the 
females  there,  4rl6. 

Caravans,  journey  of,  from  Byzantium  to  China,  i.  il. 

Cabral,  Alvarez,  how  Brazil  discovered  by,  ii.  £L  Reaches  the 
port  of  Calicut,  and  reception  of,  from  the  Zamorin,  69. 

Carpini  and  his  companions,  mission  of*  b^  way  of  Nortliem 
Europe  to  the  Tartar  army,  i.  84.  Arrives  at  Canou,  85^ 
Reacnes  Corrensa,  80^  Sent  to  Duke  Bathy,  and  ceremo- 
ny to  be  performed  previous  to  admission,  81.  Conveyed 
to  the  imperial  court  of  Cuyne  Khan ;  separated  from  each 
other,  88,  Hardships  which  they  underwent,  89*  Occa- 
sion when  they  arrived,  99,  Intelligence  from  the  emperor 
communicated  to  the  mission,  94.  Their  want  of  food,  95. 
The  Khan's  design  to  send  an  embassy  to  the  pope,  9&  Sub- 
jection  of  the  Tartars  to  the  emperor,  99-  Their  military  sys- 
tem, 100.    History  of  the  genealogy  of  Zingis,  101.  Fabu- 

^    loufl  accounts  concerning,  103. 

Casbin  city,  its  trade,  i.  332. 

Cashan,  bull  fight  at,  iii.  39^ 

Caubul  city,  ii.  487.  Mountains  and  rivers  of,  500.  Government, 
504*    Tribes  of,  512. 

Caucasus,  mountains  of,  iii.  402.  Leading  nation  of,  406.  Tribes 
inhabiting,  412.    Variety  of  their  languages,  413. 

China,  by  what  names  known  to  the  Arabs,  i.  i.  How  described 
by  that  people  in  the  ninth  century,  6J.  Fourth  son  of  Timur, 
hu  embassy  to  that  court,  Invasion  and  conquest  of,  by 

•  an  army  of  Tartars,  255.  Difficulties  of  passing  between  and 
India,  424.  Account  of  part  of  the  wall  of,  460.  Fatal  expe- 
dition to  by  Sir  Robert  Dudley,  in  1596,  ii.  121.  Embassies  to 
from  Portugal,  and  that  nation  excluded  from  its  ports  and 
seas,  iii.  867.  Augustine,  Friars'  mission  to,  274.  Francis- 
cans set  out  to,  g79.  Mission  of  the  Jesuiu  to,  and  how  re- 
ceived, 286.  Embassy  of  the  Dutch  to,  298.  French  em- 
bassy to,  and  favour  shewn  to  by  the  king  of,  308.  Period 
when  Christianity  was  legally  permitted  throughout  the  em- 
pire, 309.  To  whom  indebted  tor  the  history  of,  ^IQ.  Chris- 
tianity  entirely  prohibited  in,  312.  Russian  embassy  to,  315. 
Their  account  of  Catay,  317.  British  embassy  to,  320.  Form 
of  the  vessels  of  that  people,  328.  Ladies  of,  330.  Houses  of. 
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'  832.  How  the  British  embassy  was  received  by  the  emperor 
of,  Hang-tchoufou,  town  in,  340.    Population  of,  356. 

Comparison  of  the  Hindoos  with,  357.  High  place  assigned 
to  learning  in,  360.  Language,  number  of  characters  in,  Sfii, 
Prevalent  customs  in,  363.    Character  of  the  natives  of,  364* 

Circassia,  leading  nation  of  Caucasus,  iii.  406.  Distinctions  of 
rank  among  that  people,  408.    Beauty  of  the  fair  sex  in,  409. 

'  Unequal  marriages,  how  punished  in,  410.  Education  of  the% 
offspring  of  princes,  to  whom  intrusted,  41 1. 

Clarke,  Dr,  his  voyage  to  Asia,  iii.  460.  Visit  to  the  plain  of 
Troy ;  coincidence  between  the  present  names  and  those  re- 
corded in  Homer,  161.  Inspects  the  sources  of  the  Seaman- 
der,  163.  Lands  at  Acre ;  by  whom  then  possessed,  164, 
His  interview  with  Djezzar,  165.  Visits  Nazareth  and  the 
lake  Tiberias ;  grandeur  of  the  scenery,  167.  Enters  Jerusa- 
lem, and  by  whom  welcomed,  168.  Population  of  Jerusalem 
and  manufactures  in,  171. 

Clavijo,  at  the  head  of  a  Spanish  embassy  to  the  court  of  Timur ; 
account  of  his  journey,  i.  104.  His  description  of  Constanti- 
nople and  holy  relics  there,  205.  Arrives  at  Trebisond,  207. 
His  narrative  of  the  war  between  Timur  and  Bajazet ;  its 
causes,  208^  Reaches  Tauris,  209.  Passes  by  Sultania,  210. 
Damagan  remarkable  for  two  towers  formed  of  human  heads, 
21-L  Jagaro,  remarkable  for  its  waters,  212.  Comes  to 
Nishapoor,  capital  of  Media,  213.  Account  of  the  Oxus,  ita 
breadth,  and  by  what  means  crossed,  214<  Description  of  the 
iron  gate,  215.  Introduced  to  Timur,  216,  Entertainment 
by  the  king,  218.    Return  to  Spain,  22^ 

Cochin-china,  fertility  of,  iii.  249*  Elephants  of,  250.  Its  har- 
bours, 251.  Manners  and  behaviour  of  the  people,  ib. 
Reigning  monarch  in,  25G.   Inhabitants,  267.    Religion  of» 

Comar,  account  of,  i.  43. 

Commerce,  at  what  period  it  commenced  in  Asia,  i.  SS.  In 
whose  hands  it  was  at  its  first  revival  in  Europe,  153.  Period 
of  its  commencement  in  Britain,  306. 

Constantinople,  narrative  of,  and  sacred  relics  there,  i.  ^15. 

Conti,  Nicolo,  journey  of,  to  Bagdad,  ii.  9±  Thence  to  Bisna- 
gar,  capital  of  Narsinga,  10.  Report  of  a  nation  of  cannibals 
inhabiting  the  district  called  Batech,  LL  Cernovem,  a  town 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  12^  Hindoo  customs,  1^  Burn- 
ing of  their  widows  at  the  death  of  their  husbands,  and  spleti- 
dour  of  their  marriages,  14. 

Coromondel  coast,  Arrian's  account  of,  i.  44< 
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Cotsacks,  by  whom  deFeated,  iii.  ^cfiQi    i^dditiottf  made  U  dit 
Russian  empire  by,  432, 

Cubero,  Pedro,  a  Spaniard,  sett  out  from  Moscow  with  a  Russian 

,  ambassador ;  by  what  people  he  found  the  chores  of  the  Volga 
inhabited,  i.  334.    Account  of  the  Kalmucks,  ^35^    Seu  Kail 

'  OR  the  Caspian,  tb,  Chama-Ke,  description  of  thai  cit^, 
Ordivil,  337.  Reaches  Casmin,  residence  of  the  Sophi.  338. 
Description  of  the  palace,  and  how  received  by  the  monarch, 
339>  Invited  to  a  splendid  fenst,  340.  Arrives  at  Goa,  capi- 
tal of  Portuguese  India,  3^  Dispute  with  the  Moors  re- 
specting Mahomet,  ib*    Goes  to  Malacca,  345^ 

Cyprus,  ancient  inhabitants  of,  iii.  129. 

Dab  A,  town  of  Thibet,  its  situation^  ii.  Form  of  its  ten- 

pie*,  415. 

Damascus,  history  of,  and  its  government,  ii.  27^  By  whom  de- 
stroyed in  1400,  115.  Arrival  of  a  caravan  in,  Still 
great  and  flourishing  ;  number  of  Christians  in,  iii.  L46. 

Danes,  deterred  by  the  Tartar  invasion  from  setting  out  for  tfae 
herring  fishery  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  i. 

Dsrius,  account  of  his  conquest  of  Indiai  i.  7.  Overthrown  by 
the  Scythians,  8. 

Dervises.  dress  and  food  of,  iii.  141. 

Dead  Sea,  description  of,  iii.  L24^ 

Desert,  Great,  description  of,  ii.  522, 

Desideri,  a  missionary,  sets  out  in  1714  from  Goa  for  Thibet; 
arrives  at  Delhi ;  by  whom  there  joined,  i.  441.  Arrives  at 
the  foot  of  the  chain  of  mountains  called  Caucasus  ;  hardships 
he  endured  in  passing  these ;  manner  in  which  he  crossed 
rivers;  reaches  the  highest  pinnacle  named  Pir  Pangial, 

441.  Sets  out  for  Ladak ;  frightful  nature  of  the  country* 

442.  History  of  that  country  ;  by  whom  governed  ;  its  houses; 
and  priests,  443.  Dragged  before  the  tribunals  at  Laasa, 

Diamonds,  mines  of,  where  situated  in  India,  ii.  203 ;  and  how 
separated,  ib.  Wages  of  the  miners  ;  not  allowed  to  wear  any 
dress  except  a  small  cloth  while  so  employed,  ib.  By  whom 
this  traffic  is  carried  on»  205.  Mine  in  Couleur,  how  dis* 
covered ;  number  of  persons  employed  at,  206.  Diamonds 
in  a  river,  ib,  Mogul  diamonds,  207.  Diamond  presented 
by  an  Indian  Prince  to  Schah  Jehan*  father  of  Aureng^be, 
208. 

Dshiggetei,  or  wild  horse,  description  of,  iii.  470. 

Dutch,  engrossed  a  large  share  of  thf  como^erce  of  Bengal  m 
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the  seventeenth  century  ;  and  where  their  principal  factory 
\ra8  lituated,  it.  IB&x 

Edrisi,  his  narrative  of  a  mission  nent  by  one  of  the  c&Hphs  to 
explore  the  country  said  to  be  inhabited  by  Gog  and  Mago^, 
i.  il*  Hit  account  of  the  conduct  of  ao  Indian  creditor  tu  hts 
debtor,  59^ 

Egypt,  its  commercial  greatness,  i.  2^  Vessels  sailed  from  to 
India ;  course  they  steered,  35.  Names  of  places  where  her 
merchants  traded,  S&    Pyramids  of,  iii,  I2h 

£1  Belka,  ancieot  seat  of  the  Atnorites ;  present  deserted  slate 
of,  ili.  182. 

El  Botthin,  district  of,  houses  hewn  from  the  rock,  iii.  181. 
Elsoi,  David,  singular  story  of,  i.  IfifL 

Elton,  John,  employed  by  the  Russian  government  to  survey  ita 
eastern  frontier ;  differs  with  the  government,  and  quits  its  ser* 
vice,  i.  348.  Forms  a  connexion  at  St  Petersburg  with  a 
Scotsman  ;  they  unite  their  stocks,  and  make  up  a  small  as* 
iortmeot  of  goods  for  the  market  of  interior  Asia,  349.  Diffi* 
culties  attending  their  journey  to  Astrakhan,  ib*  How  de- 
ceived by  the  Armenian  merchants,  350.  Reception  by  the 
Vizier,  ib.  Presents  a  memorial  to  the  British  minister  at  St 
Petersburg,  shewing  the  immense  benefit  which  might  result 
to  the  British  nation  from  a  commercial  intercourse  with  Per- 
sia, and  how  this  intelligence  was  received  in  England,  tiSlM 
Proceeds  with  large  consignments  to  Astrakhan  in  a  vessel 
navigated  by  Cnptain  Woodroof'e ;  sails  across  the  Caspian, 
and  carried  to  Meschedisar ;  agrees  to  carry  rice  to  Derbend; 
cruel  treatment  of  the  Captain  by  the  chief,  352.  Elton's 
arrival  from  the  Persian  camp;  employed  by  Nadir  to  destroy 
pirates,  and  to  augment  the  Persian  navy,  353.  Jealousy  of. 
the  Russian  merchants ;  representation  of  his  proceedings  to 
the  ministry  of  St  Petersburg,  35i^  Steps  taken  by  the  Eng- 
lish on  that  occasion,  355.  Pays  the  penalty  of  his  royal  con- 
nexion with  his  life,  SM* 

Embassies,  British,  to  the  Great  MoguI.^Mildenhall,  ii.  1^ 
Hawkins,  im    Roe,  137. 

Empire,  Persian,  how  known  to  Europca  i.  & 

Ephesus,  city  oi\  remains  of  its  ancient  structures,  iii.  157. 

Eratosthenes,  keeper  of  the  library  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  at 
Alexandria;  ander  him  geography  began  to  assume  a  regular 
formi  i.  478.  His  opinions  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  Asia, 
474.  Where  he  places  Thinse,  476»  By  what  geographer 
succeeded,  iil^  .  . 
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Erivan,  notice  of,  iii.  65* 

Eudoxus,  the  first  who  sailed  from  Egypt  to  India,  i.  Si.  Ac- 
count of  the  course  he  steered,  SS* 
Euphrates,  river,  account  of,  iii.  185. 

Fraser,  Mr  James  Baillie,  his  visit  to  the  loftiest  parts  of  Htm- 
maleh,  ii.44(L 

<janoe8,  river  in  India,  pilgrimage  by  the  Hindoos  to,  iL  95, 
Worship  paid  to  it,  IQLL    Views  entertained  relatire  to  its 

*  source,  SfiS.  Views  of  ancient  and  modem  geographers  of 
the  source  of,  S84.  Separates  itself  into  three  branches  at 
Haridwar,  SM.   Cow's  mouth,  account  of,  597. 

Gasa,  city  of,  iii.  122^ 

Gentoos,  superstitious  observances  of,  i.  58&    Their  festival  of 

the  areca  tree  ;  description  of,  ii.  8& 
Georgians,  manners  of,  iii.  65* 

Gerbillon,  a  French  missionary,  his  travels  in  the  interior  of 
Asia,  i.  459.  His  account  of  part  of  the  wall  of  China,  460. 
Sees  a  Lama  ;  bow  this  counterfeit  immortal  conducted  him- 
self, 4fil.  Whom  he  met  in  these  dreary  regions,  462.  Coun- 
try of  the  Kalkas,  463.  His  excursions  into  Tartary,  i6* 
Account  of  the  Eluths,  464. 

Ghizni,  city,  its  ruinous  state,  ii.  4B& 

Godinho,  a  Jesuit,  undertakes,  in  1668,  a  journey  by  land  from 
India  to  Portugal ;  sets  out  from  Bassein,  and  proceeding  by 
Damaun  to  Surat,  his  description  of,-  i.  S36.  Account  of  the 
Jogues,  S87.  Sets  sail  with  a  Moorish  captain  or  Necoda; 
Superstitions  of  the  Gentoos,  58E.  Similar  superstitions  of 
the  Necoda,  389.  Dreadful  tempest  proposed  to  be  allayed 
by  the  Gentoos,  but  without  effect,  391^  Lands  at  Gom- 
broon ;  account  of  that  city,  395^  Account  of  the  remains  of 
Ormus,  394.  His  narrative  of  Bassora,  395.  Sets  out  by 
land  for  Bagdad  ;  dreadful  situation  from  want  of  water  on 
their  journey,  397.  At  length  arrive  at  Meshed  Ali,  the 
biiryiog  place  of  the  titular  saint  of  the  Persians,  399. 
Reaches  Bagdad,  which  he  mistakes  for  the  ancient  Babylon, 
4QQ.  After  encountering  various  dangers  through  the  desert, 
reaches  Anna,  a  large  town,  405.  With  difficulty  reaches 
Aleppo,  whence  he  sails  to  Lisbon,  4QR. 

Goez,  Benedict,  directed  by  the  consistory  at  Goa  to  penetrate 
into  the  country  of  Cathay,  i.  45Q.  Informed  of  a  city  called 
CafFrestan,  inhabited  by  Pagans,  into  which  no  Mahometan 
was  allowed  to  enter  on  pain  of  death  ;  encounters  robbers ; 


.INDEX. 


5iS 


,  arrival  at  Caubul,  4.^1.  Description  of  that  city,  and  his  meet* 
ing  with  a  princess  of  high  rank  there,  452.  Proceeds  to 
Cashgan  ;  number  of  days  they  took  in  going  to  Talkan, 
Encounter  with  rebels,  t6.  Reaches  Yarkund,  the  court  of 
the  king  of  Cashgar  ;  history  of  tlie  territory,  455.  Danger 
in  consequence  of  his  Christian  profession,  tb.  Sent  for  by 
the  king  of  Cashgar,  456.  Travels  to  Acsu,  a  dependency  of 
Cashgar,  456i  His  conference  with  the  Mahometan  doctors, 
457.  His  opinion  with  regard  to  Cathay  and  China  being  one 
and  the  same  country,  458.  Unable  to  obtain  permission  to 
proceed  to  Pekin  ;  his  death,  459.  • 

Golden  Chersonese,  account  of,  i.  4Am  M.  Gosselin,  his  account 
of,  45. 

Gombroon,  on  the  Persian  Gulf,  description  of,  i.  395* 

Gorkhalis,  what  country  invaded  by,  and  defeated,  IL  470.  What 
territories  have  been  subjected  by,  479. 

Gosseins,  account  of,  S&6«  Attacked  by  the  Seiks,  and  massa^* 
cred  at  Haridwar,  ii.  387. 

Gosselin,  M.  his  opinion  with  regard  to  the  situation  of  the 
Golden  Chersonese,  i.  44.  Conjectures  of,  respecting  the 
coast  of  Siam,  i.  45. 

Graaf,  a  Dutch  physician,  his  account  of  the  beauty  of  Monghir, 
ii.  Ifi8.  Con^ned  in  a  dungeon  at  this  place,  169*  Liberation 
of,  171.    His  account  of  Patna,  172. 

Grantham,  Sir  Thomas,  despatched  with  a  squadron  to  attack 
the  Dutch  settlements  in  the  East  Indies ;  sails  direct  for  Ba- 
tavia ;  reaches  the  eastern  extremity  of  Java ;  takes  possession 
of  Hippin's  Island  in  name  of  the  East  India  Company,  i. 
518*7,  Sails  for  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  touches  at  Muscat,  2S9* 
and  Surat,  ii.  2Q2± 

Grueber,  a  Jesuit  father,  journey  of  from  Pekin  to  Sioingfu ;  its 
extent  and  situation,  i.  436.  Kalmuck  Tartars  in  the  desert, 
bis  account  of,  437.  Arrives  at  Lassa,  history  of  the  idola* 
trous  worship  of  its  inhabitants,  4S8.  Comes  to  the  foot  of 
the  Langur;  description  of  that  mountainous  region,  439. 
Reaches  Kathmandu,  capital  of  Nepal ;  condition  of  the  fair 
sex  in  that  city,  440.  Time  spent  in  travelling  from  Pekin  to 
Agra,  441. 

Gylongs,  mode  of  their  worship,  ii.  464.   Their  residence,  465. 

Hall,  Captain  Basil,  group  of  islands  discovered  by,  on  the 
'  coast  of  the  Corea;  manners  of  the  people,  and  account  of 

their  chief,  iii.  350.    His  account  of  the  island  of  IfOO*Choo, 

352*    And  its  inhabitants,  355. 
Hamilton,  Dr,  his  calculation  of  the  mean  height  of  Nepal,  ii. 
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.  4ffS.  His  account  of  the  crops  in  N^pal,  474.  Desir*  of,  to 
bring  away  specimens  of  the  natural  history  of  that  country 
prevented,  4-76« 

Hanway,  Jonas,  sets  out  from  Petersburg  in  1743,  with  a  can- 
van  of  goods  for  the  Persian  market,  and  embarks  on  the  Volga 

'  at  Zaritzin  ;  narrative  of  the  pirates,  and  their  punishment,  i. 
S55.  Arrives  at  Astrakhan  ;  sails  across  the  Caspian  to  Lan- 
l^rood-bay ;  from  thence  to  Astrabad,  and  critical  situation 
tn  which  he  it  placet!  by  the  treachery  of  Mahommed  Hassan, 

.  a  chief,  357.  Arrives  with  difficulty  at  Balfrush,  the  capital 
of  Mazandcran,  S.59.  Reaches  Langarood,  where  he  is  kindly 
received  by  Elton,  860.  Sets  out  for  the  camp  of  the  Shah, 
expecting  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  goods  ;  revisits 
Astrabad ;  objects  which  attracted  bis  notice:  in  what  employ- 
ment he  found  Behaud  Khan,  the  minister,  362.  Receives  re- 
imbursement for  his  goods,  863. 

Hardwicke,  Captain,  route  of,  to  the  high  northern  regions  of 
India;  reaches  Haridwar  on  the  Ganges;  interesting  account 
of,  ii.  385.  Journey  of,  to  Serinagur  ;  torrents  noticed  by  on 
bit  march,  and  fish  how  they  are  there  taken,  389.  Serinagur, 
Raja  of,  390. 

Haridwar,  a  town  on  the  Ganges ;  duodecennial  festival  there ; 
immense  concourse  of  natives,  ii.  393. 

Hawkins,  Richard,  voyage  of,  to  the  Great  Mogul,  in  1608  ; 
arrives  at  Sarat,  ii.  126.  Injuries  he  receives  there, 
Journey  to  the  Mogul,  180.  How  received  by  the  King,  L3La 
Admitted  to  a  private  audience,  and  high  favour  at  cowrt,  132. 
Excites  the  animosity  of  the  Jesuits  and  Portuguese.  133. 
Marries  an  Armenian  iadv,  184-.  How  treated  by  the  Vizier, 
136,    Returns  unsuccess  ful  to  England  in  1611,  157. 

Heliopolis,  ancient  ruins  of  a  temple  dedicated  to  the  sun,  iii.  I52< 
By  whom  said  to  be  founded,  15fL 

Herodotus,  his  account  of  India,  i.  7.    Of  the  Massogetsp,  9. 

Himmaleh  mountains,  to  the  north  of  India,  covered  with  eternal 

.  snow,  i.  Description  of,  by  Moorcroft,  ii.  406.  How 

known  to  the  ancients,  427.  Observations  of  British  officers, 
respecting  the  height  of,  480.  Uncertainty  of  their  calcu- 
lations, 432.  Central  and  loAiest  part  of,  and  its  extent, 
440^  Its  direction  and  ranges ;  different  names  it  receives> 
441. 

Hindoos,  religion  of,  ii.  222-  Their  deep  veneration  for  ancea- 
trf,  and  bigotted  adherence  to  casit  224^  Difficulties  of 
tlieir  becoming  converts  to  Christianity,  225.  By  whom 
first  vigited,  and  opinion  formed  by  their  visitors,  312.  First 
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impressionB  made  upon  Europeans,  in  viewing  this  great 
people,  313.    Change  of  that  favourable  impression,  and  to 

•  what  to  be  ascribed,  814.  Moral  character  of,  their  love  of 
money,  and  confirmed  dishonestyi  317.  DecoUy,  system  of, 
transmitted  from  father  to  son;  manner  in  which  this  is  prac- 
tised, 318.  Marriage  of,  universal  veneration  in  which  the 
husband  is  to  be  held  by  the  wife,  Wife  never  per- 
mitted to  marry  a  second  time,  while  no  restrictions  are  placed 

•  on  the  husband,  322,  Intercourse  of  the  sexes,  323^ 
Divided  into  casts ;  number  of,  324.  Danger  of  losing  their 
tasts,  and  privations  they  are  doomed  to  undergo,  330. 
Outcast  class  termed  Parialis,  and  reported  amount  of,  331. 

•  Vices  into  which  they  frequently  fall,  ib.  Mahrattas,  a  de- 
'   tached  race,  their  place  in  Hindoo  society,  original  seat  of, 

334.    Pindarees,  history  of,  339.    Seiks,  346.  Nairs, 
Hindostan,  its  boundaries,  ii.  223.    Its  situation,  its  rivers,  22£L 
'   Its  mountains,  general  aspect  of  the  country,  229.  Agricul- 
'  tare  of,  230.    Obstacles  to  improvement  in,  23 1 .    Staple  arti- 

•  cle  of  culture  and  food  in,  232.  Cause  of  famine  m,  233. 
^Narrative  of  a  dreadful  famine  in,  234.  Natural  products  of, 
236.  Sugar,  opium,  cotton,  silk,  tobacco,  indigo,  pepper, 
837.  Arcca  nut,  betel  leaf,  and  salt-petre,  238.  Variety  of 
its  woods,  ib.  Calculation  of  the  agricultural  produce,  and  its 
appended  provinces,  239.  Manufactures  of,  240.  Difference 
between  tne  native  and  European  weaver,  241.  Districts  of, 
distinguished  for  manufacturing  particular  goods,  242.  Popu- 

'  lation  and  political  state  of,  24iL  Religion  of,  its  striking  si- 
milarity to  that  of  the  Grecian  schools  of  Pythagoras  and  Pla- 
to, 247.  Their  lofty  ideas  of  the  supreme  mind,  248*  Hin- 
doo Triad,  with  their  names  and  offices,  249.  Brahma,  350. 
^  Vishnu,  351.  Siva,  the  destroyer,  account  of,  255*  Minor 
deities,  and  how  represented,  257.  Female  powers,  25&. 
Doorga,  259.  A  rebel  race  of  deities,  261.  Earthly  deities, 
262.  Ganges  how,  and  why  worshipped,  263.  Cow  worship* 
ped  by,  264.  Certain  birds  and  fishes,  ib.  Mythology  of, 
with  regard  to  a  future  state,  265.  Belief  of,  in  the  transmi- 
gration of  souls,  267.  Future  punishments,  and  by  whom  the 
sentence  pronounced,  268.  Actions  which  influence  their  fu- 
ture destinies,  269.  Temples,  by  whom  built  and  supported; 
no  place  regarded  habitable  without  one,  270.  Images,  of  what 
•  ibrmed,  their  weight,  and  manner  in  which  life  is  infused  into 
theoi,  271.  Servants  in  these  temples,  272.  Ceremonies 
through  which  a  Bramin  is  to  pass  in  a  single  day,  278.  Re- 
ligious festivals  in  honour  of  their  god,  275.     Their  penanoes, 
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•  instances  of,  277.  Regard  paid  to  these  devotees,  278.  Re- 
ligious suicide  inculcated,  the  woman  devoting  herself  on  the 
funeral  pile  of  the  husband;  inducements  and  preparations  for, 

.   279.    Instances  of  throwing  themselves  between  the  wheels  of 
different  deities,  particularly  of  Jaggernaut ;  drown  themselves 
9i  in  those  parts  of  the  Ganges  which  are  regarded  most  bolj» 
■   280.    Infanticide,  28L  Number  annually  sacrificed,  lA.  How 
prevented  by  the  British  government,  282.    Estimate  of  peo- 
ple who  perish  annually  in  these  regions,  under  the  influence 
of  superstition,  ib.    Most  numerous  sects  in,  and  how  distin- 
,\i  guished,  2S3^    Secret  associations,  285.    Boodhism  long  the 
A  predominant  sect  of  India,  how  obliterated;  their  belief,  objects 
of  their  worship,  286.    Other  sects,  Jains,  Seiks,  by 

whom  founded,  ib»    Literature,  object  of,  289.    Most  ancient 
■  of  their  writings,  whose  production,  how  lost,  and  afterwards 
restored ;  forbidden  to  be  perused  by  any  but  the  Braminical 
.   race,  290.  Specimens  of,  in  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Transac- 
..  tions  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  ib.    Basis  of  the  Vedas,  of  what  it 
,£  consists,  291.    In  what  chiefly  written,  292*    Comments  ap- 
,1  pended  to  it,  293^    Book  that  ranks  second  in  respect  with  the 
,f  Vedas,  its  contents,  295±    Epic  poems,  what  they  treat  of,  295* 
Ramayana,  Indian  romance,  history  of,  297.    History  of  the 
•J  churnmg  of  the  Ocean,  801.  Amatory  poems,  305.  Dramatic 
tr  poems,  ^106,    Their  total  ignorance  of  history,  308.  Their 
Ignorance  of  chronology,  ib.    Mathematical  sciences;  their 
*(  progress  in  Algebra ;  knowledge  of,  and  from  whom  thought  to 
•i  be  borrowed,  310.  Astronomy,  their  progress  in,  how  and  for 

what  purpose  this  science  is  prosecuted  in  Hindostan,  ib. 
Holy  Land,  by  what  travellers  visited,  iii.  107 — 109,  111. 
Horeb,  Mount  of,  and  Sinai,  account  of  the  ascent  to,  iii.  119. 
Hy rear,  country  of,  modern  name  of,  where  situated,  and  former 
greatness  of,  326.  %  ^ 

IcHTHYOPHAGi,  history  of,  i.  19.  Of  what  their  nets  are  com- 
posed, 20* 

Iconium,  ancient,  modem  name  of,  and  its  ruinous  state ;  popa- 

•  lation,  iii.  177» 

India,  by  whom  first  attempted  to  be  conquered,  i.  Voyage 

•  to,  undertaken  by  the  Egyptians,  M±  Tribute  paid  by,  to 
the  Greek  dynasty  of  the  Seleucidse,  Devotees  describ- 
ed by  the  Arabs,  £2.    Difficulty  of  passing  between,  and  Chi- 

'  na,  424.    By  what  Europeans  it  was  first  discovered  and 
conquered,  ii.  43^    State  of  learning  in,  193.   Political  sute 
.  of  the  south  of,  22L     Its  dimensions  and  population,  iii. 
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India,  British,  foundation  of,  ii.  SSS,  Causes  which  confirm  the 
tenure  of  this  empire,  357.  Military  force  in,  255L  Latent 
religious  prejudices  against  the  British,  360.  Civil  administra- 
tion in,  3&L  A  new  constitution  established  in,  by  Lord 
Comwalli«,  362j  Amount  of  revenue  drawn  in,  368.  Em- 
ployment for  joung  men  from  England  in,  Number  of 
Europeans  in,  371.  Commerce  in,  by  whom  alt!)ost  exclusive- 
ly conducted,  372.  Estimate  of  the  trade  with,  374.  Mis- 
sions established  in  different  parts  of,  for  converting  the  na- 
tives, S79.    Schools  established  in,  38Q< 

Indicopleustes,  Cosmas,  his  general  view  of  the  world,  and  the 
system  of  nature,  ii.  ^  His  denial  of  the  globular  form  of  th^ 
earth,  7± 

Indus,  fertility  of  its  banks,  ii.  IIjS.  Tributary  streams  of»  5QL 
Ispahan,  state  of,  iii.  M±   Population,  87. 

Jaggernaut,  interesting  account  of,  ii.  lfi£>  Revenue  of,  in  Oris- 
sa,  ITL  t 

Japan,  manners  of  the  people  of,  how  opposite  to  those  of  Eu- 
ropeans, iii.  367.  Character  and  intellect  of,  superior  to  those 
of  all  the  Eastern  nations,  3()8.  Religion  of,  369.  PorttH 
guese  missionaries,  how  punished  by,  379.  Treatment  re- 
ceived by  the  Portuguese  from,  3S(L  Succeeded  by  tlie 
Datch,  381.  •  Jeddo,  capital  of,  houses  and  palaces  in,  3St>. 
Hijitory  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  military  sovereigns  in,  385. 
Meaco,  centre  of  literature  in,  Ceremonies  of  a  ship, 

when  entering  into,  387.  Osaka,  great  seat  of  commerce  iQ« 
890.  Character  of  the  people  in,  392.  Industry  of,  SOS. 
Russian  ambassadors,  how  treated  by,  394. 

Jenkinson,  Anthony,  sent  by  the  English  merchants  to  open  a 
commercial  intercourse  with  Central  Asia ;  liis  voyage  to 
Russia  in  1557»  i'  307.  From  Moscow  he  proceeds  along 
the  Volga  to  Cazan,  30&  His  account  of  the  Nogay  Tartars, 
309.  Reaches  Astrakhan ;  its  merchandise,  310.  Arrives 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Yaik;  character  of  the  people,  311. 
Reaches  the  foot  of  Minkislak,  how  entertained,  SI^a  Rob- 
bed of  part  of  bis  goods  by  a  party  of  Tartarian  horse,  iM* 
Arrives  at  Azim  Khaii,  and  description  of  Urghenz,  S14-. 
Account  of  Bochara,  his  next  residence,  and  how  entertained 
by  that  monarch,  319.  State  of  trade  in  all  this  northern 
part  of  Asia,  321.  Sets  out  for  Persia,  ibid.  Proceeds  tO 
Schamachie,  and  reception  he  met  with,  826.  Arrival  at 
Casbin,  327.    Resolution  of  the  king  to  kill  him,  and  how  dii« 

•  •  suaded  from  his  purpose,  335. 
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Jerusalem,  ancient  city  of ;  pilgrimage  to,  iti.  107.    lU  Bp\en^'i4 

edifices,  and  ancient  sacred  relics  in,  11^    Distinguisbed  te- 

pulchres  in,  170.    Population  of,  171. 
Jcselmeere  territory,  its  produce  and  government,  ii.  118. 
Jews,  colony  of,  in  India,  near  Cochin,  when  they  are  said  to  hare 

come  into  that  country,  ii.  352*    Hebrew  manuscript  found 

amongst,  S5^, 

Jogues,  history  of,  in  lodiai  i.  387.  High  influence  of  thU 
priesthood,  78. 

Johore,  kingdom  of,  where  situated ;  aspect  of  the  country  ;  by 

whom  governed,  i.  SQL 
Jordan,  river  of,  colour  of  its  waters,  iii.  108. 
Josimath,  town  of,  its  situation  and  inhabitants,  ii. 
Jummoo,  a  town  of  Lahore,  and  history  of,  ii.  481. 

Kalha  territory,  its  extent  and  produce,  i.  462. 

Kallabaogh,  where  situated,  and  how  approached;  colour  of  the 

ground  in  the  neighbourhood,  ii. 
Kalmucks,  character  and  religion  of,  iii.  427. 
Kane,  a  commercial  town,  and  where  placed,  i.  37. 
Karrak,  ancient  country  of  the  Moabites,  and  ruins  of  its  capitalt 

iii.  182. 

Karrakorum,  ancient  residence  of  the  posterity  of  Zingis;  difie- 
rence  of  opinion  respecting  its  actual  site. 

Kirkpatrick,  Colonel,  mission  of,  to  Nepal,  ii.  470. 

Kirghises,  territory  of,  inhabitants,  theu"  subsistence,  and  hospi- 
tality, i.  364, 

Kostamouni,  ancient  capital  of  Paphlagonia,  in  a  rugged  and 

dreary  country,  iii.  176. 
Kshatyras,  second  Hindoo  cast,  is  the  military  order,  character 

of,  ii.  328.    What  regions  inhabited  by,  ii.  329. 
Kurds,  frightful  picture  of,  i.  20L. 

Kutaich,  capital  of  Anatolia,  population  of,  iii.  177-  Site  of  the 
town  and  castle,  178. 

Larorb,  country  round,  its  extreme  fertility,  ii.  ITd.  Religion 

of  the  inhabitants,  numerous  baths  in,  LBQ. 
Laodicea,  ancient,  vast  amphitheatre  in,  and  of  what  coDAtructed, 

Lama,  or  great  chief  of  the  Shaman  religion,  bow  worshipped, 
and  supposed  eternity  of,  i.  437.  Honours  paid  him  by  the 
Chinese  and  Tartar  ambassadors,  438. 

Lara,  an  ancient  city,  account  of  tlie  music  in,  iii.  34.  Hoiitet 
and  magnificent  baxaar  io,  3^ 
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Lebandn,  remnant  of  the  forest  of,  iii.  138.  Convent  situated 
on,  145. 

Leuke  Kome,  in  Egypt,  surpassed  in  commercial  greatness  by 

Alexandria,  i.  35± 
Lirayrike,  coast  of,  principal  ports  on,  opinion  of  Dr  Vincent 

respecting  the  modern  names  of,  i.  ^ 
London  Company  sent  expeditions  into  Asia  for  the  purpose 

of  opening  a  commercial  mtercourse,  i.  307.  Its  success, 

Their  last  effort  to  effect  their  favourite  object,  SM. 
Lucknow,  capital  of  the  province  of  Oude,  and  residence  of  the 

Nabob  vizier,  its  paltry  buildings,  iii.  21Bx 

Madras,  beauty  of  its  buildings,  ii.  209. 

Mahrattas,  their  rank  in  Hindoo  society,  ii.  Original  seat 

of,  when  they  began  to  make  a  figure  in  Indian  history,  ii.  334. 
Contention  of,  with  Britain ;  vanquished,  836.  Their  hostile 
disposition,  ib>  Manner  of  carrying  on  war,  387.  Their 
army  a  vast  and  encumbered  body,  38&  Avoid  coming  to 
close  action,  339. 

Maimatshin,  Chinese  city,  description  of,  iii.  468. 

Malari,  village  of,  houses  how  constructed,  inhabitants  and 
dresses  of,  ii.  408.    Trade  in,  409. 

Manah,  town  of,  on  the  river  Alcaiianda,  number  of  its  houses  and 
inhabitants,  ir.  401 . 

Manasarowara,  lake  of,  its  length,  its  waters,  convents  with 
which  it  is  surrounded,  ii.  422^  Problem  of  Eastern  geogra- 
phers to  ascertain  whether  any  rivers  flow  from  this  lake,  423^ 

Mandeslo,  a  German,  obtained  permission  to  visit  India ;  arrives 
at  Surat ;  greatness  of  that  city,  ii.  172.  Arrives  at  Baroach ; 
how  entertained  there,  12^  Reaches  Aroadabad  ;  description 
of ;  the  extent  of  this  capital  of  Guzerat ;  its  market*place, 
174.  Woods  how  peopled;  its  manufactures,  175.  Its  go- 
vernor and  his  cruel  character,  177.  Travels  to  Cambay  ;  the 
widow  of  a  Rajaput  burns  herself  on  the  funeral  pile  of  her 
husband,  173.  Arrives  at  Agra,  its  appearance,  its  mosques, 
ib.  Visits  Lahore ;  the  baths  there,  1 SQ.  Danger  attend- 
ing his  journey  from  Lahore  to  Amadabad,  181.  Visits 
Viziapour,  capital  of  Decan,  which  he  represents  as  one  of  the 
greatest  cities  in  Asia ;  its  king  amply  provided  with  cannon ; 
returns  to  Surat  and  sails  for  Europe,  lii2« 

Mandeville,  Sir  John,  where  born ;  time  spent  in  traversing  the 
whole  east ;  his  death,  i.  193.  Doubts  respecting  the  truth  of 
bis  narrative,  194.    Instances  of  its  falsehood  quoted,  19.S. 
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Manricjue  Sebastian,  missionary  in  Bengal ;  arrives  at  Angelim 
on  the  mouth  of  the  western  branch  of  the  Ganges,  ii.  96,  How 

■  received  by  the  king,  9L  His  narrative  of  Bengal,  93u  Jour- 
ney to  Arracan,  lli  His  voyage  from  Lahore  dowii  the  In- 
dus,  Iliu  Skirmish  with  robbers,  HiL  Arrives  at  Tatta;  its 
history,  117.  Comes  to  the  territory  of  Jesseiiuere  ;  its  goats, 

'  119.    Peculiarities  of  the  fair  sex,  A. 

Maps,  early  European,  incorrectness  of,  i.  50^  By  whom  at- 
tempted to  be  regulated  in  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century, 

'  506.  Improved  by  Sansun  about  the  middle  and  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  509. 

Mawarelnaliar,  country  of,  known  to  the  Arabs ;  character  of  its 
inhabitants,  5S. 

Mecca,  sterility  of  the  surrounding  country,  ii.  2Q.  Beautlfal 

temple  at ;  ceremonies  performed  by  the  pilgrims  at,  ^ 
Mcdcs,  history  of  their  conquests,  i.  g. 
Medina,  narrative  of,  ii.  29> 

Megasthenes,  sent  on  an  embassy  to  Sandracottus  king  of  the 
Prasii ;  his  description  of  the  capital  of  India,  i. 

Mekran,  province  or,  ii.  52^    Inhabitants,  id, 

Merdin,  city,  interesting  account  of,  iii.  10. 

Meshed  Ali,  which  contains  the  tomb  of  the  titulary  saint  of  the 
Persians,  i.  399. 

Middleton,  Sir  Plenry,  in  company  with  Captain  Douoton,  sets 
soil  for  the  Red  Sea,  and  makes  the  circuit  of  Africa,  i. 
Touches  at  the  Island  of  Socotora,  and  kindly  received  by  the 
king;  steers  for  Aden,  ^66.  Passed  the  straits  of  Babel- 
man  del  ;  his  vessel  run  aground  by  two  Arab  pilots  on  a  bank 
of  sand  near  Mocha,  *2(37.  Brought  to  the  Aga's  house  in 
Mocha,  who  receives  him  with  the  most  extreme  courtesy, 
*26H.  How  betrayed  by  the  Turks,  2(>9.  Called  again  before 
the  Aga,  and  cruelly  treated,  271.  Conducted  to  Zenan,  the 
capital  of  Yemen.  275.  Brought  before  the  Basha,  and  set 
at  liberty  by  means  of  a  Moorish  Cairo  merchant  and  the 
lieutenant-general,  277.  By  what  means  he  effects  his  escape. 
2^  Letter  of,  to  the  Aga,  with  a  threat,  281.  Arrives  at  Soco- 
tora, 282.  Sails  to  Dabul,  2HS.  Measures  which  he  adopts 
with  the  Indian  ships,  284. 

Mildenhall,  John,  his  journey  overland  to  the  Great  Mogul  in 
1606 ;  his  reception,  ii.  122.  Base  conduct  of  the  Jesuits, 
123t  Confronted  with  them,  and  their  dei'eat,  124  Con- 
cludes &  treaty,  ib. 

Miletus,  ruined  state  of,  and  remains  of  a  theatre  in,  iii.  157> 

Mingrelia,  where  situated,  iii.  61_.   Religion,  62. 


Missionaries,  Ilomaot  grand  source  of  modern  informatiou  rer . 
specting  Asia,  i.  5l4u  .  . 

— —  British,  how  they  have  added  new  light  on  the  geo- 
graphy of  the  countries  comprehended  under  the  Birman  em- 
pire, Sl&s^ 

I  Portuguese,  obstacles  to  the  diffusion  of  the  Catholic 

faith  in  India,  ii.  IlL  Artifices  employed  by  them  to  convert 
the  people,  7^  Privations  which  the  converts  are  made  to 
undergo,  lA*  Conversion  of  the  only  daughter  of  the  king  of 
Goa,  ib*  Salsette  regarded  by  them  as  Uie  great  stronghold 
of  idolatry,  TL  Violent  measures  used  by,  to  effect  conver- 
sion, and  their  effects,  78.  Vengeance  inflicted  by  the  In- 
dians, &{L  Small  progress  at  Pesqueria,  and  compelled  at  last 
to  evacuate  that  coast,  S2*  Sent  for  by  a  monarch  of  the 
Great  Mogul  dynasty;  interesting  journey  of ;  set  sail  from 
Damaun  to  Surat;  description  of  this  city,  and  by  whom  then 
crowded,  Siu  Tuptee  river  celebrated  in  the  fables  of  the 
Gentoos,  i^.  Pyramids  they  saw  on  their  jounicy,  and  for 
what  purpose  erected,  6^  Arrival  at  Sultanpoor;  festival 
there,  and  for  what  reason,  Come  to  the  city  called 
Uzen ;  witness  the  funeral  of  a  Banian,  Bl^  Festival  of  the  ' 
Gentoos  in  honour  of  t^le  arcca  tree  at  Narwar,  8fi.  Arrival 
At  Fatepur ;  reception  of  by  Uie  monarch ;  presents  offered  the 
Mogul,  Disputes  with  the  Moilahs,  IKL  Singular  proposal 
of  the  king  to  try  the  faith  of  the  two  contending  parties.QL.  Un- 
-miccessful  in  tlieir  efforts  of  conversion,  they  solicit  and  obtain 
permission  to  return  to  Goa,  92.  Second  mission  to  the  Mogul 
equally  unsucce^si'ul  with  the  former,  ^ ;  third  mi;>8ion  to  the 
monarch  at  Lahore ;  description  of  Cambaya,  ib»  Desert  of 
moving  sand  between  Cambaya  and  Lahore,  how  passed,  94^ 
Uow  received  by  the  king  in  his  capital ,  iid.  Accompanied 
the  monarch  into  Casimir ;  interesting  account  of,  equally  un- 
successful as  the  former  ;  return  to  Goa,  d& 
Mocha  town,  account  of,  i.  277. 

Mogul  dynasty,  monarch  of,  invites  the  Portuguese  missionaries, 
ii.         His  reception  of  them,  Sg.    His  singular  mode  of 
provu3g  the  merits  of  the  two  religions,  QL   Great  Mogul, 
why  so  termed,  \!2SL    Embassies  from  England  to,  16i96r  \ 
In  1608,  126.    In  161'-^,  \^    Extent  of  his  empire, 

184.  In  what  the  strength  of  his  army  principally  consists, 

185.  His  revenues,  187.  Its  government,  1^0.  Military 
l«rce  of,  191.    FliAtcry  lavished  on,  1^    Mogul  diamonds, 
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Moorcrofty  Mr,  journej  into  Thibet,  and  object,  404-.  Hires  a 
Pundit  on  certain  conditions,  405.  Reaches  Himmaleh  ;  lofty 
pines,  ib»  By  what  animals  this  path  can  only  be  trod,  408, 
Reaches  Malari,  account  of  it,  ib.  Arrives  at  Niti,  where  de- 
tained, 409.  Difficulty  of  respiration  in  these  lofty  regions ; 
by  what  occasioned,  412.  Daba,  its  situation,  Thence 
to  Gertope,  emporium  of  the  Undes,  4LSx  Information  re- 
ceived from  the  Ladacks,  419.  Arrive  at  the  lake  of  Manas- 
arowara,  421* 

Moultan,  city  and  manufactures  of,  ii.  493, 

Ka IRS,  chiefs  in  the  southern  coast  of  Malabar;  their  trade, 
early  marriages,  and  irregular  conduct;  unnatural  mode  of 
living,  ii.  349. 

Names,  ancient,  of  places  in  Judea,  described  by  Arabian  tra- 
vellers, recognized  under  more  modern  appellations.  Lapage 
identified  with  Ceylon,  Mujet  with  Thibet,  Mabed  with  Ava, 

km 

Nanquin,  magnificence  of,  iii.  271.  Visited  by  friars  who  are 
favoured  by  the  Mandarins  of,  289. 

Kaplous,  the  ancient  Sichem,  capital  of  Samaria,  its  altered  as- 
pect ;  traditions  of  the  tombs  of  Joseph  ilnd  Eleazer,  iii.  167. 

Naeareth,  deplorable  state  of,  pretended  miracles  performed 
there,  iii.  IGG. 

Kearchus,  account  of  his  voyage  round  the  coast  of  Asia,  i.  17. 

Singular  phenomenon  observed  by  this  Greek  commander, 
13^  His  account  of  the  Ichth^ophagi,  Interview  with 
Alexander,  22,  Reaches  the  Tigris,  and  joyful  meeting  be- 
tween the  two  portions  of  the  army,  23. 
Nepal,  capital  of,  ii.  44D.  Valley  of,  471.  Its  soil  and  climate, 
472.  Mountainous  valleys  of,  475.  Inhabitants,  character 
and  appparance  of,  477.  Chief  shrine  of,  478»  Revenues  of, 
479. 

Nelkynda  regarded  as  the  farthest  point  to  which  the  RcMoan 
Aects  were  accustomed  to  sail,  i.  42.  Woollen  doths  sold  to 
its  inhabitants  by  the  Romans,  43. 

Nice,  ancient  capital  of  Bithynia,  striking  ruins  of,  iii.  172. 

Niti,  extreme  village  of,  the  frontier  of  India,  ii.  409.  Extremes 
of  heat  and  cold  at,  410. 

Nineveh,  ancient,  where  situated,  and  desolation,  iii.  102. 

Odf.ric  of  Portenau,  his  travels  in  the  East,  i.  IS2±  Sets  out 
from  Constantinople,  proceeds  to  Trebisond,  ascends  the 
mountainous  regions  of  Armenia,  enters  Persia,  visits  Baku, 
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joins  a  caravan  of  merchants  going  to  India,  }BS±  Comes  to 
ihe  land  of  Chaldea,  arrives  at  Tana,  dreadful  tragedy  tlvero, 
186.  Circumstance  which  took  place  during  his  voyage  to 
India^  187.  Arrives  at  the  coast  of  Malabar,  Proceeds 
to  tb^  <:oast  of  Coromandei,  witnesses  the  ceremonies  of  a 
great  temple,  apparently  that  of  Jaggcrnaut,  i^.  Proceeds 
from  the  coast  of  Cororoandel  to  the  northern  extremity  of 
Sumatra ;  his  account  of  the  inhabitants,  189.  Proceeds  to 
Java,  its  fruit,  its  fish,  190.  His  account  of  Kastan  in 
Southern  China,  191.  Coincidence  of  his  descriptions  of 
Quinsay  and  Cambalu,  with  those  of  iVfarco  Polo,  ib.  Narra- 
tive of  a  gloomy  valley  into  which  he  entered,  192. 

Onesocritus  sent  by  Alexander  to  converse  with  the  Brarainf, 
and  subject  of  their  conversation,  i.  2fL 

Ormus,  ancient  city,  description  of,  i.  38^i.  By  whom  the  Por- 
tuguese were  expelled  from,  SOi*  Dreadful  tragedy  which 
took  place  at,  ii.  36. 

Oujein,  account  of  the  funeral  of  a  Banian  at,  ii.  82. 

Oxus,  river,  its  breadth,  and  by  what  means  crossed,  i.  21 4-.  Its 
termination,  al2^ 

Pallas,  journey  of,  through  the  north  of  Asia,  iii.  457.  Sec, 
Palmyra,  where  situated,  iii.  liiL     By  whom  inhabited, 

whom  founded,  132±    Through  whom  it  became  illus- 
trious, i6, 

Palibothra,  ancient  capital  of  India,  history  of,  i.  487.  Dis- 
putes concerning  the  place  where  that  metropolis  actually 
stood,  Hypothesis  of  Major  Rennell  concerning  its  site, 

Patna,  capital  of  the  province  of  Bahar,  ii.  216^   Mosque  there* 

Pegu  in  the  east  of  India,  mission  to  the  court  oC  from  Portugal, 
and  how  received,  iii.  208.  Houses  and  palace  of,  209. 
Number  of  crowned  heads  subject  to  the  king,  210.  Traffic 
to.  2LL  Pagodas  in,  21^  Cruelty  of  the  king,  213.  By 
whom  conquered,  ib.  Empire  established  on  the  ruins  of, 
214:*    Splendid  temples,  21fi. 

Peking,  capital  of  China,  iii.  271.  What  missionary  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  the  observatory  at,  2i^  Dutch 
mission  arrived,  and  how  received  by  the  king,  299<  Streets 
and  canals  of,  325.    Its  houses,  332. 

Persepolis,  description  of  the  remains  of,  iii.  15.  Its  culumna 
37. 
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FeraAA,  expedition  to,  by  the  English,  for  opening  a  commercial 
communication  with,  i.  ^123.  Involved  in  a  civil  war  hj  the 
deatli  of  Nadir,  S64-.  Festivals  of,  371.  Gulf,  shores  of,  fa- 
mous for  peari-iishery,  Sfifi^  Extent  of  the  country,  iii*  S. 
Changes  in,  4.  Mission  to,  from  the  Venetian  states,  6> 
Gamt;s  in,  11.  Mode  of  going  to  battle,  15,  Habits  of,  53^ 
Government,  ^  Character  of  the  Persians  by  Chardin,  68. 
Military  system  of,  72.  Learning,  and  rank  of  wise  men  id, 
73.  Their  passion  for  poetry,  74.  Embassy  from,  to  Paris, 
.  SQ,  Embassy  to,  from  Britain,  86.  Trade,  state  of,  in,  9^ 
Parallel  between  Persians  and  Turks,  iiSi  Cavalry  in,  99- 
Antiquities  in,  100. 

Peshawer,  history  of  that  city,  ii.iSfi^  Number  and  variety  of  its 
inhabitants, 

Pesqueria,  between  Narsinga  and  Bisnagar,*  temple  erected  in 

by  the  Portuguese  mission,  ii.  81.    Itg  natives  rise  in  arms  and 

defeat  the  Portuguese,  iii.  82. 
Petra,  ancient  capital  of  Edom,  once  the  emporium  of  aknoit  all 

the  commodities  of  India,  i.  25>   Number  of  tombs  in,  iiL 

185. 

Pindarees,  a  race  of  Hindoos,  zealous  Mahometans,  disposition 
to  plunder;  what  regions  occupied  by,  ii.  SML  Irregularity  in 
marching  and  encamping,  Mix  Their  barbarities  checked  by 
the  British,  34^ 

Pinto,  Ferdinand  Mendez,  parentage  of,  and  where  bom,  L 
Sets  sail  on  a  mission  to  the  Red  Sea,  lands  in  Abyssinia,  re- 
ceives an  excellent  reception  from  the  court,  Sets  sail 
from  the  port  of  Arkeeko,  captured  by  the  Turks,  and  cruelly 
treated  by  that  people,  237.  Sold  for  a  slave,  brought  to  Or- 
mus,  where  he  is  redeemed  by  the  Portuguese  government,  ib. 
Induced  to  embark  in  an  expedition  to  be  sent  up  the  Gulf  of 
Siam,  238.  Attacked  by  an  Arab  junk,  the  whole  crew  kiikd 
except  three,  23SL  In  what  manner  he  escapes,  and  by  whom 
relieved,  239.  Sliockii^  acts  of  piracy  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected, 24lL  His  shipwreck,  ^kS.  Seize  upon  a  Chinese 
vessel,  2M.  Set  sail  for  Siampoo,  2^5^  Engagement  with 
Coja  Acem  ;  the  latter  defeated  and  killed,  Robbery  of 
a  monastery  in  China,  and  account  of  a  hermit,  249.  Wrecked, 
laade  slaves,  and  carried  successively  to  Nanquin  and  Peking, 
252.  His  description  of  these  cities,  253*  Of  the  face  of  the 
country,  25^  Invasion  and  conquest  of  China  by  an  army  of 
Tartars,  the  city  \U  which  he  was  detained  taken ;  aflerwarda 
attached  to  an  embassy  to  the  court  of  Cochin-china ;  dismiss- 
ed by  the  chief  of  tlie  embassy ;  hires  himself  as  a  sailor  on 
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board  a  vessel  bound  for  Japan,  landed  at  Bungo,  where  nodc- 
ed  for  his  medical  skill,  256*  Wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Loo- 
choo,  and  taken  before  the  Broquen  to  give  an  account  of 
himself,  2^  Sentenced  to  be  executed,  their  pardon  obtain- 
ed by  the  interposition  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  Bungo,  26[L 
Reaches  Malacca,  recommended  to  the  notice  of  the  govern- 
ment,  and  in  |558  returns  to  his  native  country,  262. 
Philadelphia,  modern  name  of;  tracea  of  the  ancient  city,  iii. 

Phrygia,  conntry  of,  covered  with  ruins ;  wretched  state  of  agri- 
culture in,  iii.  173. 

Plithaoa,  where  situated ;  its  supposed  modem  name,  i.  41. 

Polo,  Maffio,  and  Nicolo,  Venetian  merchants,  their  voyage  to 
Constantinople,  i.  154.  Sail  across  to  Soldaia,  and  dispose 
of  their  precious  cargo,  ib.  Difficulty  attending  their  return  ; 
seek  a  way  round  the  Aral  to  Bochara,  ib.  Meet  the  ambas- 
sador of  Cathay  during  thdr  residence  there,  and  invited  to 
proceed  to  the  dominions  of  his  aovereign,  i.  155.  Graciously 
received  by  the  Great  Khan,  ib.  The  Khan  opens  a  commu- 
nication with  the  Pope,  and  requests  him  to  send  an  hundred 
men  qualified  to  teach  the  Christian  religion  and  the  seven 
sciences,  i.  155.  Venetians  depart  along  with  a  Chinese  no- 
bleman ;  difficulties  of  the  journey,  i.  156.  The  mission  graci- 
ously received  by  the  new  Pontiff,  ib.  Again  reach  the  court 
of  the  Khan,  i.  157.  Return  to  Venice  after  an  absence  of 
twenty-four  years,  id*  Richness  of  their  dresses  and  quantity 
of  the  jewels  they  brought  along  with  tliem,  i.  158. 

Polo,  Marco,  son  of  Maffio,  returns  from  the  East;  acquires 
high  consideration  in  the  state,  i.  158.  Appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  galleys  equipped  against  the  Genoese ;  der 
feated  and  taken  prisoner,  15^  Length  of  time  detained  in 
captivity,  and  by  whom  visited,  ib.  To  what  circumstances  we 
are  indebted  for  his  narrative,  and  how  received,  16Q>  First 

.  cx>untry  which  he  describes  called  by  him  Turconiania,  and 
where  situated,  16L  His  description  of  Zorgiana,  (Georgia), 
162.  Of  Bagdad,  Of  Tauris  in  Peraia,  Ui^  Qf  Ormus, 
lik^   Of  the  Ismaelis,  and  by  what  means  their  prince  esta- 

.  Wished  his  power,  167.  Of  Balkb,  1^.  Of  the  plain  of  Paraer., 
170.  Of  Khoten,  HL  Of  Charckan,  172,  Of  the  Great 
Desert,  iL  Of  Tangut  and  their  religious  ceremonies,  173. 
Of  Kamul,  and  their  excess  of  hospitality,  174.  His  entrance 
into  China  and  description  of  Karmkoruni,  175.  Magnificent 

.   hunting  palace  of  the  Khan  at  Shandu,  176.    Of  Cambalu, 

.  the  capil^  of  Nortiiern  China,  177.  Of  Ciuinsai,  the  capital  of 
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Southern  China,  179.    On  hig  return  home  visiti  Cejloii,  l&L, 

From  Alexandria  he  sets  sail  for  Venice,  LB2> 
l^ortuguese  India*  its  extent,  and  how  long  possessed,  ii.  7Q.  Its 

rapid  decline,         Monarchy  of,  their  zeal  to  promote  the 

Catholic  faith  in,  12. 
Prayagas,  Gangetic,  how  formed,  ii.  399. 

Ptolemy,  his  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  Asia,  i.  ML  Who 
were  the  remotest  nations  recognized  in  his  time,  i. 

Ptolemies,  family  of,  in  Egypt,  to  what  their  exertions  were  de* 
voted,  i.  SS.  Their  library,  by  whom  embodied  into  a  general 
system,  M* 

Qui  NBA  I  (Canasia),  capital  of  Southern  Asia,  its  circiimference» 
its  canals,  and  bridges,  i.  179.  Its  market-place  and  garrison, 

HAAtyCOMDA,  diamond  mines  in,  how  the  diamonds  are  scparat- 
ed>  \u  Persons  employed,  price  of  labour  at,  2Q^  By 

whom  the  diamonds  purchased,  2^ 

Hey,  remains  of,  iii.  66. 

Ricold  de  Monte  Crucis,  travels  of,  and  at  what  period  under- 
taken, i.  197.  *  Makes  the  tour  of  the  Holy  Land,  proceeded 
southward  through  Syria,  IBS.  His  account  of  the  Tartars 
199.  Returns  by  Armenia ;  piercing  cold  of  a  region  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Eteron,  ^Q.  His  account  of  the  Kurds, 
^201.  Visits  Bagdad,  and  hospitably  entertained  by  the 
Caliphs,  202, 

Rivers,  great,  calculated  to  excite  the  curiosity  of  mankind ;  cir- 
cumstances which  produce  this  effect,  ii. 

iloe,  Sir  Thomas,  embassy  of  from  England  to  the  court  of  the 
Great  Mogul ;  arrives  at  Surat,  ii.  iSs.  Arrives  at  Annere; 
residence  of  the  monarch ;  manner  in  which  business  was 
transacted  with  the  Mogul,  139.  His  audience  with  the  King, 
lAL  Court  festivals  in  honour  of  the  King's  birth-day,  146. 
Meets  a  formidable  rival  at  court,  148.  March  of  the  King 
and  Pdnce  to  suppress  an  insurrection,  149.  Arrival  of  the 
court  at  Godah  ;  its  description,  152.  Court  ceremonies,  157. 
Procures  for  the  English  that  protection  and  liberty  which  he 
bad  been  commissioned  to  solicit,  15& 

•Kubruquis,  sent  by  St  Louis  on  a  mission  to  a  Tartar  prince 
called  Sartach,  i.  ID6>  Sets  out  from  Constantinople,  i5. 
Arrives  at  Soldaia,  and  begins  his  inquiries  about  Sartach,  107. 
His  description  of  the  Tartars,  108.  Of  their  domestic  life, 
IDdft   Their  dress,  111.    His  account  of  the  Tartar  women, 
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112.  Enters  a  district  occupied  by  Scacatai,  a  petty  chief,  113. 
Interview  with  that  chief,  IM^  Endeavours  in  vain  to  convert 
them  to  Christianity,  115a  Proceeds  eastward  through  the 
country  of  the  Coniarians,  116.  Affliction  from  the  conduct 
«f  his  interpreter,  ib.  Arrives  at  the  river  Don,  117.  Arrives 
at  the  residence  of  Sartach,  ib.  Presents  himself  to  the  chief 
Cojat,  118.  Introduced  to  the  King,  119,  Desired  to  pay 
e  visit  to  Raatu,  the  father  of  Sartach,  and  to  leave  his  vest- 
ments behind,  12SL  His  account  of  the  potentates  who  ruled 
in  the  vast  regions  on  which  he  was  entering,  I2h  Events 
which  took  place  on  his  journey  to  the  court  of  Baatu, 
Arrives  at  tne  court  of  Baatu ;  his  audience,  and  awkward  cir- 
cumstance which  took  place  on  that  occasion,  12^  Is  inform- 
^  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  his  visiting  the  court  of  Mangu 
Khan,  and  of  leaving  behmd  some  of  his  associates,  1^  Is 
accompanied  part  of  the  way  by  Baatu's  court,  126<  Is 
waited  upon  by  a  rich  Mogul,  his  destined  guide  to  the  court 
of  Mangu  Khan,  ]  27-  Scarcity  of  victuals  on  their  journey. 
Introduced  by  his  guide  to  the  courts  of  the  Mogul 
chiefs,  by  whom  he  was  courteously  received,  L29^  Arrives 
nt  the  city  of  Corlac ;  religious  observances,  130.  Arrives  at 
the  palace  of  the  Khan,  1S3.  Introduced  at  court,  134. 
His  speech  to  the  monarch,  1 35.  Invited  to  witness  a  grand 
religious  ceremony  which  was  to  be  performed  by  Mangu 
Khan,  136*  Another  interview  with  Mangu  Khan,  137. 
Drunkenness  of  the  priests,  i6.  Accompanies  an  Armenian 
monk  to  assist  in  the  cure  of  Cota,  a  lady  of  distinction,  13S^ 
Discovery  of  the  imposture  of  this  monk,  189.  Instances  of 
sorcery  practised  at  that  court,  IML  Accompanies  Mangu 
Khan  to  Karrakorum  his  capital ;  description  of  the  city  and 
palace,  14-1.  Description  of  an  important  drinking  machine 
at  that  court,  142.  Religious  conference  with  the  members  of 
one  Christian  church  in  that  city,  143.  The  Saracens  report 
to  the  king  of  the  offensive  language  of  Kubruquis,  144.  Or- 
dered by  the  king's  secretary  to  leave  the  country,  14.^.  Re- 
ligious controversy  between,  and  the  Tuines,  who  were  put  to 
silence  by  the  former,  145.  Called  to  another  audience  with 
the  king,  and  obtains  necessaries  for  his  return,  146.  Re-, 
ceives  letters  from  the  king,  and  sets  out  on  his  journey  with 
an  Indian  ambassador,  147.  Returns  to  the  residence  of 
Baatu ;  meets  again  Baatu  and  Sartach,  with  whom  he  has 
very  amicable  interviews,  148.  Arrives  at  Armenia,  passes 
the  Euphrates,  and  enters  the  dominions  of  the  Soldan  ot  Tur- 
key, 140.    His  humble  view  of  the  state  of  the  Turkish  emi 
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pire,  ib,  D^ecates  the  system  of  sendiDg  as  ambassadors  to 
the  Great  Khan  friars  like  himself,  15£L 
Euseia,  by  what  European  navigator  discovered,  i,  SQ7.  ^tate 
of,  previous  to  the  period  of  Peter  the  Great,  Disco- 
veries in,  5LL  By  whom  the  geography  of  the  couotnes 
sittiated  on  the  Aral  and  the  Caspian  explored,  i.  512. 

Salsette,  an  island  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Goa,  sironghoJd  of 
idolatry  there,  ii.  76.  Tumults  betwixt  the  Portuguese  mis- 
sionaries and  natives  in,  72± 

Samarcand,  Tartar  city,  description  of,  i.  222*  Its  extreme  de- 
cay, 46S. 

Samaria,  capital  of,  iii.  167.    Tombs  in,  i6. 

Sardis,  ancient  city,  strongly  cemented  walls  of,  iii.  159l 

Bcliamachie,  history  of,  i.  ^36. 

Schiidtbcrger,  a  German,  made  captive  by  Timur,  bis  history  of 
Issibur  (Siberia),  i.  225.  Interesting  account  of  his  t^cape 
after  thirty  years'  captivity,  22CL 

Schtras,  town  and  environs  of,  iii.  Mi    Population,  87i 

Scythians,  what  portion  of  the  world  they  inhabited,  i.  5*  Who 
were  to  called  by  the  ancients,  To  what  compared,  Ii. 
By  whom  opposed,  ib. 

8eiks,  a  race  ot  fanatic  warriors  in  the  north-west  of  India,  their 
founder;  his  religion,  how  formed,  ii.  Equality  of, 

Territory  possesed  by,  and  name  of  their  capital,  31-7.  Gene- 
ral character  of,  ii.  sis* 

Scetzen,  Dr,  his  visit  to  Mecca,  and  account  of,  iii.  202.  Then 
Medina,  203.    Sana,  its  ancient  name,  2Q1. 

Seleuci  a,  ancient  site  of,  iii.  IM.  How  fortified:  head-dress  of 
the  women  in,  149. 

Serampore,  mission  at,  in  India,  for  converting  tlie  natives  i  by 
whom  founded ;  progress  and  extent  of  t))eir  philological  re- 
searches, ii.  876.  Number  of  Eastern  languages  into  which 
the  Scriptures  have  been  translated  at,  377. 

Seres,  position  of,  what  supposed  to  be,  i.  48.'>. 

Scrica  or  China,  striking  similarity  between  ;  what  its  inhabitants 
were  anciently  and  are  now,  i. 

fShadi  Khoja  sent  on  an  embassy  in  A.  D.  1419»  to  the  coast  of 
China,  i.  226*  Arrives  at  Turfan  ;  description  of  a  large  image 
in  that  city,  227.  Crosses  tlie  Desert  of  Shanio,  and  met  by 
a  party  of  Catayans,  22M<  Comes  to  Khanbalig  ;  his  account 
of  that  city,  230.  Reception  by  the  emperor,  231.  Unto- 
ward events  which  bcfel  the  embassy,  232. 
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Sharpey,  Captain  Alexander,  sent  out  by  the  English  East  India 
Company  on  an  expedition  to  the.  Red  Sea  and  the  coast  of 
Guzerat,  i.  202^  Comes  upon  the  Desolate  Islands,  enters  the 
Red  Sea,  and  arrived  at  Aden  ;  invited  ashore  by  the  Gover- 
nor of  that  place*  i«  '263,  Sails  across  the  Indian  Ocean  to 
Diu,  but  ^Tecked  in  steering  for  Surat ;  wonderfully  saved,  . 
and  arrived  at  Lisbon,  265« 

Siam,  country  of,  in  the  east  of  India,  by  what  river  traversed ; 
mineral  productions  in,  iii.  ^S7.    Government  of,  238*  Re- 

.    ligion  in,  2Ji2.    Poetry  relished  by,  2ML    Inhabitants  in,  241. 

Siberia,  country  of,  by  whom  its  conquest  originally  projected, 
iii.  4-lG.  Colony  planted  in,  419.  Solikamskoi,  town  of,  and  salt 
mines  id,  4-24-.  Construction  of  the  vessels  in  which  tlie  salt  is 
conveyed  to  Moscow,  42.5.  Tobolsk,  capital  of,  its  inhabi- 
tants, 42n.  Kungur,  cave  in,  its  extent,  442.  Kathertnen- 
burg,  town  of,  442.  Shaman,  impostors  in,  449.  Isetsk,  pro- 
vince of,  458.  Ablaikit,  ruins  of,  462.  Schlangenberf;^,  great 
scene  of  mineral  operations,  46S.    Tomsk,  trade  of,  4(>4. 

Sidon,  by  whom  now  inhabited  and  governed,  iii.  44^ 

Silk,  price  of,  at  one  period  in  Rome,  i.  50* 

Sinai,  Mount,  monastery  of  St  Catharines,  at  the  foot  of,  iii.  ]  I^ 

Sinae,  who  supposed  by  early  Europeans  to  be,  i.  Opinion 
of  the  author  of  Periplus  concerning,  484. 

Sinde,  country  of,  and  inhabitants,  ii.  524. 

Smyrna,  capital  of  Asia  Minor,  by  whom  founded,  iii.  1.'34.  By 
whom  plundered ;  population  of,  155^ 

Sudras,  fourth  class  of  the  Hindoos,  to  what  employment  they 
are  devoted,  ii. 

.  Syagrus,  anciently  thought  to  be  the  largest  promontory  in  the 

world,  i.  38.  > 
Syria*  description  of,  iii.  24.    Language  of,  where  spoken, 

Syriac  Christians,  by  whom  said  to  be  converted ;  number  of 
their  churches,  ii«  ML  Visited  by  Dr  Claudius  Buchanan, 
352.   Mode  of  their  worship,  358. 

Tartars,  who  in  modern  times  so  called,  i.  69.  Opposed  in  their 
incursions  by  the  Duke  of  Silesia.  73.  The  terror  of  Europe, 
74.  Embassy  sent  to,  by  the  Pope,  75.  Description  of  that 
people,  07.  Profound  subjection  of,  to  their  Emperor,  99. 
Military  system  of,  100.  Fabulous  accounts  concerning,  IDS* 
Circumstauces  which  led  to  a  temporary  amity  between,  and 
the  Europeans,  lOiL 
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Tatta,  history  of,  its  wealth,  manufactures,  and  profllgacv  of  tb'e 
women,  ii.  117. 

Tauris,  ancient  capital  of  Persia,  by  whom  described,  u  2D9. 

Places  of  amusement  in,  iii.  66. 
Teshoo  Lomboo,  in  Thibet,  description  of,  iu  462* 
Teheran  in  Persia,  by  whom  destroyed  and  rebuilt,  iii.  8& 
Thibets,  number  of,  in  Asia,  where  situated,  and  on  what  coun- 
tries bordering,  M2.    Religion  of,  i.  446.    Mission  to,  by  the 
British,  ii.  444.    Parallel  between,  and  Bootan,  460. 
Thinae,  what  supposed  to  be  the  ancient  capital  of,  i.  4^  Opi- 

nion  of  the  author  concerning,  478. 
Tiberias,  lake  of,  where  situated,  iii.  180. 

Tirour,  a  Tartar  conquerer,  history  of,  i.  203,  Invades  Asia  Minor, 

204.    Spanish  embassy  sent  to  his  court,  ib.    Instances  of  hii 

justice,  220^    Death  of,  224. 
Tungouses,  inhabitants  and  occupation  of,  iii.  429i    SeTerity  of 

their  winters,  438. 
Trebisond,  city  of,  by  whom  mentioned,  iii*  176.  Inhabitants  and 

trade,  177. 

Tripoli  in  S}Tia,  IM.   Where  situated,  145. 
Turkeman,  what  country  so  called,  i.  S14» 

Turkey,  Asiatic,  present  degraded  state  of,  iii.  184.  By  whorti 
visited  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  remarks  on,  15^  Drink 
used  in,  14L    Visited  by  Dr  Clarke,  160. 

Turner,  Major,  sent  on  a  mission  to  Teshoo  Lomboo,  arrives  at 
Buxailewar,  ii.  448,  Reaches  Murichon,  its  cultivation,  449. 
Tehintchioa,  bridge  across,  t6.  Tassisudon,  residence  of  the 
Daib  Raiah ;  number  of  persons  accommodated  in  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Lama,  and  strict  celibacy  of  the  priesthood,  452. 
His  account  of  the  Bootees,  their  appearance  and  houses,  453. 
Visits  Wandipore  and  Punukka,  summer  residence  of  the 
Rajah,  ^56.  Arrived  at  Pbari,  4.58.  Sees  Cbumularee,  a 
mountain  between  Eastern  Thibet  and  India,  459.  Teshoo 
Lomboo,  462.  Interview  with  the  Regent,  463.  Visits  the 
Mausoleum  of  the  Lama,  ib.  Religion  of  the  Lama;  its  origin, 
its  peculiarities,  464.  Monastery  of  Terpaling,  and  his  inter- 
view witii  the  infant  Lama,  466. 

Tyre,  ancient,  modem  name,  vestiges  of  its  former  grandeur, 
iii.  144. 

UsuM-CASSAN,  king  of  Persia,  iii.  5.  Army  defeated  by  the 
Turks,  7.    Unworthy  artifice  employed  by,  9. 

Uzbeck  Tartars,  cruelty  and  treachery  of,  i.  345.  Another  ac- 
count, 4fii    Their  original  dwellings,  466.    Their  laws,  467^ 
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Vaistas,  third  class  of  the  Hindoos,  occupation  of,  ii.  S29. 
Valentia,  Lord»  visit  of  to  the  Red  Sea;  his  account  of  Mocha» 

iii.  Of  the  Wahabis,  200. 

Vasco  De  Gama  first  doubles  the  Cape  ;  favourably  received  at 

Melinda,  and  sails  from  thence  across  the  Indian  Ocean,  ii. 

Circumstance  which  took  place  on  descrying  the  shores  of 

Calicut,  45^    Intimated  to  the  king  his  arrival,  with  request  of 

Mrmission  to  land,  ^IL  His  reception  from  the  king,  4!L 
ot  laid  against  him  by  the  Moors,  ^  Treachery  of  the  Cut- 
wal  how  obviated,  5h  Departure  from  Calicut,  53.  Expos- 
ed to  a  serious  peril  at  Gon,  55.  Steers  direct  for  Africa  i 
enters  the  Tagus  in  September  1599;  second  voyage  of; 
frightful  cruelties  of,  til*  War  with  the  Zamorin,  who  is  de* 
feated,  5E» 

Verteas,  appearance  and  mode  of  living,  ii.  94. 

Vincent,  Dr,  illustrates  Arrian's  abstract  of  Nearchus^s  voyage 
round  the  coasts  of  Asia,  i.  17*  His  positive  data  with  re* 
gard  to  Syagius,  Sfi.  His  reniarks  with  regard  to  the  respec-> 
tive  situations  of  Tyndis,  Moosiris,  and  Nelkinda,  ports  on  the 
coast  of  Simvrike.  di2>  His  conjectures  concerning  the  mo^ 
dern  name  oi  the  Kirhadae, 

Volga,  river,  people  who  inhabit  its  banks ;  pirates  by  whom  it  la 
infested,  i.  335. 

Wandiporr,  fortress  of  Bootan,  its  situation,  its  approach. 

Ward  and  Dubois,  Messrs,  their  account  of  the  Hindoo  mytho* 
logy,  ii.  25L  Number  of  temples  which  the  former  saw  de« 
dicated  to  one  deity,  270.  His  enumeration  of  the  ceremonies 
a  Bramin  has  to  pass  in  a  single  day,  273.  His  estimate  of 
the  number  who  perish  annually  in  these  regions  under  the  in« 
fluence  of  superstition, 

Webb  and  Raper  sent  to  explore  the  source  of  the  Ganges  i 
reach  Haridwar,  ii.  392.  DifHculties  they  had  to  encounter 
on  their  Journey  to  Gangoutri,  394.  Resolve  to  explore  the 
source  of  Alacananda,  and  go  to  Serinagur;  unfortunate  cir* 
cumstances  which  befel  it,  898.  Reach  Josimath,  residence 
of  the  high -priest  and  inhabitants  of  Bhadrinath,  399.  Descrip* 
tion  of  the  Himmaleh,  400.  Origin  of  the  Alacananda,  t6. 
Return  by  Manah,  account  of,  401.  Visit  the  shrine  of  Bba* 
drinath,  M12»    Second  visit  of,  to  the  Himmaleh,  427. 

Wilford,  Major,  his  opinion  of  the  writers  and  learning  of  tho 
Hindoos,  ii.  808. 

W'iUoughby,  Sir  Hugh,  tragical  catastroplie  of,  i.  906- 


544  INDEX. 

Xavifr,  St  Francois,  the  great  apostle  of  the  Indies;  hit  jour* 
oey  to  Japan*  iii.  275. 

Yakutsk,  in  Siberia,  character  and  appearance  of,  iii.  ^ti. 
Yarkund,  account  of,  i.  4()9. 

Yellow  river  in  China;  majestic  appearance  of,  iii.  339. 
Yeniseisk,  territory  of,  in  the  north  of  Asia;  by  whom  inhabited, 
and  religion  in,  iii* 

ZAMoniN  of  Calicut,  by  whom  defeated,  ii.  6Bs 
Zeno,  Cacerino,  a  Venetian ;  his  embassy  to  the  conrt  of  Persia, 
III,  & 

Zemindar,  meaning  of  the  term,  and  attachment  for  the  Hindoos 
to  those  chiefs,  ii.  358.  Lands  delivered  into  their  hands  by 
the  new  system  of  government,  362. 

Zingis,  character  of  that  chief,  i.  72*  History  of  the  genealogy 
of,  101.    Empire  too  vast  to  reroaiu  long  in  an  eutire  state. 
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